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Sat., May 5


Sun., May 6




Mon., May 7
Tue., May 8
Wed., May 9 
Thu., May 10
Fri., May 11
Sat., May 12


Sun., May 13





May 5 through May 13
4:00p SM
† Kassidy Crandall
6:00p  SR
SR & SM Parishioners
8:30a  SR
† Mary Gentry
11:00a SM
† Mary Gentry
1:00p SM
† Steve Curtain
²²² No Mass ²²²
8:00a SR
† Rich Miller
²²² No Mass ²²²
8:00a SR
Virginia Nix
²²² No Mass ²²²
4:00p SM
Priest Inten0on
6:00p SR
Paul & Marcy Isaacson
8:30a SR
† Jaclyn Pe2s
11:00a SM
† Arlene BaDour
1:00p SM
SM & SR Parishioners
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Thursday
Saturday 

7:00ʹ9:00p
SR
10:00aʹ12:00p  SM
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Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Fr. Derek Sakowski
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 101

Fr. Daniel Thelen
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 140

frsakowski@gmail.com

dthelen@regiscatholicschools.com

Tuesday 
Thursday

5:00ʹ9:00p 
5:00ʹ10:00p

SM
SR
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Please submit informa0on for the bulle0n to
the parish oﬃce by Sunday and inserts by
Tuesday. Thank you.
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Reﬂecons from Fr. Derek Sakowski
The Spiritual Combat



For several weeks now, we’ve been reﬂec0ng on Lorenzo Scupoli’s classic, The
Spiritual Combat. Towards the end of the
book, he oﬀers an arsenal of weapons, if
you will, that we can turn to in this combat. One of the greatest daily weapons in
the spiritual life is a general examinaon
of conscience.
There are ﬁve basic steps that help it to be eﬀec0ve:
1) Prayer for Enlightenment. We should never try to go in and
“ﬁx ourselves.” As Jeremiah says, “More tortuous than all else is
the human heart, beyond remedy; who can understand it? I, the
Lord, alone probe the mind and test the heart, to reward everyone according to his ways, according to the merit of his
deeds” (Jeremiah 17:9Ͳ10). Any examina0on of ourselves should
always be a SpiritͲled apprecia0on of the inner workings of our
heart. We give God permission to show us our own heart.
2) Recollec0on/Thanksgiving. This part of the examina0on involves thanking God for all the blessings and graces (both interiorly and exteriorly) of the day/week. So oLen God is showering
us with countless blessings every moment of the day ʹ but we
miss them if we don’t pause to reﬂect on what’s going on inside
of us.
3) Examina0on of Spiritual Movements. This is not so much trying to pile up a list of vices and virtues. Rather, it involves a
growing inner awareness of all the moods, feelings, thoughts,
urges, and spiritual movements since our last prayer period. We
can ask ourselves, “What are the moods/feelings/urges/thoughts
that have most dominated my consciousness?” “What desires do
I ﬁnd welling up within me?” Looking at these movements that
are most driving us, we ﬁnd three “voices” at work:
a) The Holy Spirit ʹ always working within us, plan0ng holy desires, and calling us courageously to deeper levels of holiness.
b) Our own spirit ʹ so many of the movements in our own heart
are simply our own human responses to the experiences of daily
life. We should be especially aNen0ve to nega0ve/roNen feelings or fantasy/escape thinking that some0mes cons0tute our
reac0on to certain s0muli. If these are unconsciously allowed to
grow, they can become windows for the devil to enter in and
lead us the wrong direc0on. That’s the beauty of the general examina0on ʹ we grow in our freedom to respond proac0vely to
diﬃcult situa0ons rather than react mindlessly.
c) The devil ʹ temp0ng us (usually very subtly) or even just using
our wounds or our nega0ve moods and feelings to divert us from
the path that the Holy Spirit is trying to lead us on.
The longer and more habitually we pray the easier this discernment becomes. St. Paul gives us a good view and the kinds of
“fruits” we will see in our heart if the Spirit is genuinely at work:
“the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, pa0ence, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, selfͲcontrol” (Gala0ans 5:22).
4) Examina0on of my response. Only aLer fully apprecia0ng all
our interior movements do we move to the next ques0on: “How
have I responded?” When the Holy Spirit has invited me to take

the more diﬃcult path, have I done it? When the evil one has
used my daily experiences to lead me away from the Holy Spirit’s
path, have I given in? We praise God for any posi0ve response
and spiritual growth we have had, and ask Him for grace to help
us con0nue. We express sorrow and contri0on for our failures to
respond to God’s invita0on or for our giving in to tempta0on.
5) Hopeful resolu0on for the future. Our reﬂec0on and examina0on should give us a good idea of what challenges today and
tomorrow will bring. Here we invite the Lord to walk with us
during the coming hours, and renew our conﬁdence in His ability
to win the victory in these daily struggles.
A daily general examina0on, done well, bears wonderful fruit.
One of the greatest and most challenging habits to aNain in life is
spiritual discernment, and there are no short cuts. Those who are
skilled at discernment are able to iden0fy, quickly and eﬀec0vely:
(a) what is of God; (b) what is of the devil; (c) what is of self. Any
given desire or impulse is one of the three. As Jesus says, “By
their fruits you will know them” (MaNhew 7:16). We start to recognize the roNen fruits of the devil: discouragement, paralyzing
fear, resentment, selfͲpity, fac0ons, etc. We start to recognize
the fruits of the Holy Spirit (love, joy, peace, kindness…). And we
become much more aware of ourselves, gaining insight and freedom over our paNerns of behavior.
There is much focus today among some young people on discerning one’s voca0on in life. That is very good. But it’s easy to forget
that discernment of big things begins with discernment and selfͲ
awareness in the liNle things. Jesus teaches that those who are
faithful in small things can be entrusted with bigger ones (Luke
16:10). Prac0cing spiritual discernment daily through a general
examina0on will lead it to become a habit or a skill ʹ much like
prac0cing a musical instrument or studying a foreign language. It
won’t just happen by itself. Consistent prac0ce is essen0al. The
daily examina0on is one of the greatest tools we can use.
It also helps us to be aware of all the ways God is loving us and
blessing us ʹ something we tend to lose sight of otherwise. It
makes us more aware and more free to say “yes” to Him. That is
no small treasure.

Sacraments
Bapsm: Parents should request the bapsm of their infants at least two months prior to the ancipated date of 
bapsm. A class for parents is required. See your parish
website for more informaon, to download forms, and to
see upcoming bapsmal class dates.


Marriage: Couples who want to request the celebraon of
the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the pastor at the
me of formal engagement or at least six months prior to
the ancipated date of marriage. 


Anoinng of the Sick: Those who are seriously ill or have
been sick for a long period of me should receive the 
Sacrament of the Sick and Holy Communion. Please call one
of the parish oﬃces to make arrangements.

Saint Mary’s Parish
Parish News

Family Faith Forma&on
Mother’s Day Rose Sale

The Eau Claire Chapter of Wisconsin Right to Life is holding its
annual Rose Sale aLer the Masses on Mother’s Day weekend.
The beauty and delicacy of the rose remind us of the dignity of
each human life; its red color and thorns remind us of the untold
lives lost to abor0on. Please consider purchasing a rose for the
special woman in your life. Suggested dona0on: $3 each or two
for $5. 
Fundraiser Car Wash
Students aNending the upcoming Catholic Adventure Camp and
Stubenville Retreat will be holding a car wash to raise money to
help pay for expenses on Sunday, May 6 from 12:00Ͳ3:00p at St.
Olaf Parish, Eau Claire. Suggested price is $10/car and $15/truck,
any dona0on is welcome!
Mass Cancellaons
There will be no Mass at St. Mary’s on Wednesday, May 9 and
Friday May 11. Please pray for Fr. Sakowski as he will be aNending Prayer Ministry Training.

Congratulaons to our First Communicants! Over 25 second
graders received their First Communion last weekend. Please
con0nue to keep them in your prayers throughout the summer!
Family Faith Formaon: Parents, please watch your eͲmail
inboxes for a special Family Faith Forma0on survey to give feedback and sugges0ons on the new Family Faith Forma0on program. If you didn’t get a survey in your inbox, please contact
Jacqueline
for
the
link
at
either
JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com or 414Ͳ698Ͳ6040.
RCIA: No class this week! Next Wednesday will be our LAST
mee0ng with ﬁnal tes0mony presenta0ons from students.
10th Graders: This Wednesday we will be hos0ng a Conﬁrma0on Rehearsal WITH your sponsors! This Wednesday, May 9 at
St. Mary’s from 6:30Ͳ8:00p.
Conﬁrmaon! This year’s Conﬁrma0on with Bishop Callahan
takes place on Friday, May 12 at 6:00p at Immaculate Concep0on Parish. Please feel free to join us and celebrate our Conﬁrmandi as they receive this graceͲﬁlled sacrament of the Holy
Spirit.

Date Change for 50th Anniversary Celebraon
The date of the 50th Wedding Anniversary Celebra0on at St.
Mary’s has been changed from June 24 to July 22. If you have
any ques0ons, please contact Mary Lou Berg at
mberg@diolc.org or by calling 608Ͳ791Ͳ2673.

Elizabeth Ministry
To add a name, due date/birth date, request a meal, or
to volunteer, please call Emily Thurner at 715Ͳ864Ͳ3048.
Please pray for those who are expec0ng: Shelley Van
Wyk and Emily Thurner. 

Prayer Chain



To add a name or prayer inten0ons to the
prayer chain, please email Janet Fox
generalbook@charter.com or call 715Ͳ
529Ͳ1587.

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$3,943.00
Youth͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$12.20
Oﬀertory (Plate)͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$1,362.25
Total Envelope & Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$5,317.45

Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend:
4:00p ʹ Pat Sykora and Volunteer
11:00a ʹ Volunteer and Volunteer


Last Week’s Scrip Informaon
Number of Orders͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘20
Amount Sold͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$5,105.00
Proﬁt (approximately)͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$317.73
Monthly Proﬁt͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$1,035.15
Thank you!

Prayer Group Forming
Mothers of seminarians are forming a once a month gathering
to pray for our priests and seminarians and their special inten0ons, beginning on Tuesday, May 8, at Immaculate Concep0on
Parish in Eau Claire at the 5:30p Mass, followed by the rosary.
Please submit any special inten0ons for these Masses to Renee
at 608Ͳ791Ͳ2667 or rorth@diolc.org. Inten0ons will be kept
conﬁden0al.

S. M’ P S


Parish Oﬃce

715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 100



Secretary (PartͲ0me, bilingual)
Jessica Ferrer
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 108
 stmarypar@gmail.com 


Bookkeeper 

Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 146
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Forma#on 
Jacqueline Van Hemert 414Ͳ698Ͳ6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com 
RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s)
Jacqueline Van Hemert
414Ͳ698Ͳ6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com 

Maintenance 

Mike Marcon
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 141
 mjmmarcon@hotmail.com

St. Mary’s School
715Ͳ830Ͳ2278
Carisa Smiskey, Principal

L M
Saturday, May 12, 4:00p
Lector

M Talley
M Niedzwiecki
Servers
N Cullinan, Z Niedzwiecki
A. Server M Nuesse
S. Serve M Niedzwiecki
Ushers
W Liedl, R Meyer,

B Webster, R Verdegan



Sunday, May 13, 11:00a
Lector

J Satnik
D Eﬀertz
Servers
A Leis, B Cisneros
A. Server J Fox
S. Server J Fox
Ushers
R Stephenson, C Duﬀy,
 
D Hawker, D Kamrowski

St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish
Parish News

Parish Council of Catholic Women

Baby Bo>le Campaign

Family Faith Formaon
10th graders: Please remember we do
not have rehearsal this Wednesday. We
will see you with your sponsors on Friday May 11 at Immaculate Concep0on
Parish by5:15pm! 
Mass Cancellaons
There will be no Mass at St. Mary’s on
Wednesday, May 9 and Friday May 11.
Please pray for Fr. Sakowski as he will be
aNending Prayer Ministry Training.
Mass Intenons
If you would like a Mass said for someone, please submit a $10 s0pend for each
inten0on. Also, please include whether
or not the individual is living or deceased.
Rosary
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary
are prayed before Mass on Sunday mornings beginning at 7:50a. 
Pentecost Vigil
Join us on Saturday, May 19 for our extended Pentecost Vigil Mass at 6:00p and
stay aLerwards for a bonﬁre and Smores!
Bring your lawn chairs and celebrate Pentecost Vigil at St. Raymond’s!
Homebound Visits
If you know of someone who is homebound and would like Holy Communion
brought to them, please contact Carla
Kostka at 715Ͳ225Ͳ7419.

Nomina0ons are being accepted for the
PCCW oﬃcer posi0ons of Treasurer and
Vice President. Please prayerfully consider volunteering for one of these two year
commitments. Contact Mary King at 715Ͳ
878Ͳ9472. Our next mee0ng will be
Thursday, May 10 at 6:30p.

Our Baby BoNle Fundraising Campaign
will begin on Mother’s Day and end on
Father’s Day. Please take a baby boNle
home, ﬁll it with change and return it by
June 17. All funds go to help the Right to
Life eﬀorts in our area. If you have any
ques0ons, please contact Angie Frank at
715Ͳ286Ͳ5522.

L M
Saturday, May 12, 6:00p
Lector
Servers
Ushers

D Sorge
B Sorge, J Sauter
D Messerschmidt
J Jaenke, C King



Sunday, May 13, 8:30a
Lector

B Lesniewski
 M Callaghan, L Hinrichs,
 
N Falbo
Servers
E Smith, C & P Callaghan
Ushers
D Olson, B Severinski,
 
K Roberts, J Krupka
Greeters D, L, C & A Olson
Counters

Adver&ser of the Week




JEFF KOVACEVICH
Broker/Owner
Cell
(715) 271Ͳ3761


5% rebate of my commission
will be paid to a Scrip Program.

Fall Fes&val News
Dates for our 2018 Fall Fesval are
August 24 and 26
We are looking for help stripping and
sanding the Fall Fes0val signs so they can
be repainted. We will be working on
Wednesday, May 9 and May 23 at 9:00a.
Please contact Mike Miller at 715Ͳ695Ͳ
2742 with any ques0ons.
Parishioners are invited to help on Monday evenings at 6:30p to sew the quilt for
the Fall Fes0val raﬄe. All are welcome!
Call Pat DimmiN at 715Ͳ597Ͳ2372.
If you are a craLy person, now is the 0me
to start your projects! Help ﬁll our Country Store with special and unique items! 

May Wedding Anniversaries
If you will be celebra0ng your wedding
anniversary in the month of May please
sign up in the gathering space to receive a
special blessing aLer the Masses on May
12 and 13.

S. R!"#’ P S
Parish Secretary
Julie Graaskamp
715Ͳ877Ͳ3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

Bookkeeper 

Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ533Ͳ0629
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Forma#on 
Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715Ͳ835Ͳ8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM)
Sydney Alexander 
715Ͳ828Ͳ1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Knights of Columbus
The Knights of Columbus are
having their next mee0ng on
Monday, May 14 at 7:00p.

Elaine Welin Re&ring
Join us Sunday, May 20
aLer the 8:30a Mass to
celebrate with Elaine and
wish her well as she re0res from her posi0on as
parish secretary. Please bring your fond
memories, stories and good wishes to
make the day special for Elaine!

Prayer Chain
Please submit any prayer requests to Elaine Welin via
email: ewelin327@gmail.com
or call Diane Walker at 715Ͳ
286Ͳ5171. 

Parish Smartphone App
Just go to the App Store
and download MyParishͶ
Catholic Life Every Day
onto your smartphone or
device. Search for St. Mary
or St. Raymond Parish. App
includes: Mass 0mes, how
to make a good confession,
helpful
prayer
lis0ng,
weekend homilies, bulle0ns, latest news
and calendar of events, Daily Readings,
and so much more! 

Maintenance
Robert Grzyb
715Ͳ492Ͳ9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM)
Alecia Plaetz 
507Ͳ828Ͳ9320
 plaetza@gmail.com

PriestͲinͲResidence
Fr. John Schultz
715Ͳ271Ͳ0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘ $2,937.00
Youth Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$3.50
Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$848.50
Capital Campaign͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$2,600.00
Building Fund Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$40.00
Total Envelope and Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$6,429.00

Meeng the Daughter of a Saint
On November 4, 2016, while on pilgrimage to
the Shrine of our Lady of Guadalupe in La
Crosse, I had the very special opportunity of
mee0ng the daughter of a canonized Saint!
That day started with a Mass honoring Saint
Gianna BereNa Molla, who died in 1962 at the
age of 39. When Pope John Paul II canonized
her on May 16, 2004, it was the ﬁrst 0me in
history that the husband of a saint was present
for the canoniza0on of his wife. Her four children were also present, including Gianna Emanuela, who spoke at the Shrine following Mass,
telling the crowds all about her mother’s spirituality.


November 4, 2016 Ͳ Father Sakowski with some members of
the Ricciardi family in front of the
side altar dedicated to Saint Gianna at the Shrine of our Lady of
Guadalupe in La Crosse

Saint Gianna is the patron saint of diﬃcult pregnancies, and a major saint of the proͲlife movement. A talented medical doctor herself, she
experienced great complica0ons in her fourth
pregnancy. Before the ﬁrst trimester was over,
the doctor discovered ﬁbroma ʹ a benign tumor
in her uterus. He recommended having an
abor0on. She refused. Not only that, she insisted on doing what was possible to save the life
of her baby. Rather than remove the whole
uterus (tumor, baby, and all) she insisted on
removing the tumor only ʹ knowing the risk to
herself. Diﬃcul0es con0nued late in the pregnancy, and Gianna insisted to her husband and
family “This 0me it will be a diﬃcult delivery,
and they may have to save one or the other ʹ I
want them to save my baby.”


That is exactly what happened. Her baby, Gianna Emanuela, was delivered successfully via CͲ
sec0on on Holy Saturday of 1962. Her mother
survived the birth, but developed sep0c perito-

ni0s and died a week later. I cannot tell you
how moving it was to see her daughter, 54
years later, stand in front of us and say with
tears in her eyes, “I would not be here with you
now if I had not been loved so much!”


She proceeded to describe the lessons she
learned from her mom ʹ a spirit of sacriﬁce,
respect for human life, and above all a radical
trust in God’s Providence. Not only during those
months of pregnancy, but throughout her married life St. Gianna showed a joyful love of God
and a total abandonment to His will. She 0relessly believed that His ways were best and that
He would work out all for the good. In her own
case, Gianna died saving her daughter’s life.
Gianna Emanuela, has teared up many 0mes, as
she travels the world, frequently mee0ng other
daughters named “Gianna” ʹ along with their
mothers ʹ who are safe and sound aLer having
successfully invoked the intercession of St.
Gianna during a diﬃcult pregnancy.


With un0ring joy herself, Giana Emanuela told
us that both her mother and her father
(deceased now six years) insisted that the best
path in life is always the Way of the Cross.
There can always be joy amidst suﬀering if we
give an uncondi0onal “yes” to God’s will, even
when we don’t understand. Aided by the light
of Faith, we can embrace the Cross and ﬁnd
peace, conﬁdent that God will always bring superabundant blessings. St. Gianna BereNa Molla, pray for us!

Submied by: Katherine Ricciardi, 
Member of St. Mary’s Parish



St. Gianna Bere a Molla
Patron Saint of Mother’s, Physician’s and Unborn Children
Canonized Ͳ May 16, 2004 by Pope John Paul II
Feast Day Ͳ April 28
Born October 4, 1922 Ͳ Died April 28, 1962
April, 2018 Ͳ Genevieve Ricciardi and three other
young ladies have the honor of receiving the relics
of St. Gianna Molla from her daughter, Gianna
Emanuela, for the University of Mary, North Dakota

