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July 30 through August 7
Sat., July 30

Sun., July 31


Mon., Aug. 1
Tue., Aug. 2
Wed., Aug. 3
Thu., Aug. 4


 Fri., Aug. 5
Sat., Aug. 6


Sun., Aug. 7




4:00p SM
† Michael Meyer
6:00p SR
† Clare Young
8:30a
SR
† Joanne Ginter
11:00a SM
† James Strum
1:00p SM
Spanish: SM & SR Parishioners
ͶͶͶ No Mass ͶͶͶ
8:00a
SR
† Delores Wood
ͶͶͶ No Mass ͶͶͶ
8:00a
SR
† Gertrude Hoppe
11:00a 
Communion service at 


Oakwood Villa
9:00a
SM
† Claire Zenner
9:00a
SM
First Saturday: Priest’s Int.
4:00p SM
† Greg Manney
6:00p SR
† Ruth Fitzmaurice
8:30a
SR
Priest’s Inten:on
11:00a SM
† Dean Olson
1:00p SM
Spanish: SM & SR Parishioners
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Thursday
Saturday 

E

7:00ʹ9:00p
SR
10:00aʹ12:00p  SM

  E   A 



Pastor

Parochial Vicar





Fr. Derek Sakowski
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 101
frsakowski@gmail.com

Fr. Alan Guanella
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 140
aguanella@crossae.org






SR: 5ʹ10p 
SM: 




Thursdays
TBD in September
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Please submit informa:on for the bulle:n to the parish oﬃce
by Sunday and inserts by Wednesday. Thank you.

Rectory: 715Ͳ514Ͳ5113

Vol. 1 • No. 31 

Reﬂec ons from Fr. Derek Sakowski
Desiring Spiritual Perfec&on


We’ve all heard the words of Jesus in
the Sermon on the Mount: “Be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect” (Ma"hew 5:48). All too o)en,
modernͲday Chris+ans dismiss this
exhorta+on as unrealis+c or unhealthy. Nobody’s perfect, a)er all,
and isn’t it neuro+c perfec+onism to
try to become perfect?


However, we should never dismiss the teachings of Jesus, but
always try to understand what He really meant. Certainly the
bishops at Va+can II took those words very seriously when
they taught that “all the faithful, whatever their condi+on or
state, are called by the Lord, each in his own way, to that perfect holiness whereby the Father Himself is perfect.” (Lumen
Genum, n. 11). Holiness is not for a select few, but for everyone. We’re all called to be saints, and to be a saint is to be
perfected in God’s love.


I think love is the key to a proper understanding. We’re not
called to be “perfect” in the sense of never making any mistakes; we’re not called to be “perfect” in our achievements or
accomplishments or abili+es. Rather, we’re called to be perfected in the virtue of charity. How could we not want to love
as God loves? If we fail to desire a GodͲlike love, we are not
yet serious about following Jesus. At the same +me, being
perfected in love is not a oneͲ+me deal. No ma"er how much
we love God and neighbor this side of eternity, we can always
grow in our capacity. We can always love God and love neighbor even more. In the spiritual life, we are either growing or
withering. There is no standing s+ll.


Consider the canonized Saints whom God has given the
Church as living examples. Many of them were truly holy for
many years of their lives. At any given moment, they loved
God with a “perfect” love ʹ at least from our worldly viewpoint. But at any given moment, they also sensed their li"leness, their nothingness before God’s inﬁnite love ʹ and it
pained them that they did not love even more. The more
their desire grew, the more their capacity to love grew. Desire increases our capacity for the gi).


The key, then, is a constantly growing desire to love God with
a perfect love and to love our neighbor with a perfect love. If
we truly possess the virtue of charity, it means that we are
tending towards perfec+on in God’s love, yearning and desiring to grow and grow into a ChristͲlike love.


It’s a journey, not a oneͲ+me achievement. But relentless and
eager desire is essen+al. St. Teresa of Avila taught that it is
necessary “to have a great and very determined resolve not to
stop un+l one reaches it.”


In his book Spiritual Theology, Fr. Jordan Aumann describes
six characteris+cs of the desire for perfec+on that leads Chris+ans to a divine love. First, the desire must be supernatural.
We cannot produce it ourselves. The very desire to love God
and love neighbor is itself God’s gi), sown in our hearts and
growing un+l it begins bearing fruit. Aumann encourages us to
pray, “Lord, make me want to love you!”


Secondly, our desire to love with the perfect love of the Father should be profoundly humble. Recognizing that love is a
supernatural gi), we understand that we are completely incapable of it if we do not depend at every moment upon God’s
inﬁnite goodness. All too o)en, even our most noble ac+ons
in life are done with a certain amount of selfͲseeking mo+ves
(popularity, esteem of others, sense of accomplishment, feeling good about ourselves, etc.). If we are truly humble, we will
recognize our selﬁshness and strive, again and again, to seek
the glory of God alone.


Thirdly, our desire for perfect charity should be ﬁlled with
conﬁdence ʹ not in ourselves, but in God. A true desire for
perfect love, far from being neuro+c or paralyzing, liberates us
because it ﬁlls us with a joyful conﬁdence in a loving God who
is always there to aid us, and who is true to His promises. We
can trust Him!


Fourthly, our desire for perfec+on in God’s love needs to become our predominant desire. Every other good in our life
must be subordinated to our love of God; otherwise we cannot claim to be obeying the greatest commandment of loving
God with all our heart, mind, soul, and strength. As St. Bede
explains it, the great ﬁre of love of God in our hearts must
grow and grow un+l it consumes all lesser loves into one great
GodͲcentered ﬂame.

Fi)hly, our desire to love as Jesus loves must be a constant
desire. It cannot be some+mes “yes” and some+mes “no.” It
cannot be something that inspires us on Sunday morning, but
is forgo"en by Sunday a)ernoon. Whether we are working or
res+ng, our deepest desire must always be perfec+on in love.
As Fr. Aumann puts it, some people “grant themselves vaca+ons or pauses, under the pretext of res+ng a while to recover their strength. This is a great mistake because the soul not
only does not gain any strength but also is greatly weakened.”
We all must rest in life, but never from our desire for a perfect
love of God.

Finally, our desire for perfect love must be praccal and eﬃcacious. We cannot simply talk about it or think of how nice it
would be to love in a GodͲlike way. We must make up our
mind with a ﬁrm resolve and begin puBng it into prac+ce
here and now, choosing very prac+cal means to begin doing
so. Of course our growth will be stepͲbyͲstep and gradual. But
we must always desire to love God and neighbor more.


Saint Mary’s Parish
Parish News

Religious Educa&on News

Anniversary/Marriage Blessing
Will you and your spouse be celebra:ng an anniversary in the
month of AUGUST? If so, please stop in the narthex and sign up
on the Marriage/Anniversary Blessing sheet. There will be a
blessing at the end of Mass on August 14 and sharing in your
celebra:on with your fellow parishioners during Social Sunday in
the Community Center. 
ABCD’s of Medicare
An educa:onal seminar will be held on Monday, August 29th,
1:00p. This seminar is appropriate for people turning 65 soon
and/or having ques:ons on what is included in Medicare and the
op:ons available. Call Jeﬀ at 715Ͳ577Ͳ2641 for more info. 
SCRIP
With school and classes fast approaching, it is an excellent :me
to purchase SCRIP and use it to acquire all of your necessary
school supplies.
Middle School Girls Day
Catholic (& nonͲCatholic) GirlsͶ5thͲ8th gradesͶare invited to a
retreat to be held at St. Mary’s Parish House on Saturday, August 6 from 9:00a to 4:00p. Cost is $20. Contact Maddie at vitabona@aJ.net for more informa:on.
Register at hJp://
www.stmarysͲaltoona.com/girlsͲdayͲcelebra:ngͲbeauty/ 

Please pray about sharing your faith and inﬂuencing our youth
as a 5th, 7th, 8th, or 10th grade Religious Educa:on teacher for
the upcoming school year. Talk to Fr. Sakowski or Mary Kneer
for details or if you have any ques:ons.

Bingo at St. Mary’s
Every Tuesday evening begin selling at 6:00p. Early bird bingo
starts at 7:00p. Regular bingo
starts at approximately 7:30p.
Bring the family and enjoy a fun evening together! Thank you to
all our bingo volunteers!

Knights of Columbus
The regular monthly mee:ng will be held on Monday, August 1 in the Knights Room. The 
oﬃcers will meet at 6:00p followed by the regular
business mee:ng at 7:00p.

Elizabeth Ministry

Fall Fest

To add a name, due date/birth date, request a meal,
or to volunteer, please call Emily Thurner at 715Ͳ864Ͳ
3048. Please pray for those who are 
expec:ng.: Shelley Van Wyk and Bethany Ellwanger. 

The 2016 St. Mary’s Fall Fest is scheduled for Sep. 24 & 25. This is the biggest
fundraiser of the year and lots of help is
needed. Raﬄe :ckets are ready to be
picked up in the Narthex. Please sell
your :ckets and encourage your fellow parishioners to do the
same.

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$3682.00
Endowment Fund͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$10.00
Teens͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$2.00
Children͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$3.40
Oﬀertory (Plate)͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$963.83
Total Envelope & Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$4661.23
Capital Campaign ͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$1176.70


Saturday, August 6, 4:00p

Parish Oﬃce
Sharon Stearns 715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, ext. 100 
 stmarypar@gmail.com

Bookkeeper 

Bonnie Firkus

 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com

Director of Religious Educa'on
Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend:
4:00p ʹ M. Kneer and volunteer
11:00a ʹ L. Sumner and volunteer

Last Week’s Scrip Informa+on
Number of Orders͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘20
Amount Sold͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$4405.00
Proﬁt (approximately)͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$220.25
Monthly Proﬁt͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$720.00


Thank you!
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Mary Kneer
7158351692
 maryk02@sbcglobal.net

Director of Sacred Music
Josh Gallagher

262Ͳ203Ͳ3552

Maintenance 
Mike Marcon
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, ext. 141
 mjmmarcon@hotmail.com 
St. Mary’s School
715Ͳ830Ͳ2278
Kelly Mechelke, Principal
Carisa Smiskey, Dean of Students
Young Adult Ministry 
Colleen Duﬀy
 dmneelloc@gmail.com

Lector

J Nelson

Servers
A. Server
Organist
Cantor
Ushers

 

L Endres, B Lecher, T Perkins
D Wogernese
S Alexander
R Alexander
M Kloss, M Rohn, P Connell, B
Ciske



Sunday, August 7, 11:00a
Lector

F Chukwudelunzu

Servers
 
A. Server
Organist
Cantor
Ushers
 
Counters

C Windeshausen, G LeGore, 
N Mullenberg
J Mullenberg
J Gallagher
S Stearns
T Sykora, J Cooley, J Koenig, D
Kamwoski
C Mastej, C Kading, J Thom

St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish
Parish News

Parish Council of Catholic Women

Knights of Columbus News

Parish Pictorial Directory
Make your appointment NOW for the
St. Raymond Pictorial Directory. Photo
sessions will be held in August and the
appointment :mes are ﬁlling up. You can
sign up in the gathering space or online
by going to our parish website:
www.straymond.us and follow the link.

All women of the parish are
invited to aJend our next
mee:ng to be held on
Thursday, August 11 at 6:30p
in the library.
Reminder: an envelope is
provided with your box of
envelopes for your PCCW dues payment.
Annual dues for the PCCW is just $10.
Thank you.

Knights of Columbus have several
scholarships available. Please ﬁnd the
Scholarship Applica:ons available on our parish website:
www.straymond.us. If you have any
ques:ons, please contact Jake Geisert at
715Ͳ829Ͳ6085.
KC’s next mee:ng: Monday,
August 8 at 7:00p in parish
hall. Contact John Jaenke at
715Ͳ429Ͳ0052 for more informa:on on joining the Knights.



Fall Fes+val
The dates for our 2016 St. Raymond Fall
Fes:val: August 26, 27 & 28. Be sure to
pick up your raﬄe :ckets and sell them.
If you need more :ckets to sell, just contact Elaine in the parish oﬃce: 715Ͳ877Ͳ
3400. 


Parish Social
Our Parish Social will be held on Saturday
& Sunday, August 13 and 14. Stay and
visit with your parish family.


Rosary/Eucharis+c Adora+on
Reminder: Chaplet of Divine Mercy and
the Rosary are prayed before Mass on
Sunday mornings (beginning at 7:50a.
Also, Eucharis:c Adora:on is held each
Thursday from 5:00Ͳ10:00p.


Community Events
All area community events are listed on
the events calendar on the bulle:n board
outside of the parish oﬃce.

L M
V Sigurdson

Servers
Ushers
 
Greeters


M Pfaﬀ
J Geisert, B & D Sorge,
Volunteer
Volunteers

Sunday, August 7, 8:30a
Lector

A Mission from
the Diocese of La
Crosse is going
to Casa Hogar
in Lurin Peru, on January 14Ͳ21. This
mission will consist of a group of doctors,
op:cians and others who will do eye exams and dispense donated glasses to the
poor.Of the hundreds of exams done at
Casa Hogar and surrounding areas, over
3/4 of the people will be ﬁJed with the
donated eye glasses. It is truly a giT to
see the smiles on those faces when they
are able to see clearly for the ﬁrst :me.
Glasses are being collected from area
groups and parishes. A basket is provided for you in the gathering space. So
please drop oﬀ any eye glasses that you
no longer wear. Thank you. 

S. R!"#’ P S
Parish Oﬃce

Saturday, August 6, 6:00p
Lector

Need Eye Glasses

T Falbo
 N Falbo, C Kostka,
 
J Sauter
Servers
B Lesniewski,
 
E Falbo, G Mayer
Ushers
J Lesniewski, T Lindgren,
 
M Quirk, Bob Severinski
Greeters S & T Mayer
Counters S Mayer, R Muller,
 
D Ziemann

Elaine Welin
715Ͳ877Ͳ3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

Bookkeeper 
Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ533Ͳ0629
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com

Faith Forma'on 
Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715Ͳ835Ͳ8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com
Mary King
715Ͳ878Ͳ9472
 kingmarter@gmail.com



Wedding Anniversary Blessing
Will you & your spouse be
celebra:ng your wedding
anniversary in the month of
AUGUST? If so and no
maJer how many years of marriage you
are celebra:ng, please stop in the gathering space and sign up on the Marriage/
Anniversary Blessing sheet. There will be
a blessing at the end of each Mass on
August 13Ͳ14. Plan to stay and greet others during our Parish Social immediately
following Mass.

St. Raymond’s Cookbooks
If you are looking for a great giT, remember we have parish cookbooks available
for sale! The cookbooks are available on
the table in the gathering space for just
$12 each. Call 715Ͳ877Ͳ3400 to order
more!







Maintenance
Robert Grzyb
715Ͳ492Ͳ9677
 autobobs@outlook.com
PriestͲinͲResidence

Fr. John Schultz
715Ͳ271Ͳ0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com
Mailing address:
S10444 Hwy 53, Fall Creek, WI 54742

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘ $3,126.00
First Oﬀering Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$2.00
Youth Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$2.00
Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$682.00
Total Envelope and Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘$3,812.00
Building Fund Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$47.00

FORMED®  The Catholic Faith. On Demand.

Check out these featured items on Formed for 
July: Month of the Most Precious Blood
Programs: 
Catholicism 
Session 7: 
The Word Made Flesh, 
True Bread of Heaven



Lec o ʹ Eucharist
Episodes 1Ͳ10 





Books: 



Sacraments in Scripture 
Salva/on History Made Present
by Tim Gray
iBooks, Android, Nook, Kindle



Audios:  
This Changes Everything 
by Ken Yasinski



Movie: 
Ocean 
of Mercy

The Saving Power of 
Divine Mercy 
by Fr. Jason Brooks L.C.



The Lamb’s Supper 
by Dr. Sco+ Hahn

Here’s how easy it is to get FORMED: Go to www.FORMED.org. 
You should see the registraon box for parishioners. 2) Type the parish code listed below.
3) Set up a username and a password. Now you are all set to use all the great programs on
FORMED.org anyme by simply logging in.


FORMED.org/register

Enter Parish Code: JR6NZW

If you have any quesons please contact: Marianne Callaghan at SR or Sharon Stearns at SM
FORMED®is an excing new gateway to the best teaching videos, audio, and eBooks to deepen your parishioners’
relaonships with Christ and His Church. Availableany meandanywhereon most computers and mobile devices. 

