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March 11 through March 19
Sat., Mar. 11 4:00p SM
† Noah Carlson

6:00p  SR
† Ralph Roggenbuck
Sun., Mar. 12 8:30a  SR
† Darlene Klobucar

11:00a SM
† Mary & Len Drescher


1:00p SM
Spanish: SM & SR Parishioners
Mon., Mar. 13 ²²² No Mass ²²²
Tue., Mar. 14 8:00a
SR
† Ben & Dorothy Kampa
Wed., Mar. 15 8:00a
SM
† Claire Zenner
Thu., Mar. 16 8:00a
SR
Mildred Jaenke

11:00a 
Mass at Oakwood Villa
Fri., Mar. 17 9:00a
SM
† Cherie & Steven Boley
Sat., Mar. 18 4:00p SM
† Paul & Genevieve Wa8

6:00p SR
† Brian Bement
Sun., Mar. 19 8:30a
SR
† Frank Marino

11:00a SM
† John Rindo

1:00p SM
Spanish : SM & SR Parishioners
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Thursday
Saturday 

7:00ʹ9:00p
SR
10:00aʹ12:00p  SM
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Tuesday 
Thursday

5:00ʹ9:00p 
5:00ʹ10:00p

SM
SR



Pastor

Parochial Vicar





Fr. Derek Sakowski
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 101
frsakowski@gmail.com

Fr. Alan Guanella
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 140
aguanella@crossae.org

Rectory: 715Ͳ514Ͳ5113
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Sunday
Friday 

5:00ʹ6:00p
7:00ʹ8:00p 

(D L  )
SR
SM
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Please submit informa:on for the bulle:n to the parish oﬃce
by Sunday and inserts by Wednesday. Thank you.
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Reﬂecons from Fr. Derek Sakowski
Building a Culture of Life


I will con nue for the next several
weeks to draw inspira on from John
Paul II’s 1995 encyclical leer The
Gospel of Life. Hopefully his words
will inspire us all to build up a culture of life and a civiliza on of love.


According to St. John Paul II, one of
the major obstacles we face is the “contracep ve mentality” (n. 13), which has exerted its grip on the wealthy naons of the world for over half a century.


Some ac vists see contracep on as a way of reducing the
number of abor ons, but John Paul begs to diﬀer, poin ng
out that “the proͲabor on culture is especially strong precisely where the Church's teaching on contracep on is rejected.” Sta s cally, his claim is indisputable. Countries
that embrace contracep on have high abor on rates;
countries that shun contracep on have low ones. Even
though contracep on and abor on are diﬀerent moral
acts, they “are o4en closely connected, as fruits of the
same tree,” i.e., the tree of hedonism and materialism.


First oﬀ, hedonism. The contracep ve mentality tends to
be fueled by lust rather than authen c Chris an love. In
God’s plan the gi4s of love, marriage, human sexuality, and
family life are inseparably ed together. But in the past 100
years, our society has reͲdeﬁned love and sexuality according to personal wants. When sexuality is sought for gra ﬁca on alone, then we begin to view the other person as an
object or a possession. By contrast, in God’s plan, sexuality
is meant to be a free, total, faithful, and frui<ul gi4 of self,
in a manner that respects the dignity of the other.


That is not to say that there is no place for “responsible
parenthood,” which John Paul encourages (cf. n. 13). There
will some mes be serious reasons to avoid a pregnancy,
and in those situa ons the Church encourages married
couples to prac ce natural family planning. If you don’t
know what that is, I would be more than happy to point
you to some great resources!


There is a profound diﬀerence between natural family
planning (which views children as a great blessing from
God) and the contracep ve mentality, which tends to see
children as a burden or as an obstacle to personal fulﬁllment.


At its core, the contracep ve mentality is driven by materialism and consumerism, which have become far more toxic
than we realize. Just think of all the things that parents and
families today think they “need” to have ʹ even though

previous genera ons were perfectly happy without all
those things!


It’s nice when parents can buy new clothes for their children, save up a college fund for them, give them their own
rooms, buy them a phone, enroll them in organized sports,
etc. But these “needs” are far from truly necessary, and
collec vely they tend to enslave us and crush us.


I have been blessed to make 4 trips to our diocesan orphanage in Peru. Each me I take a group of young people
down there, they never fail to be stunned by the contrast
between the joy of poor Peruvians and the stress and unhappiness of materialis c Americans. It is not possessions
or ﬁnancial stability that bring us joy or peace. Now, don’t
get me wrong ʹ I’m not saying that any one of the things
men oned above are bad for parents to pursue; they can
be ﬁne when we use them well; they become terrible masters when they use us.


Of course, many forms of contracep on (the pill, the IUD,
the patch) are actually designed to prevent a newly conceived human embryo from implan ng in his mother’s
uterus. In those cases there is a more direct link with the
culture of death.


But in general, perhaps the greatest damage caused by the
contracep ve mentality is that it has robbed us of the
childlike trust we are supposed to have in our heavenly
Father. The very name “birth control” implies as much. Instead of allowing God to be Lord of our life, and trus ng
that His plans are beer than our plans, many of us choose
to believe the lie that we can be in control of our own desny. We are never in control.




Two weeks ago, in the Gospel at Mass, Jesus reminded us
to trust our heavenly Father without worrying about tomorrow, to seek ﬁrst the Kingdom of God. It is well and
good to plan and to try to be responsible. But our culture
has lost our founda onal understanding: “In God we trust.”
Jesus makes it clear that we cannot serve both God and
mammon. We cannot try to live the materialis c rat race of
our society and s ll serve God. We don’t condemn those
who have embraced the contracep ve mentality, but we
deﬁnitely commit ourselves to become joyful witnesses of
what love, marriage, and family life are supposed to look
like in God’s plan. Those who live that plan manifest great
joy. By rejoicing in the gi4 of life, simplifying our lifestyle,
and seeking ﬁrst God’s Kingdom, we can let our light shine
before all, so that they can see the good we do and glorify
God (cf. Mt 5:16). And that will deﬁnitely help to build up a
culture of life.

Saint Mary’s Parish
Parish News

Religious Educa8on News

Stewardship Fair
Mar. 22, Grades 1Ͳ8 meet 6:00Ͳ7:10p. Grades 9Ͳ10 meet 6:00Ͳ
Thank you for a8ending the Stewardship Fair in the Community
7:30p. Students will meet in their classrooms and then a8end
Center a<er the 4 p.m. Mass on March 11 and a<er the 11 a.m.
Mass at 6:10p.
Mass on March 12. Volunteers will be available to answer quesSAVE THE DATE: Totus Tuus will be June 25Ͳ30th for students
:ons about the many opportuni:es at St. Mary’s for you to
entering 1st through 12th grade. It's always a great week of fun
share your God given gi<s and talents. There is something for
ac:vi:es for the kids to learn and grow in their faith! 
everyone and we need your help. Call the parish oﬃce for more
RCIA, Mar. 15. To learn more about the RCIA program, please
informa:on if you have ques:ons or missed it.
go to www.srsmrcia.com for more details.
Adoraon
Chippewa Valley Catholic Young Adults
Thank you for your commitment of prayer and :me for our
Eucharis:c Lord at Adora:on on Tuesday evenings from 5Ͳ9p. If
Welcoming all Catholics aged 18Ͳ39. Join our Facebook group:
your name is on the Adora:on SignͲup in the Narthex and you
Chippewa Valley Catholic Young Adults or join our email list by
are unable to come, please ﬁnd substute to ﬁll in for you. We
emailing Sara: rykal.sara@gmail.com. 
need 3Ͳ4 people commi8ed to each :me slot. If you can only
March 19: St. Patrick’s “A:er” Party at 309 E Polk Ave., Eau
stop for a brief visit, He is wai:ng for you.
Claire. BYO drink and a side to share; main dish is Irish stew.
Elizabeth Ministry
Begins at 6:30p. Call Audrey at 507Ͳ217Ͳ1369 for more info.
To add a name, due date/birth date, request a meal, or to volParish Council of Catholic Women
unteer, please call Emily Thurner at 715Ͳ864Ͳ3048. Please pray
for those who are expec:ng: Erin Tessendorf and Amy Quirk. 
PCCW General Meeng will be held in the ConferPrayer Chain
ence Room oﬀ the Narthex on Sunday, March 19,
To add a name or prayer inten:ons to the prayer chain, please
a<er the 11 a.m. Mass. This will be a potluck lunchemail Janet Fox generalbook@charter.com or call 715Ͳ834Ͳ6528.
eon. All women of the parish are invited.
Presentaon at St. Anthony Spirituality Center
Fr. John Schultz will be presen:ng four sessions on THE CHURCH
Knights of Columbus
TODAY WITH 50 YEARS, HOW VATICAN II AFFECTS MODERN
The regular monthly mee:ng will be held on Monday,
CATHOLICISM at St. Anthony Spirituality Center in Marathon,
April 3 in the Knights Room. The oﬃcers will meet at
WI., on March 24Ͳ25. It begins with supper at 6:30PM on Fri6:00p followed by the regular business mee:ng at 7:00p.
day and ends at 3:00PM on Saturday. The cost of $90 includes
overnight accommoda:ons, delicious meals, and program fees.
For more informa:on or to register, please contact St. Anthony's
at 715Ͳ443Ͳ2236 or info@sarcenter.com.
Or contact Fr. Schultz.
S. M’ P S
L M
APPLE Pregnancy Care Center thanks St.
Mary’s parishioners for their generous do- Pastoral Associate/Admin. Assistant
Saturday, March 18, 4:00p
na:on of $2,160.37 from the recent Baby Sharon Stearns
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x. 100  Lector
J Spalding
Bo8le Boomerang event.
 stmarypar@gmail.com
Bookkeeper 
Servers
H & L Johnson, T Perkins
St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week
A. Server R Kneer
Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x. 146
Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$7,754.00
Organist S Alexander
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com
Endowment Fund͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$100.00
Cantor
T Alexander
Director of Religious Educaon

Teens/Children͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$19.70
Ushers
W Liedl, J Hayden, R Meyer, 
Mary Kneer
715Ͳ835Ͳ1692

Oﬀertory (Plate)͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$1,662.82


R Verdegan
 maryk02@sbcglobal.net
Total Envelope & Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$9,536.52

Director of Sacred Music
Ash Wednesday͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$484.00
Sunday, March 19, 11:00a
Josh Gallagher
262Ͳ203Ͳ3552
Capital Campaign ͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$3,375.45
Lector
F Chukwudelunzu


Maintenance 

Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend:
4:00p ʹ M. Kneer and volunteer
11:00a ʹ L. Sumner and volunteer
Last Week’s Scrip Informaon
Number of Orders͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘15
Amount Sold͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$3,390.00
Proﬁt (approximately)͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$188.80
Monthly Proﬁt͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$188.80
Thank you!

Mike Marcon
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x. 141
 mjmmarcon@hotmail.com 
St. Mary’s School
715Ͳ830Ͳ2278
Kelly Mechelke, Principal
Carisa Smiskey, Dean of Students
Young Adult Ministry 
Colleen Duﬀy
 dmneelloc@gmail.com

Servers
A. Server
Organist
Cantor
Ushers
 
Counters

J, JP, & G Wolterstorﬀ
J Bechly
J Gallagher
L Gallagher
R Smeltzer, T Sykora, J Bauer,
G Wolterstorﬀ
C Mastej, C Kading, J Thom

St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish
Parish News


Family Faith Formaon
We could use more help with our soup
and sandwich suppers a<er Sta:ons of
the Cross on Sunday, March 19th,
and Sunday, April 2nd. Please let Marianne know if you are able to bring soup
and/or sandwiches to either. Thank you! 
10th graders: on Wednesday, March
15th we have our sponsorͲcandidate
mee:ng from 6:30Ͳ8pm. 9th graders will
meet at the same :me.




SAVE THE DATE: Totus Tuus will be June
25Ͳ30th for KͲ11th graders  (1st through
12th graders in summer). It's always a
great week of fun ac:vi:es for the kids to
learn and grow in their faith! 
Need Adorers
We need a few adorers from St. Raymond’s and St. Mary’s parishes to be present at Immaculate Concep:on Parish,
Eau Claire, on Friday, March 31 at 4Ͳ6p
and Saturday, April 1 at 4Ͳ6a which is
during their 24 Hours for the Lord. Adorers from all the Eau Claire Deanery parishes are needed and these hours were
suggested to our parishes. If you can be
there as an adorer at this :me, please
contact Elaine at the parish oﬃce: 715Ͳ
877Ͳ3400. Thank you.

Servers
Ushers
 
Greeters


J Campbell
J Lesniewski, D Sorge,
J Jaenke, B David
J Wolco8, D Starks



Sunday, March 19, 8:30a
Lector

Lenten Fish Fry Suppers will be
held on March 10, 17, 24, 31
and April 7. Serving begins at
4:00 to 7:30p and the menu
includes:
Deep Fried and Baked Cod
Loins, Au gra:n Potatoes, French Fries,
Green Beans, Baked Beans, Coleslaw,
Dessert, Bread Pudding, Milk and Coﬀee.
Call 715Ͳ877Ͳ3400 for more informa:on.
If you are willing to help out, let us know.
Congratula:ons to Delmar & Fran Travis
for achieving the Family of the Year
Award.
Congratula:ons to Mike Miller for
achieving the Knight of the Year Award.

We are looking for
someone to pray the
rosary with the residents
at the Augusta Nursing
Home. Please contact Carla at 715Ͳ225Ͳ
7419 if you are willing to do this. We can
discuss your availability and then work
out a schedule with the Nursing Home. 

Fall Fes8val CommiDee Mee8ng
There will be a Fall Fes:val Commi8ee Mee:ng
on Tuesday, March 21 at
7:00p in the library. Please plan on
a8ending.
We need all the subͲ
commi8ee chairs there so that we can
discuss the results of the survey and
begin our planning. We need someone
to serve as Fall Fes:val CoͲChair, Chicken
Dinner Chair, Kitchen Supervisor etc.
Please plan to a8end and help out.

Parish Council of Catholic Women
The Parish Council of Catholic Women will be holding a
bake walk at the KC Lenten
ﬁsh fries. There is a sign up
board in the back of church.
We are asking for volunteers to bake items (PLEASE
LABEL WHAT YOUR BAKED ITEM IS) and
for volunteers to work selling the paddles
for each week. Everyone's help is greatly
appreciated. Sign up early and sign up
o<en! Thank you, Claire ParrͲPCCW Bake
Walk Coordinator.
Are you interested in becoming more
ac:ve within our parish? A great way to
do that would be to serve as an oﬃcer in
our PCCW. We are currently looking for
women that would be able to serve in
these posi:ons: President, Vice President
or Secretary. Please contact Claire Parr
at 715Ͳ878Ͳ4184 if you are interested.
Thank you!

Administrave Assistant

Saturday, March 18, 6:00p
D Bezanson

Need Someone to Pray the Rosary

S. R!"#’ P S

L M
Lector

Knights of Columbus News

P Uhlig
 N Falbo, T Fischer, J Sauter
Servers
T Falbo, E Falbo, K Burmesch
Ushers
M Quirk, T Lindgren, 
 
J Sauer, B Severinski
Greeters D & C Fiser
Counters M Burmesch, S Fischer,
 
P Gentry

If you would like to volunteer to serve in
any of these ministries, please ﬁll out a
stewardship form and leave in the parish
oﬃce.

Elaine Welin
715Ͳ877Ͳ3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

Bookkeeper 
Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ533Ͳ0629
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com

Faith Formaon 
Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715Ͳ835Ͳ8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com
Mary King
715Ͳ878Ͳ9472
 kingmarter@gmail.com

Director of Sacred Music
Sydney Alexander 
715Ͳ828Ͳ1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Maintenance
Robert Grzyb
715Ͳ492Ͳ9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

PriestͲinͲResidence



Fr. John Schultz

715Ͳ271Ͳ0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com
S10444 Hwy 53, Fall Creek, WI 54742

Deanery Adora8on Sign Up
On March 18 & 19 there will be speakers
here to talk about Adora:on in the Eau
Claire Deanery currently being held at
Sacred Heart/St. Patrick’s on Fulton St. If
you have any ques:ons, please contact
Ann Werner at 715Ͳ505Ͳ4756.


St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘ $4,126.00
1st Oﬀering Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$10.00
Building Fund Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$440.00
Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$1,350.72
Total Envelope and Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘$5,926.72

24 Hours for the Lord

24 Hours for the Lord
Priests will be available throughout the enre
24 Hours for the Lord to celebrate the Sacrament of
Reconciliaon. There will also be Exposion and
Adoraon of the Blessed Sacrament.
Come and Celebrate the Great Mercy of God!

Begins Friday, March 31st at 4:00 PM
Concludes Saturday, April 1st at 4:00 PM

Immaculate Concepon Parish,
1712 Highland Avenue, Eau Claire

