The Historic Bethany Union Church of Chicago
1750 West 103rd Street
Chicago, Illinois 60643
*Time Sensitive Materials*
DO NOT DELAY

A Historic Community Church on Chicago's Far South Side. Open to everyone. Serving all.
Loving the World as Christ Loves us. Life Matters!
Sunday Worship Time 10:30 a.m. Chicago Time
Worship "LIVE" online on our Facebook page;
https://www.facebook.com/bethanyunionchurch
Telephone: 773-779-0123
Email: office@bethanyunion.com
Web page:
www.bethanyunion.com
Snail Mail Address;
Bethany Union Church
1750 W. 103rd Street
Chicago, IL 60643

AUGUST 2020 FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR LARRY…
Greetings, salutations, and blessings in the name of the Lord, our Christ Jesus!
I pray this finds you well in all regards. Please note that I miss you, and I believe you are
missing your Bethany Union Church family too. We will survive this even if it takes us a
few more months. After all, we do know we have eternity to look forward to spending with
each other, so a few months apart can be tolerated.
Many things are changing and have already changed due to this pandemic. It is what it is,
and we make due. One thing we have done (among many) is adapted to how we partake
of the sacrament of Holy Communion. We have prefilled Communion Cups with both juice
and wafer, individually wrapped and sealed, for you to open, so no one touches it except
you. It's not the same in so many regards to our pre-COVID way of enjoying communion,
but it is safe, sterile, and is the best we can do at this moment. The first Sunday in August,
as is our tradition, we will celebrate Holy Communion. If you are participating via the online
service, you can choose and use whatever you like for the communion elements. If you
are here in the Sanctuary, you will be able to pick up the prepackaged communion set off
the back table and take it with you to your pew.
Our Worship online via our Facebook page has been having a healthy viewing, and we
have some 65+ household tuning in to be with us online. Here in person, we have had a
range between 10 to 20. David and typically at least one other soloist have been providing
us with music for the worship time, and this always adds meaning and grace to the service.
Gather with us as you can and are ready to either online or at 10:30 a.m. here in the
Sanctuary. If you come here, you will need to wear a mask, have a normal temp, and
maintain social distancing.
Even though we are not fully open, there is a lot of activity happening Bethany Union
Church. The JETY STEAM Camp for Children is here, Monday through Friday, and our
TEECH Recovery program continues forward. Also, our Music Scene is happening but
holding its classes virtually. Our building continues to be the center of good things for our
community; repairs and upkeep continue are ever-needed. Life cannot be stopped. It can
morph, change, and be different, but it won't be stopped.
I pray that your faith is staining you in these very isolated times and that your prayer life
and connection with God continues to be healthy and growing. Please feel free to call me
at 734-652-1471 for any pastoral needs or concerns. Pray for me, and know I am always
in prayer for you and us. Until the Lord sees us together again, be well, be blessed,
+Pastor Larry Cameron

Our August Birthdays

4C
Charles
harles M
Morgan
organ
11
1
1 ZZachary
achary B
Butler-Del
u t l e r -D e l R
Rio
io
12
1
2B
Bruce
ruce M
McFadden
cFadden
13
1
3 JJohn
ohn B
Brooks
rooks
17
1
7 SSam
am B
Bakker
akker

18
1
8 LLaura
a u r a FFaye
aye G
Gradolf
r a do l f
20
2
0M
Maria
aria B
Barwegen
arwegen
21
2
1C
Cameron
ameron P
Peirce
eirce
31
3
1M
Marie
a r i e SSandstrom
a nd s t r om
31
3
1D
David
a v i d ZZizic
izic

UNTIL FURTHER
NOTICE, OUR
BIRTHDAY BASH
IS ON HOLD. BUT

DO KEEP OUR
BIRTHDAY PEOPLE
IN YOUR THOUGHTS
& PRAYERS.

AUGUST

ANNIVERSARIES
*********

24 KAYLI & NANDO GANDARA

SCOUT TROOP #607 NEWS
Though summer camp at Owassippi was canceled, Troop #607 has been meeting regularly during the
summer. First, virtually, now, meetings are held bi-weekly with masks and social-distancing. Many
scouts are working on merit badges and advancement as the pandemic rages on. The Bethany Union
Family is proud of all those in our scouting programs.
Troop #607 is preparing for its Bethany Union Church Troop 607 100th Anniversary in May 2021.
Check out their Facebook page of the same name.
On Saturday, August 8th at 1:00p, Troop 607 will hold an Eagle Scout Court of Honor for Kendall
Robinson. The ceremony will be in the Bethany Union Church Sanctuary, and a reception will
immediately follow in the church's parking lot. Social distancing will be practiced. Troop #607 now has
239 scouts that have attained the rank of Eagle Scout.
THE MUSIC SCENE
Ms. Anisha McFarland is back in the music room! She is conducting virtual music lessons with her
clients Monday through Thursday. Welcome back!

LIFE LINE SCREENING
On Friday, August 14, Life Line Screening will be in the Social Hall for heart and well-being screenings.
Appointments only; social distancing and masks required. They will be following all CoVID-19 protocols,
including temperature taking and limited occupancy. They have been following these safety measures
since early June.

News from Compassion International, posted on July 16, 2020, at 12:00p.m. ET Link for
additional updates
https://www.compassion.com/crisis/covid-19.htm?referer=603441
Our hearts break with the knowledge that some persons in the global Compassion family have
succumbed to COVID-19. This pandemic has brought death to the doors of our frontline and supporting
church partners, ministry partners, volunteers, and even our children and their loved ones. Please
continue to pray for those who are impacted directly by this pandemic. Medical professionals predict the
worst may be yet to come for the developing world, which is far more underprepared for testing and
caring for COVID-19 patients than we have been in more developed nations. This means tracking the
full impact on our ministry, the children and their families will be increasingly difficult in the weeks and
months to come. We are doing our best to keep you informed of the effect this crisis is having on our
ministry but always while respecting the privacy of those who serve alongside us. Thank you for your
continued support and prayers.
All of the countries where we work are striving to slow the spread of the coronavirus through restrictions
on public gatherings or quarantines. Below, you can find the most up-to-date reports from those
countries, and how the new guidelines are affecting Compassion programming. Please continue to
check back to this page for further updates.
Mary Contreras (our sponsored child) is in Bolivia — COVID-19 cases are rapidly rising in
Bolivia, more than tripling since the country began reopening economic activities in early
June. Bolivia's health ministry estimated that the peak of infections would hit between August and
September. National quarantine measures are extended through July 31. Social distancing and the use
of masks in public places are required, and curfews are in place from 6 p.m. to 5 a.m. Classes and other
public events remain suspended. All borders remain closed and international flights are suspended.
Group activities at all Compassion child development centers remain closed. Under the updated
government regulations, delivery of food is permitted from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. daily, so partner churches
are working to provide food, disease prevention materials, and hygiene supplies to beneficiaries and
their families. Since the crisis began, they have delivered 255,222 food packs and 108,224 hygiene
kits to vulnerable children and families. They are also checking in with families via phone to provide
spiritual and emotional support. Compassion Bolivia has deployed teams of physicians and
psychologists to support our frontline church partners and recently conducted a child protection video
class that more than 81,000 children and their families participated in. At this time, cards and letters
cannot be safely delivered, but do keep writing. Monetary gifts are distributed as received. Please keep
Mary and the Contreras family in your thoughts and prayers.

Our little friend Luna is "at last"
Big Sister to Little Sister Emilia
Born July 17, 2020
7lb 7oz.
Everyone's doing well!
Proud parents Nichole Guevera & BUC member Rafael Ramirez, Jr.

ROOF & CHURCH GROUNDS UPDATE
Sadly, we are still at the mercy of the weather gods. It was hopeful that roof work could begin July 22nd,
however, if you listen to John Coleman (the weatherman), we are scheduled for rain 5 of the first seven
days of August. We have been busy, though, with tree limb removal and trimming the trees in the
parking lot and around the educational building. The tree work was done by Cesar's Tree Service, who
did an excellent job at a reasonable price.
THANK YOU!
It is with great appreciation to all those who continue to help Bethany Union stay afloat financially through your
pledges and donations.

A Special Thank You to Dr. Karen White, Ms. D'Shara Shells, and the TEECH
Foundation for enforcing the safety protocols through this pandemic. Bethany Union
Church, members & staff, and all the guests using our facility are staying well and safe as
we move through these uncertain and precarious times.
From the 19th Ward
Electronics Recycling Program Near Us – 8559 S Vincennes Ave 2nd Friday or the month; 9a-1p.

SOUTHTOWN HEALTH
FOODS, INC.

Serving the best pizza
on the South Side!

Phone (773) 445-4010

Fax (773) 445-2511
10945 S. Western Ave. • Chicago, IL 60643

Serving greater
Chicago
for over 62 years

Selling or Buying a Home?
HEATING AND COOLING

773-233-7999
708-671-0813

Do you have room in your heart and home to
support an adult with Intellectual/Developmental
Disability? To learn more about adult foster care
options, please contact LaTunya Anderson at
Envision Unlimited at 312-874-1199

Trust Your Local Experts!

Open Mon-Sat 9:30-5:30, Thurs. til 8 pm

773-779-9898

www.southtownhealthfoods.com
For Current Sales & Info

www.molloyrealestate.com

We accept all major credit cards

2100 W. 95th St. • 773-233-1856

10258 SouthWestern Ave.
Chicago, Illinois 60643
1908 West 103rd Street
Chicago, Illinois 60643

Tel: 773-239-2265

TRU-GUARD, INC.
Specializing In

Community News
for more than 100 years
(773)-238-3366
(773) 238-1492

* Wrought Iron Fences

Contact Shirley Gebert to place an ad today!

* Railing * Gates

sgebert@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5827

Call John Brooks

beverlyreview.net

Home 779-8820

e-mail beverlyreview@earthlink.net

Business 568-5264

(773) 238-5576

10800 S. Western Ave.
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