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November 25 through December 3
Sat., Nov. 25

Sun., Nov. 26


Mon., Nov. 27
Tue., Nov. 28
Wed., Nov. 29
Thu., Nov. 30
Fri., Dec. 1
Sat., Dec. 2


Sun., Dec. 3





4:00p SM
SM & SR Parishioners
6:00p  SR
† Joe Schneider
8:30a  SR
Mike Klobucar Family
11:00a SM
† Garret Soley
1:00p SM
Spanish: Priest’s Inten-on
²²² No Mass ²²²
8:00a
SR
† Barbara Puglisi
8:00a
SM
† Pauline Hagmann
8:00a
SR
† Ethel Hayden 
9:00a
SM
Cheryl Hanson
9:00a
SM
First Saturday: Priest’s Inten on
4:00p SM
† Len & Mary Drescher
6:00p SR
† Coyne Callaghan
8:30a
SR
SR & SM Parishioners
11:00a SM
† Ron Sandeen
1:00p SM
Spanish: Priest’s Inten-on
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Thursday
Saturday 

E

7:00ʹ9:00p
SR
10:00aʹ12:00p  SM

  E   A 



Pastor

Parochial Vicar





Fr. Derek Sakowski
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 101

Fr. Daniel Thelen
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 140

frsakowski@gmail.com

dthelen@regiscatholicschools.com

Rectory: 715Ͳ514Ͳ5113




Tuesday 
Thursday

5:00ʹ9:00p 
5:00ʹ10:00p



SM
SR
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Please submit informa-on for the bulle-n to the parish oﬃce
by Sunday and inserts by Wednesday. Thank you.
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Vol. 2 • No. 48 

Reﬂec$ons from Fr. Derek Sakowski
Learning from St. Benedict

In my last installment, I wrote about the
enduring inﬂuence of Saint Benedict
upon western civiliza-on. Over the
course of centuries following his death,
there were millions of monks in over
30,000 monasteries do?ed all across
Europe. While most were a stabilizing
inﬂuence (vowed to live in one monastery the rest of their lives), there were
also missionary monks. The English and Irish monasteries were
especially fruiCul in sending forth missionaries to con-nental
Europe. But they were such eﬀec-ve missionaries precisely
because they were living Benedict’s Rule, which is itself the fruit
of his own deep personal conversion.


Benedict was born in 480 in the town of Nursia (today called
Norcia), in the wooded and hilly region of Umbria. I traveled
there with my students as part of the course I was teaching in
2012. The wild boar and truﬄes of that region make for some
outstanding cuisine, including pasta alla Norcina, one of my
allͲ-me favorites, and named aGer Benedict’s hometown. More
importantly, it is the hometown not only of St. Benedict, but of
his twin sister St. Scholas-ca. There is once again a monastery
there at the birthplace of the two saints, reͲestablished at the
personal request of Benedict XVI and including a sizable number
of Americans in the community. But sadly, they are in temporary
quarters now, reeling from huge earthquakes in 2016 and 2017,
which en-rely ruined their church and living quarters. Thankfully,
they all escaped alive. Pray for them!


We know nothing of Benedict’s childhood in Norcia, only that he
went to Rome as a young man to be educated. But he was deeply
troubled by the lifestyle of his fellow students. In the words of
Gregory the Great (who wrote a biography of Benedict) the saint
“sought to please God alone” and “thus he leG Rome learnedly
ignorant and wisely unlearned.”

then that the mo?o of the Benedic-nes is Pax (“Peace”)?


Gregory recounts several incidents at Subiaco that prove his
point about Benedict’s ba?le for inner peace. Eventually, other
monks heard about this saintly hermit, and the increasing number of miracles he was working. They asked for his guidance and
eventually formed a community around him. But as oGen happens, other monks became intensely jealous. One of them even
poisoned his wine. When the saint blessed the chalice, it
sha?ered, and the plot was foiled. Similarly, an a?empt to poison
his bread failed when the raven Benedict befriended took the
bread away and dropped it into the cleGs where no one could
ﬁnd it. Much more important than the miracle stories is Gregory’s descrip-on of St. Benedict’s spiritual and emo-onal response: “He grieved more for the other priest than for himself.”


The last straw came when one of the jealous monks tried to
entrap Benedict and the monks who had started following him.
The rival hired harlots and sent them to dance in front of Benedict and company. The saint had been willing to endure personal
a?acks with meekness and humility, but did not want the others
to be tempted. So they moved to Monte Cassino, where he lived
out the rest of his life. Sadly, our own na-on bombed the site
towards the end of World War II, causing enormous damage.
Thankfully the tombs of Benedict and Scholas-ca survived, and
the monastery has been rebuilt.


We took the students to Norcia and to Monte Cassino, but I was
especially moved by our -me in Subiaco, where there is now a
church in the cliﬀside and a chapel housing the cave. We all spent
a good 10 minutes of silent prayer in that cave. I urged them to
ponder how one man’s habitual “yes” to God in one place over
those three years changed hundreds of millions of lives forever.
He had no way of knowing the millions of monks who would one
day follow in his footsteps, nor the billions of people who would,
directly or indirectly, inherit the legacy leG by the way of life he
and they lived. We’ll begin looking at his Rule next week.



He stayed brieﬂy in Enﬁde with other godly men, a?ended by his
elderly childhood nurse. She had borrowed a sieve from a neighbor and accidentally knocked it to the ﬂoor, where it broke in
two pieces, causing her great consterna-on. Benedict, moved
with compassion, prayed to God and miraculously mended
the sieve. Then tempta-on came in the form of the news of the
miracle spreading like wildﬁre. Not wan-ng to be overcome with
vanity or pride, he sought instead a life of solitude in a nearby
cave, where he lived as a hermit for the next three years, visited
occasionally by a monk named Romanus, who brought him food.


There is a great diﬀerence between solitude and isola-on, between being alone and being lonely. In the words of Gregory the
Great, during those three years Benedict was “alone with himself
in God’s eyes.” Everything was consecrated to God; far from
being lonely or isolated, he was deeply connected with God, self,
and others. The fruit of his spiritual solitude was being “with himself” ʹ i.e., totally at peace within himself. His threeͲyear intensive retreat caused him to be at peace with God, at peace with
himself, and at peace with his surroundings. Is it any surprise

Sacraments
Bapsm: Parents should request the bapsm of their infants at least two months prior to the ancipated date of 
bapsm. A class for parents is required. See your parish
website for more informaon, to download forms, and to
see upcoming bapsmal class dates.

Marriage: Couples who want to request the celebraon of
the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the pastor at the
me of formal engagement or at least six months prior to
the ancipated date of marriage. 

Anoinng of the Sick: Those who are seriously ill or have
been sick for a long period of me should receive the 
Sacrament of the Sick and Holy Communion. Please call one
of the parish oﬃces to make arrangements.

Saint Mary’s Parish
Parish News

Family Faith Forma0on

Catholic Charies
Are you looking for a place where you can volunteer for a couple
of hours a week and make a diﬀerence in the lives of people in
need in our community? Catholic Chari-es is in need of front
desk volunteers to help with a variety of tasks that include answering incoming phone calls, gree-ng clients, answering ques-ons about Catholic Chari-es programs, processing mail, receip-ng dona-ons, and assis-ng staﬀ with projects as needed.
We are able to work with your schedule to ﬁnd a day that works
best for you! We have open shiGs Monday through Friday and
from 9am to 12:30 or 12:30 to 4. We also oﬀer an “on call” posi-on to someone with a ﬂexible schedule who would be available
to come in as needed. If you would like to learn more please eͲ
mail Sr. Laurie at lsullivan@cclse.org or call Melissa at 715Ͳ832Ͳ
6644 ext. 1513. Join us in service to others today!

Family Faith Forma on Home Lessons. Time for a round of Bingo
as you're learning about the Corporal Works of Mercy in your home
lessons. How can you and your family minister to others in your
neighborhood, school and parish community?
9th Grade Conﬁrma on students will have class as usual this
Wednesday from 6:30Ͳ8:00pm. Remember to get your Retreat
permission forms into Jacqueline by November 29th!
10th Grade Conﬁrma on students will be having a special
mee ng with their sponsors this Wednesday during usual class
.me from 6:30Ͳ8:00pm. Please bring your sponsors along to class
with you! Remember to get your Retreat permission forms into
Jacqueline by November 29th!
Hey 6thͲ12th graders! Want to jump around at Ac.on City's
Trampoline Park?? Join the Eau Claire Deanery for 2 hours of
jumping, pizza, pop and prayer on Sunday, December 17th from
4:00Ͳ6:30pm. Cost for the ﬁrst 36 kids is just $10 thanks to the
Eau Claire Deanery Council of Chris.an Women. (Price goes up for
more than 37 kids). Contact Miss Betlej to register and pay @ kbetlej@case.k12.wi.us
RCIA meets this Wednesday, November 29th from 6:30Ͳ8:30pm.
We'll be learning about liturgical seasons, just in .me to dive into
Advent! www.srsmRCIA.com.
All CATECHISTS! Remember that the mini Catechist Training Retreat will take place Monday, November 27th from 6:00Ͳ8:30pm at
St. Mary's.



Scouts
All scouts wishing to earn their Religious Emblems for the 2016Ͳ
2017 year should be working on them at this -me. All applica-ons are due by May 1st. If you are a catholic scout in a non
catholic chartered unit and need informa-on, please contact the
Diocesan Catholic Commi?ee on Scou-ng at catholicscoutslacrossediocese@gmail.com or call 608Ͳ782Ͳ4911.

Knights of Columbus
The regular monthly mee-ng will be held on Monday,
December 4 in the Knights Room. The oﬃcers will meet at
6:15p followed by the regular business mee-ng at 7:00p.

Elizabeth Ministry

Parish Council of Catholic Women
St. Mary’s PCCW will be hosng a sale of Advent and other religious items on Dec. 1Ͳ3. Please stop by the table in the Narthex
before or a&er Mass to see what’s new. There are many beauful
religious arcles for sale that would make great Christmas gi&s
and stocking stuﬀers.

To add a name, due date/birth date,
request a meal, or to volunteer,
S. M’ P S
please call Emily Thurner at 715Ͳ864
Ͳ3048. Please pray for those who are Pastoral Associate/Admin. Assistant
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 100 
expec-ng: Mary Gabriel Foster and Jacquel- Sharon Stearns
 stmarypar@gmail.com
ine Van Hemert. 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$3,675.50
Endowment Fund͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$0.00
Teens/Children͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$15.80
Oﬀertory (Plate)͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$932.04
Total Envelope & Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$4,623.34
Capital Campaign ͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$905.00


Bookkeeper 

Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 146
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Forma#on 
Jacqueline Van Hemert
414Ͳ698Ͳ6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music

Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend:

Sydney Alexander
715Ͳ828Ͳ1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

4:00p ʹ J Nelson and T Goe?l
11:00a ʹ C Melgard and Volunteer
Last Week’s Scrip Informaon
Number of Orders͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘16
Amount Sold͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$2,685.00
Proﬁt (approximately)͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$135.65
Monthly Proﬁt͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$675.29
Thank you!

Mike Marcon
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 141
 mjmmarcon@hotmail.com 
St. Mary’s School
715Ͳ830Ͳ2278
Carisa Smiskey, Principal
Young Adult Ministry 
Colleen Duﬀy
 dmneelloc@gmail.com

Maintenance 

L M
Saturday, December 2, 4:00p
Lector

M Doney

Servers
A. Server
S. Server
Ushers
 

T Doney, J Hurlburt
D Wogernese
G LeGore 
W Liedl, M & H Talley,
J Hayden



Sunday, December 3, 11:00a
Lector

J Grieves

Servers
A. Server
S. Server
Ushers
 
Counters
 

C Chilson, G Wolterstorﬀ 
J Fox
J Wolterstorﬀ
R Smeltzer, R Mullenberg, 
B Webster, G Wolterstorﬀ
C Mastej, C Kading, J Thom, 
M Kleist

St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish
Parish News

St. Raymond Youth Choir

Parish Council of Catholic Women

Family Faith Formaon
KͲ8 parents, don’t forget to mark Sunday,
December 3 on your calendar for Family
Ac-vity Day! We will have a fun Advent
project to work on!
Conﬁrma-on Students: 9th grade retreat
will be on Friday, December 1 from 5:00Ͳ
9:00p at St. Raymond’s. The 10th grade
retreat will be on Saturday, December 2
from 9:00aͲ3:00p at St. Patrick’s.
Jump for Joy Youth Oung
Youth Night (Sunday, December 17 from
4:00Ͳ6:00p) at Ac-on City Trampoline
Park. Cost: $10 for 2 hours of jumping.
This cost includes pizza, pop and prayer.
Sponsored by the ECDCCW.
Mass Intenons
If you would like a Mass said for someone, please submit a $10 s-pend for each
inten-on. Also, please include whether
or not the individual is living or deceased.
Thank you.
Eucharisc Adoraon
Eucharis-c Adora-on is held on Thursdays from 5:00Ͳ10:00p with confessions
at 7:00Ͳ9:00p.
Rosary
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary
are prayed before Mass on Sunday mornings beginning at 7:50a. 

The Youth Choir are
singing as "featured
guests" with the Adult
Choir this month. This
will provide extra help
and support for the
youth as they learn how to sing at Mass.
The next prac-ce is Wednesday, December 6, 7:00Ͳ8:00p. Please contact Sydney
Alexander, Director of Sacred Music,
at 715Ͳ828Ͳ1687 if you are interested in
joining the Youth Choir! 

The Parish Council of Catholic
Women is asking all families of
the parish to bake and donate
two batches of Christmas cookies and deliver them to the
church by 6:00p on Thursday, November
30. The cookies will be packaged and
then sold at the Fall Creek Community
Christmas Fair on Saturday, December 2
from 9:00a un-l 2:00p. This has been a
great fundraiser for our PCCW. Thank
you.

Diocesan Annual Appeal Update

Wedding Anniversary Blessing

L M
Saturday, December 2, 6:00p
Lector

D Sorge

Servers
Ushers


E Frank
J Jaenke, P Quirk




Sunday, December 3, 8:30a
Lector

M Callaghan
 J & L Ve?erkind, B Gruba
Servers
C & P Callaghan
Ushers
J Krupka, K Roberts, 
 
J Lesniewski, T Lindgren
Greeters K & J Krupka
Counters D & E Walker, M Burmesch

Adver0ser of the Week





This year’s goal for St. Raymond’s: $39,730. To date: we
have received $33,444 leaving
the remaining total of: $6,286.
Remember every dollar that we
go over our goal will come back
to our parish! Thank you!

Prayer Chain

CityͲwide Penance Services

Please submit any prayer requests to Elaine Welin via
email: ewelin327@gmail.com
or to call Diane Walker at 715Ͳ
286Ͳ5171. 

December 5ͶImmaculate Concep-on
at 7:00p
December 7ͶSt. James at 7:00p
December 8ͶSt. Patrick’s
8:00Ͳ10:00p
December 12ͶSt. Olaf at 7:00p
December 14ͶSt. Raymond’s at 7:00p
Individual Confessions at St. Mary’s
December 10 from 8:00aͲ3:30p

S. R!"#’ P S
Administra#ve Assistant
Elaine Welin
715Ͳ877Ͳ3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

Bookkeeper 
Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ533Ͳ0629
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com

Faith Forma#on 
Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715Ͳ835Ͳ8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com

Director of Sacred Music
Sydney Alexander 
715Ͳ828Ͳ1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

St. Raymond’s Cookbooks
If you are looking for a
great giG, remember we
have parish cookbooks
available for sale! The
cookbooks are available on
the table in the gathering space for just
$12 each. Call 715Ͳ877Ͳ3400 to order
more!

Maintenance
Robert Grzyb
715Ͳ492Ͳ9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

PriestͲinͲResidence



Fr. John Schultz
715Ͳ271Ͳ0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com
S10444 Hwy 53, Fall Creek, WI 54742


Are you celebra-ng
your wedding anniversary in the month
of DECEMBER? If so,
please sign up on the Marriage/
Anniversary Blessing sheet on the table in
the gathering space. There will be a blessing aGer each Mass on December 9/10. 

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘ $2,466.00
Holy Day Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$20.00
Youth Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$2.00
Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$196.50
Building Fund Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$10.00
Total Envelope and Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$2694.50

Regis Faith Council Fundraiser

