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October 20 through October 28!
Sat., Oct. 20!
4:00p! SM!
† Gary Richard Knepper!
!
!
6:00p ! SR!
† Lester Gorton!
Sun., Oct. 21!
8:30a ! SR!
SR & SM Parishioners!
!
!
11:00a! SM!
Renee Hanson!
!
!
1:00p! SM!
† Janet Wa- Caballero!
Mon., Oct. 22! !!! No Mass !!!!
Tue., Oct. 23!
8:00a! SR!
† Rosemary Gorton!
Wed., Oct. 24 ! 8:00a! SM!
† Rose Boehm!
Thu., Oct. 25!
8:00a! SR!
† Gertrude Hoppe!
!
!
4:00p! !
Mass at Grace Edgewood!
Fri., Oct. 26!
9:00a! SM!
† Robert M Gallagher!
Sat., Oct. 27!
4:00p! SM!
† Richard Kremer!
!
!
6:00p! SR!
† Barron Geisen!
Sun., Oct. 28!
8:30a! SR!
† Gene Pulvermacher!
!
!
11:00a! SM!
† Virginia Weller!
!
!
1:00p! SM!
SM & SR Parishioners!

!

!

S   R  !
!

!
!

!

Thursday!
Saturday !

E

7:009:00p!
SR!
10:00a12:00p ! SM!

  E   A !

!

Pastor!

Parochial Vicar!

Fr. Derek Sakowski!
7158551294 ext. 101!

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek!
7158551294 ext. 140!

frsakowski@gmail.com!

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com!

Rectory: 7155145113!

!
!

Tuesday !
Thursday!

5:009:00p !
5:0010:00p!

SM!
SR!

!
!
B S D!
Please submit informa;on for the bulle;n to the parish oﬃce by
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you.!

FORMED.ORG Parish Code: JR6NZW ! The Catholic Faith. On Demand.!
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Reﬂecons from Fr. Derek Sakowski
Solitude or Isolaon?!
Do you enjoy being alone?!
Many people’s favorite hobbies include
;me spent alone: curling up by the ﬁre
with a good novel, going for a long walk,
building model trains, cooking a gourmet
For me personally, hours or days spent
alone have been some of the best and
some of the worst moments of my life.!
I’ve had profound experiences of peace, joy, or even exhilara;on
amidst solitude: making a 30day Igna;an retreat, stumbling on
deeper truths while researching or wri;ng, hiking up a mountain
in Scotland, or walking on a 120mile pilgrimage. All of those experiences were challenging, even demanding  but always rewarding in the end. They yielded personal growth and leF me
I’ve also spent many thousands of hours of my life in self
isola;ng and fruitless pursuits. They gave a momentary reprieve
from my burdens, but leF me feeling empty and disconnected. In
my adolescent years it was endless hours of video games. Later in
life, it was ;me wasted on the internet, creature comforts like
food and drink, or long hours spent being busy, working and toiling in the pursuit of “success” in a way that brought no real joy or
peace, no las;ng fruit.!
Is it good to be alone?!
Our Chris;an Faith oﬀers both sides of the coin. On the one side,
“It is not good for man to be alone” (Genesis 2:18). We are made
for communion  with God, with others, with ourselves. Sin is a
rupture of that communion. As a consequence of that rupture,
isola;on and loneliness become truly hellish experiences. Indeed,
authors like C.S. Lewis (in The Great Divorce) or his friend Charles
Williams (in The Descent into Hell) have oﬀered chilling literary
depic;ons of how those who “go to Hell” begin the experience of
isola;on and aliena;on and misery here and now. On the posi;ve side of the “alone” coin, we see Jesus spending long hours in
solitude, whether fas;ng for forty days in the desert or spending
the whole night in prayer. We see godly men like Benedict or
Anthony of the Desert spending en;re years in solitude, and
bearing abundant fruit in the lives of others.!
There is an important dis;nc;on between solitude and isola;on.
The one actually connects us with God and others and self, heals
us, refreshes us, restores us to communion, and bears much
fruit. The other isolates and ruins and rots, becoming a foretaste
of Hell.!
To turn to movie imagery, we can contrast the “Fortress of Solitude” in Superman with Elsa’s ice palace in Frozen. Superman
withdraws into his fortress to reconnect with his roots, to think
and meditate, and ul;mately to reemerge with clarity of vision
and an eagerness to serve. Elsa spends years trapped in isola;on
un;l her heart ﬁnally melts, and she rediscovers the beauty of
vulnerability, communion, and love.!
I ﬁnd the story of Saint Benedict especially cap;va;ng. His three
years of solitude in the cave at Subiaco changed his life. It set the
stage for him ﬁnding true peace in healthy rela;onships with
God, others, and self. The Benedic;ne way of life went on to
have a 1,000year impact on Europe and ul;mately on the United

States. Thanks to the monks, the wisdom of the ancients was
saved and preserved; barbarian tribes became civilized Chris;an
peoples; universi;es and human learning ﬂourished; las;ng and
stable democracies emerged.!
I remember my pilgrimage to Subiaco in 2012, kneeling in that
cave and pondering how many millions of lives were impacted
because of one man’s fruiQul solitude in that place. I love the
descrip;on wri-en a century later by Gregory the Great: “Then
he returned to his place of beloved solitude, and was alone with
himself in God’s sight.” This was no ﬂight from reality into isola;on, no numbing of emo;onal pain or escape into fantasy. He
abided in God’s presence, and he abided “with himself.” It was a
spiritual ba-le that God helped him to win. The end result was a
superabundant fruiQulness when he lived in community with
others.!
Authen;c solitude is an essen;al part of the human experience 
whether we are introverts or extroverts! Only when we have
periods of silence and solitude can we get in touch with our
deepest desires and deepest fears.!
Indeed, solitude is a chance to face our loneliness rather than
ﬂee from it. We experience loneliness by feeling overwhelmed
and unsupported in a new and scary situa;on, feeling misunderstood or unappreciated, feeling excluded or rejected or leF out.!
I have felt all of those things in my own life. It is painful. I spent
far too many moments in my life trying to selfisolate or numb
my pain. A wise man that I know likes to say, “isola;on is the ﬁrst
drug.” Diﬀerent people turn to diﬀerent drugs: gambling, marijuana, pornography, sexual aﬀairs, food, alcohol, shopping, etc.
Each is ul;mately an a-empt to isolate and escape, to distract
and divert, a ﬂight from communion with God, running away in
shame and selfdisgust, rather than facing the messiness of our
heart.!
It doesn’t have to be that way. God made our hearts, and made
them good and beau;ful. We are beloved sons and daughters of
God, and profoundly connected with the other members of the
Body of Christ  both those s;ll ﬁgh;ng here on earth and those
already victorious in heaven. We are never truly alone. Authen;c
experiences of solitude serve to heal and restore our communion
with God and others and self. They help us abide in love and
truth and to bear fruit.!

!
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DIOCESE of LA CROSSE!
The Most Reverend William Patrick Callahan, D.D.,
Bishop of La Crosse, makes the following announcement:!
The Reverend Paul R. Gitter, FormatorSpiritual Director at St.
John Vianney College Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota, was
provided a letter of excardination from the presyberate of the
Diocese of La Crosse on August 17, 2018 and has definitively
been incardinated as a member of the presbyterate of the
Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis on September 14, 2018.

Saint Mary’s Parish
Parish News!

Parish Council of Catholic Women!

Lost and Found!
Stop by the Lost and Found item box to pick up misplaced items.
Box is placed across from the entrance to our Parish Hall. Items
will be donated on November 1. Remember the Lost and Found
Box has dishes leF behind as well. Please remember to pick up
lost items before November 1.!
Scrip !
Don’t forget to stop by the gathering space aFer Mass and support your parish at no extra cost by purchasing scrip cards. YES,
we sell scrip cards at no extra cost for your convenience. !
All Saints Day Mass!
Thursday, November 1 is All Saints’ Day and a Holy Day of Obliga;on. Mass will be celebrated at 9am. !
Día de Todos los Santos!
Jueves, 1 de noviembre es día de Todos los Santos y de Obligación. Se celebrará Misa a las 9am. !

Ladies of St. Mary’s, we are having our wonderful
Fall Social on Friday, October 26 from 69pm. We
will be mee;ng at St. Mary’s parish hall and then
have a short mee;ng followed by food, wine and a
fall craF. Everything will be provided. Join us and
bring along a friend. It will be a great ;me to meet
up with old friends and make new ones.!

St. Mary’s Fall Clean Up!
It’s that ;me of the year, Fall clean up is here! Stop on
down for a shiF, 810am or 1012 noon on Saturday,
October 27th. Bring your own rake and help clean up
the leaves. Also, tree or bush trimming and grass edging. Let’s
make the church grounds look great this fall! Snacks and drinks
will be provided. Look for the orange ﬂyers and the sign up sheet
or contact Mike at 7152714056. !

Elizabeth Ministry!
To add a name, due date/birth date, request a meal, or
to volunteer, please call Emily Thurner at 7158643048.
Please pray for those who are expec;ng: Elizabeth Johnson and Lia Mayenschein. !

Prayer Chain!
To add a name or prayer inten;ons to the
prayer chain, please contact Janet Fox at
7155291587 or via email at generalbook@charter.com!

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week!
Adults!!$4,725.00!
Teens/Children!!$13.42!
Oﬀertory (Plate)!!$730.45!
Total Envelope & Plate!!$5,468.87!
Capital Campaign !!$1,170.00!
!

Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend:!
4:00p  Volunteer and volunteer!
11:00a  Janet Fox and volunteer!
Last Week’s Scrip Informa%on!
Number of Orders!!16!
Amount Sold!!$4,885.00!
Proﬁt (approximately)!!$256.43!
Monthly Proﬁt!!$705.03!
Thank you!!

!

Mission Sunday!
This weekend , we are celebra;ng World Mission Sunday. Pope
Francis invites the en;re Church to support the mission dioceses in Africa, Asia, the Paciﬁc Islands, parts of La;n America and
Europa, where priest, religious and lay leaders serve the world’s
most vulnerable communi;es. Please keep the Pope’s missions
in your prayers, and be generous in this weekend’s collec;on
for the Society for the Propaga;on of the Faith. Please take an
envelope and return it this week. Thank you!!

Adorers Needed!
Prayer partners are needed for Adora;on in The Benedic;ne
Chapel, located at 322 Fulton St, Eau Claire, on Mondays from
noon1pm. To signup as an adorer for this or other ;me slots
or to be on the subs;tute list, contact Ann at 7158745794. !

Immaculate Concep:on Parish Fall Fes:val!
Sunday, November 11, 2018 from 9am2pm. Mass will be celebrated at 10:30am featuring combined Immaculate Concep;on
Choirs. Dinner served from 11am1:30pm, cost adults $10, children 612 $5 children under 6 free. Meal includes; pork loin,
roasted chicken, macaroni and cheese, mashed potatoes, gravy,
corn, carrots, coleslaw, dinner rolls, dessert, coﬀee, and milk. !

S. M’ P S!

!
Parish Oﬃce!

7158551294, x 100!

!

Secretary (Part;me, bilingual)!
Jessica Ferrer!
7158551294, x 108!
 stmarypar@gmail.com !
!

Bookkeeper !

Bonnie Firkus
7158551294, x 146!
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com !

Family Faith Formaon !

Jacqueline Van Hemert 4146986040!
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com !
RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s)!
Jacqueline Van Hemert
4146986040!
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com !

Maintenance !

Mike Marcon
7158551294, x 141!
 mjmmarcon@hotmail.com
!
St. Mary’s School
7158302278!
Carisa Smiskey, Principal!

L M!
Saturday, October 27, 4:00p!
Lector!

D Wogernese!

Servers!
A. Server!
S. Serve!
Ushers!
!

L Johnson, R Semerad!
C Thurner!
C Thurner!
W Liedl, R Verdegan,!
P Connell, M Kloss!

!

Sunday, October 28, 11:00a!
Lector!

J Mullenberg!

Servers!
A. Server!
S. Server!
Ushers!
! !
!

At Riccardi, A Rosener!
J Fox!
J Fox!
R Mullenberg, T Sykora,!
D Hawker, T Buck!

St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish
Parish News!

Parish Council of Catholic Women!

Thank you from Casa Hogar!

Family Faith Forma%on!
Conﬁrma%on Students: Wednesday,
November 14 is our ﬁrst Sponsor
Mee;ng. If you haven't already chosen a
sponsor, please be sure to do so! You
should be looking for a good Catholic role
model with whom you are comfortable
and can have great conversa;on.! It will
be at St. Raymond's from 6:308p. !!
K8: Our next class is Sunday, November
11.! We look forward to seeing you then!!!

Women of the parish are invited to a-end the Deanery Council of Catholic Women Fall
mee;ng on Tuesday, October
23 at St. Olaf’s Church. Registra;on begins at 6:00pm and Mass is at
6:30pm.! Kelly Chris;anson from the Beacon House will be our speaker. ! Contact
Julie Brindle at: julie.brindle@hpe.com
with any ques;ons.!

Thank you to St. Raymond and St. Mary
parishioners who were so generous in
dona;ng medical supplies to Casa Hogar!
They will be delivered along with a new
otoscope and ;ps, which were purchased
with ﬁnancial dona;ons!!

!

All Saints Day Mass!
Thursday, November 1 is All Saints’ Day
and a Holy Day of Obliga;on. Mass will be
at 7:00p that evening.!
!

Rosary!
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary
are prayed before Mass on Sunday mornings beginning at 7:50a. !
!

Homebound Visits!
If you know of someone who is homebound and would like Holy Communion
brought to them, please contact Carla
Kostka at 7152257419.!
!

Prayer Chain!
Please submit any prayer requests to
Elaine Welin via
email:
ewelin327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at
7152865171. !

L M!
Saturday, October 27 6:00p!
Lector!

A Christ!

Servers!
Ushers!

!
B Lesniewski!
T Starks, P Quirk!

!

Sunday, October 28, 8:30a!
Lector!

P Uhlig!
! C Rollins, J Bowers, T Fischer!
Servers!
J Rollins, A & K Burmesch!
Ushers!
D Olson, K Roberts!
! !
T Lindgren, J Krupka!
Greeters! D, L, C & A Olson!
Counters! M Burmesch, D Ziemann,!
! !
R Muller!

Adver:ser of the Week!

!
!

Altar Servers Needed!
Please consider serving God by serving at
the altar during Mass. We need dedicated
servers from 4th to 8th grade and
a-endant servers from 9th grade through
adults. There will be a new server training
aFer Mass on Sunday, October 28. Please
contact Tom Falbo at 7158784767 with
any ques;ons.!

Pastoral Council Nomina:ons!
This weekend we begin solicita;on of
names to ﬁll 3 vacancies on the Pastoral
Council. Please prayerfully consider individuals who may represent our Parish in
this role. Nomina;on forms are available
in this bulle;n and in the gathering space.
Please return the forms to the nomina;on box or to the parish oﬃce. Thank
you!!

This weekend, we celebrate World Mission Sunday. Pope Francis invites the en;re Church to support our mission dioceses. Please keep the Pope’s missions in
your prayers, and be generous in this
weekend’s collec;on. Thank you!!

Knights of Columbus!
The Knights of Columbus will be
giving away Life Savers and
asking for dona;ons that will
be given to Apple pregnancy
and Pro Life eﬀorts in our area.! They will
also be selling boxes of Tootsie Rolls for
$5 for Halloween. !

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week!
Adults!! $6,682.00!
Youth Envelopes!!$1.50!
Plate!!$269.74!
Capital Campaign!!$4,761.67!
Building Fund Envelopes!!$285.00!
Total Envelope and Plate!!$11,999.91!

S. R!"#’ P S!

C F!

Parish Secretary!

(New to this corner of the bullen: We
will highlight a part of our Parish that
you may not know about)!
!

Julie Graaskamp!!
7158773400!
 straymondparish@gmail.com!

Bookkeeper !

Bonnie Firkus
7155330629!
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com!

Family Faith Formaon !
Marianne Callaghan, DRE 7158358840!
 macallaghan115@gmail.com!

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM)!
Sydney Alexander !
7158281687!
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com!

Maintenance!
Robert Grzyb
7154929677!
 autobobs@outlook.com!

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM)!
Alecia Plaetz! !
5078289320!
 plaetza@gmail.com!

!

World Mission Sunday!

PriestinResidence!
Fr. John Schultz!
7152710018!
 schultzjohna@gmail.com!

Library/Media Center!
Thanks to generous donors of ;me and
talent we are very fortunate to have a
Library/Media Center in our Church to
enjoy, free of charge. Our library is professionally catalogued and kept up to
date by volunteers Polly Cox and Connie
Wathke. With sec;ons on Church history, Marion devo;on, theology and biographies there are many opportuni;es to
learn more about our faith. Check out
some of the videos and the children’s
sec;on. If you have never been in the
Library, take some ;me aFer Mass to
explore and take a book home. Maybe
some quiet ;me with a book will draw
you into a conversa;on with the Lord! !

Pro!Life/Pro!Family Month
As you probably know, October is a
month when we focus on respect for
life. We should commit ourselves to
praying for an end to aboron and promong the sancty of all life. We need
to pray for and support expectant
mothers, those with physical and mental disabilies, the elderly, the imprisoned, the dying, and those who have
been abandoned. We all know that
Jesus said, “whatever you do unto the
least of my brothers, you do unto me.”
He commissioned us to care for all. !
Families need prayer, support, and
care as well. Any parent can a&est to
the busyness of daily life. On any given day, parents are meal makers, carpool drivers, wound
healers, homework helpers, interpreters of God’s love,
calendar planners, laundry folders, hug givers, the list
could go on and on. Wait…did that say “interpreters of
God’s love”? What exactly does that mean? !
One of the four major constuons to come out of the
Second Vacan Council was Guadium et Spes (Joy and
Hope). It addressed the role of the Church in the modern
world. One of the main concerns of this document was the
crucial role parents play in the development of their children, especially their faith life: “…with their parents leading the way by example and family prayer, children and
indeed everyone gathered around the family hearth will
ﬁnd a readier path to human maturity, salvaon and holiness.” (GS #48) Wow. It also goes on to say, “Parents
should regard as their proper mission the task of transmi8ng human life and educang those to whom it is being
transmi&ed. They should realize that they are thereby cooperators with the love of God the Creator and are, so to
speak, the interpreters of that love.” (GS #50). Wow again. !

out Scripture of God showing His love for mankind. Last
Sunday’s Gospel was no excepon. You may recall a man
ran up to Jesus and asked him what he must do to inherit
eternal life. Jesus responded that he needs to keep the
Commandments. The man responded that he keeps all the
Commandments so now what? The Gospel goes on to say,
“Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said to him…” Jesus
looked at him and loved him. He didn’t say anything about
love but he looked at the man with love. That paence,
that understanding, that look of love is how parents can be
“interpreters of God’s love”. !
So, in this month of October we pray especially for God’s
greatest creaon, mankind. Let’s include an extra prayer
to the Holy Family for all of our families: that parents can
be interpreters of God’s love so that their children may
grow up to know God, to love Him, and to serve Him, so
they can be happy with Him in Heaven. !

Essenally, it is the job of parents to love their children
and love them in a way so that they can understand God’s
great love for them. There are so many examples through-

!
!

Marianne Callaghan is the Director of Religious Educa,on at St. Raymond’s!

Chilson Subaru
Hwy 93
Eau Claire

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655

www.chilsonsubaru.com
715-833-1111
www
www.toppers.com

Don Pagliaro Construction
Custom Carpentry & Remolding
Free estimates
Call Don 630-303-8719

MP# 682390

Maureen
Anderson
Director

Family Owned Since 1954

ANDERSON FUNERAL HOME

Cremation &
Pre-Arrangement
Services Available

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS
* Glass tabletops
* Mirrors cut to size
* Storm window and screen repair
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures
* Aluminum Storefronts
1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings

715-286-2222
312 S. STONE, AUGUSTA
Trenton Berg Toll Free 1-866-715-2250
Director and www.Andersonfhaugusta.com
Pre-need Insurance Agent

Monuments
& Markers

The Way Nature Intended
www.castlerockfarms.net
ORGANIC CREAMLINE MILK,
CHEESE & ICE CREAM
(715) 597-0085
Carla@castlerockfarms.net

Know Your Farmer
Know Your Food Source
HOME DELIVERY AVAILABLE

Making
ng Refrigeration
R
Kool Again

Brackett Ave. 715-831-1060
Golf Rd.
715-514-4655

FRED KOSIER - Owner

715.210.2321

All your walk-in coolers, freezers, self -contained refrigeration, ice
machine,air conditioning, service & scheduled maintenance needs.

Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn
FUNERAL & C REMATION SERVICES
www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703

715-832-8301

715-832-6171

1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI

715-834-4456
Cremation Society of Wisconsin

Stokes, Prock & Mundt
Funeral Chapel

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo
Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered brokerdealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.

535 S. Hillcrest Parkway, Altoona, WI 54720

www.cremationsociety-wi.com
715-834-6411
715-832-3428

JULSON’S
Contact Rob Witte to place an ad today!
rwitte@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2501

Auto Service

Eau Claire

Domestic • Foreign

Catholic Radio
Station- AM 1050

“Complete Auto Service”

Celebrating
49 Years of Service

1505 Western Ave.
Eau Claire

715-834-5832
Jim & Steve Julson

Affordable Alternative to Larger Tax Services

ACTION

TAX

SERVICE

(715) 830-7444

1122 Birch St., Eau Claire 715-832-1534
New Client Discount $10

www.ATSservicecenter.com

715-835-7290 • Landscape Designs
Paver Patios • Retaining Walls

EARN WHILE YOU LEARN
EAR
Want help to be a great parent?
Wan
We’ll mentor & teach you AND you’ll receive
diapers, formula, clothing & much more.

715-832-1222 • permarsecurity.com
ity

2600 Stein Blvd. Eau Claire
PREGNANCY CARE CENTER (715) 834-5254 • applepcc.org

Erin Tessendorf, DDS, Parishioner
“Professional, quality dentistry for your entire family”

715-723-6800

38 E Grand, Chippewa Falls
www.dhcwi.com

Ryan Kostka
715-828-0863
Eau Claire, WI
www.Rock-N-Stonemasonry.com

CANCUN
MEXICAN GRILL

LANNIGAN’S
HEATING & COOLING
Residential & Commercial

• Sales • Service • Installation

Open 7 Days a Week
H
2120 Highland
Ave. • Eau Claire

Foster Bar & Grill

Krische Law Office

715-835-0745
1127 Bellevue Ave. • Eau Claire

Carpet • Vinyl • Ceramic
Wood Flooring • Area Rugs

Family Owned Since 1976

Matthew J. Krische • Attorney

Homemade Pizza’s • Specialty Burgers

715-318-2737

OPEN 11AM TO 2AM DAILY
Downtown Foster

21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire

Celebrating 24 years in Business

www.eauclaireattorney.com

Mike & Cheryl Corneiller

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com

839-8048
1804 Rudolph Road

St. Mary, Altoona, WI

A 4C 02-0290

