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April 22 through April 30
Sat., Apr. 22

Sun., Apr. 23


Mon., Apr. 24
Tue., Apr. 25
Wed., Apr. 26
Thu., Apr. 27

Fri., Apr. 28
Sat., Apr. 29

Sun., Apr. 30




4:00p SM
Priest’s Intenon
6:00p  SR
† Mary Ann Sadek
8:30a  SR
Priest’s Intenon
11:00a SM
Terry & Linda Schuh

1:00p SM
Spanish: † Fr. Thomas McInnis
²²² No Mass ²²²
8:00a
SR
† James Gentry
8:00a
SM
† Norman Fox 
8:00a
SR
† Richard Puglisi
4:00p 
Mass at Grace Edgewood
9:00a
SM
† Tom & Pat Sander
4:00p SM
† Barb Bauer
6:00p SR
† Ray Seipel
8:30a
SR
† Bob & Phyllis Klees
11:00a SM
† Margie Servie
1:00p SM
Spanish: SM & SR Parishioners
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Thursday
Saturday 

E

7:00ʹ9:00p
SR
10:00aʹ12:00p  SM
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Pastor

Parochial Vicar





Fr. Derek Sakowski
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 101
frsakowski@gmail.com

Fr. Alan Guanella
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 140
aguanella@crossae.org

Rectory: 715Ͳ514Ͳ5113




Tuesday 
Thursday

5:00ʹ9:00p 
5:00ʹ10:00p

SM
SR
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Please submit informaon for the bullen to the parish oﬃce
by Sunday and inserts by Wednesday. Thank you.
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Reﬂecons from Fr. Derek Sakowski
Building a Culture of Life

ence, we quickly forget who we are as human beings.





I connue drawing insights from St. John
Paul’s 1995 encyclical le;er The Gospel
of Life, in which he exposes the “culture
of death” and invites Chrisans everywhere to build a culture of life and a
civilizaon of love.

To be sure, we can know truths apart from divine revelaon, by
using human reason alone. Each ﬁeld of study has its own parcular methods, which the Church encourages. But the best sciensts and scholars are always humble enough to admit the limits
of their ﬁeld of study, and reverent enough to remain openͲ
ended to His transcendence and sovereignty.





How did the culture of death ever get
so strong? John Paul oﬀers many
suggesons. One of the main causes is
“the eclipse of God,” which has in turn caused “an eclipse
of man.” We live in an era of secularism. Most people live as
though God didn’t exist. Perhaps they believe in Him; perhaps
they even a;end church services. But when it comes to our daily
living, many of us live as though He didn’t exist. Certainly a neutral thirdͲparty observer, taking note of our use of me and our
spending habits, wouldn’t always guess that God is the one who
is at the center of our lives.


Secularism has a long history. It began in the universies during
the Enlightenment, and ﬁltered its way down into everyday life. It
has now thoroughly saturated the culture (although the United
States has shown a bit more resiliency against it than has
Europe).


Smart people can say very ignorant things. During the soͲcalled
“Enlightenment,” certain scholars formulated biases against
Chrisanity ʹ and those old ideas connue to be clubs to beat us
with, even though they are not well founded in historical fact.
For example, there is the myth that most wars in history have
been caused by religious beliefs. Or the myth that the Catholic
Church was/is afraid of science. Or the myth that Chrisan feasts
like Christmas and Easter were invented in the Middle Ages as
ways of winning over pagans. Historical scholarship has long
since disproven all of these myths, but “smart” people have
made up their mind and won’t hear otherwise.


In the future, I can dispel these myths, one by one. Feel free also
to look up Bishop Robert Barron’s excellent talk on the “YouTube
Heresies” (his talk can be found on YouTube of course). He idenﬁes and answers some of the “smart” arguments that are pulling our young (and old) people away from the Church.

As John Paul explains, “once all reference to God has been removed, it is not surprising that the meaning of everything else
becomes profoundly distorted” (n. 22). For example, humans
used to believe that all of nature was created by God, and we
understood that creatures all have intrinsic purposes that must
be respected. Most cultures of the world sll have that understanding at some level. But in our prosperous and secular naons, we see nature as something that can be manipulated or
controlled at will to get the results that we want, whether with
our contracepve mentality or with our disregard for ecology.


Likewise, God was once clearly prominent in the horizon of our
everyday existence, and we easily viewed human life as sacred.
But now that God has been eclipsed in our daily existence, we
quickly see human life as a “thing.” Things are disposable; human
life is not. But we easily forget once God is erased from the equaon. Then all the “isms” quickly enter in ʹ materialism, consumerism, individualism, and hedonism. We begin to raonalize our
pushing aside of natural law and human rights, and the dehumanizing begins.


It was the “secular humanism” of the Enlightenment that allowed
the eclipse of God we have been experiencing. Ironically, what
was intended to glorify man (liberated from oppressive religion)
has actually unraveled human existence. That is why St. John Paul
II so oMen pushed for a “Chrisan humanism.” He loved human
learning and human accomplishments (and reminded us that the
Church has always loved these things!). But he knew that only
with Christ at the center will any humanism actually endure. During this Easter Season, may we all restore Christ to the center of
our lives and allow Him to guide us to building an authenc humanism, in which human genius is appreciated precisely because
it all comes from God.

Sacraments



For now, we can take note that people oMen turn to these
“smart” ideas when they are struggling with loss or tragedy, and
don’t want to walk the painful journey of grieving with the Lord.
Or they have chosen a lifestyle that goes against the Gospel, and
want to raonalize their neglect of God, whom (deep down) they
know they should serve. It is impossible to erase our human longing for God. We are made for Him. But we can cover over that
desire by ulizing smart and smug straw man arguments to think
that we know be;er, not realizing that we are just raonalizing
and avoiding. 


Whatever the roots and causes, there is no queson that we live
in a culture that has become forgePul of God. The unexpected
result has been an “eclipse of man.” Quong Vacan II, John Paul
explains that “when God is forgo;en, the creature itself grows
unintelligible” (n. 22). Once we lose God as our point of refer-

Bapsm: Parents should request the bapsm of their infants at least two months prior to the ancipated date of 
bapsm. A class for parents is required. See your parish
website for more informaon, to download forms, and to
see upcoming bapsmal class dates.


Marriage: Couples who want to request the celebraon of
the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the pastor at the
me of formal engagement or at least six months prior to
the ancipated date of marriage. 


Anoinng of the Sick: Those who are seriously ill or have
been sick for a long period of me should receive the 
Sacrament of the Sick and Holy Communion. Please call one
of the parish oﬃces to make arrangements.

Saint Mary’s Parish
Parish News

Religious Educa3on News
Mother’s Day Rose Sale 

The Eau Claire Chapter of Wisconsin Right toLife is holding its annual Rose Sale aer Masses on Mother's Day
weekend.The beauty and delicacy of the rose remind us
of the dignity of each human life; its red color and thorns
reminds us of the untold lives lost to abor&on. Please
consider purchasing a rose for the special woman in your
life. Suggested dona&on: $3 each or 2 for $5. 

Elizabeth Ministry
To add a name, due date/birth date, request a meal, or to volunteer, please call Emily Thurner at 715Ͳ864Ͳ3048. Please pray for
those who are expec&ng: Erin Tessendorf, Amy Quirk, & Melissa
Kohlmann. 

Basic Evangeliza#on Training
The Diocese is hos&ng a workshop at the end of April to train parish
members in Evangeliza&on. Many of us feel the need to evangelize
in our families, workplace, and neighborhood but oen lack the
conﬁdence and the skills to do so. The parish will gladly sponsor
anyone who would like to a=end the workshop, which will be held
the last weekend of April. Talk to Fr. Sakowski if interested. Look on
thebulle&nboard for more info. 

500 Years of Lutheran/Catholic History 
A presenta&on for Catholics, Lutherans, and others from the Chippewa Valley on Wednesday, May 3, 7:00Ͳ8:15PM, at Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church, 1300 Mansﬁeld St, Chippewa Falls. Presenters are
Rev. Curt Rohland (Lutheran) and Fr. John Schultz (Catholic). Although there will be a brief brush of the 500 year history plus a looking to the future, the focus will be on the 50 years beginning in 1517
and the 50 years ending in 2017 plus our similari&es and diﬀerences. This presenta&on is part of a series in prepara&on for the
commemora&on October 29 of the 500th anniversary of the Lutheran Reforma&on followed by the Catholic CounterͲReforma&on. The
Chippewa Falls, Eau Claire and Menomonie
area public are encouraged to a=end. There is
S. M’
no fee.

Apr. 26, Grades 1Ͳ8 meet 6:00Ͳ7:10p. Grades 9Ͳ10 meet 6Ͳ7:30p. 
RCIA, April 26. To learn more about the RCIA program, please
go to www.srsmrcia.com for more details.
Eau Claire Deanery Youth Group Fundraiser for students going
to Steubenville San Diego. Plan to eat at Chipotle on April 25,
4:30Ͳ8:30p and tell the cashier “I am with the youth group!” and
the Eau Claire Deanery Youth Group will receive 50% from each
meal purchased! Enjoy a night out and support the youth! 
First Holy Communion will be at the 11:00a Mass on April 30.
Please pray for the children receiving this Blessed Sacrament.
Conﬁrma#on will be at 1:00p on May 13, at Immaculate Concepon Church, Eau Claire. Please pray for those receiving the
GiM of the Holy Spirit.

Parish Council of Catholic Women
Women of the parish, vote for board members and a PCCW
insignia aMer Masses this weekend. 
A second collec#on for the La Crosse Diocesan Council of Catholic Women Annual Collecon will be taken
this weekend to support Diocesan charitable works.
Plan to a;end the next PCCW social gathering on
Saturday, May 6, beginning at 11:00a at the home of
Sharon Stearns, 8457 Nine Mile Creek Rd., Fall Creek.
The theme will be the Kentucky Derby. Wear your big
hat and enjoy an aMernoon of Catholic fellowship and
fun with your Sisters in Christ.

Knights of Columbus
The regular monthly meeng will be held on Monday,
May 1 in the Knights Room. The oﬃcers will meet at
6:00p followed by the regular business meeng at 7:00p.
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Pastoral Associate/Admin. Assistant

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week
Easter͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$2,737.00
Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$4,657.00
Endowment Fund͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$0.00
Teens/Children͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$27.60
Oﬀertory (Plate)͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$1,477.21
Total Envelope & Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$8,898.81
Capital Campaign ͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$1,521.00
Easter Flowers͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$997.01
Works of Charity͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$2,384.64


Saturday, April 29, 4:00p

Sharon Stearns
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x. 100 
 stmarypar@gmail.com

Bookkeeper 

Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x. 146
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com

Director of Religious Educaon



Mary Kneer
715Ͳ835Ͳ1692
 maryk02@sbcglobal.net

Director of Sacred Music
Josh Gallagher

262Ͳ203Ͳ3552

Lector

J Spalding

Servers
A. Server
Organist
Cantor
Ushers

 


H & L Johnson, M Talley
D Wogernese
S Alexander
M Welle
P Connell, J Hayden, R Kneer,
W Liedl

Sunday, April 30, 11:00a

Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend:

Maintenance 

Lector

J Van Hemert

4:00p ʹ M. Kneer and J Rohn
11:00a ʹ Scrip will not be sold
Last Week’s Scrip Informa#on
Number of Orders͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘08
Amount Sold͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$2,330.00
Proﬁt (approximately)͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$132.38
Monthly Proﬁt͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$588.74
Thank you!

Mike Marcon
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x. 141
 mjmmarcon@hotmail.com 
St. Mary’s School
715Ͳ830Ͳ2278
Kelly Mechelke, Principal
Carisa Smiskey, Dean of Students
Young Adult Ministry 
Colleen Duﬀy
 dmneelloc@gmail.com

Servers
A. Server
Organist
Cantor
Ushers
 
Counters

C Chilson, L Frank, T Perkins
J Bechly
J Gallagher
S Alexander
B Behounek, T Sykora, 
Volunteer, R Mullenberg
C Mastej, J Thom, C Kading

St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish
Parish News


Family Faith Forma#on
KͲ8 and Conﬁrma#on families: please
pray for our 2nd graders who will be receiving their First Communion on Sunday,
May 7th, and for our 10th graders who
will be conﬁrmed on Saturday, May 13th.
Our last class for KͲ8 is on Sunday, April
30th and our last Conﬁrmaon class will
be on Wednesday, April 26th. 
SAVE THE DATE: Totus Tuus will beJune
25Ͳ30th for those going into 1st through
12th grades in the fall. It is always a great
week of fun acvies for the kids to learn
and grow in their faith! 
Funeral Dinner CoͲChair
We are looking for a Funeral Dinner CoͲ
Chair. For details , call the parish oﬃce at
715Ͳ877Ͳ3400 for more details.
St. Raymond Fall Fes#val
Be sure to mark your calendars for Friday,
Saturday & SundayͶAugust 25, 26 & 27,
2017 for our wonderful Fall Fesval! 
Library
Have you checked out some of the new
library books? Do so today!
Eucharis#c Adora#on
Eucharisc Adoraon is held on Thursdays from 5:00Ͳ10:00p with confessions
at 7:00Ͳ9:00p.

L M
Saturday, April 29, 6:00p
Lector

Servers
Ushers
Greeters


R Schmi;

J Campbell
K & C King, P & J Quirk
D & B Sorge

Sunday, April 30, 8:30a
Lector

V Sigurdson
 B Gruba, B Lesniewski,
 
M Callaghan
Servers
G Mayer, P & C Callaghan
Ushers
J Lesniewski, B Severinski
 
K Roberts, M Quirk
Greeters D & C Fiser
Counters T & S Mayer, R Guntner



If you would like to volunteer to serve in
any of the ministries, please ﬁll out a
stewardship form and turn in to the parish
oﬃce.

Fall Fes3val 

Quil3ng Work Night

A;enon St. Raymond
CraMers: We are in need
of craM items and baked
goods for the Fall Fesval
Country Market. Suggesons are: Christmas decoraons, jewelry,
knit and crocheted items, doll clothes,
embroidery and wood working items.
Bluebird houses are a big seller. Canned
items, including salsa, pickles, jams and
jellies and baked items are also great
sellers. We also take fresh produce. If
you have any quesons, please call
Jeanne Liddell at 715Ͳ878Ͳ4641.

Quilng Work Night for the
Fall Fesval Raﬄe will be held
on Monday, April 24 at 6:30p.
The pa;ern this year is
"Disappearing Nine Patch" and we look
forward to working with our same crew
of quilters and welcomenew quilt enthusiasts or others wanng to learn about
quilng. Please bring your rotary cu;ers
and rulers the ﬁrst night. Will
be cuZng many 4Ͳ1/2 x 4Ͳ1/2 inch
blocks that night. This is an opportunity
to contribute to the Fall Fesval
bysharing your me and talentand enjoy
the camaraderie while working with other quilters.  Any quesons, please contact Pat Dimmi; at 715Ͳ597Ͳ2372. 

First Communion & Conﬁrma3on
First Holy Communion will be held on
Sunday, May 7th at the 8:30a Mass.

Conﬁrma#on will be held on Saturday,
May 13 at Immaculate Concepon Parish
in Eau Claire at 1:00p.

Please keep all of our youth in your prayers as they receive these sacraments.

Homebound Visits
If you know of someone
who is homebound and
would like Holy Communion
brought to them, please
contact Carla Kostka at 715Ͳ
597Ͳ3690 or by cell at 715Ͳ225Ͳ7419.

NeededͶTend Flowers Inside

S. R!"#’ P S
Administrave Assistant
Elaine Welin
715Ͳ877Ͳ3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

Bookkeeper 
Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ533Ͳ0629
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com

Need Volunteers: If you
are willing to provide and
arrange
the
ﬂowers
around the altar for just
one weekend a month
for the summer months,
please contact the parish
oﬃce at 715Ͳ877Ͳ3400, along with the
date(s) that ﬁt into your schedule. Thank
you so much!

Faith Formaon 
Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715Ͳ835Ͳ8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com
Mary King
715Ͳ878Ͳ9472
 kingmarter@gmail.com

Director of Sacred Music
Sydney Alexander 
715Ͳ828Ͳ1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Maintenance
Robert Grzyb
715Ͳ492Ͳ9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

PriestͲinͲResidence



Fr. John Schultz

715Ͳ271Ͳ0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com
S10444 Hwy 53, Fall Creek, WI 54742







St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘ $2,005.00
Easter Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$2,393.33
Youth Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$2.00
Building Fund Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$125.00
Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$1,695.00
Easter Lily Memorials͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$10.00
Newspapers͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$38.00
Total Envelope and Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘$6,268.33

Pray for our Priests
On the Lighthouse Media CD, “The Necessity of Divine
Mercy”, Fr. Chris Alar, said that prior to his ordinaon,
a priest hearing his confession asked him if he was
ready to be ordained. A"er responding yes, the priest
in the confessional said “Be aware, your picture will be
posted on the walls of hell.” As a layperson, that is a
somber thought! We are quick to forget the sacriﬁces
our priests make for us. 


Please pray for Barry Saylor and Kyle Laylan who are
being ordained as Deacons on May 6. Pray for Aaron
Becker, Juan Pedro Roblez Baltazar and Peter Kieﬀer
who are being ordained on June 24th at the Cathedral
of St. Joseph the Workman, 530 Main St., La Crosse,
WI. They will need our prayers as they serve the Lord.


A great opportunity to pray for our priests is to get
involved in the Seven Sister Apostolate. This Apostolate
is a call to strengthen the Church by ensuring that a
Holy Hour is prayed each day of the week for the sole
intenon of a speciﬁc priest or bishop or lavishing of
prayer for his deeper conformity to Christ. If you would
like to parcipate in the Seven Sisters Apostolate at
St. Mary’s and St. Raymond’s, please contact Monica
Mohan at 715Ͳ878Ͳ4363. 

Prayer for a Priest


O Jesus, our great High Priest, hear my humble
prayers on behalf of your priest, Father [N]. Give
him a deep faith, a bright and ﬁrmhopeand
a burning love which willever increase in the
course of his priestly life.
In his loneliness, comfort him. In his sorrows,
strengthen him. In his frustra$ons, point out to
him that it is through suﬀering that thesoulis
puriﬁed and show him that he is needed by the
Church, he is needed by souls, he is needed for
the work of redemp$on.
O loving Mother Mary, Mother of Priests, take to
your heart your son who is close to you because

“In strengthening the priest
you strengthen the whole Church…
Strengthen the priest
and you strengthen the whole foundaon,
you strengthen everything in the Church.”

of his priestly ordina$on, and because of the power
which he has received to carry on the work
ofChristin a world which needs him so much.
Be his comfort, be his joy, be his strength, and
especially help him to live and to defend the ideals
of consecrated celibacy.

Ͷ Fr. Gerald Fitzgerald, S.P 

Amen. 

