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April 7 through April 15


Sat., Apr. 07




Sun., Apr. 08




Mon., Apr. 09
Tue., Apr. 10
Wed., Apr. 11 
Thu., Apr. 12


Fri., Apr. 13
Sat., Apr. 14


Sun., Apr. 15





9:00a SM
Donna Schultz
4:00p SM
† Arthur & Valeria Bohl
6:00p  SR
† Irene Krippner
8:30a  SR
† Leo Ulwelling
11:00a SM
SM & SR Parishioners
1:00p SM
† Kip Schultz
²²² No Mass ²²²
²²² No Mass ²²²
²²² No Mass ²²²
²²² No Mass ²²²
10:30a 
Augusta NH (Communion Service)
9:00a SM
Leslie Steinke
4:00p SM
Tim & Ka4e Schiebe
6:00p SR
Priest Inten4on
8:30a SR
† Mary Gentry
11:00a SM
Priest Inten4on
1:00p SM
Priest Inten4on 
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Thursday
Saturday 

E

7:00ʹ9:00p
SR
10:00aʹ12:00p  SM

  E   A 



Pastor

Parochial Vicar




Tuesday 
Thursday

5:00ʹ9:00p 
5:00ʹ10:00p

SM
SR



Fr. Derek Sakowski
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 101

Fr. Daniel Thelen
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 140

frsakowski@gmail.com

dthelen@regiscatholicschools.com
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Please submit informa4on for the bulle4n to
the parish oﬃce by Sunday and inserts by
Wednesday. Thank you.

Rectory: 715Ͳ514Ͳ5113
FORMED.ORG Parish Code: JR6NZW  The Catholic Faith. On Demand.
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Reﬂecons from Fr. Derek Sakowski
The Spiritual Combat


This year, April 8 is Divine Mercy Sunday. The
Easter Octave is an 8Ͳday fesve celebraon
of Christ’s Paschal victory. Last Sunday was
the “Sunday of the Resurrecon,” celebrang
his victory over death. This Sunday is the
“Sunday of Divine Mercy,” celebrang his
victory over sin, which is the root cause of
death. Here in the Eau Claire Deanery, there
will be a celebraon of Divine Mercy all Sunday a)ernoon at St.
Patrick’s parish, running from Noon ʹ 4 PM, including several priests
hearing confessions.
I’ve been reﬂecng for a while now on The Spiritual Combat by
Lorenzo Scupoli. On this Divine Mercy Sunday, I thought it would be
worth reﬂecng on Scupoli’s ps for going to Confession. He oﬀers a
praccal stepͲbyͲstep guide to ge2ng the most out of this wonderful
sacrament.
The ﬁrst step is what he calls an “exact examinaon of conscience.”
Scupoli recommends using the 10 Commandments as well as the
dues of our state in life. Regarding the 10 Commandments, almost
all of our churches tend to have Confession guides on display near
the Confessional. If we prayerfully walk through those quesons in
those guides, we usually don’t have trouble thinking of sins to confess!
Reﬂecng on our state in life is deﬁnitely also helpful. For instance,
as a priest, it helps me to look at the solemn promises that I made on
my ordinaon day and let the Holy Spirit show me how well I’ve
been living those out. For those of you who are married, you might
consider doing a google search for “Catholic wedding vows,” and
then praying through each one, asking God to show you any ways
that you need his help in living out those promises. Likewise, if your
state in life puts you in public oﬃce, or law enforcement, or parenng, or teaching, you can ask God how well we are wielding the
gi) that has been entrusted to you.
The second step is to grieve our sins ʹ in Scupoli’s words, to “mourn
over them bi=erly.” We can think of Peter in the Garden of Gethsemane. A)er his third denial of Jesus, “…the Lord turned and
looked at Peter; and Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how
he had said to him, ‘Before the cock crows today, you will deny me
three mes. He went out and began to weep bi=erly” (Luke 22:61Ͳ
62).
Grieving our sins can be a very posive thing; shaming ourselves is
not so helpful. There is a major diﬀerence between grieving/weeping
over our sins versus selfͲpunishing and shame. The former leads to
repentance and conversion. The la=er traps us in a downward spiral.
Peter was not stuck in shame; his tears led him to newness of life. He
receives Christ’s Paschal gi) of peace in the upper room. He renews
his love for the risen Jesus three mes on the seashore. He is ﬁlled
with the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, becomes a bold witness, and
eventually lays down his life.
Shame tends to be an upsideͲdown version of pride. Indeed,
throughout Scupoli’s book, he a=acks spiritual pride, which rears its
head especially when we fall. Those who are humble ʹ like Mary
Magdalene or like Saint Peter ʹ grieve bi=erly over their sins. They

realize how much sin hurts their relaonship with God, self, and
others, and they enter a hopeͲﬁlled longing that God will help them
change. Those who are sll stuck in pride tend to punish themselves
with shame a)er a fall, to be discouraged, to be anxious, to feel
hopeless. They have built up a false idol of selfͲreliance, which has
(yet again) been smashed to the ground. God loves both the shameͲ
ﬁlled and those who truly grieve their sins. But it is so much easier to
rise again when we grieve our sins humbly and let God’s grace do
the rest!
Thirdly, Scupoli encourages us to allow our holy desires to be inﬂamed ʹ in this case our desire to do God’s will rather than our own,
and our desire to become pleasing to him in thought, word, and
deed. This goes handͲinͲhand with having a childlike conﬁdence in
God as a loving Father. It’s not that we are afraid of his not loving us
anymore. It’s a ma=er of having such a deep desire to love him with
all our heart that sin truly pains us; we want it to be gone from our
life. We love God so much that even the smallest sins are sll something we want to be free from ʹ not because we are scrupulous or
fearͲbased but because our love is so deep and our desire for God is
so strong. Again, there is a diﬀerence.
Fourthly, Scupoli urges us to confess our sins humbly and honestly to
God, casng ourselves upon his mercy much like the Prodigal Son.
He urges us to do so without making any excuses, without deﬂecng
blame to anyone else ʹ rather, just humbly acknowledging our sins,
and renewing our sorrow for them.
Finally, Scupoli urges us to go forth from absoluon giving thanks to
God, rejoicing in his mercy. That spirit of joy and gratude carries us
forward with a renewed purpose of amendment and truly helps us
make the needed changes in our lives.
God’s mercy awaits you in Confession! If any of you are uneasy
about Confession and want help ﬁguring it out, just ask! It’s a marvelous Sacrament, and we priests love to help people have a good
experience of it.

Saint Mary’s Parish
Parish News

Family Faith Forma$on

Staﬀ Reorganizaon
At her request, Sharon Stearns has been adjusted from fullͲ4me
to partͲ4me. To make this possible, and to have much needed
bilingual staﬀ support, the following changes are now in eﬀect:
1) Jessica Ferrer is now working 20 hours a week as bilingual
Parish Secretary.
2) Carmen Nuñez is now working an average of 5 hours a week
as bilingual Oﬃce Assistant.
3) Recep4onist du4es will draw more on trained volunteers.
4) Sharon Stearns’ role has been adjusted to focus more exclusively on Pastoral Ministry (outreach to homebound and
nursing homes, prayer services, bereavement ministry, etc.).

Fr. Sakowski Teaching in the Deacon Program
You may have no4ced that Fr. Sakowski has been less present at
the 4:00 Mass this winter/spring. He has been in Marathon one
Saturday per month teaching Ecclesiology to the Deacon candidates for the Diocese, including this weekend.

Priests Away this week
Fr. Thelen will be aKending the priest retreat at St. Anthony’s this
week. Fr. Sakowski will be on vaca4on April 9Ͳ19, travelling inͲ
state with some priest friends. If you have a sacramental emergency, please call a neighboring parish. Please keep our priests in
your prayers!

Family Faith Formaon: This week’s home lessons focus on Adora4on and holiness. If you’re able to, try taking a ﬁeldtrip to an
Adora4on Chapel with your family, even if it’s just for a few
minutes!
RCIA: Congratula4ons and Welcome Home to all 11 of our newly conﬁrmed! Remember that we DO meet this Wednesday, April
11, for our ﬁrst class session as part of the Mystagogy Period.
Meet at St. Mary’s from 6:30Ͳ8:30p!
Conﬁrmaon: All 9th and 10th graders meet this Wednesday,
April 11 from 6:30Ͳ8:00p at St. Mary’s! You’ll also receive important informa4on about ordering Conﬁrma4on photos.

Elizabeth Ministry
To add a name, due date/birth date, request a meal, or to
volunteer, please call Emily Thurner at 715Ͳ864Ͳ3048.
Please pray for those who are expec4ng: Shelley Van Wyk
and Emily Thurner. 

Beneﬁt Dinner for Peru Trip
Beneﬁt Dinner for Peru 2018 Mission Trip
will be hosted at St. Raymond’s on Sunday, April 22, 5:00Ͳ7:00p. Fr. Sakowski
will be preparing BruscheKa, Salad, Pasta
w/cream sauce & sausage, and dessert.
RSVP by calling 715Ͳ877Ͳ3400 or email
straymondparish@gmail.com. Thank you
for your support!

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$6,135.00
Easter͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$2,457.00
Flowers͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$30.00
Teens/Children͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$19.20
Oﬀertory (Plate)͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$1,352.48
Total Envelope & Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$9,993.68

Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend:
4:00p ʹ J Nelson and volunteer
11:00a ʹ C Melgard and volunteer

Parish Council of Catholic Women
Like good coﬀee and a sweet treat? The PCCW will be selling Mys4c Monk coﬀee, teas and sweet rolls aOer the
Masses on the weekend of April 28Ͳ29. Treat yourself!


The Eau Claire DCCW will have their Spring General Assembly on
Thursday, April 26. Registra4on will be at 6:00p, Mass will be
celebrated with Fr. Sakoswki at 6:30p at St. Mary’s followed by
our featured speaker, Jan Wolfe in the Community Center. Her
topic is “Transforma4on.” ALL WOMEN are highly encouraged to
aKend. 

Dave Ramsey Seminar
This changes everything! Your money. Your story. Your Life.
Learn God’s ways of handling money with Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University! Classes begin Monday, April 16, from 6:30pͲ
8:30p and last for nine weeks ending June 18. Sign up online at
daveramsey.com.
For more info call Betsy 715Ͳ877Ͳ2856 or Dennis 715Ͳ379Ͳ6792.

S. M’ P S

Parish Oﬃce

715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 100



Secretary (PartͲ4me, bilingual)
Jessica Ferrer
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 , x 108
 stmarypar@gmail.com 


Bookkeeper 

Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 146
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Forma#on 

Jacqueline Van Hemert 414Ͳ698Ͳ6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com 
RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s)
Jacqueline Van Hemert
414Ͳ698Ͳ6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com 

Maintenance 

Mike Marcon
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 141
 mjmmarcon@hotmail.com

St. Mary’s School
715Ͳ830Ͳ2278
Carisa Smiskey, Principal

L M
Saturday, April 14, 4:00p
Lector

J Spalding
L King
Servers
N Cullinan, M Talley
A. Server D Wogernese
S. Serve C Thurner
Ushers
W Leidl, M Kloss, 

C Connell, J Hayden




Sunday, April 15, 11:00a
Lector

J Van Hemert

Servers
A. Server
S. Server
Ushers
 
 


B Smiskey, L Kovacevich
G LeGore
G LeGore
F Chukwudelunzu
C Duﬀy, R Stephenson
R Smeltzer

St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish
Parish News

Stewardship Forms

Lec$oͶPrayer

Family Faith Formaon
Happy Easter! Conﬁrmaon students:
please remember to hand in your service
hour form before classes end.

If you have not done so yet, please ﬁll out
the stewardship form and drop in the
basket located in the gathering space.
Training will be held this spring for most
of the ministries. These forms help keep
our records up to date.

Please join us as we study prayer, and
how to open our hearts and minds to
Scripture. In a six week video course, Dr.
Tim Gray will teach us the secrets of
eﬀec4ve prayer. Star4ng Thursday, May 3
from 6:30 to 8:00p, at St. Raymond’s.
Please sign up in the gathering space.
Cost of $5.00 includes workbook. Hope to
see you there!



Mass Cancellaons
There will be no Mass at St. Raymond’s
on Tuesday, April 10 or Thursday April 12.


Mass Intenons
If you would like a Mass said for someone, please submit a $10 s4pend for each
inten4on. Also, please include whether
or not the individual is living or deceased.


Rosary
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary
are prayed before Mass on Sunday mornings beginning at 7:50a. 


Hall Rental
If you would like to rent the Parish Hall
and/or Kitchen, please contact Julie
Graaskamp, at 715Ͳ877Ͳ3400. Needed: a
signed rental agreement, proof of liability
insurance, paid rental fee and deposit.
Please reserve the hall/kitchen at least 3
months in advance. Rental is available to
parish members only.

April Wedding Anniversary
If you are celebra4ng your
wedding anniversary in
April, please sign up in the
gathering space. There will
be a special blessing aOer each Mass on
April 14 & 15.

Diocesan History Books
The Diocese of La Crosse has printed a
beau4ful, hard cover, 464 full color page
book, celebra4ng their 150th anniversary.
The history of the Diocese is richly illustrated in this book with pullͲout objects.
This is a onceͲinͲaͲlife4me opportunity,
with only limited printed edi4ons available! You can purchase your copy from the
parish oﬃce for just $33. Please contact
715Ͳ877Ͳ3400 to reserve your copy!

Parish Council of Catholic Women
The PCCW be holding their next
mee4ng on Thursday, April 12
at 6:30p. All ladies of the Parish
are invited to aKend!

Summer Youth Retreat
A “Totus Tuus”Ͳlike experience will happen at St. Mary’s, August 13Ͳ17, 2018 for
children 1stͲ5th grades and 6thͲ12th
grades. Kris4n Betlej, from Regis Catholic
Schools and Savannah Siegler from Newman Parish will be the hosts. More informa4on to come, but parents, please plan
to put these dates on your calendar!



Homebound Visits
If you know of someone who is homebound and would like Holy Communion
brought to them, please contact Carla
Kostka at 715Ͳ225Ͳ7419.

L M
Saturday, April 14, 6:00p
Lector
Servers
Ushers

A Christ
J Sauter, C Bearrood
J Bearrood
A Christ, J Jaenke



Sunday, April 15, 8:30a
Lector

M Callaghan
 J & L VeKerkind, L Hinnrichs
Servers
D Messerschmidt, 
 
A & K Burmesch
Ushers
K Roberts, B Severinski,
 
T Lindgren, M Quirk
Greeters C & D Fiser
Counters

Adver$ser of the Week




Knights of Columbus
The Knights of Columbus will
hold their next mee4ng on
Monday, April 9 at 7:00p.

S. R!"#’ P S
Parish Secretary
Julie Graaskamp
715Ͳ877Ͳ3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

Bookkeeper 

Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ533Ͳ0629
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Forma#on 
Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715Ͳ835Ͳ8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com

Congratula4ons to the following children
who have recently been bap4zed at St.
Raymond’s!
Piper Elizabeth Julson on 12/10/2017
WyaK Ryan Kleist on 2/3/2018
Sawyer Evelyn Bachinski on 3/11/2018

Prayer Chain
Please submit any prayer requests to Elaine Welin via
email: ewelin327@gmail.com
or call Diane Walker at 715Ͳ
286Ͳ5171. 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM)
Sydney Alexander 
715Ͳ828Ͳ1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Maintenance
Robert Grzyb
715Ͳ492Ͳ9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM)
Alecia Plaetz 
507Ͳ828Ͳ9320
 plaetza@gmail.com



Newly Bap$zed

PriestͲinͲResidence
Fr. John Schultz
715Ͳ271Ͳ0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘ $1,922.00
Easter͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$2,620.00
Youth Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$2.00
Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$2,569.50
Capital Campaign͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$465.00
Building Fund Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$545.00
Fuel͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$135.00
Good Friday͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$785.42
Total Envelope and Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$9,043.92

Benefit Dinner for Mission 2018 to Peru
(Co-sponsored by St. Raymond’s and St. Mary’s parishes)

Join us for a night of fellowship and a chance to
learn more about this life-changing opportunity for the
young people of our parishes


Date:
Time:
Dinner Served:
Presentation by:
Place:

Sunday, April 22, 2018
5:00 PM (Doors Open; Displays Available)
6:00 PM (approximately)
Fr. Sakowski (during Dessert)
St. Raymond Parish
E10455 Mallard Road
(just south of Eau Claire & Brackett, off of Hwy 53)

Cost:
Proceeds:

$15.00/Adult; Ages 6-12 - $5.00; 5 & under-free
Go towards trip expenses 

Enjoy a multi-course meal featuring:
Bruschetta (prepared by Fr. Derek himself)
Salad
Fr. Derek’s famous Pasta w/Cream Sauce & Sausage
Dessert
Beverages

Please RSVP to/or for more information, contact:
Julie Graaskamp at 7158773400
Or email: straymondparish@gmail.com • (www.straymond.us) 

