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A Historic Community Church on Chicago’s Far South Side. Open to everyone. 
Serving all. Loving the World as Christ Loves us.  Life Matters! 
 

Worship “LIVE” online on our Facebook page; 
https://www.facebook.com/bethanyunionchurch 

 
Sunday Worship Time = 10:30 a.m. Chicago Time 

 
Telephone: 773-779-0123 

Email: office@bethanyunion.com 
 

Web page: 
www.bethanyunion.com 
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Bethany Union Church 
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Chicago, IL 60643 



A MESSAGE WORTH REPEATING! +PL 
12 Unique Ways to Love Your Neighbor During COVID-19 
M A Y  4 ,  2 0 2 0  B Y  M O L L Y  S T I L L M A N  F R O M  C H R I S T I A N S  G E N E R A L  

 

It’s obvious we are living in an unprecedented time. Collectively, we global citizens, are facing 
something in COVID-19 I don’t think any of us could have ever imagined we would face in our 
lifetime. We’re all trying to balance so many things at once: the pressures of daily life, financial 
uncertainty, health worries, job loss or job insecurity, homeschooling children, and so much 
more. And that’s hardly scratching the surface. 

Obviously, I’m not trying to sit here and regurgitate what you already know. Life is hard right 
now. 

I’ve heard a lot of conversations over the past seven weeks that include questions like: “Why would this happen?” 
“Why is God allowing the Coronavirus to come upon the earth?” “Is God judging the world?” “If God is such a good 
God, why do bad things happen?” 

I’m not here to speak for God or even offer theological insights into suffering, trials, tribulations, and hard times 
(that’s another article for another day), but I can offer a little bit of perspective and a little bit of hope. 

Fact: we can’t control everything going on around us. We can’t. It’s just not within our sphere of influence or 
control. That fact can feel overwhelming if we stay focused on it for too long. So, instead, my suggestion is to 
focus on a different fact: we CAN control what we focus on. We CAN control what we give our attention to. 

Jesus Himself told us in Matthew 6:33-34, “But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things 
will be given to you as well. Therefore, do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day 
has enough trouble of its own.” (emphasis mine). 

Seek first His kingdom and His righteousness. Focus our attention on His goodness… no matter what. 

When I think about seeking God first and seeing His righteousness, I can’t help but think about what Jesus would 
want me to focus on during a time like a global pandemic. There’s so much happening around us… WHAT are we 
to focus on? When our brains feel overwhelmed and frazzled, what are we to do? 

Personally, I think it’s right about now that we go back to basics. The foundational truths of our faith. 

In Mark 12, when one of the teachers of the law approached Jesus and asked Him which commandment was the 
most important, Jesus replied, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment 
greater than these.” Mark 12:30-31. 

It’s easy during difficult times to focus solely on our own problems, our own struggles, and our own selves. But for 
me, I have found that the thing that has been the most impactful during the most trying times is to focus on two 
things: 1. Loving God, and 2. Loving others. Period. 

And while we don’t have to socially distance ourselves from our heavenly Father, it’s a little bit more challenging 
right now to love our neighbors when we have to stay at least 6-feet apart from them. 

  



So, I’ve challenged myself and brought my family along with me during this time. We have tried to be creative and 
find various ways in which we can really, truly, love our neighbors during COVID-19 (while also staying safe and 
still maintaining social distancing!)

I pray these ideas inspire you to love God and others at a time when it could be really easy not to. 

12 ways to love your neighbor during COVID-19. 

1. If you have the ability to sew, make masks for those who need them. A dear friend of mine has the gift of 
sewing and has used her time over the past month to make over 500 masks for local first responders, 
hospital workers, and essential employees. 

2. Coordinate a neighborhood “social distancing” gathering. In our neighborhood, we’ve had nights where we 
just bring out a chair at the end of our driveway and laugh and talk with each other. It’s a great way to 
connect with neighbors while still staying safe! 

3. Become a pen pal for a grand-friend. My kids and I have been writing letters of encouragement to people 
who are in nursing homes, assisted living facilities, etc. just trying to brighten their day! 

4. Send a random postcard or some snail mail to a friend who you know could use a pick-me-up. I know that I 
love being on the receiving end of snail mail… sending a letter or note to someone telling them why you are 
grateful for them could be just the message they need to hear at that moment! 

5. Call and check in on friends or family members you haven’t spoken to in a while. I’ll be honest, I’m not great 
at talking on the phone… but checking in on friends and family right now has been something I’ve really 
looked forward to. Redeeming technology can really help bring relationships closer together even when we’re 
social distancing. 

6. Contact your local food bank or food distribution center to find out what immediate needs they have. 
7. Reach out to your local church and find out if there is a family (or two) that could use an extra blessing or if 

they have any immediate needs.
8. Offer to go grocery shopping or pickup groceries for a neighbor who is elderly, disabled, 

immunocompromised, a single parent, out of work, etc. 
9. Send a gift card to a local restaurant or restaurant delivery service to someone you know could use a 

blessing of a meal. This is really a double blessing because not only are you supporting a local business that 
could be hurting right now, but you’re also blessing a family! 

10. Take some sidewalk chalk and walk around your neighborhood and write encouraging verses of scripture, 
quotes, etc. to encourage others as they go about their day! 

11. Offer to cut your neighbor’s grass or do any yard work that might need to be done. 
12. Sponsor a child in poverty. The health systems of even the highest-income nations (like our own) have been 

pushed to the limits by this pandemic. And lower-income nations are far less equipped to deal with the 
consequences. There has never been a better time to connect with a child through a sponsorship program – I 
personally sponsor a child with Compassion International and love what they’re doing to respond to this deep 
need in developing countries. 

There you have it! Twelve ways to love your neighbor during COVID-19! In what ways have you been trying to 
love God and love others during this unprecedented time? There is no better time to show our identity in Christ 
with those who need it most. 
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Our May “Virtual” but from the Heart Celebrations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
** Memorial Day Parade 2020 has been rescheduled to Labor Day on September 7, 2020. Bethany 
Union Church along with Boy Scout Troop #607, Cub Scout Pack #3607, and Girl Scout Troop #20117 
plan to march; join us! 

 

How Do You Cultivate Compassion? 
Invite others into our worship at Bethany Union so that they, too, will know 

the love of God and the care of community. 
 

 

Belated Birthday Wishes to Boy Scout Troop #607 
 
On May 19th, 2020, our Scout Troop #607 had its 99th birthday, all 99 
years sponsored by Bethany Union Church. The Troop Committee is 
currently preparing for the 2021 Centennial event, gathering information 
and memorabilia. The Troop Committee has also established a 
Facebook page Bethany Union Church Troop 607 100th Anniversary 
where information can be found, and thoughts and information can be 
shared. Please stay tuned as we expect the 100th anniversary to be 
extraordinary. More to follow. 
 
Chuck Diddia 
Charter Org. Rep. 
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Our June “Virtual” but from the Heart Celebrations 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to our 2020 Graduates; those who have graduated from the various schools, colleges, 
and programs, pre-K and above. God bless you as you go forward using the knowledge, skills, and training 
you have worked so hard to attain. As we try to figure out the new-normal, please accept my apologies for 
not asking for names sooner. Email office@bethanyunion.com by June 15, with the Graduate’s Name, 
date of graduation, school, level or program, and the next school or program. They will be honored in out 
July Unifier.  

June 7 June 14 

June 20 

June 21 

Happy Father’s Day 

For all you do 

Quarantined… or not! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HEIFER INTERNATIONAL 
JUNE 2020 BENEVOLENCE 

Previously, Bethany Union Church of Chicago has been proud to 
partner with Heifer International for our June benevolence. During 
the pandemic, we have not made any appeal for benevolence, 
until now. A recent letter from the Heifer Organization indicates 
because of the global Coronavirus pandemic, the battle with 
hunger and need is greater than ever. They have found the 
means to provide matching funds for any and all donations.  

For over 75 years, Heifer International helps more families learn skills of sustainability and achieve self-
reliance with living incomes from heifers, goats, sheep, pigs, honeybees, chickens, and more. The 
children of Bethany Union Church change the world by choosing (an) animal(s) from a catalog with our 
benevolence. In turn, Heifer International offers families spaces to learn, explore, and expand their 
horizons in planting in the springs, harvesting in the falls, cooking and preserving foods, and breeding 
animals. As you can and are moved to do so, please donate to the Heifer fund. We will gather the 
donations throughout June and send them in with the form securing matching funds. 

 Thank you, in advance, for providing families and communities with opportunities through the gift of 
livestock—the gift that keeps on giving.  

 Sincerely,  

Melissa Heniff for the Board of Church Life 

Chuck Diddia 

  

10 Karen Linnerud 

11 James Walls 

15 Michael Diddia 

18 Meghan Diddia 

19 Jessica Gradolf 

19 Joe Peirce 

25 Debra Morrane 

28 Tammy Sloop 

2 Marissa & Cody Bingaman 

10 Lory & Mark Linnerud 

15 Keeley Binion & Robert Davis 

18 Elaine & Rollin Dix 

19 Cheryl Diddia & Arnie Bernstein 

29 Jennifer (Syler) & Kent Taylor 

1010 KaKaKaKaKaren LiLiLiLiLinnerudud



News from Compassion International, Updated on May 13, 2020, at 6:30 p.m. ET. 
Link for additional updates  https://www.compassion.com/crisis/covid-19.htm 

Our hearts break with the knowledge that some persons in the global Compassion family have succumbed to 
COVID-19. This pandemic has brought death to the doors of our frontline and supporting church partners, ministry 
partners, volunteers, and even our children and their loved ones. Please continue to pray for those who are 
impacted directly by this pandemic. Medical professionals predict the worst may be yet to come for the developing 
world, which is far more underprepared for testing and caring for COVID-19 patients than we have been in more 
developed nations. This means tracking the full impact on our ministry, the children and their families will be 
increasingly difficult in the weeks and months to come. We are doing our best to keep you informed of the effect 
this crisis is having on our ministry but always while respecting the privacy of those who serve alongside us. Thank 
you for your continued support and prayers. 

All the countries where we work are striving to slow the spread of the coronavirus through restrictions on public 
gatherings or quarantines. Below, you can find the most up-to-date reports from those countries, and how the new 
guidelines are affecting Compassion programming.  

Mary Contreras (our sponsored child) is in Bolivia — We have not received a letter within recent months. 
There are seven confirmed cases of COVID-19 among family members and frontline church members. Beginning 
May 11th, a “dynamic quarantine” was implemented in some areas, lifting some restrictions on movement and work 
hours for parts of the country determined to be at medium and low risk for virus transmission. Group activities at all 
Compassion child development centers remain on hold. Under the updated government regulations, delivery of 
food is permitted from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. daily, so partner churches are working to provide food, disease prevention 
materials, and hygiene supplies to beneficiaries and their families. They are also checking in with families via 
phone to provide spiritual and emotional support. Compassion Bolivia has deployed teams of physicians and 
psychologists to support our frontline church partners. 

Please rest assured that our staff is working hard to provide support wherever possible. While the program 
activities cannot happen in groups at the churches, staff will continue to keep in touch with the children and attend 
to health issues as they are able. The main goal of the program suspension is to keep the children safe and 
protected. Please keep Mary and the Contreras family in your thoughts and prayers. 

A Big Thank You! 
Hello everyone. This is just a quick note to thank everyone who has answered Bethany Union’s request to 
contribute, staying current with their donations and pledges while we are in a shut-down mode. It has been a 
blessing as the bills keep coming in just as though the doors were open. Hopefully, once we get the green light, 
we will once again be able to worship and sing together. Please stay tuned to for when we will open again and 
under what precautions.  
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Serving the best pizza 
on the South Side!

Phone (773) 445-4010
Fax (773) 445-2511

10945 S. Western Ave. • Chicago, IL 60643

Selling or Buying a Home? 

Trust Your Local Experts! 

773-779-9898 

www.molloyrealestate.com

SOUTHTOWN HEALTH 
FOODS, INC.

Serving greater 
Chicago 
for over 62 years

Open Mon-Sat 9:30-5:30, Thurs. til 8 pm

We accept all major credit cards

www.southtownhealthfoods.com 
For Current Sales & Info

2100 W. 95th St. • 773-233-1856

10258 SouthWeStern Ave. 

ChiCAgo, illinoiS 60643

1908 WeSt 103rd Street 

ChiCAgo, illinoiS 60643

Tel: 773-239-2265

TRU-GUARD, INC.
Specializing In

* Wrought Iron Fences

* Railing * Gates

Call John Brooks
Home 779-8820

Business 568-5264

Do you have room in your heart and home to 
support an adult with Intellectual/Developmental 
Disability? To learn more about adult foster care 
options, please contact LaTunya Anderson at 

Envision Unlimited at 312-874-1199

(773) 238-5576

10800 S. Western Ave.

HEATING AND COOLING

773-233-7999
708-671-0813

Contact Shirley Gebert to place an ad today! 

sgebert@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5827


