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June 10 through June 18
Sat., June 10

Sun., June 11


Mon., June 12
Tue., June 13
Wed., June 14
Thu., June 15

Fri., June 16
Sat., June 17

Sun., June 18





4:00p SM
Love Joyce Schuster
6:00p  SR
† Ernest Kuhnen
8:30a  SR
Priest’s Inten$on
11:00a SM
Carol & Don Mastej 
1:00p SM
Spanish: SM & SR Parishioners
²²² No Mass ²²²
8:00a
SR
† Ray Seipel
8:00a
SM
† Cherie & Steven Boley
8:00a
SR
† Jana Iverson
3:30p 
Mass at Oakwood Villa
9:00a
SM
† Dr. James Benning
4:00p SM
† Katherine Nelson
6:00p SR
† Family of Guy & Mary Wood
8:30a
SR
Kay Holt
11:00a SM
Priest’s Inten$on
1:00p SM
Spanish: SM & SR Parishioners
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Saturday 

E

7:00ʹ9:00p
SR
10:00aʹ12:00p  SM
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Pastor

Parochial Vicar





Fr. Derek Sakowski
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 101

Fr. Daniel Thelen
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 140

frsakowski@gmail.com
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5:00ʹ9:00p 
5:00ʹ10:00p

SM
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Please submit informa$on for the bulle$n to the parish oﬃce
by Sunday and inserts by Wednesday. Thank you.
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Reﬂecons from Fr. Derek Sakowski
Building a Culture of Life


We con$nue reﬂec$ng on Pope John
Paul Great’s call to build a culture of life
and a civiliza$on of love. This week we
can consider the threat oﬀered by
“misguided mercy.” Already in 1995,
when he wrote The Gospel of Life, there
was a “misguided pity at the sight of the
pa$ent’s suﬀering,” and a resul$ng proposal “to eliminate malformed babies,
the severely handicapped, the disabled, the elderly ʹ especially
when they are not selfͲsuﬃcient ʹ and the terminally ill” (n. 15).



This past fall, the BBC ran a documentary en$tled “A World Without Down’s Syndrome?” The story features a mother, Sally
Philips, and her 11ͲyearͲold son Olly. She cri$cizes the medical
profession for pain$ng a dark picture of what life will be like trying to raise a Down child. Unless the parents have strong moral
convic$ons and a fair amount of biomedical knowledge, they can
easily be swayed at such a vulnerable $me. Disturbingly, in the
United Kingdom, 90% of children are aborted if they are prenatally screened as having Down Syndrome. In Iceland, the number
has been 100% over the last 5 years.


But it is in sickness and old age that “misguided mercy” has especially bewitched our culture. Increasingly, those of us living in the
world’s aﬄuent na$ons struggle immensely to accept aging and
suﬀering as part of life. My seminary classmates from Africa and
Asia always marveled at these American trends. In their cultures,
old age is esteemed and celebrated, and suﬀering and death are
taken as a given. Many of their friends and family members have
suﬀered tragedy or un$mely death, and they have no illusions of
a comfortable or easy existence.


But in Europe and the United States, we have been spoiled by
technological success and economic prosperity. We now expect
to have a long and comfortable life, never to have to go through
trials, and to feel perpetually young. We ﬁght and kick and
scream (some$mes quite literally) when the $me comes to
accept that we are no longer young, that we need assistance,
that we can no longer walk or drive or live on our own, etc. Decades of media and adver$sing have deluded our minds into thinking that youth and ease and comfort are “rights” that we should
never have to give up. In a culture that values doing over being,
we feel worthless if we can no longer “do.”


Jesus, by contrast, teaches us clearly that we must take up our
cross daily if we wish to follow Him (Luke 9:23), and that we will
have trials in this world ʹ but to suﬀer with courage, because He
has overcome the world (John 16:33). He came as our Lord and
Savior, not elimina$ng suﬀering from human existence (not for
now anyway) ʹ but rather inves$ng it with dignity and meaning
by suﬀering on the Cross. The Way of the Cross, which we all
must walk, becomes the very path of glory. When we unite our
suﬀerings to those of Christ, they remain profoundly troubling
(just as Jesus was troubled in the Garden of Gethsemane), but we
gain hope in eternal glory.


In 2 Corinthians 12:9Ͳ10, St. Paul alludes to a painful personal

trial of some sort (perhaps an habitual struggle with sin?) that
leaves him feeling powerless. But the Lord kept telling him, “My
grace is suﬃcient for you ʹ for power is made perfect in weakness.” And so Paul concludes: “I will rather boast most gladly of
my weaknesses, in order that the power of Christ may dwell with
me. Therefore, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships,
persecu$ons, and constraints, for the sake of Christ. For when I
am weak, it is then that I am strong.”


None of us enjoys feeling weak, powerless, helpless, or vulnerable. It is one of the most frightening forms of human poverty ʹ
and yet one of the most graceͲﬁlled, if we welcome God’s giO.
It is precisely in our weakness that we can be made strong, in our
emp$ness that we can be ﬁlled, in our poverty that we can inherit eternal riches. God only ﬁlls empty vessels.


What a great tragedy, then, when so many today no longer have
the ability to see dignity and meaning amidst human suﬀering.
No doubt, it is hard to watch our loved ones or ourselves grow
old and feeble. But, if we open ourselves to it, it is precisely
during those years that the Lord will teach us the most valuable
lessons.


Even pagans like Socrates or Cicero saw value and dignity in
suﬀering, but (admiPedly) it is easier when we have Faith in
the Paschal Mystery. As the great Catholic novelist Flannery
O’Connor once said, “In the absence of faith, we govern by tenderness. And tenderness leads to the gas chamber.” She alludes
to the historical fact that the Nazis ﬁrst tested their gas chambers
on the sick and terminally ill, who were deemed as playing no
valuable role in society.


In our postͲChris$an society that exalts youthfulness, power,
pleasure, and comfort, I pray that a renewed Faith in Jesus Christ
and Him Cruciﬁed will prevail in our hearts, and that we will
never be guilty of a “misguided mercy” that seeks the joy of
Easter without the suﬀering of Good Friday.


Sacraments
Bapsm: Parents should request the bapsm of their infants at least two months prior to the ancipated date of 
bapsm. A class for parents is required. See your parish
website for more informaon, to download forms, and to
see upcoming bapsmal class dates.

Marriage: Couples who want to request the celebraon of
the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the pastor at the
me of formal engagement or at least six months prior to
the ancipated date of marriage. 

Anoinng of the Sick: Those who are seriously ill or have
been sick for a long period of me should receive the 
Sacrament of the Sick and Holy Communion. Please call one
of the parish oﬃces to make arrangements.

Saint Mary’s Parish
Parish News

Religious Educa2on News

Community Table
Totus Tuus will be held June 25Ͳ30th at St. Mary’s for students
St. Mary’s is looking for volunteers to help serve at the Commucurrently in grades KͲ11th. Parents, please remember to regisnity Table on Wednesday, June 14. ShiOs that need volunteers
ter your children for Totus Tuus. It's a wonderful week of fun
are 9:00Ͳ11:00a and 11:00Ͳ1:00p. Call Janet Marcon at 715Ͳ834Ͳ
and forma$on for the kids! Registra$on forms are available on
3231 for more informa$on.
our website at www.stmarysͲaltoona.com and in the narthex.
Fall Fesval
Parish Council of Catholic Women
This year’s Fall Fes$val is scheduled for September 23 & 24. The
CommiPee is also looking for largerͲ$cket items that can be
Mary, The Indispensable Mother of God Tim Staples exused in either the silent auc$on or raﬄe. Examples include: vaplains the incredible impact that the Church’s understanding
ca$on rental, $ckets to a professional sports game, lawn equipof Mary has on our spiritual lives, showing us how correct
knowledge of our humble Mother reveals our own iden&ty
ment (mower, ATV, etc.), product or service from your business,
in Christ, and empowers us to say “Yes” to God! Listen on FORMED!
TV or larger electronics, monetary dona$ons to purchase bigger
$cket items. Please contact the parish oﬃce if you are able to
make a dona$on. Thank you!
Knights of Columbus
Marriage Enrichment
The regular monthly mee$ng will be held on Monday,
Plan to aPend the upcoming Marriage Enrichment sessions at
July 3 in the Knights Room. The oﬃcers will meet at
Immaculate Concep$on, 1722 Highland Ave., Eau Claire. Each
6:00p followed by the regular business mee$ng at 7:00p.
session will be held on Wednesday evenings from 7:00Ͳ8:00p,
June 14, 21, and the 28th. APend one or all of the sessions.
Elizabeth Ministry
Corpus Chris Procession 
Sunday, June 18th, Mass will be at 10:30 a.m. at Sacred Heart
To add a name, due date/birth date, request a meal, or
Church, 418 North Dewey Street in Eau Claire, followed by expoto volunteer, please call Emily Thurner at 715Ͳ864Ͳ
si$on of the Blessed Sacrament. The procession will begin
3048. Please pray for those who are expec$ng: Melissa
atnoonat the church. Readings, prayers and benedic$on will be
Kohlmann.
at each of four altars. Refreshments and light luncheon will be
Chippewa Valley Catholic Young Adults
provided in St. Patrick’s Parish Center, 322 Fulton St. following
the ﬁnal Benedic$on. For more info, visit www.shspec.org
If you are a Facebook user, consider joining “Chippewa Valley
Sesquicentennial Book from Diocese 
Catholic Young Adults” as some of our group members invite
We will be submiRng an order to the Diocese for the Sesquicenothers to go to things on short no$ce or just opportuni$es to do
tennial Book. Please turn in your preͲorder form for a history
some fun Catholic things.
book from the Diocese of La Crosse. Order forms are located in
the Narthex.
Box Tops and Milk Caps
L M
S. M’ P S
Please turn in as soon as possible. Volunteers send these in for items for the school! Pastoral Associate/Admin. Assistant
Saturday, June 17, 4:00p
Sharon Stearns
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x. 100  Lector
J Spalding
 stmarypar@gmail.com
St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week
Servers
J Buscherfeld, B Albee, T Perkins
Bookkeeper 
Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$6,990.50
A.
Server
J
Bechly
Bonnie
Firkus
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294,
x.
146

Endowment Fund͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$100.00
Organist
J
Gallagher
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com
Teens/Children͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$5.70
Cantor
R
Alexander
Oﬀertory (Plate)͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$1,678.60
Director of Sacred Music
Ushers
R
Meyer, B Ciske, J Hayden
Casa Hogar͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$3,025.00
Josh Gallagher
262Ͳ203Ͳ3552


W
Liedl
Total Envelope & Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$11,799.80
Maintenance 

Mike Marcon
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x. 141
Capital Campaign ͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$950.00
Sunday, June 18, 11:00a
 mjmmarcon@hotmail.com 
Lector
J Satnik
St. Mary’s School
715Ͳ830Ͳ2278
Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend:
Kelly Mechelke, Principal
4:00p ʹ S Stearns and J Rohn
Servers
S Webster, J Hurlburt, C Chilson
Carisa
Smiskey, Dean of Students
11:00a ʹ M Tan and C Melgard
A. Server N Mullenberg
Young Adult Ministry 
Last Week’s Scrip Informaon
Organist J Gallagher
Colleen Duﬀy
Number of Orders͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘15
Cantor
E MiniaP
 dmneelloc@gmail.com
Amount Sold͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$2,740.00
Ushers
M Chilson, F Chukwudelunzu,
Proﬁt (approximately)͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$136.82
 
R Mullenberg, B Webster
Monthly Proﬁt͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$136.82
Counters C Mastej, R Olson, J Thom
Thank you!


St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish
Parish News

Wedding Anniversary Blessing

Need CraBsͶFall Fes2val 

Family Faith Formaon
KͲ11th grade parents: remember to register your children for Totus Tuus. It's the
week of June 25Ͳ30th, and a wonderful
week of forma$onfor the kids! 
Quilng Work Night
We will be working on the quilt on Monday, June 12 at 6:30p in the parish hall. If
you are able to help out, please stop
down.
Fall Fesval Commi>ee Meeng
The Fall Fes$val CommiPee will be
mee$ng on Tuesday, June 20 at 7:00p in
the library. All are invited to aPend.
St. Raymond Fall Fesval
Be sure to mark your calendars for Friday,
Saturday & SundayͶAugust 25, 26 & 27,
2017 for our wonderful Fall Fes$val! 
Prayer Chain
Contact Elaine Welin at straymondparish@gmail.com or Diane Walker at 715Ͳ
286Ͳ5171 if you have a prayer request.
Rosary
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary
are prayed before Mass on Sunday mornings beginning at 7:50a. 
Clothing Donaons Needed
King’s Closet s$ll needs good, clean clothing. If you drop oﬀ at the church, Carol
Gallick will deliver the dona$ons to them.

Are you celebra$ng your
wedding anniversary in the
month of JULY? If so, please sign up on the Marriage/
Anniversary Blessing sheet on the table in
gathering space. There will be a blessing
aOer each Mass on July 1/2. Refreshments will be served aOer Mass.

APen$on St. Raymond
CraOers: We are in need
of craO items and baked
goods for the Fall Fes$val
Country Market. Sugges$ons are: Christmas decora$ons, jewelry,
knit and crocheted items, doll clothes,
embroidery and wood working items.
Bluebird houses are a big seller. Canned
items, including salsa, pickles, jams and
jellies and baked items are also great
sellers. We also take fresh produce. If you
have any ques$ons, please call Jeanne
Liddell at 715Ͳ878Ͳ4641.

L M
Saturday, June 17, 6:00p
Lector
Servers
Ushers


R SchmiP

B Lesniewski
J Jaenke, B David

Sunday, June 18, 8:30a
Lector

T Smith
 M Callaghan, J Rollins, 
 
N Falbo
Servers
E Smith, K Burmesch, J Julson
Ushers
M Miller, S & P Barth,
 
B Severinski
Greeters T & S Mayer
Counters P Gentry, S & P Barth




Online sign up is now availableͶ
Golf Oung: hp://www.signupgenius.com/
go/5080f44a9aa2dabfa7Ͳ20171


Fall Fesval: hp://www.signupgenius.com/
go/5080f44a9aa2dabfa7Ͳ2017

From Father Guanella:
Just saying HI to everyone!
I made it safe and sound to
Washington, DC. Here is my
mailing address for those of
you asking for it:



Father Alan M. Guanella
Curley Hall
The Catholic University of America
620 Michigan Avenue NE
Washington, DC 20064 

Homebound Visits
If you know of someone who is
homebound, please contact
Carla Kostka at 715Ͳ597Ͳ3690
or by cell at 715Ͳ225Ͳ7419.

S. R!"#’ P S
Administra've Assistant
Elaine Welin
715Ͳ877Ͳ3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

Bookkeeper 
Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ533Ͳ0629
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com

Faith Forma'on 
Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715Ͳ835Ͳ8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com

Baby BoCle Campaign
Our Baby BoPle Fundraising
Campaign ends next weekend
(Father’s Day). Please return a
baby boPle ﬁlled with change by
Sunday, June 18th. All funds go
to help the Right to Life eﬀorts in our
area. If you have any ques$ons, please
contact Angie Frank at 715Ͳ286Ͳ5522.
Thank you.

Knights of Columbus News
The Knights of Columbus will
be holding an Apprecia$on
Dinner for everyone who
helped us at the Fish Frys. This
will be on Friday, June 16th in the parish
hall beginning at 6:00p. 
Applica$ons for scholarships are available
on our website: www.straymond.us.
Please be sure to ﬁll out the applica$on
and turn it in by June 17 at 12:00p.





Director of Sacred Music
Sydney Alexander 
715Ͳ828Ͳ1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Maintenance
Robert Grzyb
715Ͳ492Ͳ9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

PriestͲinͲResidence



Fr. John Schultz
715Ͳ271Ͳ0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com
S10444 Hwy 53, Fall Creek, WI 54742

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘ $2,762.00
Holy Day Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$10.00
Youth Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$2.00
Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$605.23
Building Fund Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$100.00
Casa Hogar͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$70.00
Total Envelope and Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘$3,549.23

Dang Jesus
Web address: catholicvineyard.com


By Blog Writers


Posted May 10, 2017


In New Wine Wednesday

By Angie Koenig

Like many young girls, I had issues as a kid accepng
that I was made beauful and called beloved by our
Creator. I hid from God’s truth and my choices paid
the price.Then, as a young woman I received the best
advice I have ever go!en. My sisterͲinͲlaw told me
that I needed to fall in love with Jesus, head over
heels in love.As a single21 yearͲoldwondering why I
was the only one of my sisters husbandless, this
seemed crazy to me. I had never been wildly in love
with anyone, let alone Jesus.I mean I loved Jesus, but
how was I supposed to fallin lovewith Him, and what
did that even mean? Jesus as that type of man was
not how I viewedHim; he was my friend, not my love
interest.


Even though it seemed crazy to me, I knew I needed
to do something. I had spent many years completely
numb to human emoon, and I was willing to try anything. So I ﬁgured if I was going to fall in love with
Jesus, I would start dang Him. Once I came to
this conclusion, I felt Jesus ask me to date Him by
going to daily Mass. Jesus asked, I said yes, and that
became the start of a love story I could never have
imagined.


Every day that week at Mass I could feel Jesus talking
directly to me. Every reading addressed something I
had been struggling with, and not just struggling with
that day or even that month, struggles that had

burdened me my enre life. They were revelaons
that le1 me crying at Mass each day.Now, most people would tell you to stay away from boys who make
you cry, but when the water works are brought to you
by the Holy Spirit, there is passion and love in every
tear. Jesus was wooing me like I had never been
wooed and I fell in love with Him ʹ head over heels,
bu!erﬂies in the stomach, shakes you to the core
kinda love.Years of feeling inadequate and unwanted
were washed away. Jesus revealed to me that the
walls I had put up around myself to protect me from
hurt and pain were doing the opposite, they were
pushing everyone away. By not allowing the people
around me to love me, I was not allowing Jesus to
love me, and Hedesperatelydesired to do so.


Jesus thirsts for us, for you and for me.He wants an
inmate relaonship with each and every one of
us.Dang Jesus will look diﬀerent for every single one
of us because Jesus loves us individually. I challenge
you to talk to Jesus, in a way that may seem strange
at ﬁrst, and tell Him you want to date Him; He will
reveal to you how He intends to do so. Jesus is the
ulmate gentleman, allow Him to woo you and be
prepared for ﬁreworks.



About the Author:
Angie Koenig is a passionate follower of Jesus working her way
through life as a Millennial. She is the youngest of nine children and embraces her role as a
daughter, sister, aunt and
friend. Her faith journey has had
many unexpected turns and she
has recently embraced her calling
as a writer to witness to God’s
mercy and unfailing love. Angie
currently resides in Eau Claire, WI
where she enjoys anything that
involves coﬀee.

