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December 2 through December 10
Sat., Dec. 2


Sun., Dec. 3


Mon., Dec. 4
Tue., Dec. 5
Wed., Dec. 6
Thu., Dec. 7


Fri., Dec. 8

Sat., Dec. 9

Sun., Dec. 10





9:00a
SM
First Saturday: Priest’s Inten on
4:00p SM
† Len & Mary Drescher
6:00p  SR
† Coyne Callaghan 
8:30a  SR
SM & SR Parishioners
11:00a SM
† Ron Sandeen


1:00p SM
Spanish: Priest’s Inten)on
²²² No Mass ²²²
8:00a
SR
Ryan Pautz 
8:00a
SM
† Pauline Hagmann
8:00a
SR
† Clemens Roter
2:00p 
Mass at The Classic
5:30p SM
SM & SR Parishioners
9:00a
SM
† Len & Mary Drescher
7:00p SR
† Gertrude Hoppe
4:00p SM
† Arthur & Valeria Bohl
6:00p SR
† Joy Peterson
8:00a
SM
Spanish Mass: SM & SR 


Parishioners
8:30a
SR
† Randy Anderson
11:00a SM
† Peter Kovar


S   R  






Pastor

Parochial Vicar





Fr. Derek Sakowski
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 101

Fr. Daniel Thelen
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 140

frsakowski@gmail.com

dthelen@regiscatholicschools.com

Rectory: 715Ͳ514Ͳ5113

Thursday
Saturday 

E

7:00ʹ9:00p
SR
10:00aʹ12:00p  SM

  E   A 






Tuesday 
Thursday

5:00ʹ9:00p 
5:00ʹ10:00p

SM
SR
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Please submit informa)on for the bulle)n to the parish oﬃce
by Sunday and inserts by Wednesday. Thank you.
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Reﬂecons from Fr. Derek Sakowski
Learning from St. Benedict

“Listen carefully, my child, to the master’s instruc)ons, and a?end to them
with the ear of your heart. This is advice
from a father who loves you; welcome
it, and faithfully put it into prac)ce.”

So begins The Rule of Saint Benedict.
Consis)ng merely of a prologue and 73
paragraphs, it is ﬁlled with spiritual and
prac)cal wisdom, and a keen insight into human nature. There
are several themes in the Rule we can explore: repentance, stability, humility, authority, modera)on, stewardship, human labor,
hospitality, and the role of discipline. Each in its own way con)nues to oﬀer prac)cal wisdom for us today. Let’s begin by exploring the three vows that Benedic)nes tradi)onally take: obedience, stability, and conversion of life.

Obedience is ul)mately as a ma?er of obeying God the Father, in
imita)on of Jesus, who said, “I have come not to do my own will,
but the will of Him who sent me” (John 6:38). Christ’s obedience
involved a total selfͲemptying, laying down his life in sacriﬁce.
Monas)c life allows obedience and selfͲemptying to take on a
visible form. The monks vow obedience to their abbot (a name
meaning “father”) and habitually submit their own will to the will
of the abbot and of their elder monks.

Benedict has no illusions of abbots being perfect; indeed he is
well aware that they may be very awful leaders. That doesn’t
change the spiritual value of obedience. Benedict describes that
good fruit in the heart of a monk: “They no longer live by their
own judgment, giving into their whims and appe)tes; rather they
walk according to another’s decisions and direc)ons.” Our ego is
our own worst enemy. We can only imitate Christ’s love and obedience if we are emp)ed of our selfͲwill. Obedience to a superior
is not the only means to do so, but it is a very eﬀec)ve one. If we
can obey and submit to an imperfect human being, we can surely
obey and submit to a perfect and loving Father!

Benedict describes the promptness and eagerness that needs to
characterize true obedience: “Such people as these immediately
put aside their own concerns, abandon their own will, and lay
down whatever they have in hand, leaving it unﬁnished.” He joins
with St. Paul in quo)ng the words of Jesus: “God loves a cheerful
giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). That means that “if a disciple obeys
grudgingly and grumbles, not only aloud but also in his heart,
then even though he carries out the order, his ac)on will not be
accepted with favor by God, who sees that he is grumbling in his
heart.”

Obedience balances individual and communal needs, reﬂec)ng
the truth that we are not isolated individuals each doing whatever we feel like, but all interconnected in rela)onships and called
to love and serve one another. There are )mes in a monastery
when an individual and talented monk is asked to give up his own
personal dreams in order to ﬁll a role needed by the rest of the

community. The same oNen holds true in married life, in the
workplace, or in the diocesan priesthood. In the Rule, these kinds
of decisions aren’t to be made lightly by the abbot, but only
through dialogue and consulta)on. Hopefully in a happy marriage, in a healthy work environment, or in a healthy bishopͲ
priest rela)onship, there is a similar dialogue and consulta)on.
It’s rela)vely easy to see good versus evil. The hardest decisions
are always those that choose from among good op)ons (or from
among lessͲthanͲgood op)ons). But in the end decisions have to
be made, and surrendering one’s own will builds up the community in love and allows freedom in moving forward.

The church bells ﬁll the Benedic)ne day with moments of obedience. The bells ring, and the obedient monk promptly rises from
bed. The bells ring, and the obedient monk promptly lays down
his work project and heads to the chapel to pray. The bells ring,
and the obedient monk goes to bed.

It isn’t diﬃcult to see how each of us can carry over some of
these principles into our daily lives. In my experience, we know
exactly what God’s will is most of the moments of our day. When
the alarm goes oﬀ, He wills us to get up. When we do menial
tasks, he wills us to do them a?en)vely and with love. When we
eat and drink, he wills us to do so with gra)tude and modera)on.
When it’s )me to go to bed, he wills us to do so promptly rather
than stay up late in mindless pursuits.

Pride is the ancient sin of the devil and of our ﬁrst parents. Each
of us daily is tempted to cry out, “My will be done!” in a hundred
diﬀerent ways. Obedience chips away at our pride and selﬁshness and teaches us to love and serve others. It looks diﬀerent
for the monk, for the employee, for the spouse, and for the
priest. But we all are called to be obedient in our own state in
life, and to do so with the same prompt cheerfulness and eagerness showed by Christ and showed by holy monks. Do you allow
obedience to set you free in your daily life?

CityͲwide Penance Services
December 5ͶImmaculate Concep.on (7pm)
December 7ͶSt. James (7pm)
December 8ͶSt. Patrick’s (8Ͳ10pm)
December 12ͶSt. Olaf (7pm)
December 14ͶSt. Raymond’s (7pm)

Individual Confessions St. Mary’s, Altoona
Saturday, December 9 (8amͲ3:30pm)

Every Week:
St. Raymond’sͶThursdays, (7Ͳ9pm)
(Not on December 7, go to St. James)


St. Mary’sͶSaturdays, (10ͲNoon)

Saint Mary’s Parish
Parish News

Family Faith Forma8on

Family Faith Forma on for KͲ8 and parents takes place this
CATHOLIC AND LUTHERAN CONTINUING EDUCATION
Wednesday, December 6th! Please note that class now meets
The planning group for the October 29 “From Conﬂict to Communfrom 6:15pmͲ7:30pm, so make sure to arrive early! This week's
ion: LutheranͲCatholic Commemoraon of the Reformaon in
lesson
is tled "Water and Fire" on Bapsm & Conﬁrmaon. Fea2017” Prayer Service scheduled four sessions of Catholic/Lutheran
tured
dinner
is Baked Zi with Garlic Bread served from 5:30Ͳ
connuing educaon aBer the Prayer Service. The last session is
6:15pm. Remember to bring your Home Lesson Report AND Mass
Tuesday, December 5, at Trinity Lutheran Church, 1314 E. Lexington
A5endance Cards.
Blvd, Eau Claire. The me is 7:00PM. Presenters are Michael Van
Family Faith Forma on Home Lessons. Can you believe Advent is
Hemert, religion teacher at Regis High School, and Rev. Charles
also
here? These home lessons are designed to be completed
Gavin, rered ELCA Pastor. The subject is Bapsm as the basis for
throughout
Advent, including instrucons for making your own
unity. The public is invited.
piñata to celebrate Our Lady of Guadalupe!
Las Mañanitas
9th and 10th Grade Conﬁrma on students will be serving at FamiLas Mañanitas is a tradional Mexican birthday song
ly Faith Forma on this Wednesday from 5:30Ͳ8:00pm.
sung in Mexico and other Lan American countries at
NO RCIA this week!
birthday pares and for serenades. Many songs will be
Parish Council of Catholic Women
sung to honor Our Lady of Guadalupe. Join us on Sunday,
Dec. 10 at 6:00a for Las Mananitas, Rosary, and the SpanSt. Mary’s PCCW will be hos)ng a sale of Advent and other reliish Mass at 8:00a. There will not be a Spanish Mass at
gious items on Dec. 1Ͳ3. Please stop by the table in the Narthex
1:00p on Dec. 10.
before or aNer Mass to see what’s new. There are many beau)Schola Cantorum of Eau Claire 
ful religious ar)cles for sale that would make great Christmas
Schola Cantorum will perform at St. James the Greater Catholic
giNs and stocking stuﬀers.
th
Church, 2502 11th St, Eau Claire, on December 10 @ 2:00p. Over
the course of 18 years, the Council of Trent (1545Ͳ1563) made many
Knights of Columbus
changes in the structure and pracces of the Catholic Church. One
of these changes included a simpliﬁcaon of the music used during
The regular monthly mee)ng will be held on Monday,
the mass. To illustrate and contrast these changes, the concert will
December 4 in the Knights Room. The oﬃcers will meet at
present music from before and during the council, with chants and
6:00p followed by the regular business mee)ng at 7:00p.
choral works by Josquin Deprez, Jacobus de Kerle, Giovanna da
Elizabeth Ministry
Palestrina, and Vincenzo Ruﬀo. The text of these prayers borrows
text from the scripture, which are expanded with contemporary
To add a name, due date/birth date, request a meal, or
words that speak of the hope of reconciliaon and uniﬁcaon
to volunteer, please call Emily Thurner at 715Ͳ864Ͳ
amongst various denominaons. This vocal chamber ensemble is
3048. Please pray for those who are expec)ng: Mary
dedicated to performing the music of the Medieval, Renaissance,
Gabriel Foster and Jacqueline Van Hemert. 
and Baroque periods in the Chippewa Valley.
Las Posadas 
L M
S. M’ P S
Las Posadas and a Bilingual Mass will be celebrated on Dec. 17 at Noon. Join us for this Pastoral Associate/Admin. Assistant
Saturday, December 9, 4:00p
celebraon and communal luncheon in the
Sharon Stearns
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x. 100  Lector
M Hanson
Center following Mass. No 1 p.m. Spanish Mass.
 stmarypar@gmail.com
Servers
M Nuesse, Z Niedzwiecki
Bookkeeper 
St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week
A. Server G LeGore
Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x. 146
Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$5,090.50
S. Server M Niedzwiecki
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com
Endowment Fund͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$0.00
Ushers
W Liedl, M Kloss, J Hayden, R
Family Faith Forma#on 
Teens/Children͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$15.39
 
Verdegan
Jacqueline Van Hemert
414Ͳ698Ͳ6040
Oﬀertory (Plate)͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$1,063.78

Total Envelope & Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$6,169.67
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com 
Sunday, December 10, 11:00a
Director
of Sacred Music
Capital Campaign ͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$660.00
Lector
A Koenig
Sydney Alexander
715Ͳ828Ͳ1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com
Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend:
Servers
S Black, A Rosener
Maintenance 
4:00p ʹ J Rohn and volunteer 
A. Server N Mullenberg
Mike Marcon
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x. 141
11:00a ʹ Volunteer and volunteer
S. Server J Mullenberg
 mjmmarcon@hotmail.com 
Last Week’s Scrip Informa'on
Ushers
T Perkins, R Mullenberg, J
Number of Orders͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘19
St. Mary’s School
715Ͳ830Ͳ2278
 
Cooley, D Kamrowski
Amount Sold͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$4,120.00
Carisa Smiskey, Principal
Counters C Mastej, C Kading, M Kleist
Proﬁt (approximately)͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$207.30
Young Adult Ministry 
Monthly Proﬁt͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$882.58
Colleen Duﬀy
Thank you!
 dmneelloc@gmail.com


St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish
Parish News

From The Library

Decora8ng for Christmas

Family Faith Forma'on
Next Sunday, December 10 is our next
session of Family Faith Forma)on. Don’t
forget to bring Christmas cookies if you
signed up for the social!
Jump for Joy Youth Ou'ng
Youth Night (Sunday, December 17 from
4:00Ͳ6:00p) at Ac)on City Trampoline
Park. Cost: $10 for 2 hours of jumping.
This cost includes pizza, pop and prayer.
Sponsored by the ECDCCW.
Youth Choir
The Youth Choir
will prac)ce
on Wednesday, December 6, 7:00Ͳ8:00p.
Please contact Sydney Alexander, Director of Sacred Music, at 715Ͳ828Ͳ1687 if
you are interested in joining the Youth
Choir! 
Hall Rental
If you would like to rent the Parish Hall
and/or Kitchen, please contact Elaine
Welin, at 715Ͳ877Ͳ3400. Needed: a
signed rental agreement, proof of liability
insurance, paid rental fee and deposit.
Please reserve the hall/kitchen at least 3
months in advance. Rental is available to
parish members only.
Parish Cookbooks for Sale
Purchase a Cookbook as a giN this Christmas. Cost is just $12 payable to PCCW..

Feel free to stop by and
browse through our new
extensive DVD collec)on.
Also new to the library are
two Kindles (One for children and one for adults) as well as a
Chris)anͲbased Adult Coloring Book
(please autograph the page you color). 

HELPERS NEEDED: we will
be decora)ng the church for
Christmas on Sunday, December 24 at 9:30a. Please plan
to stay aNer Mass and help
us out! Thank you!

Lector

T Smith

Servers
Ushers

T Falbo, E Falbo, M Hoﬀ
K & C King, B & D Sorge









Saturday, December 9, 6:00p


J Bearrood
M Rockow, A Christ



Sunday, December 10, 8:30a
Lector

There is s)ll
room available if
you are interested in going on
our Mission Trip
to Peru! If you
would like to learn more, please plan on
a?ending the ﬁrst mee)ng to be held on
Friday, December 8 at 5:30p in the Parish
Hall. Food will be provided. Mee)ng will
conclude in )me for the Holy Day Mass
beginning at 7:00p.

Wedding Anniversary Blessing
Are you celebra)ng
your wedding anniversary in the month
of DECEMBER? If so,
please sign up on the Marriage/
Anniversary Blessing sheet on the table in
the gathering space. There will be a blessing aNer each Mass on December 9/10. 

Diocesan Annual Appeal Update
This year’s goal for St. Raymond’s: $39,730. To date: we
have received $35,779.63 leaving the remaining total of:
$3,950.37. Remember every
dollar that we go over our goal
will come back to our parish!

Elaine Welin
715Ͳ877Ͳ3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

Bookkeeper 
Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ533Ͳ0629
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com

Faith Forma#on 
Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715Ͳ835Ͳ8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com


Servers
Ushers


Peru Mission 2018

Parish Secretary

Friday, December 8, 7:00p

A Christ

If you know of someone who is homebound and would like Holy Communion
brought to them, please contact Carla
Kostka at 715Ͳ225Ͳ7419.

Trying to get that last
minute tax deduc)on for
a charitable contribu)on?
We will need to receive
your dona)on in the mail
by Friday, December 29 or you can put it
in the oﬀertory basket at one of the
weekend Masses on December 30 or 31.

S. R!"#’ P S

L M

Lector

Homebound Visits

Tax Deduc8on

J Ceranski
 C Kostka, M Callaghan, 
 
M Miller
Servers
E, J & I Frank
Ushers
D Olson, C & J Rollins, 
 
M Quirk
Greeters D, L, C & A Olson
Counters J Smith, P Gentry, D Ziemann

Director of Sacred Music
Sydney Alexander 
715Ͳ828Ͳ1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Maintenance
Robert Grzyb
715Ͳ492Ͳ9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

PriestͲinͲResidence



Fr. John Schultz
715Ͳ271Ͳ0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com
S10444 Hwy 53, Fall Creek, WI 54742

St. Raymond Lectors
Please pick up the 2018 Lector Workbook
on the table in the gathering space.

Advertiser of the Week







St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘ $3,366.00
Youth Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$5.00
Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$660.50
Capital Campaign͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$3,315.00
Building Fund Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$270.00
Total Envelope and Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘$7,616.50

Meet St. Mary’s Staﬀ Member: Michael Marcon
Gree.ngs, my
name is Michael. I’m sure
you've seen me
walking
throughout the
buildings
checking things
over, mowing
the lawns and
cleaning or ﬁxing something. I’m always trying to ﬁnd
projects that will improve our facili.es. I’ve been
working at St. Mary's as a custodian since the Fall of
2012 when I was hired part .me to help Eric Marcon
and his crew. In May of 2015 when Eric decided to
pursue a new job, I took over as the new head of the
maintenance department.

I was born and raised in Altoona. I went to St. Mary's
elementary school and then on to Altoona High
School. A@er gradua.ng high school, I received a
scholarship to aAend the Minneapolis College of Art
and Design where I earned my Bachelor of Fine Arts.
Ever since I was young I knew I wanted to make art in
some shape or form for a career. During this highly
crea.ve period I explored as many forms of expression as I possibly could. Unhappy with my illustra.on
major I decided to pursue ﬁne art pain.ng, but with a
more commercial approach. Immediately a@er gradua.on in 2002, I moved back to Altoona and started
working as a produc.on ar.st for a ﬁne art poster
company out of Orlando, FL. For 12 years I created
pain.ngs and mixed media/digital imagery full .me
which resulted in 100’s of thousands of commercial
prints that found their way into big box retailers and
online
art
stores. My
artwork has
even been
seen in the
background
sets of a few
TV
shows
and
commercials!
A@er
20
Michael with his late father, John, in his dad’s
years of cretrain room

a.ng art my interest in the
commercial art
industry
faded
and in the Fall of
2014 my art publisher and I decided to part
ways.

I have really enjoyed working for
St Mary’s for the
last 5 years, it
has been a welcome change compared to the isola.on of doing art in a small studio room. Working
where I went to elementary school has been very nostalgic for me. It was also nice having the chance to
work with my mother, Janet, when she planned the
events and wedding recep.ons
here at the Community Center.
A@er 2 years, I
con.nue to learn
many new skills
and more eﬃcient ways of
doing things. I
enjoy working
alongside parishioners, students
and teachers. It
is a posi.ve environment where I
like the challenge of keeping everything in working order and
looking nice. My part .me crew members who work
to help with the tasks also make my job a welcoming
challenge. I really appreciate the trust and freedom
Father Sakowski has given me to work eﬃciently and
do the best job I can.

When I am not working, I enjoy being a movie nerd,
an animal lover, listening to many types of music, and
crea.ng art on the computer. Someday, I hope to return to pain.ng as a hobby.

