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November 11 through November 19
Sat., Nov. 11

Sun., Nov. 12


Mon., Nov. 13
Tue., Nov. 14
Wed., Nov. 15
Thu., Nov. 16



Fri., Nov. 17
Sat., Nov. 18

Sun., Nov. 19




4:00p SM
† Steven Curn
6:00p  SR
† Francis Miller
8:30a  SR
† Ron Smith
11:00a SM
SM & SR Parishioners

1:00p SM
Spanish: Deedee Eﬀertz
²²² No Mass ²²²
8:00a
SR
† Tamara Mueller
8:00a
SM
† Cherie & Steven Boley
8:00a
SR
† Eugenia Bedard
9:30a

Mass at Grace Willowbrook
11:00a 
Mass at Oakwood Villa
3:30p 
Mass at Osseo Nursing Home
9:00a
SM
Erica Galewski
4:00p SM
† Annabelle & William Planert
6:00p SR
Priest’s Intenon
8:30a
SR
† Sharon Zoellner
11:00a SM
Deedee Eﬀertz
1:00p SM
Spanish: Priest’s Intenon
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Thursday
Saturday 

7:00ʹ9:00p
SR
10:00aʹ12:00p  SM



E
Pastor

Parochial Vicar





Fr. Derek Sakowski
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 101

Fr. Daniel Thelen
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 140

frsakowski@gmail.com

dthelen@regiscatholicschools.com 

Rectory: 715Ͳ514Ͳ5113
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Tuesday 
Thursday

5:00ʹ9:00p 
5:00ʹ10:00p

SM
SR
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Please submit informaon for the bullen to the parish oﬃce
by Sunday and inserts by Wednesday. Thank you.

FORMED.ORG Parish Code: JR6NZW  The Catholic Faith. On Demand.

Vol. 2 • No. 46 

Reﬂecons from Fr. Derek Sakowski
Learning from St. Benedict

During my ﬁnal few months in Rome in
2012, I found myself in the exceedingly
rare posion of being a diocesan priest with nothing to do. I had
ﬁnished wring 400+ pages of my doctoral thesis and then had a
few months of the waing game as the readers and the Gregorian University’s legendary bureaucracy played their roles. Travel
opons were limited aHer four years of turning my dollars into
Euro and watching them vanish. I downloaded Angry Birds on my
iPod, but that only kept me entertained for a day or two, and
wasn’t especially nourishing my soul.

rather because great men and women before us have led us to
where we are. From the Greeks and Romans, for example we
have inherited many insights into philosophy, law, and polics.
Unfortunately there is a great myth today that believes that the
greatness of the GrecoͲRoman culture was lost in the wake of the
Barbarian invasions of the 400’s and 500’s. There followed 1,000
years of “dark ages” and then came enlightenment and modern
democracies. Never mind that the ﬁrst universies were founded
in the Middle Ages. Never mind that the pracce of slavery virtually went away during those “dark ages,” only to come back with
a vengeance in the 1500’s. Never mind that medieval women
oHen held prominent roles of leadership and inﬂuence. There
were abbesses like Brigid of Kildare or Hilda of Whitby who held a
crosier and presided over enre mixed communies of monks
and nuns. There were myscs like Hildegard of Bingen, whose
counsel was sought by St. Bernard and by several popes. There
were spiritual giants like Claire of Assisi, Gertrude the Great, or
Catherine of Siena, who set the pope straight in geOng him to
move back from France to Rome.





Then God’s providence intervened, and within a maCer of days, I
was hired as an adjunct professor teaching a course of the life
and inﬂuence of St. Benedict. The course was oﬀered as part of
the Rome program for the undergraduates aCending the University of Mary in Bismarck. The chair of the Catholic Studies program was an old seminary friend, now 18 years married. He and
his colleagues were panicking when they abruptly lost their Rome
professor. How were they to ﬁnd a replacement with the course
starng in just a few days? His wife, meanwhile, was doing what
wives tend to do by keeping up with people’s lives on facebook.
She suggested to her husband that I just happened to be looking
for things to do over the coming couple of months. The rest is
history.

Every age has its bright lights and its grim darkness. During those
medieval centuries, the Rule of St. Benedict, whenever it was
well lived by those monks and nuns, was a shining light. The only
reason we know so much about the Greeks and Romans is because the Benedicne monks put in many painstaking hours preserving and handͲcopying those manuscripts. Moreover, amidst
the Barbarian invasions, the Benedicne monasteries and convents became cies set on the hill (oHen quite literally). Their
lived witness of a godly and wellͲordered life, liCle by liCle, transformed violent people into peaceful people and laid the foundaon for the future ﬂourishing of modern Europe and the United
States.



Last month, I promised to write reﬂecons on some of the spiritual greats in
Chrisan history: Benedict, Dominic,
Francis, Teresa of Avila, John of the
Cross, Ignaus of Loyola, Teresa of CalcuCa, and more. Let’s begin with St.
Benedict.




There’s an old joke among Jesuit priests about their knowledge
of various subjects: “I don’t know anything about that ʹ I haven’t
taught it yet.” It was much the same for me. I had a generic
knowledge of St. Benedict, and had even spent a few days in his
home town of Norcia. But I had never studied his life or read his
famous Rule. That would all change as I taught the intensive oneͲ
month course to two diﬀerent groups of undergrads, who indeed
found much wisdom and guidance in the life and Rule of Benedict.


I had known Benedict as the Father of monasc life in the West. I
knew that he had taken the intense spiritual and bodily disciplines of the ancient desert monks and adapted them for use by
more ordinary men in his monasteries. I had not yet read Gregory
the Great’s biography of his life, nor Benedict’s compact and insighMul Rule. I also did not realize that in 1964 Pope Paul VI had
declared Benedict to be the Patron Saint of all of Europe. But that
made sense to me. Any of us who have studied in depth the history of the Middle Ages know that it is virtually impossible to
overstate his inﬂuence and legacy on the last 1,500 years of European ʹ and American ʹ history.



It is oHen said that we stand on the shoulders of giants. Whatever human achievements and accomplishments we enjoy today
are not always because we’re just that amazing and smart, but



Have you ever wondered why it has proven impossible to run
successful democracies in other parts of the world? A governing
document alone will never be enough. It only works if the hearts
of the people embrace the vision. Today we lament the meltdown of our society. It is happening because of a loss of our Benedicne roots. We’ll explore those roots in the weeks ahead.


Sacraments
Bapsm: Parents should request the bapsm of their infants at least two months prior to the ancipated date of 
bapsm. A class for parents is required. See your parish
website for more informaon, to download forms, and to
see upcoming bapsmal class dates.


Marriage: Couples who want to request the celebraon of
the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the pastor at the
me of formal engagement or at least six months prior to
the ancipated date of marriage. 


Anoinng of the Sick: Those who are seriously ill or have
been sick for a long period of me should receive the 
Sacrament of the Sick and Holy Communion. Please call one
of the parish oﬃces to make arrangements.

Saint Mary’s Parish
Parish News

Youth Concert

7th grade Ͳ 12th grade Lifeline at NET Ministries in West St. Paul,
Pastoral Council Meeng
Minnesota. Mass and concert with Connor Flanagan, Sat., Dec. 4.
A Pastoral Council meeng is scheduled on Mon., Nov. 27. If you
Only $7 thanks to the Regis Faith Council (This event is SOLD OUT!)
have any concerns or comments that you wish to be addressed,
Bus leaves the Regis parking lot at 3pm. Arrive back to Eau Claire
please pass them on to a Pastoral Council Member. Their names
~11pm. Bring money for food on the way back! Connor is
and phone numbers are posted in the bullen board.
a dynamic musician. His mixture of acous4c guitar, hipͲhop,
CatholicͲLutheran Connuing Discussion
and Catholic faith sets him apart and allows him to connect
The planning group for the October 29 LutheranͲCatholic Prayer
with teens.Contact Kris4n Betlej for more informa4on or to sign
Service has scheduled four sessions of CatholicͲLutheran connup kbetlej@regiscatholicschools.com

uing educaon. The second session is Tuesday, Nov. 14, 7:00p at
**limited
4ckets
available
via
Kris4n
Betlej**
Grace Lutheran Church, 202 W Grand Ave., Eau Claire. Enter
from Second Ave side. Presenters are Rev Dean Simpson, Pastor
Parish Council of Catholic Women
of Grace Lutheran and Fr. John Schultz, Chaplain at HSHS Sacred
Heart and St. Joseph Hospitals. Content includes commemoSt. Mary’s PCCW will be hosng a sale of Advent
rang the Reformaon today, future challenges, the Second
and other religious items on Nov. 17Ͳ19 and Dec. 1
Vacan Council and Lutheran developments. The public is invitͲ3. Please stop by the table in the Narthex before
ed. Future sessions will be Nov. 28, and Dec. 5.
or aHer Mass to see what’s new. There are many
Prayer Chain
beauful religious arcles for sale that would
To add a name or prayer intenons to the prayer chain, please
make great Christmas giHs and stocking stuﬀers.
email Janet Fox generalbook@charter.com or call 715Ͳ529Ͳ1587.
Catholic Charies
Knights of Columbus
Are you looking for a place where you can volunteer for a couple
of hours a week and make a diﬀerence in the lives of people in
The regular monthly meeng will be held on Monday,
need in our community? Catholic Charies is in need of front
January 4 in the Knights Room. The oﬃcers will meet at
desk volunteers to help with a variety of tasks that include
6:15p followed by the regular business meeng at 7:00p.
answering incoming phone calls, greeng clients, answering
quesons about Catholic Charies programs, processing mail,
Elizabeth Ministry
receipng donaons, and assisng staﬀ with projects as needed.
To add a name, due date/birth date, request a meal, or
We are able to work with your schedule to ﬁnd a day that works
to volunteer, please call Emily Thurner at 715Ͳ864Ͳ
best for you! We have open shiHs Monday through Friday
3048. Please pray for those who are expecng: Mary
and from 9am to 12:30 or 12:30 to 4. We also oﬀer an “on call”
Gabriel Foster and Jacqueline Van Hemert. 
posion to someone with a ﬂexible schedule who would be
available to come in as needed. If you
would like to learn more please eͲmail
L M
S. M’ P S
Sr. Laurie at lsullivan@cclse.org or call
Melissa at 715Ͳ832Ͳ6644 ext. 1513. Join us Pastoral Associate/Admin. Assistant
Saturday, November 18, 4:00p
in service to others today!
Sharon Stearns
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x. 100  Lector
J Spalding
 stmarypar@gmail.com
Servers
Z Niedzwiecki, A Lies
Bookkeeper 
A. Server M Niedzwiecki
St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week
Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x. 146
S. Server G LeGore
Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$7,056.50
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com
Ushers
W Liedl, P Connell, R Meyer, R
Endowment Fund͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$0.00
Family Faith Formaon 
 
Verdegan
Teens/Children͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$8.90
Jacqueline Van Hemert
414Ͳ698Ͳ6040

Oﬀertory (Plate)͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$1,380.57
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com 
Total Envelope & Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$8,445.97
Sunday, November 19, 11:00a
Director of Sacred Music
Lector
M Doney
Capital Campaign ͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$2,287.75
Sydney Alexander
715Ͳ828Ͳ1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com
Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend:
Servers
T Doney, C Windeshausen
Maintenance 
4:00p ʹ Volunteer and Volunteer
A. Server J Bechly
Mike Marcon
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x. 141
11:00a ʹ T GoeCl and B Rusfeldt
S. Server C Thurner
 mjmmarcon@hotmail.com 
Last Week’s Scrip Informaon
Ushers
D Hawker, D Kamrowski, R
Number of Orders͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘17
St. Mary’s School
715Ͳ830Ͳ2278
 
Mullenberg, B Webster
Amount Sold͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$3,555.00
Carisa Smiskey, Principal
Counters C Mastej, C Kading, J Thom
Proﬁt (approximately)͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$200.87
Young Adult Ministry 
Monthly Proﬁt͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$200.87
Colleen Duﬀy
Thank you!
 dmneelloc@gmail.com


St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish
Parish News

Diocesan Annual Appeal Update

Family Faith Formaon
KͲ8 parents, don’t forget to mark Sunday,
December 3 on your calendar for Family
Acvity Day! We will have a fun Advent
project to work on!
Middle School Students: our next Deanery
Youth Group will be held at Acon City on
Sunday, December 17. See below for
more Informaon!
Conﬁrmaon Students: 9th grade retreat
will be on Friday, December 1 from 5:00Ͳ
9:00p at St. Raymond’s. The 10th grade
retreat will be on Saturday, December 2
from 9:00aͲ3:00p at St. Patrick’s.
Jump for Joy Youth Oung
Youth Night (Sunday, December 17 from
4:00Ͳ6:00p) at Acon City Trampoline
Park. Cost: $10 for 2 hours of jumping.
This cost includes pizza, pop and prayer.
Sponsored by the ECDCCW.
Pastoral Council Meeng
There will be a Pastoral Council meeng
on Monday November 27 at St Raymond’s. If you have any concerns, please
pass them on to a Pastoral Council Member. Minutes are posted on bullen
board.
Thanksgiving Day Mass
There will be a Thanksgiving Day Mass at
St. Raymond’s at 9:00a. There will be no
Confessions or Eucharisc Adoraon.

L M
Saturday, November 18, 6:00p
Lector

B Lesniewski

Servers
Ushers


D Messerschmidt
J Jaenke, C King



Sunday, November 19, 8:30a
Lector

T Falbo
 N Falbo, L Hinrichs, C Kostka
Servers
E Smith, E Falbo, M Hoﬀ
Ushers
K Roberts, B Gruba, 
 
D Olson, J Krupka
Greeters J & K Krupka
Counters P Gentry, D Ziemann, 
 
D Walker

Adver=ser of the Week





This year’s goal for St. Raymond’s: $39,730. To date: we
have received $32,715 leaving
the remaining total of: $7,005.
Remember every dollar that we
go over our goal will come back
to our parish! Thank you!

Book of Remembrance
Be sure to add the names of
your family members who have
passed away so that we can
remember & pray for them during the month of November.

Starng in November,
the Youth Choir will
sing
as
"featured
guests" with the Adult
Choir! This will provide
extra help and support
for the youth as they learn how to sing at
Mass. The next pracce is Wednesday,
November 15, 7:00Ͳ8:00p, in preparaon
for singing at Mass on Sunday, November
19. Please contact Sydney Alexander,
Director of Sacred Music, at 715Ͳ828Ͳ
1687 if you are interested in joining the
Youth Choir! 

Collec=on for Area Schools
Knights of Columbus News
The Knights of Columbus meet
on Monday, November 13 at
7:00p in the parish hall.
If you have any quesons about becoming involved, please contact Larry Julson
at 715Ͳ695Ͳ3496 or 715Ͳ533Ͳ3497 or
email him at llamm@triwest.net. 

Donaons bins have
been set up in the
gathering space for any
donaons of new or
nearly new coats, hats,
miCens and scarves.
These items will be given to area schools
where there is a need. Sponsored by the
Parish Council of Catholic Women.

Homebound Visits
If you know of someone who is homebound and would like Holy Communion
brought to them, please contact Carla
Kostka at 715Ͳ225Ͳ7419.

S. R!"#’ P S
Administrave Assistant
Elaine Welin
715Ͳ877Ͳ3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

Food Baskets
The Food Baskets are set
out in the gathering space
so that nonͲperishable
food items are collected
and will be delivered to the
St. Francis Food Pantry in me for
Thanksgiving Dinner. Monetary donaons are also welcome. Thank you.

Bookkeeper 
Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ533Ͳ0629
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com

Director of Family Faith Formaon 
Marianne Callaghan
715Ͳ835Ͳ8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com

Director of Sacred Music
Sydney Alexander 
715Ͳ828Ͳ1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Prayer Chain
Please submit any prayer requests to Elaine Welin via
email: ewelin327@gmail.com
or to call Diane Walker at 715Ͳ
286Ͳ5171. 

Maintenance
Robert Grzyb
715Ͳ492Ͳ9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

PriestͲinͲResidence



Fr. John Schultz
715Ͳ271Ͳ0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com
S10444 Hwy 53, Fall Creek, WI 54742


St. Raymond Youth Choir

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘ $3,642.00
Holy Day Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$380.00
Youth Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$3.50
Building Fund Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$450.00
Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$425.65
Total Envelope and Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘$4,901.15

FORMED®  The Catholic Faith. On Demand.

Check out these featured items on Formed for 
November: Month of the Holy Souls
Movies: 

Book:



A Family of Saints
The Marns of Lisieux Saints Therese,
Louis, and Zelie

In this month where we celebrate and remember those who
have run this race before us, it is good to remember that our
goal is ulmately to be saints. But what does it mean to be a
saint today?If you're looking to be inspired by lives of heroic
virtue there are dozens of movies and documentaries to
be found on the Watch tab. Watch, Listen, Read and be
inspired! We are all called to be saints!

Audios:  
Saints for Sinners
by Archbishop Alban Goddier



Blessed Pier Giorgio
by Fr. Tim Deeter


Here’s how easy it is to get FORMED: Go to www.FORMED.org. 
You should see the registraon box for parishioners. 2) Type the parish code listed below.
3) Set up a username and a password. Now you are all set to use all the great programs on
FORMED.org anyme by simply logging in.


FORMED.org/register

Enter Parish Code: JR6NZW

If you have any quesons please contact: Marianne Callaghan at SR or Sharon Stearns at SM
FORMED®is an excing new gateway to the best teaching videos, audio, and eBooks to deepen your parishioners’
relaonships with Christ and His Church. Availableanymeandanywhereon most computers and mobile devices. 

