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April 29 through May 7
Sat., Apr. 29 4:00p SM
† Barb Bauer

6:00p  SR
† Ray Seipel
Sun., Apr. 30 8:30a  SR
† Bob & Phyllis Klees

11:00a SM
† Margie Servie 


1:00p SM
Spanish: SM & SR Parishioners
Mon., May 1 ²²² No Mass ²²²
Tue., May 2 *9:00a SR
† Mary Gentry
Wed., May 3 8:00a
SM
† Claire Zenner
Thu., May 4 8:00a
SR
† Elaine Goss

2:00p 
Mass at The Classic
Fri., May 5
9:00a
SM
† Jean & Walter Nelson
Sat., May 6
9:00a
SM
Priest’s Inten5on

4:00p SM
† Katherine Nelson

6:00p SR
† Pat Schneider
Sun., May 7 8:30a
SR
† Barbara Puglisi

11:00a SM
† John Rindo

1:00p SM
Spanish: SM & SR Parishioners
*Regis Retreat Mass
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Thursday
Saturday 

E
Pastor

Parochial Vicar





Fr. Derek Sakowski
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 101
frsakowski@gmail.com

Fr. Alan Guanella
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 140
aguanella@crossae.org

Rectory: 715Ͳ514Ͳ5113

7:00ʹ9:00p
SR
10:00aʹ12:00p  SM
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Tuesday 
Thursday

5:00ʹ9:00p 
5:00ʹ10:00p

SM
SR
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Please submit informa5on for the bulle5n to the parish oﬃce
by Sunday and inserts by Wednesday. Thank you.

FORMED.ORG Parish Code: JR6NZW  The Catholic Faith. On Demand.

Vol. 2 • No. 18 

Reﬂecons from Fr. Derek Sakowski
Building a Culture of Life


I con5nue drawing insights from St. John
Paul’s 1995 encyclical le<er The Gospel
of Life, in which he exposes the “culture
of death” and invites Chris5ans everywhere to build a culture of life and a civiliza5on of love.


Last week, we considered the “eclipse of
God,” which has in turn caused an
“eclipse of man.” Today we can consider the way in which conscience has become darkened and distorted.


As a culture, we gradually became forgeCul of God. Li<le by li<le,
this forgeCulness has led us to an enormous confusion over who
we are as human beings, made in God’s image. Amidst this confusion, one of the greatest tragedies has been the erosion of conscience as a clear moral guide for human behavior.


Conscience never goes away. We can deny; we can ra5onalize;
we can minimize ʹ but truth is truth. Each of us experiences
a strong inner voice that convicts us about the par5cular good
we must do and the par5cular evil we must avoid. And when we
violate our conscience, we experience guilt.


Many of us today a<empt to “mute” the voice of our conscience.
We avoid silence and surround ourselves with busyness and
noise. We numb our pain and try to hide ourselves in various
“drugs” of choice: food, drink, entertainment, money fantasies,
sexual fantasies, blame, anger, rage, etc. Some individuals have
virtually killed their conscience by habitually pursuing these
means. But it never truly goes away, because it is the reﬂec5on
of God’s light and the echo of His voice within the depths of our
soul.


Perhaps the greatest damage of the last 50 years has been done
by Catholic theologians and even some Catholic bishops, who
have actually appealed to the “primacy of conscience” to defend
Catholics who violate divine and natural law on the issues of
contracep5on, abor5on, and unlawful marriages. While it is true
that we must respect the conscience of others (as their true inner
sanctuary of God’s presence), conscience is not a copout.


First, on the objec5ve side, there is a serious duty on the part of
all of us to inform our consciences according to the truth. As the
Catechism explains, “Conscience must be informed and moral
judgment enlightened. A wellͲformed conscience is upright
and truthful. It formulates its judgments according to reason,
in conformity with the true good willed by the wisdom of the
Creator. The educa5on of conscience is indispensable for human
beings who are subjected to nega5ve inﬂuences and tempted by
sin to prefer their own judgment and to reject authorita5ve
teachings” (n. 1783). If we truly love individuals who are choosing
against God’s law or natural law, it is our duty to help them to
have a wellͲinformed conscience. We can love and accept the
person while disagreeing with the behavior. We all agree that
overea5ng or binge drinking or hoarding or selfͲpity are not
healthy behaviors. In “tough love,” many of us learn to challenge
our loved one to make be<er choices, while always being there
with aﬃrma5on and support. For some reason, when it comes to

human sexuality, any moral objec5ons are immediately construed as a personal a<ack. 



Subjec5vely speaking, we should also be aware of how
conscience actually works. By God’s design, we human beings
experience conscience as an inner voice, one that tells us with
great convic5on what we must do or what we must not do. It is
not a voice of moral license, telling us that “it’s okay if you do
this” or “don’t worry about that.” As the bishops put it at Va5can
II, “Deep within his conscience man discovers a law which he has
not laid upon himself but which he must obey” (Gaudium et Spes,
n. 16). 


No5ce the contrast here. Normally, when someone chooses to
par5cipate in an abor5on, or to pursue a gay lifestyle, or to leave
one spouse and marry another, he is not experiencing a deep
inner moral convic5on that he must go and do so, lest he be
guilty of sin. So an appeal to conscience does not apply.


Indeed, that is precisely what Blessed John Henry Newman, the
great champion of conscience rights in the 1800’s, warned
against. In his le<er to the Duke of Norfolk, he wrote,
“Conscience is a stern monitor, but in this century it has been
superseded by a counterfeit, which the eighteen centuries prior
to it never heard of, and could not have mistaken for it, if they
had. It is the right of selfͲwill.” In other words, individuals today
oLen appeal to conscience as a ra5onaliza5on for asser5ng their
own selfͲwill, to be able to do what they want and not be accountable to a higher authority. It doesn’t work that way.


Conscience can be corrupted by the lies and egoism of our society, and then it fails to be a trustworthy guide. The greatest tragedy comes when we begin to believe those lies and try to ra5onalize away our sinful choices. St. John Paul II describes this tragedy
as a disturbing fulﬁllment of Isaiah’s prophecy: “When conscience, this bright lamp of the soul (cf. Mt 6:22Ͳ23), calls ‘evil
good and good evil’ (Is 5:20), it is already on the path to the most
alarming corrup5on and the darkest moral blindness” (n. 24).


We live in an age in which selfͲwill has been exalted and truth
has been eclipsed. Then conscience loses its way, and moral
destruc5on ensues. If we wish to build a culture of life, we must
form our consciences according to God’s truth and teach others
to do the same.

Sacraments
Bapsm: Parents should request the bapsm of their infants at least two months prior to the ancipated date of 
bapsm. A class for parents is required. See your parish
website for more informaon, to download forms, and to
see upcoming bapsmal class dates.

Anoinng of the Sick: Those who are seriously ill or have
been sick for a long period of me should receive the 
Sacrament of the Sick and Holy Communion. Please call one
of the parish oﬃces to make arrangements.

Saint Mary’s Parish
Parish News

Religious Educa3on News

Farewell for Fr. Guanella
Please join us in the Community Center aer the 4:00p
and/or 11:00a Masses on the weekend of May 6/7 for
a farewell gathering and apprecia"on for Fr. Guanella
before he leaves for Washington, D.C. 

Anniversary Blessing
If you and your spouse will be celebra"ng your wedding anniversary
in May, please signͲup in the Narthex to receive a blessing at the
11:00a Mass on May 14. There will be Social Sunday and a celebra"on in the Community Center following Mass.

Mother’s Day Rose Sale 
The Eau Claire Chapter of Wisconsin Right toLife is holding its annual Rose Sale aer Masses on Mother's Day weekend. The beauty
and delicacy of the rose reminds us of the dignity of each human
life; its red color and thorns reminds us of the untold lives lost to
abor"on. Please consider purchasing a rose for the special woman
in your life. Suggested dona"on: $3 each or 2 for $5. 

Elizabeth Ministry
To add a name, due date/birth date, request a meal, or to volunteer, please call Emily Thurner at 715Ͳ864Ͳ3048. Please pray for
those who are expec"ng: Erin Tessendorf, Amy Quirk, & Melissa
Kohlmann. 

500 Years of Lutheran/Catholic History 
A presenta"on for Catholics, Lutherans, and others from the Chippewa Valley on Wednesday, May 3, 7:00Ͳ8:15PM, at Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church, 1300 Mansﬁeld St, Chippewa Falls. Presenters are
Rev. Curt Rohland (Lutheran) and Fr. John Schultz (Catholic). The
focus will be on the 50 years beginning in 1517 and the 50 years
ending in 2017 plus our similari"es and diﬀerences. This presenta"on is part of a series in prepara"on for the commemora"on October 29 of the 500th anniversary of the Lutheran Reforma"on followed by the Catholic CounterͲReforma"on. The Chippewa Falls,
Eau Claire and Menomonie area public are
encouraged to aJend. There is no fee.

Congratula4ons to the First Holy Communion students receiving the sacrament at the 11:00a Mass on April 30. Please pray
for the children receiving this Blessed Sacrament.
Conﬁrma4on will be at 1:00p on May 13, at Immaculate Concep5on Church, Eau Claire. Please pray for those receiving the
GiL of the Holy Spirit.
Totus Tuus will be held June 25Ͳ30th at St. Mary’s for students
currently in grades KͲ11th. Parents please, remember to register
your children for Totus Tuus. It's a wonderful week of fun and
forma5onfor the kids!

Parish Council of Catholic Women
Plan to a<end the next PCCW social gathering on Saturday, May 6, beginning at 11:00a at the home of Sharon Stearns, 8457 Nine Mile Creek Rd., Fall Creek. The
theme will be the Kentucky Derby. Wear your big hat
and enjoy an aLernoon of Catholic fellowship and fun
with your Sisters in Christ. We will also have installa5on
of oﬃcers: Toni Buck, President; Angie Koenig, ViceͲ
President; Cindy Melgard, Secretary. Congratula5on to these women and apprecia5on to
the past board members who have generously
served our parish and PCCW.


Thank you to all the women who voted last week
on the PCCW insignia. This is the one chosen.

Knights of Columbus
The regular monthly mee5ng will be held on Monday,
May 1 in the Knights Room. The oﬃcers will meet at
6:00p followed by the regular business mee5ng at 7:00p.
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Prayer Chain
Pastoral Associate/Admin. Assistant
To add a name or prayer inten"ons to the
Sharon Stearns
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x. 100 
prayer chain, please email Janet Fox general stmarypar@gmail.com
book@charter.com or call 715Ͳ834Ͳ6528. 

Bookkeeper 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$4,870.00
Endowment Fund͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$0.00
Teens/Children͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$21.92
Oﬀertory (Plate)͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$567.93
Total Envelope & Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$5,459.85
Capital Campaign ͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$921.67


Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend:
4:00p ʹ M. Kneer and J Rohn
11:00a ʹ A. Wolterstorﬀ and T. Goe<l
Last Week’s Scrip Informa4on
Number of Orders͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘20
Amount Sold͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$3,405.00
Proﬁt (approximately)͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$183.15
Monthly Proﬁt͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$771.93
Thank you!

Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x. 146
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com

Director of Religious Educaon



Mary Kneer
715Ͳ835Ͳ1692
 maryk02@sbcglobal.net

Director of Sacred Music
Josh Gallagher

Saturday, May 6, 4:00p
Lector

M Hanson

Servers
 
A. Server
Organist
Cantor

Ushers
 

Z Niedzwiecki, T Perkins, I
Petersilka
G LeGore
A Plaetz
T Alexander
W Liedl, M Talley, R Meyer, 
R Verdegan



262Ͳ203Ͳ3552

Maintenance 
Mike Marcon
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x. 141
 mjmmarcon@hotmail.com 
St. Mary’s School
715Ͳ830Ͳ2278
Kelly Mechelke, Principal
Carisa Smiskey, Dean of Students
Young Adult Ministry 
Colleen Duﬀy
 dmneelloc@gmail.com

Sunday, May 7, 11:00a
Lector

M Doney

Servers
A. Server
Organist
Cantor
Ushers
 
Counters

T Doney, J Hurlburt, C Chilson
J Bechly
S Alexander
Youth Choir
R Smeltzer, M Chilson, D
Hawker, J Cooley
C Mastej, C Kading, J Thom

St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish
Parish News

Quil3ng Work Night

Fall Fes3val 

Family Faith Forma4on
Thank you, parents, for an amazing year
of Family Forma5on! Parents, thank you
for all of the 5meand eﬀort you put into
working with your children. Teachers,
thank you for your great eﬀorts in the
classroom! Everyone contributed to
make this a beau5ful year of forma5on.

Our next Quil5ng Work Night
is scheduled for Monday, May
1 at 6:30p in the parish hall.
Please plan to join us in making another beau5ful quilt to be a great
prize on our Fall Fes5val Raﬄe! If you
have any ques5ons, please contact  Pat
Dimmi< at 715Ͳ597Ͳ2372. 

A<en5on St. Raymond
CraLers: We are in need
of craL items and baked
goods for the Fall Fes5val
Country Market. Sugges5ons are: Christmas decora5ons, jewelry,
knit and crocheted items, doll clothes,
embroidery and wood working items.
Bluebird houses are a big seller. Canned
items, including salsa, pickles, jams and
jellies and baked items are also great
sellers. We also take fresh produce. If
you have any ques5ons, please call
Jeanne Liddell at 715Ͳ878Ͳ4641.



10th graders and sponsors: Conﬁrma5on
rehearsal is Wednesday, May 3rd,
from7:00Ͳ8:00pat St. Raymond's.


KͲ11th grade parents, remember to register your children for Totus Tuus. It's the
week of June 25Ͳ30th, and it's
a wonderful week of forma5on for the
kids!
St. Raymond Fall Fes4val
Be sure to mark your calendars for Friday,
Saturday & SundayͶAugust 25, 26 & 27,
2017 for our wonderful Fall Fes5val! 
Eucharis4c Adora4on
Eucharis5c Adora5on is held on Thursdays from 5:00Ͳ10:00p with confessions
at 7:00Ͳ9:00p.
Rosary
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary
are prayed before Mass on Sunday mornings beginning at 7:50a. 


L M
Saturday, May 6, 6:00p
Lector

D Bezanson


Servers
Ushers


J Campbell
T Starks, J Jaenke

Sunday, May 7, 8:30a
Lector

M Callaghan
 N Falbo, C Kostka, J Sauter
Servers
T Falbo, A Ricciardi,
 
M Hoﬀ
Ushers
J Krupka, J Rollins, K Roberts,
 
P Quirk
Greeters J & K Krupka
Counters P Gentry, D & E Walker

If you would like to volunteer for any ministry and need training, please let us
know. 





Conﬁrma3on 
Conﬁrma4on will be held on
Saturday, May 13 at Immaculate Concep5on Parish in
Eau Claire at 1:00p. Please
keep all of our youth in your
prayers as they receive the
Sacrament of Conﬁrma&on.

New MembersͶWELCOME

Wedding Anniversary Blessing
Are you celebra5ng your wedding anniversary
in the month of
MAY? If so, please sign up on the Marriage/Anniversary Blessing sheet on the
table in gathering space. There will be a
blessing aLer each Mass on May 13/14.
Refreshments will be served aLer Mass.

S. R!"#’ P S
Administrave Assistant
Elaine Welin
715Ͳ877Ͳ3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

Bookkeeper 
Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ533Ͳ0629
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com

Faith Formaon 

Please welcome the following members
to our St. Raymond Parish Family:
Collin & Ashley Armstrong & Family
Jonathan & Michelle Beimborn & Family
Terri Introwitz & Family
Tom & Tina Johnston & Family
Lonnie & Solie Solie & Family

The following were recently bap5zed at
St. Raymond’s:
Camille Rose Sparby 
Nicolas Chad Langiewicz
Saydee Mae Langiewicz
Avery Elizabeth Leque
May is:

Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715Ͳ835Ͳ8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com

Director of Sacred Music
Sydney Alexander 
715Ͳ828Ͳ1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Maintenance
Robert Grzyb
715Ͳ492Ͳ9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

PriestͲinͲResidence



Fr. John Schultz

715Ͳ271Ͳ0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com
S10444 Hwy 53, Fall Creek, WI 54742







St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘ $3,758.00
Easter Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$695.00
Youth Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$1.00
Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$691.25
Building Fund Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$40.00
Total Envelope and Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘$5,185.25

Celebrang 150 YearsͶDiocese of La Crosse

The Diocese of La Crosse will be 
celebrang 150 years in 2018!!


The Diocese of La Crosse will be publishing a Sesquicentennial Book (350 pages)
includes 159 parish history stories and photos from parishes, etc. The Bookwill
be ready later this year. Cost is just $33 per book. 

Here at St. Raymond’s & St. Mary’s, we want to know if you would like to preͲ
order your copy(ies) of this wonderful history book. If so, please ﬁll out the form
below and return to the parish oﬃce.


Yes, I would like to preͲorder _________________ copy(ies) of the Diocese of
La Crosse Sesquicentennial Book x $33 per book. (NO NEED TO PAY NOW!)


My contact informa0on:
Name: ___________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
Phone: ___________________________________________________________
Email: ____________________________________________________________

I agree to pay St. Raymond Parish or St. Mary’s Parish the amount of $ _____________
for ___________ copy(ies) of this book. I understand the book will be available some$me next fall. 

Signature: _____________________________________________________________


Please drop this in the collecon basket or leave at the parish oﬃce before June 1.
Thank you. If you have any quesons, please contact Elaine (715Ͳ877Ͳ3400) or Sharon
(715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 100). More info: h0p://diolc.org/ﬁles/150/PromoonalFlyer.PDF

