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January 20 through January 28
Sat., Jan. 20

Sun., Jan. 21


Mon., Jan. 22
Tue., Jan. 23
Wed., Jan. 24
Thu., Jan. 25


Fri., Jan. 26
Sat., Jan. 27

Sun., Jan. 28




4:00p SM
† Rookie & Lorraine Sandeen
6:00p  SR
† Ernest Kuhnen
8:30a  SR
† Marie Schreier
11:00a SM
SM & SR Parishioners

1:00p SM
Spanish: Mark Streit
²²² No Mass ²²²
8:00a
SR
Charles Ho)es
8:00a
SM
† Catherine Rodek
8:00a
SR
† Brian Bement
9:30a

Mass at Grace Willowbrook
3:30p 
Mass at Osseo Nursing Home
9:00a
SM
Diane Kuhnert
4:00p SM
† Florence & Ernest Sandeen
6:00p SR
† Coyne Callaghan
8:30a
SR
SR & SM Parishioners
11:00a SM
† Faus8no Sergiacomi
1:00p SM
Spanish: Priest’s Inten8on
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Thursday
Saturday 

E

7:00ʹ9:00p
SR
10:00aʹ12:00p  SM

  E   A 



Pastor

Parochial Vicar





Fr. Derek Sakowski
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 101

Fr. Daniel Thelen
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 140

frsakowski@gmail.com

dthelen@regiscatholicschools.com

Rectory: 715Ͳ514Ͳ5113




Tuesday 
Thursday

5:00ʹ9:00p 
5:00ʹ10:00p




SM
SR


B S

   D

Please submit informa8on for the bulle8n to the parish oﬃce
by Sunday and inserts by Wednesday. Thank you.
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Reﬂecons from Fr. Derek Sakowski
Learning from St. Benedict

As we con8nue drawing lessons from
the Rule of Saint Benedict, let’s now
consider his understanding of authority
and how it should be exercised.


In Benedic8ne abbeys, the monks elect
an abbot (a name which means
“father”). He is to be a father ﬁgure
to the other monks, leading them as a
spiritual family. But it is not a topͲdown, authoritarian pyramid
structure. True, on the side of the monks, there is the promise of
obedience. They need to learn to set aside their own selfͲseeking
and submit to God’s will in the form of community life and the
direc8on of the abbot. But on the side of the abbot there is the
serious duty of listening, of consul8ng, and of communica8ng
well, all as part of the exercise of GodͲgiven authority.


Here is how the Rule explains it:


“Whenever anything of importance is to be done in the monastery, let the abbot assemble the whole community and himself
declare the maFer to be treated. And having received the advice
of the brethren, let him weigh it within himself, and then do
what he shall judge to be most expedient. Moreover, we have
said that all are to be called to counsel because it is oHen to the
younger that the Lord reveals what is beFer” (Ch. 3).


Even in maFers of lesser importance, the abbot is urged to take
counsel with the elder members of the community and to “do
nothing without counsel.”


Listening, consulta8on, discernment, and the exercise of pastoral
authority ʹ these are pillars of community life. Contrary to popular percep8on, the Catholic Church very much values all of them.
At the diocesan level, I serve now on the College of Deans as well
as on the Personnel Council. Bishop Callahan relies on our input
and carefully listens to us prior to making pastoral decisions. At
the parish level, we have pastoral and ﬁnance councils. Our two
parishes also have a joint leadership team ʹ 4 of our leaders in
each parish mee8ng with Fr. Thelen and me, truly looking at both
the whole picture and all the moving parts. Things some8mes
look diﬀerently when you consider everything all at once, rather
than just a few of the parts!

herded, and “Holy Orders” brings real authority. Trust me, there
are many 8mes when I wish that I didn’t have to make decisions
ʹ especially when people don’t agree! But authority must be
exercised for a healthy Church family to exist.


Whenever possible, I try (as is desirable) to seek a consensus
around decisions and/or changes. OHen it is possible; at 8mes, it
is not. At the very least, when careful consulta8on happens,
those consulted can see that there is not consensus, that not
everyone agrees, and that a decision simply has to be made.


In fact, the hardest decisions are oHen there when choosing
between two goods. It is easy (or should be) to say “no” to evil
and “yes” to good. But when there are mul8ple op8ons, it can be
hard to ﬁgure out the right path. You married couples know what
I am talking about ʹ choosing between job oﬀers or buying
a home. In the end, a decision must be made. Authority gives
everyone the freedom to move forward together. The same
holds true when individuals or ins8tu8ons are “caught between a
rock and a hard place,” and none of the op8ons seem appealing.
That is when I personally ﬁnd it the hardest to exercise authority.
However, that is when I receive the most encouragement and
support from the everyday faithful who remind me that I am not
alone, that I can trust God, and that I must follow His lead. He’s
the ul8mate authority.


In the end abbots, pastors, bishops, and poli8cal leaders need to
exercise their GodͲgiven authority and make decisions. Some8mes those decisions will not be popular with everyone. Hopefully they are done with careful listening and consulta8on. As
St. Benedict explains, “…he must know without doubt that he
must render to God, the most just Judge, an account of all his
decisions.”


On the part of the community, Benedict urges the monks to put
forth their opinions clearly but with humility, and then to resist
the tempta8on to be per8nacious or obs8nate ʹ which very
quickly disrupts unity and peace within a spiritual family. When
possible, we get a chance to “weigh in” ʹ but whether we get our
way or not, we hopefully also “buy in” and unite as one Body of
Christ. May God guide all of us, both when leading and being led,
and may His will be done!

Sacraments



Over the years I’ve learned well how important it is to listen carefully to people ʹ especially to those who seem to be well in tune
with the Holy Spirit and living lives of Faith, Hope, and Charity.
The Catechism teaches us that each bap8zed Chris8an has a
supernatural “sense of Faith” that gives them keen insight into
the mysteries of the Faith and into everyday life, even without
academic educa8on. Everywhere I have served, I have found it to
be so. I have met simple and holy people who bear simple and
profound witness to Faith.


Obviously Church history, like all human history, has also known
some authoritarian tendencies, leaders who have a “my way or
the highway” mentality and are unwilling to learn anything from
anyone. But that does not preclude the need for genuine authority. Jesus wants his sheep to be led, to be pastured, to be shep-

Bapsm: Parents should request the bapsm of their infants at least two months prior to the ancipated date of 
bapsm. A class for parents is required. See your parish
website for more informaon, to download forms, and to
see upcoming bapsmal class dates.


Marriage: Couples who want to request the celebraon of
the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the pastor at the
me of formal engagement or at least six months prior to
the ancipated date of marriage. 


Anoinng of the Sick: Those who are seriously ill or have
been sick for a long period of me should receive the 
Sacrament of the Sick and Holy Communion. Please call one
of the parish oﬃces to make arrangements.

Saint Mary’s Parish
Parish News

Family Faith Forma0on

Pastoral Council Nominaons
Please review the bullen insert with the informaon about
those nominated for the Pastoral Council. The Pastoral Council elecon will be held next weekend, January 27 & 28.

Family Faith Forma on Home Lessons. Did you know that God is
calling YOU? In this week's home lessons, get ready to ﬁnd out how
you can learn to hear His voice and what He's saying!
9th and 10th Grade Conﬁrma on studentswill haveclass as usualthis Wednesday from 6:30Ͳ8:00p.
Eau Claire TEENS! The Ac on City Youth Rally is just around the
corner onFriday, February 2nd from 6:00Ͳ10:00p with special guest
speaker Father Billy Dodge. Cost is just $20/person! Make sure to
turn in your permission forms and get your 5ckets from Jacqueline
ASAP!
NO RCIA this week!



Prayer Chain
To add a name or prayer intenons to the prayer chain,
please email Janet Fox generalbook@charter.com or call 715Ͳ
529Ͳ1587.

Divorced and looking for closure? Remarried and yearning to return to the sacraments? The Diocese of La Crosse
Matrimonial Tribunal may be able to help. We can be
reached by phone at (608) 791Ͳ2684, or eͲmail at tribunal@diolc.org and are more than willing to answer any
ques.ons about the process itself, any fees that may be
involved, or simply how to begin a case. If you prefer, you
may also schedule a mee.ng directly with your pastor or
parochial vicar to begin the process.

Elizabeth Ministry
To add a name, due date/birth date, request a meal, or
to volunteer, please call Emily Thurner at 715Ͳ864Ͳ3048.
Please pray for those who are expec8ng: Shelley Van
Wyk and Emily Thurner. 
Congratula8ons to Michael & Jacqueline Van Hemert
on the birth of their daughter, Amelia Josephine,
born January 16, 2018.

Parish Council of Catholic Women
St. Mary’s Parish PCCW shirts now available. Order
forms available in the Narthex or Parish Oﬃce.


Join us for our 7th Annual Valen#ne’s Dinner for
Married Couples on Sat., Feb 10, 2018 in the St
Mary’s Community Center from 5:00Ͳ9:30p. This year
the Eau Claire Children’s Theatre will be taping a Special Couple’s Edi8on of the Lyrical Pursuit Game Show. There will
be a social hour, a marriage blessing, & dinner for two before the
show. Free childcare is oﬀered. Call or text Kathleen Wanke at
715Ͳ271Ͳ1824 or email kathleenweishaar@aol.com. Space is limited to the ﬁrst 50 couples that sign up, so reserve your table by
February 5th. 



Save the date: Embracing Your Call to Holiness, Sat., March 3 at
St. Mary’s. Great speakers and fellowship. Registra8on forms are
in the Narthex. This event is held here at St. Mary’s with the opportunity for confession, Adora8on and great speakers. 

Knights of Columbus
The regular monthly mee8ng will be
held on Monday, February 5 in the
Knights Room. The oﬃcers will meet
at 6:15p followed by the regular business
mee8ng at 7:00p.

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$3,682.50
Endowment Fund͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$0.00
Teens/Children͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$19.90
Oﬀertory (Plate)͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$780.27
Total Envelope & Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$4,482.67
Capital Campaign ͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$800.00


Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend:
4:00p ʹ J Perkins and volunteer
11:00a ʹ M Tan and volunteer
Last Week’s Scrip Informa#on
Number of Orders͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘20
Amount Sold͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$4,585.00
Proﬁt (approximately)͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$261.67
Monthly Proﬁt͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$593.09
Thank you!

S. M’ P S
Pastoral Associate/Admin. Assistant
Sharon Stearns
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x. 100 
 stmarypar@gmail.com

Bookkeeper 
Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x. 146
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Forma#on 
Jacqueline Van Hemert
414Ͳ698Ͳ6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music
Sydney Alexander
715Ͳ828Ͳ1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Maintenance 
Mike Marcon
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x. 141
 mjmmarcon@hotmail.com 
St. Mary’s School
715Ͳ830Ͳ2278
Carisa Smiskey, Principal
Young Adult Ministry 
Colleen Duﬀy
 dmneelloc@gmail.com

L M
Saturday, January 27, 4:00p
Lector

M Hanson

Servers
A. Server
S. Server
Ushers
 


J Buscherfeld, L Frank
J Hurlburt
J Bechly
W Liedl, R Verdegan, R Meyer,
P Connell

Sunday, January 28, 11:00a
Lector

J Nyberg

Servers
A. Server
S. Server
Ushers
 
Counters

C Windeshausen, N Mullenberg
J Fox
J Fox
R Smeltzer, C Duﬀy, T Perkins,
R Mullenberg
C Mastej, J Thom, M Kleist

St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish
Parish News

Knights of Columbus

Parish Council of Catholic Women

Family Faith Forma#on
Save the date: onFebruary 2, there will
be a Youth Rally at Ac8on City for all middle and high school students in the EC
Deanery. Fr. Billy Dodge, Director of Voca8onal Recruitment for the diocese, will
be our (excep8onally engaging) speaker
that evening! RSVP to Marianne by January 26.
Mass Inten#ons
If you would like a Mass said for someone, please submit a $10 s8pend for each
inten8on. Also, please include whether
or not the individual is living or deceased.
Thank you.
Hall Rental
If you would like to rent the Parish Hall
and/or Kitchen, please contact Julie
Graaskamp, at 715Ͳ877Ͳ3400. Needed: a
signed rental agreement, proof of liability
insurance, paid rental fee and deposit.
Please reserve the hall/kitchen at least 3
months in advance. Rental is available to
parish members only.
Rosary
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary
are prayed before Mass on Sunday mornings beginning at 7:50a. 
Eucharis#c Adora#on
Eucharis8c Adora8on is held on Thursdays from 5:00Ͳ10:00p.

The Knights of Columbus will
be hos8ng a Family Movie
night in the hall aHer the
6:00p Mass on February 10.
We will be oﬀering hotdogs, chips, popcorn and drinks. We are encouraging families to bring treats to share. Movie choice
has yet to be determined. Please email
your
movie
sugges8on
to
knights@straymond.us.

The Parish Council of Catholic
Women is asking for dona8ons
of bingo prizes for the Augusta
Health & Rehabilita8on Center. Also, we are reques8ng 2
dozen cookies from each family to send
to our Seminarians. Cookies will be boxed
aHer Mass on Sunday, January 28.

L M
Saturday, January 27, 6:00p
Lector

A Beimborn

Servers
Ushers


J Bearrood
K Falch, J Jaenke



Sunday, January 28, 8:30a
Lector

T Fischer
 J Bowers, J Rollins, J Sauter
Servers
N Bowers, M Hoﬀ, J Frank
Ushers
K Roberts, M Quirk,
 
J Lesniewski, B Severinski
Greeters K & J Krupka
Counters J Smith, S & T Mayer

Adver0ser of the Week





Candle and St. Blaise Blessing
February 2, 9:00a at St. Mary’s, there will
be a blessing of candles. All are invited to
aFend Mass and bring candles you wish
blessed. On February 3, 6:00p Mass at St.
Raymond’s, there will be a blessing of
throats immediately aHer Mass.

Diocesan History Books
The Diocese of La Crosse has printed a
beau8ful, hard cover, 464 full color page
book, celebra8ng their 150th anniversary.
The history of the Diocese is richly illustrated in this book with pullͲout objects.
This is a onceͲinͲaͲlife8me opportunity,
with only limited printed edi8ons available! You can purchase your copy from the
parish oﬃce for just $33. Please contact
715Ͳ877Ͳ3400 to reserve your copy!

S. R!"#’ P S

Our Forty Hours Devo8on will begin on
Ash Wednesday, February 14. This is an
opportunity for  people to gather as a
community before the Blessed Sacrament
and to pray to Our Lord in solemn adora8on. Please sign up to spend just an hour
with JesusͶbeginning Ash Wednesday,
February 14 at 8:00p through Friday, February 16 at 4:00p. Sign up sheets are located in the gathering space at both parishes. If you have any ques8ons, please
contact Nan Falbo at 715Ͳ878Ͳ4767.

If You Are Not Feeling Well
If you are not feeling well
during these winter months,
please be considerate of others
by refraining from handshakes
during the Sign of Peace and by
not receiving from the chalice at
communion. 

Winter Weather No0ce

Parish Secretary
Julie Graaskamp
715Ͳ877Ͳ3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

Bookkeeper 
Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ533Ͳ0629
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com

Faith Forma#on 
Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715Ͳ835Ͳ8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com

If the roads are bad and travel is 
hazardous on Saturday or Sunday for
Mass, members of the parish should use
cau8on. Please use your best judgment
when deciding if it is safe to travel to
Mass. If schools are cancelled or delayed
in the Eau Claire School District, then
there will be no daily Mass.

Director of Sacred Music
Sydney Alexander 
715Ͳ828Ͳ1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Maintenance
Robert Grzyb
715Ͳ492Ͳ9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

PriestͲinͲResidence



Fr. John Schultz

715Ͳ271Ͳ0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com
S10444 Hwy 53, Fall Creek, WI 54742


Forty Hours Devo0on

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘ $5,169.50
Holy Day͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$350.00
First Oﬀering͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$47.00
Youth Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$2.50
Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$999.00
Capital Campaign͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$533.67
Building Fund͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$3,080.00
Fuel͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$200.00
Total Envelope and Plate͘͘͘͘$10,381.67

Knights of Columbus Council 10774
The Knights of Columbus was started by Father Michael J. McGivney of St. Mary’s
Church in New Haven, Connec.cut on March
29, 1882. There are 1.9 million members in
15,342 councils in the United States, Canada,
and 15 other countries. The founding principles of the Knights are: Charity, Unity, and Fraternity.

Knights of Columbus Trinity Council 10774 was established
on January 12, 1992 in Augusta, Wisconsin.

During 2016, the council provided: $24,517 in charitable
contribu.ons to Church, Community, Culture of Life, and
Youth. Here is our contribu.on lis.ng: 
$9,733 to church facili.es
$213 to Catholic Schools
$1,037 to Religious Educa.on
$2,000 to Seminarians
$250 to the elderly
$1,900 to physically disabled
$2,331 to Special Olympics
$839 Food for Families
$500 vic.ms of disasters
$800 health organiza.ons
$150 wheelchair missions
$1,540 to Culture of Life
$798 youth groups
$ 500 youth welfare services
$ 75 athle.cs
$1,080 scholarships
$478 Coats for Kids,
$146 miscellaneous

Together as a council, we have made 636 visits to the sick,
447 visits to the bereaved and 90 blood dona.ons. 

In addi.on, members of the Knights have given: 



5,532 hours of service to the church

1,587 hours to the community

807 hours to the youth

30 hours to Habitat for Humanity

75 hours to Culture of Life

465 hours to Food for Families

162 hours to Special Olympics

714 hours to the sick and disabled members

Our council raises money for these projects through Lenten
Fish Fry and making and selling roseDes during the Thanksgiving and Christmas seasons.



We help people throughout the community, with medical bills and disaster
assistance. We also help out when a
community or family brings their
needs to our aDen.on.


All four communi.es (Augusta, Fall
Creek, Osseo & ElevaͲStrum) are given
funds to help the ﬁre departments in
their area. 

Father Michael J. McGivney



KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS OFFICERS:
Chaplain: Fr. Derek Sakowski 
Grand Knight: Larry Julson 
Financial Secretary: Donald L. Ohnemus
Deputy Grand Knight: Andy Bourget
Treasurer: Daniel P. Ohnemus 
Chancellor: Ken Falch
Recorder: Jerry J. Campbell
Advocate: Mike Quirk
First Year Trustee: John Jaenke
Second Year Trustee: Mike Miller
Third Year Trustee: Robert Grzyb
Warden: Dennis Fiser
Inside Guard: Patrick Gentry
Outside Guard: Mike Rockow
Lector: Patrick Quirk

The Knights of Columbus meet
once a month (second Monday)
and if you are interested or have
any ques.ons, please contact
one of our members. All men of
the parish are welcome. 

Wrien & submied by 
Larry Julson, Grand Knight

