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December 9 through December 17
Sat., Dec. 9

Sun., Dec. 10



Mon., Dec. 11
Tue., Dec. 12
Wed., Dec. 13
Thu., Dec. 14

Fri., Dec. 15
Sat., Dec. 16

Sun., Dec. 17





4:00p SM
† Arthur & Valeria Bohl
6:00p  SR
† Joy Peterson
8:00a
SM
Spanish: SM & SR Parishioners
8:30a  SR
† Randy Anderson
11:00a SM
† Peter Kovar
1:00p 
No Mass 
²²² No Mass ²²²
8:00a
SR
† Gwynne Woodward
8:00a
SM
† Elmer & Veronica Thurner
8:00a
SR
† Coyne Callaghan
10:30a 
Mass at Augusta NH
9:00a
SM
Jeremy Hardy
4:00p SM
Deedee Eﬀertz
6:00p SR
† Marie Thomas
8:30a
SR
† William Schaller
12:00p SM
BILINGUAL Spanish Mass: 


SM & SR Parishioners
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Thursday
Saturday 

7:00ʹ9:00p
SR
10:00aʹ12:00p  SM



E
Pastor

Parochial Vicar





Fr. Derek Sakowski
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 101

Fr. Daniel Thelen
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 140

frsakowski@gmail.com

dthelen@regiscatholicschools.com

Rectory: 715Ͳ514Ͳ5113
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Tuesday 
Thursday

5:00ʹ9:00p 
5:00ʹ10:00p




SM
SR
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Please submit informa=on for the bulle=n to the parish oﬃce
by Sunday and inserts by Wednesday. Thank you.
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Reﬂecons from Fr. Derek Sakowski
Learning from St. Benedict


In his Rule, Saint Benedict discusses the
three vows that his monks profess: obedience, stability, and conversion of life.
This week we can consider “stability.” It
is a vow rather unique to the Benedic=ne tradi=on, and yet one we need to
learn from today.


Quite simply, Benedic=ne monks vow to
stay in the monastery that they enter,
unless obedience sends them elsewhere. Historically, monks
were some=mes sent out as missionaries, or to be abbot of another monastery. But normally they promised that this would be
their spiritual and physical home for the rest of their life.


Other religious communi=es, like the Missionaries of Charity or
the Jesuits, are mobile by their very nature. They expect to be
moved throughout the globe over the course of their life. 


The hyperͲmobile spirituality of some orders and the ultraͲstable
spirituality of the Benedic=nes each have their place in the life of
the Church. The frequent call to be moved is a reminder that
“here we have no las=ng city” (Hebrews 13:14). It is a share in
the mission of Jesus, who had “no place to lay his
head” (MaIhew 8:20). It prevents stagna=on. On the opposite
side, repeatedly geJng new assignments brings risks of its own.
Pope Francis warns against priests becoming ambi=ous or falling
vic=m to “careerism.” Moving around should be the fruit of obedience, not selfͲseeking.


Benedic=ne monasteries, over the centuries, certainly experienced periods of stagna=on or iner=a. They were tempted to
ease, comfort, or worldliness. But their vow of conversion of life
was always a safeguard, and very oKen the Holy Spirit raised up
reform movements: Cluny, the Cistercians, the Carthusians, etc.
More oKen than not, their vow of stability bore abundant fruit,
not only in their own hearts, but in the surrounding culture. The
monks were a stabilizing inﬂuence in very unstable centuries,
thus paving the way to a great ﬂourishing of culture in the High
Middle Ages and beyond.


Within their own hearts, their stability allowed them to be like
cul=vated gardens. Stable communal life allows both steady nurturing and steady weeding. You cannot hide from your faults in a
stable community. There is nothing like communal life for exposing our weaknesses and shoving our faults in our face. In a
healthy Benedic=ne community, there is also encouragement,
correc=on, and ediﬁca=on as they all pursue together the good
fruit that is their moIo: Pax (“Peace”). 


There is much we can learn today from their stability. What a
contrast to today’s fastͲpaced, distracted, and chao=c society.
We have struggled enormously to persevere in longͲrange commitments such as marriage or priesthood or even friendship. The
millennial genera=on is especially notorious for avoiding longͲ
range or diﬃcult tasks in the workplace. A decade ago, an MIT
professor did an experiment on his economics students. They
played a simple computer game, in which they had to click on
one of three doors. Behind each door were cash prizes. But clicking on one door caused the others to shrink, and eventually, to

disappear forever. Instead of ﬁnding the door of greatest value
and clicking on it repeatedly, the majority of students “kept their
op=ons open,” terriﬁed of commiJng to one thing only.


We bring the same aJtude to Faith. Gone are the days of my
grandparents, who spent 70 out of their 71+ years of marriage
living in the same neighborhood and faithfully inves=ng in the
same parish. They saw much craziness and an assortment of
priests come and go over those decades, and were a stable and
posi=ve inﬂuence all the while. Today, by contrast, American
Chris=ans keep shopping around for a church that suits their own
tastes.


Benedict begins his Rule with some sage commentary on these
aJtudes of the human heart. He discusses diﬀerent “kinds of
monks.” There are solitary “Hermits” (as he once was), and there
are “Cenobites” ʹ those who live in a stable community life. But
then there are also “Sarabaites.” Rather than surrendering themselves in obedience and allowing a community to correct them,
they build up a selfͲmade rule and a selfͲgiven salva=on. “Their
law is what they like to do, whatever strikes their fancy … Anything they believe in and choose, they call holy; anything they
dislike, they consider forbidden.” Sound familiar? It is the aJtude of most Americans towards religion today ʹ picking and
choosing for ourselves that which is good, true, and beau=ful
rather than allowing ourselves to be changed by the living God.


Finally, Benedict discusses the “Gyrovagues,” who refuse to seIle
down and tend to driK from monastery to monastery, region to
region. They wind up being “slaves of their own wills and gross
appe=tes” and “are in every way worse than the Sarabaites.” At
that point Benedict eﬀec=vely says he should move on, because
he has nothing nice to say.


In today’s age that overͲexalts being “openͲminded,” the words
of G.K. Chesterton come to mind: “Merely having an open mind
is nothing; the object of opening the mind, as of opening the
mouth, is to shut it again on something solid.” Benedic=nes understand that. They ﬁnd the pearl of great price, and they spend
the rest of their life steadily pursing it.


We have much to learn from Benedict today. Stable commitments involve selfͲemptying, sacriﬁce, and humble service. They
involve a purging of our weaknesses and faults. They are oKen
unglamorous or even dull, but they bear las=ng fruit for the Kingdom.

Sacraments
Bapsm: Parents should request the bapsm of their infants at least two months prior to the ancipated date of 
bapsm. A class for parents is required. See your parish
website for more informaon, to download forms, and to
see upcoming bapsmal class dates.


Marriage: Couples who want to request the celebraon of
the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the pastor at the
me of formal engagement or at least six months prior to
the ancipated date of marriage. 


Saint Mary’s Parish
Parish News

Family Faith Forma0on
Schola Cantorum of Eau Claire 

Schola Cantorum will perform at St. James the Greater Catholic Church,
2502 11th St, Eau Claire, on December 10th @ 2:00p. Over the course of
18 years, the Council of Trent (1545Ͳ1563) made many changes in the
structure and prac-ces of the Catholic Church. One of these changes
included a simpliﬁca-on of the music used during the mass. To illustrate
and contrast these changes, the concert will present music from before
and during the council, with chants and choral works by Josquin Deprez,
Jacobus de Kerle, Giovanna da Palestrina, and Vincenzo Ruﬀo. The text
of these prayers borrows text from the scripture, which are expanded
with contemporary words that speak of the hope of reconcilia-on and
uniﬁca-on amongst various denomina-ons. This vocal chamber ensemble is dedicated to performing the music of the Medieval, Renaissance,
and Baroque periods in the Chippewa Valley.

Las Posadas 
Las Posadas and a Bilingual Mass will be celebrated on Dec. 17 at Noon.
Join us for this celebra-on and communal luncheon in the Center following Mass. No 1 p.m. Spanish Mass.

Year End Tax Deduc&on
Trying to get that last minute tax deduc-on for a charitable contribu-on? We will need to receive your dona-on in the mail by Friday, December 29 or you can put it in the oﬀertory basket at one of the weekend Masses on December 30 or 31.

PartͲTime Janitor Wanted

Family Faith Forma&on Home Lessons. Learn more about Isaiah
the prophet in this week's home lessons!
9th and 10th Grade Conﬁrma&on students will have confessions and oneͲonͲone mee=ngs with their teachers this Wednesday from 6:30Ͳ8:00pm.
Eau Claire TEENS! Save the date for the Ac&on City Youth Rally
on Friday, February 2nd from 6Ͳ10pm with special guest speaker
Father Billy Dodge. Cost is just $20/person! More info and registra=on to come.
RCIAmeets this Wednesday, December 13th from 6:30Ͳ8:30pm.
As we prepare for Christmas, we'll be learning about Mary (and
why Catholics give her so much aIen=on), the Rosary and the
Communion of Saints. www.srsmRCIA.com.

Parish Council of Catholic Women
Thank you to those who ordered the Na=vity cookie decora=ng
kits. All proceeds from this will be used to purchased items for
St. Mary’s sacred liturgy. Have a blessed advent. Also, thank you
to those who brought giKs for the giving tree. 

Knights of Columbus

St. Mary’s is currently seeking a partͲ-me janitor to help in the school,
The regular monthly mee=ng will be held on Monday,
community center and church approximately 8Ͳ12 hours a week. ShiDs
January 8 in the Knights Room. The oﬃcers will meet at
are usually 4Ͳ7 p.m. on weekdays with some weekend mornings and
6:00p followed by the regular business mee=ng at 7:00p.
evenings. Call Mike at 715Ͳ271Ͳ4056 for more informa-on.
2018 Mercy and Forgiveness Spiritual Pilgrimage
Elizabeth Ministry
Many of us have been hurt by a hardͲtoͲhandle wrong commiEed
To add a name, due date/birth date, request a meal, or
against us. We want to forgive and have tried to forgive, but have not
been able to fully forgive from our heart. You are invited to a Mercy and
to volunteer, please call Emily Thurner at 715Ͳ864Ͳ3048.
Forgiveness Spiritual Pilgrimage at Immaculate Concep-on Church in
Please pray for those who are expec=ng: Mary Gabriel
Eau Claire. This Pilgrimage is especially for people who have been hurt
Foster, Jacqueline Van Hemert and Shelley Van Wyk. 
and have been struggling to let go of anger.
There is no cost. It will be on six Wednesdays:
L M
S. M’ P S
Feb. 7, 21, 28, Mar. 7, 14, and 21, from 6:15Ͳ
7:30 p.m. If you plan to come to the ﬁrst ses- Pastoral Associate/Admin. Assistant
Saturday, December 16, 4:00p
sion, please respond by Jan. 26, 2018, contact
Sharon Stearns
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x. 100  Lector
N Hurlburt
Lou Recine at mercypilgrimage@gmail.com, or
 stmarypar@gmail.com
call 715Ͳ441Ͳ3202.

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$8,849.50
Endowment Fund͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$100.00
Teens/Children͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$3.90
Oﬀertory (Plate)͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$1,886.67
Total Envelope & Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$10,840.07
Capital Campaign ͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$1,826.95


Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend:
4:00p ʹ J Rohn and volunteer
11:00a ʹ Volunteer and volunteer
Last Week’s Scrip Informa&on
Number of Orders͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘26
Amount Sold͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$7,640.00
Proﬁt (approximately)͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$425.57
Monthly Proﬁt͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$425.57
Thank you!

Bookkeeper 

Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x. 146
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Formaon 
Jacqueline Van Hemert
414Ͳ698Ͳ6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music
Sydney Alexander
715Ͳ828Ͳ1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Maintenance 

Mike Marcon
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x. 141
 mjmmarcon@hotmail.com 
St. Mary’s School
715Ͳ830Ͳ2278
Carisa Smiskey, Principal
Young Adult Ministry 
Colleen Duﬀy
 dmneelloc@gmail.com

Servers
A. Server
S. Server
Ushers
 

Z Niedzwiecki, J Buscherfeld
J Hurlburt
M Niedzwiecki
W Liedl, H & M Talley, 
R Meyer

Sunday, December 17, Noon
Lector

M Doney, L Nunez

Servers
 
A. Server
S. Server
Ushers
 
Counters

J Hurlburt, T Doney, D de Paz,
C Velasquez
R Wanke

R Smeltzer, D Hawker, T Sykora,
F Chukwudelunzu, L & F Nunez
C Mastej, J Thom, C Kading

St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish
Parish News

Decora0ng for Christmas

CityͲwide Penance Services

Family Faith Forma&on
Praying for a blessed and prayerful Advent for all of our Family Forma=on and
Conﬁrma=on families!
Jump for Joy Youth Ou&ng
Youth Night (Sunday, December 17 from
4:00Ͳ6:00p) at Ac=on City Trampoline
Park. Cost: $10 for 2 hours of jumping.
This cost includes pizza, pop and prayer.
Sponsored by the ECDCCW.
Hall Rental
If you would like to rent the Parish Hall
and/or Kitchen, please contact Elaine
Welin, at 715Ͳ877Ͳ3400. Needed: a
signed rental agreement, proof of liability
insurance, paid rental fee and deposit.
Please reserve the hall/kitchen at least 3
months in advance. Rental is available to
parish members only.
Rosary
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary
are prayed before Mass on Sunday mornings beginning at 7:50a. 
Mass Inten&ons
If you would like a Mass said for someone, please submit a $10 s=pend for each
inten=on. Also, please include whether
or not the individual is living or deceased.
Thank you.

HELPERS NEEDED: we will
be decora=ng the church for
Christmas on Sunday, December 24 at 9:30a. Please plan
to stay aKer Mass and help
us out! Thank you!

December 12ͶSt. Olaf at 7:00p
December 14ͶSt. Raymond’s at 7:00p
Individual Confessions at St. Mary’s
December 10 from 8:00aͲ3:30p

Tax Deduc0on

New to the library:
Fr.
James Kurzynski Ͷ “God’s
Canvas” in which he explores how faith and science can and should be
partners in the explora=on of truth. 
Fr. Dan Thelen Ͷ “Saints in Rome and
Beyond” Ͷ while studying in Rome, his
daily walks through the city led to the
comple=on of his book. It has been his
desire to share these opportuni=es with
others so that they too may have the giK
of visi=ng the saints.

L M
Saturday, December 16, 6:00p
Lector
Servers
Ushers


P Uhlig




J Campbell
M Rockow, J Jaenke

Sunday, December 17, 8:30a
Lector

T Smith
 T Fischer, J Bowers, 
 
L Hinnrichs
Servers
N Bowers, K Burmesch
Ushers
J Krupka, K Roberts, J Sauter,
 
D Olson
Greeters J & K Krupka
Counters R Muller, S & T Mayer

Adver0ser of the Week







Trying to get that last
minute tax deduc=on for
a charitable contribu=on?
We will need to receive
your dona=on in the mail
by Friday, December 29 or you can put it
in the oﬀertory basket at one of the
weekend Masses on December 30 or 31.

St. Raymond Lectors
Please pick up the 2018 Lector Workbook
on the table in the gathering space.

Diocesan Annual Appeal Update
This year’s goal for St. Raymond’s: $39,730. To date: we
have received $35,979.63 leaving the remaining total of:
$3,750.37. Remember every
dollar that we go over our goal
will come back to our parish!

S. R!"#’ P S
Administrave Assistant
Elaine Welin
715Ͳ877Ͳ3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

Bookkeeper 

Homebound Visits
If you know of someone that
is homebound and would
like
Holy
Communion
brought to them, please
contact Carla Kostka at 
715Ͳ225Ͳ7419.

Prayer Chain
Please submit any prayer requests to Elaine Welin via
email: ewelin327@gmail.com
or to call Diane Walker at 715Ͳ
286Ͳ5171. 

If You Are Not Feeling Well

Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ533Ͳ0629
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com

Faith Formaon 
Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715Ͳ835Ͳ8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com

Director of Sacred Music
Sydney Alexander 
715Ͳ828Ͳ1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Maintenance

"If you are not feeling well
during these winter months,
please be considerate of others
by refraining from handshakes
during the Sign of Peace and by
not receiving from the chalice at
communion."

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week

Robert Grzyb
715Ͳ492Ͳ9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

PriestͲinͲResidence

From The Library



Fr. John Schultz

715Ͳ271Ͳ0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com
S10444 Hwy 53, Fall Creek, WI 54742

Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘ $7,118.00
Holy Day͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$20.00
Christmas͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$50.00
Youth Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$4.50
Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$690.50
Capital Campaign͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$8,910.00
Building Fund Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘320.00
Total Envelope and Plate͘͘͘͘$17,113.00

Blessed Solanus CaseyͶFrom Stranger to Spiritual Friend
Early in the morning on November 17,
about 100 people from the Diocese of La
Crosse were boarding two coach busses to
prepare for a pilgrimage to see a saint in
the making. Although the sun had not yet
risen and eyes were s=ll working on opening, the excitement of the groggy pilgrims
was evident. Soon we would be on our
way to Michigan, the loca=on for the Bea=ﬁca=on Mass of Father Solanus Casey, a
Wisconsin na=ve and humble servant of
the Lord. 

heart he loved. He loved God and he loved
his neighbor, and for his great trust and
devo=on to our Lord he was giKed with
prophecy and healing, a beau=ful tes=mony for how God can work in our lives if we
let Him, if we stop saying we are “too”
something and realize we have everything
we need in Jesus. 



I knew very liIle about Fr. Solanus as I
boarded the bus that morning, he was not
a man whose story I had heard. I was going
because this was a celebra=on of a path I
hope to follow in, one we should all want
to travel, the journey to sainthood. Although I knew nothing about Fr. Solanus at
the start of the trip, as the weekend went
on, he became a true inspira=on and a
dear spiritualͲfriend. 

Born into humble beginnings to a family of
farmers in Wisconsin, he leK the farm to
work and help his family ﬁnancially when
they suﬀered misfortune with their crops.
It was during his =me away from home
that Fr. Solanus heard his calling to the
priesthood. He followed God’s call and,
due to diﬃculty with learning German, was
eventually ordained a priest but was not
allowed to preach sermons or hear confessions. His assignment became a sacristan
and secretary, also known as a porter. 

The pilgrimage to Michigan contained
many moments for us to allow God to
work in us. Friday gave us the opportunity
to grow in pa=ence. Star=ng oﬀ with Mass
at the Basilica of St. Josaphat when we
arrived in Milwaukee and a wonderful
lunch aKer, the rest of the travels for the
day were ﬁlled with rain, crawling traﬃc in
Illinois and even the excitement of the
storage doors on one bus opening on the
interstate. This extra =me on the bus allowed for addi=onal fellowship and an
increased gra=tude when we ﬁnally made
it to the hotel at 2am. 



Saturday aKernoon found us braving the
rain to get into Ford Field, and although
many of us were soaked, and literally dripping wet, by the =me we made it to our
seats, nothing could dull the atmosphere
of what was about to take place. Over
60,000 people were at Ford Field, including
hundreds of priests. Mass was presided by
His Eminence Angelo Cardinal Amato. The
experience is one I will never forget. 

Early in the morning on Sunday we said
goodbye to Michigan as we headed west
to Indiana to celebrate Mass at St. Stanislaus Kostka parish in Michigan City. This
beau=ful church houses over 200 relics,
one of my favorites being that of St. Maria
Faus=na. S=ll =red from our early wakeup
call, my soul was alive at Mass as the sun
began to ﬁll the church from one of the
many stained glass windows. As the pilgrimage was drawing to a close, I was ﬁlled
with apprecia=on that I was able to take
part in this faithͲﬁlled weekend. 




Fr. Solanus’ story rang a chord with my
heart. How oKen do we see ourselves as
inadequate and use that as an excuse to
say no to God’s calling in our life? We say
we are too young or too old, too uneducated or too shy, we always seem to be
able to ﬁnd an excuse. Fr. Solanus gives us
a model of true humility. He knew what
God wanted, and even though it didn’t
turn out like he might have expected in the
beginning, he said yes, and with a humble

na=ng in the Bea=ﬁca=on Mass at Ford
Field. In the morning we headed into Detroit to go to St. Bonaventure Monastery
and the Fr. Solanus Casey Center. Pilgrims
were able to pray in the chapel as well as
at Fr. Solanus’ tomb and also see mementos from his life on earth. 

Saturday allowed for a day of celebra=on
for the life and work of Fr. Solanus, culmi-

Fr. Solanus is not quite ﬁnished on his journey towards being declared a saint, but his
cause for canoniza=on now has even more
people praying for him, including me, no
longer a stranger to the example of this
man. An example that calls us to be exactly
who God created us to be, nothing more
and nothing less. As Pope Francis has said,
“ask Jesus what He wants from you and be
brave!” Fr. Solanus was truly brave in accep=ng his voca=on and his humble service to God’s people. 


Submi%ed by Angie Koenig

