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July 1 through July 9
Sat., July 1


Sun., July 2


Mon., July 3
Tue., July 4
Wed., July 5
Thu., July 6

Fri., July 7
Sat., July 8

Sun., July 9





9:00a
SM
† Fr. Thomas McInnis
4:00p SM
† Gerald Schaefer
6:00p  SR
SM & SR Parishioners
8:30a  SR
† Guy & Mary Wood Family
11:00a SM
Joseph Mullenberg 
1:00p SM
Spanish: Priest’s Inten-on
²²² No Mass ²²²
8:00a
SR
† Jackson & Peter Schneider
8:00a
SM
Doreen Bauer
8:00a
SR
† Marvin Roberts
2:00p 
Mass at The Classic
9:00a
SM
† Paul & Isabelle Abrahamson
4:00p SM
SM & SR Parishioners
6:00p SR
† James Gentry
8:30a
SR
Natalya Hays
11:00a SM
† Fr. Chester Osowski
1:00p SM
Spanish: Priest’s Inten-on
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Thursday
Saturday 

E
Pastor

Parochial Vicar





Fr. Derek Sakowski
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 101

Fr. Daniel Thelen
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 140

frsakowski@gmail.com

Rectory: 715Ͳ514Ͳ5113
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SR
10:00aʹ12:00p  SM
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Please submit informa-on for the bulle-n to the parish oﬃce
by Sunday and inserts by Wednesday. Thank you.
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Reﬂecons from Father Derek Sakowski 
Building a Culture of Life

I am nearing the end of my reﬂecons on how we can all build a
culture of life and a civilizaon of
love. The great St. John Paul II
gave us so much to think about
and pray about in his 1995 encyclical le&er The Gospel of Life.

When discussing the dignity of
each human person and the right
to life, “freedom of choice” is a
point of contenon and debate. As our naon celebrates
another Independence Day and ponders the gi- of freedom, it is well worth our me to think and pray about what
true freedom really is.

All too o-en, we tend to think of “freedom” only in terms
of freedom of choice. We are free to choose from among
opons (A, B, C, D, etc). We are free to do A, or not to do
A, and so on.

Certainly freedom of choice is one dimension of genuine
freedom. God wills us to have opons and to choose them
freely; He never forces us, but honors our freedom of
choice (even when it harms us!). We Americans are grateful for the abundance of freedoms and opons we have.

I would suggest, however, that we have overdone it the
past few decades. I think all of us have experienced the
angst of “opon overload” when we want to make a purchase or even just go out to a restaurant. There has been
an ever increasing exaggeraon of “freedom of choice” ʹ
and I would suggest that, deep down, most of us feel much
less “free” than we felt a few decades ago.

That is because freedom of choice, while an essenal dimension of being human, is not the beͲall and endͲall of
human existence. It is also not why America is great (yes, I
sll think we live in a great naon ʹ troubles and all). We
are not “great” because we get to do whatever we want,
but rather because (even sll) a large number of Americans
use their free will to glorify God and serve their neighbor.
They freely place their gi-s at the service of the truth. To
the extent that fewer Americans are living in authenc
freedom, we are gradually losing our freedom that we have
taken for granted.

Freedom of choice only becomes true freedom if and when
it is ordered to the truth. Otherwise, it is raw power. As we
know, power can be used for good or for evil. Dictators,

for example, have all kinds of freedom of choice, but are
NOT models of freedom. Their choices are not in accord
with the truth. Or consider the addict, who exerts his freedom of choice repeatedly, but in a way that violates his
own human dignity.

Indeed, I’m sure all of us can relate to the words of Paul:
“The willing is ready at hand, but doing the good is not. For
I do not do the good I want, but I do the evil I do not
want” (Rom 7:18Ͳ19). We can have all the freedom of
choice in the world, but we remain slaves unless we live
according to the truth.

In The Gospel of Life, St. John Paul explains, “Freedom negates and destroys itself, and becomes a factor leading to
the destrucon of others, when it no longer recognizes and
respects its essenal link with the truth” (n. 19). We are
only truly free when we conform ourselves to the truth: the
truth of who we are as human beings, the truth of who we
are in relaon to God, the truth of who we are in relaon
to each other. Many Americans are no longer striving to
conform their lives to the truth, and in so doing, they are
jeopardizing the freedom of us all.

Part of the problem is that have gone overboard with our
understanding of “rights.” We never pause to think what it
means to have a “right,” and so we o-en abuse our rights.
Ulmately, what is most important is our duty to live the
truth. We have “rights” in order to be able to accomplish
our GodͲgiven duty. Again, to quote St. John Paul the
Great: “Freedom consists not in doing what we like, but in
having the right to do what we ought.”

In stark contrast to this wisdom is the 1992 Supreme Court
decision Planned Parenthood v. Casey, which reinforced
the “culture of death,” forbidding states from passing laws
that would provide any signiﬁcant protecon to the life of
the unborn. In that decision, Jusce Kennedy boldly asserted, “At the heart of liberty is the right to deﬁne one's own
concept of existence, of meaning, of the universe and of
the mystery of human life.”

The contrast is astounding. On the side of Jesus and the
Gospel and human sanity is the understanding that we do
NOT create the truth, but discover it and conform ourselves to it in order to become truly free. On the side of the
culture of death is the diabolical lie, the original sin of both
Lucifer and Adam that we can “be like gods” and create the
truth for ourselves. Our American culture has been greatly
corroded by that lie during the decades following Roe v.
Wade. May we all rediscover authenc freedom, and allow
the truth of Jesus Christ to set us free.

Saint Mary’s Parish
Parish News

Totus Tuus

Fall Fes"val
Every Catholic has the responsibility to know and serve God. This
The Fall Fes-val CommiJee is looking for help from crea-ve papast week has been an exci-ng opportunity to experience our
rishioners. Do you enjoy woodworking, sewing, paper craLing,
faith for us as teachers, the students and community. As a team,
or jewelry making? Are you craLy or ar-s-c? In September we
we’ve received tremendous hospitality and support. Thank you
will be collec-ng dona-ons of handͲmade items to sell in the
for a wonderful -me! Please keep us in your prayers.
Country Store. Suggested items include jewelry, tote bags,
A huge thank you to everyone who volunteered or helped us in
gree-ng cards, bird houses/feeders, or children's items. Please
any way with Totus Tuus. It was a great success! 
contact Kris- at 715Ͳ215Ͳ2492 for more informa-on. Thank you!
July Wedding Anniversary Blessing
Parish Council of Catholic Women
If you and your spouse are celebra-ng your wedding anniversary
A huge thank you to the women of St. Mary’s for
in July, please signͲup in the Narthex to receive a blessing at
providing the delicious salads and desserts for the
the 11:00a Mass on Sunday, July 9. Social Sunday and celebrarecent funeral. The Gerseth and Soley families are
-on in the Center following Mass. Join us to also welcome
Fr. Dan Thelen and celebrate Harry Boehm’s 102nd birthday
very appreciave. Please pick up your containers on
(July 12) and Eleanor Wildrick’s 100th birthday (July 5)!
the coat rack in the Narthex. 
The Society for the Propaga"on of the Faith
Counng Your Blessings Dr. Sco" Hahn explains the essenThe Society extends their thanksgiving to the staﬀ and students
al teachings from God's Word regarding the theology and
at St. Mary’s for their Lenten sacriﬁces and the mite box donapracce of Catholic family life based on the image of the
-ons totaling $109.71. This monetary oﬀering will go a long way
Blessed Trinity, demonstrang that God's Word is all that is
in building up the kingdom of God. Thank you!
needed to create a loving family life. Listen on Formed.org
Healing the Culture Star"ng with Yourself
Knights of Columbus
The Diocese of La Crosse Oﬃce for Catechesis and Evangeliza-on is sponsoring Camille Pauley, President and CEO (CoͲ
The regular monthly mee-ng will be held on Monday,
founder) of Healing the Culture, on August 11Ͳ12 at Blessed SacAug. 14 in the Knights Room. The oﬃcers will meet at
rament Parish, 130 Losey Boulevard S, La Crosse, WI. All are wel6:15p followed by the regular business mee-ng at 7:00p.
come. Cost is $70 by July 21st, $80 by August 1st. For more informa-on visit: www.diolc.org/catechesis or call Susan at 608Ͳ
Elizabeth Ministry
791Ͳ2658, or email sskemp@diolc.org
To add a name, due date/birth date, request a
World Youth Day 2019
meal, or to volunteer, please call Emily Thurner at 715
For more informa-on regarding World Youth Day in Panama,
Ͳ864Ͳ3048. Please pray for those who are expec-ng:
January 18Ͳ28, 2019, contact Fr. Don at Immaculate Concep-on,
Melissa Kohlmann. 
fatherdonmeuret@gmail.com. Cost of the
trip is $3,249.00 which includes travel from
L M ! 
S. M$’ P & S''
Eau Claire to Chicago, ﬂight to Panama City,
rooms at the Meridien Hotel, WYD -ckets, Pastoral Associate/Admin. Assistant
Saturday, July 8, 4:00p
most meals, Tours of the Rainforest, Mon- Sharon Stearns
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x. 100  Lector
J Nelson
key Island and the Panama Canal.
 stmarypar@gmail.com
Servers
M Nuesse, Z Niedzwiecki, 
Bookkeeper 
St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week
 
L Endres
Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x. 146
Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$7,017.55
A. Server M Niedzwiecki
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com
Endowment Fund͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$0.00
Organist S Alexander
Director of Sacred Music
Teens/Children͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$5.95
Cantor
T Alexander
Josh Gallagher
262Ͳ203Ͳ3552
Oﬀertory (Plate)͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$539.87
Ushers
W Liedl, P Connell, C Lynum,
Maintenance 
Total Envelope & Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$7,563.37
 
M Kloss
Mike Marcon
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x. 141

Capital Campaign ͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$1,979.45
 mjmmarcon@hotmail.com 
Sunday, July 9, 11:00a
St.
Mary’s
School
715Ͳ830Ͳ2278
Lector
F Chukwudelunzu
Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend:
Kelly Mechelke, Principal
4:00p ʹ and 
Carisa Smiskey, Dean of Students
Servers
R Hadt, S Black, C Windeshausen 
11:00a ʹ M Tan and C Melgard
Young Adult Ministry 
A. Server C Thurner
Last Week’s Scrip Informa"on
Colleen Duﬀy
Organist J Gallagher
Number of Orders͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘24
 dmneelloc@gmail.com
Cantor
L Mastej
Amount Sold͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$6,095.00
Ushers
D Hawker, R Mullenberg, J
Proﬁt (approximately)͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$379.63
 
Cooley, J Bauer
Monthly Proﬁt͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$1,074.30
Counters C Mastej, C Kading, J Thom
Thank you!


St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish
Parish News

Golf Ou@ngͶFall Fes@val

Knights of Columbus News

Sign Up ONLINE
Whether you are a member at St. Raymond’s Parish or St. Mary’s Parish, you
are invited to sign up ONLINE to help with
our Fall Fes-val(s) this year! Both parishes can use some extra help. We have
leaders in all the areas, but need many
volunteer helpers! So please sign up
online by going to:
hp://www.signupgenius.com/
go/5080f44a9aa2dabfa7Ͳ2017
St. Raymond Fall Fes"val
Be sure to mark your calendars for Friday,
Saturday & SundayͶAugust 25, 26 & 27,
2017 for our wonderful Fall Fes-val! 
Rosary
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary
are prayed before Mass on Sunday mornings beginning at 7:50a. 
Clothing Dona"ons Needed
King’s Closet s-ll needs good, clean clothing. If you drop oﬀ at the church, Carol
Gallick will deliver the dona-ons to them.
Eucharis"c Adora"on
Eucharis-c Adora-on is held on Thursdays from 5:00Ͳ10:00p with confessions
at 7:00Ͳ9:00p.

Do you like to golf?
If so, please sign up
your team for our
Golf Ou-ng scheduled for Saturday,
August 26 at 12:00p
at the Osseo Golf Course. Cost is $50
which includes 18 holes, cart & dinner.
Everyone is welcome! Sign up online at:
hp://www.signupgenius.com/
go/5080f44a9aa2dabfa7Ͳ20171

The Knights of Columbus will
be mee-ng on Monday, July
10 at 7:00p in the parish hall.
If you have any ques-ons,
contact the Grand Knight: Larry Julson at
715Ͳ695Ͳ3497 or email him at
llamm@triwest.net. 

L M ! 
Saturday, July 8, 6:00p
Lector
Servers
Ushers
Greeters


Volunteer
Volunteers
Volunteers
Volunteers
Volunteers

Sunday, July 9, 8:30a
Lector

Volunteer
 Volunteers
Servers
Volunteers
Ushers
Volunteers
Greeters Volunteers
Counters Volunteers

If you would like to volunteer for any of
the ministries, please ﬁll out a stewardship form and turn in to the parish oﬃce.
Training will be provided for all ministries.

Parish Council of Catholic Women
The Parish Council of Catholic Women would like to
invite all women of the parish to their next monthly
mee-ng: Thursday, July 13
at 6:30p in the library. The
mee-ng lasts just an hour
so you can s-ll make it to Adora-on and
Confession.

Homebound Visits
If you know of someone
who is homebound and
would like Holy Communion
brought to them, please
contact Carla Kostka at 715Ͳ
597Ͳ3690 or by cell at 715Ͳ225Ͳ7419.

S. R$)*+’ P & S''
Administra've Assistant

Be sure to check out some of
the new books in our library.
NOTE: We received a BEET
Grant from the Diocese to help
purchase some new DVD’s and a Kindle!
These grants are so helpful in our parishes. Be sure to stop in and check out
some of our new books/resources!

Befrienders Ministry
If you would like to
learn more about
becoming part of
our
Befrienders
Ministry,
please
contact Jane Mueller at 715Ͳ828Ͳ5018 or
email her at: janeFM84@aol.com or you
may wish to contact Penny Lannigan at
mgsi4yo@yahoo.com. There is a need in
our area for more ‘friends’ to visit with
our homebound and nursing home residents.

Prayer Chain

Elaine Welin
715Ͳ877Ͳ3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

Bookkeeper 
Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ533Ͳ0629
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com

Faith Forma'on 
Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715Ͳ835Ͳ8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com

Director of Sacred Music
Sydney Alexander 
715Ͳ828Ͳ1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Maintenance
Robert Grzyb
715Ͳ492Ͳ9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

PriestͲinͲResidence

From the Library



Fr. John Schultz
715Ͳ271Ͳ0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com
S10444 Hwy 53, Fall Creek, WI 54742

Our Prayer Chain consists of
the Email Chain (submiJed
to Elaine Welin via emailͶ
ewelin327@gmail.com) and
the Call Chain (submiJed to Diane Walker
at 715Ͳ286Ͳ5171). Please let us know
your special prayer requests. 







St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘ $3,047.00
Youth Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$1.50
Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$645.85
Total Envelope and Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘$3,694.35

The Church Mothers
Did you know that the word “matrimony” literally means, “to
make a mother of”? Although our modern culture doesn’t always
make the connec-on between marriage and motherhood, the
thread that -es
them together is
woven into our
faith, our bodies
and even our language. In the sacrament of marriage, a husband
and a wife give
themselves completely to each
other, and in that
free giL, God the Giver of life (not to be outdone) very oLen
blesses them with a child. The two literally become one ﬂesh. 


A woman becomes a bride becomes a mother. 


Mothering is something that only a woman can do. In fact, of all
the thousands of roles that men and women can share, only a
man can become a father and only a woman can become a mother. Of course, while “mother” is a -tle the world gives only to
those who have borne children, in the truest sense of the word, it
really is a role granted to every woman who is open to life and its
Giver. 


A woman becomes a bride becomes a mother. 


Motherhood nurtures the spark of divine life in the
human spirit, be it in biological or adopted children,
or those souls we only carry in the wombs of our
heart. 


She is a mother, the woman who carries new life through the
morning sickness, the cramps, the stretch marks, the exhaus-on,
the fear, the labor, the delivery and the rest of this liJle one’s life.


She is a mother, the woman who steals and spoils her nieces and
nephews to provide a sister with some muchͲneeded rest.


She is a mother, the woman who stands ﬁrm even when her children walk away, all while praying God brings them back home
without too many scars.


She is a mother, the woman who mentors new employees,
smoothing over entryͲlevel mistakes and praising their accomplishments.


She is a mother, the woman who speaks the ﬁerce, true words
that need to be said and yet ﬁnds a way to cover them with grace.


She is a mother, the woman who welcomes new Chris-ans into
the Church when they are ready, oﬀering love and hospitality and
laughter.


She is a mother, the woman who cradles the Eucharist close to
her heart before laying Jesus in the tabernacle for the night. 


She is a mother, the woman who carries new life through the
morning sickness, the cramps, the stretch marks, the exhaus-on,
the fear, the labor, the delivery and the grief of a life lost too
soon, yes she is a mother, too.



And like all mothers, we walk in the footsteps of Mary who has
mothered us since her cruciﬁed Son entrusted the helpless infant
Church to her tender care. With the same openness that welcomed the Son of God
into her womb, she has
taken us into her armsͶ
solving sibling quarrels
and kissing scraped
knees and spending
countless nights down
on her own praying that
the ones who’ve pushed
her away would one day
return Home.


I am not yet a mother biologically, but at this year’s Easter Vigil I
discovered what it meant to be one spiritually. 


Two years ago, I became Catholic. I sat in the pew at St. Mary’s,
dressed in white, and ready to say “I do” to Jesus and all that
would lie ahead. I became a wife. 


Throughout my conversion process I was par-cularly drawn to the
way our Faith is laced with wedding language, from the way a
marriage images Christ’s selfͲsacriﬁcing love for the Church to the
Easter candle being plunged into the Bap-smal font to the consumma-on of the wedding supper of the Lamb when we literally
receive Christ’s body in the Eucharist. 


But as is the case with marriage on earth, one cannot truly be
wed to Christ without eventually bearing fruit. ALer spending
nine months teaching, praying and laboring alongside of the St.
Mary’s and St. Raymond’s RCIA candidates and catechumens, I
watched as eight others sat in the exact same pews, dressed in
white, and ready to say “I do” to Jesus and all that would lie
ahead. I became a mother.


Together with Mary, I had carried them in my heart, nourished
them with my spirit and
now prepared to deliver
them into the hands of
the Father. I laid these
souls at His feet, safely
home, and stepped back
with a smile I could not
keep from spreading
across my face. 


A woman becomes a bride becomes a mother.


Regardless of whether we have biological children or not, we are
the Church Mothers, all of us. As new brides, a spark of excitement accompanied us to the wedding altar of the Lamb. But as
the years pass in our faith, that spark must become a burning
ﬂame that inspires us to raise, teach and most importantly, love,
the children God has entrusted to our tender care, be it biological
or adopted or those souls we carry only in the wombs of our
hearts.
A woman becomes a bride becomes a mother.
Wri"en and submi"ed by Jacqueline Van Hemert




