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DO NOT DELAY

A Historic Community Church on Chicago's Far South Side. Open to everyone. Serving all.
Loving the World as Christ Loves us.
Sunday Worship Time 10:30 a.m. Chicago Time
Worship "LIVE" online on our Facebook page;
https://www.facebook.com/bethanyunionchurch
Telephone: 773-779-0123
Email: office@bethanyunion.com
Web page:
www.bethanyunion.com
Snail Mail Address;
Bethany Union Church
1750 W. 103rd Street
Chicago, IL 60643

From the Desk of Pastor Larry
Dear Beloved of the Lord, I pray this finds you in good health and sound mind with a redeemed soul and
a lively spirit. We head into the Fall, which is typically a time of grand celebration for us with “Back to
Church Sunday,” Rally Day and the Start of our Christian Education Program, and all the past treasures
of our existence before Covid-19. This 2020 Fall is different, of course, and we had into it saddened with
the loss of two dear members whose presence is already missed. Two great souls who supported and
loved Bethany Union Church of Chicago, Jack Graves, and Laura Faye Gradolf were always around the
church building and at just about every event. I am certain that both are now in that great cloud of
witnesses cheering us ever forward in the Lord.
And Forward we go! This season is really no different than any other. We are never certain of what
tomorrow may bring, and there is never any guarantee that tomorrow will come at all. But, whether we live
or whether we die, we belong to the Lord, and the Church is His body here on earth. So forward we go!
We go like always, not knowing anything with certainty except that the Lord of all creation loves us and
gifts us with what we need. Forward we go! Forward has been the way and direction of Bethany Union
Church of Chicago for nearly 150 years. Forward we go! Through two historic pandemics, two world wars,
numerous other conflicts, and a Great Depression forward we go!
As we come into the Fall season, we still are meeting virtually as we broadcast Live on Facebook and then
repeat the broadcast on our Web Page www.bethanyunion.com. A few members have ventured out on
Sunday mornings and worshipped in the Sanctuary while observing social distancing and wearing masks.
We continue to worship our God and offer up our prayers and stay a faithful witness of the crucified One
here in the world. Our Recovery program TEECH continues as does our children’s after school and camp
program JETY. A couple of our other programs occasionally meet, but for the most part, we, like everyone
else, are waiting for us to get a handle on this virus so we might gather together again.
With that being said, we cannot go forward without your help. We cannot sustain the ministry without your
support. Without your prayers and financial commitment, we will go the way of dust. So far, our
membership has been extremely faithful in their love and support. Our General Budget is healthy, and we
are moving forward. As we think towards 2021, and what we must do to remain faithful and keep going
forward, we will again be sending out our annual pledge letters and cards to ask everyone to indicate their
proposed estimate of giving so the Trustees will be able to build a budget proposal for our vote in January.
Please watch for these letters and pledge cards to come in the mail soon. This year we will need for you
to either mail the cards back to us or drop them off to the Office as soon as possible. We usually would
ask for pledge cards to be handed in at our Fall Harvest Home Celebration, but the likelihood of holding
such an event this year is extremely unlikely. So we are asking that you get the pledges in no later than
the end of October 2020. Please help us keep going forward!
May you stay well and be blessed, and I know that soon and very soon, we will all be back together once
again. Until then, stay faithful and be blessed.
+Pastor Larry Cameron

Some Community Involvement Opportunities!

Message from the IL Chicago South Side group on Community:
Just wanted to make sure you know CCL-Illinois is holding tan upcoming educational events,
Sept 9, 7 p.m. - Five Levers of Political Will - to help plug you into climate solution
advocacy in Illinois
The session is free, but you need to register:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/illinois-citizens-climate-lobby-informational-session-tickets115098498708
If you are available to make phone calls to encourage volunteers to attend, please call me,
Rollin Dix, at 773-239-3514. We have a list of new members and a script to guide you through
the process. An hour of your time would be most appreciated!

As we've said before, this is a crucial period of change, of
demonstrations, of struggle to change the distorted moral
narrative in this country that perpetuates systemic racism,
systemic poverty, the war economy, and the
environmental destruction that is devastating our country.
We need you!
We have three important, intertwined tasks before us:
x to register as many people as we can to vote in the coming election
x to make sure that every person we can is counted in the Census
x to build the Poor People’s Campaign into a movement with real power in the city, state, and
nation! We are non-partisan, but we ARE political!
To accomplish these goals, the South Side Cluster of the Poor People’s Campaign will be conducting
Phone Banking every Saturday from 10 to noon. We're doing this from this now through October 31st.
The Zoom call will include training on how to do Phone Banking: it's a fun and rewarding experience! We
will provide instructions and supporting information, and we’ll send you 25 Phone Numbers to get you
started. It’s easy! It’s cool! AND it’s VERY important!
Join us! Please register now for the Phone Banking and share the social media links to help get the word
out!
When you register, you will be sent the call-in information. Please mark your calendars now and plan to
join us as we take action to build the Poor People's Campaign and get our communities Registered and
counted!
Forward together! Not one step back!
South Side Cluster of the Illinois Poor People's Campaign
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JACK GRAVES
Died August 6, 2020
Jack would have been 97 on September 1st. Nancy and Jack would have
celebrated their 70th Anniversary on September 2nd. He was an Army Veteran
of WWII. Nancy and Jack, long-time members of Bethany Union Church,
joined December 4, 1960. He served in many capacities and was vital to the
life of Bethany Union Church; for many years served as head usher. Please
keep Nancy and all the Graves family and friends in your prayers.
A Memorial Service is “scheduled” for Saturday, September 19th at 1:00p.

LAURA FAYE GRADOLF
Died August 23, 2020

Laura Faye was an active member of Bethany Union Church since December
6, 1959. For many years, she shared her talents as a teacher, in both the
Children and Adult Sunday School. Laura Faye was a member of the women’s
group Octagon, and ran the Annual Christmas Bazaar and Craft Show. Laura
Faye was an active participant in The Bethany Bible Academy, and Book Club.
Prayers, Prayers, Prayers for the Gradolf Family.
Memorial arrangements will follow.

Autumn Green At Midway Village
6700 S Keating, Apt 317, Chicago,
IL 60629. If you have a minute,
please send a card or note.

SCOUT TROOP #607 NEWS Troop #607 is preparing for its Bethany Union Church Troop 607 100th
Anniversary in May 2021. Check out their Facebook page of the same name.
THE MUSIC SCENE Ms. Anisha McFarland is back in the music room! She is conducting music lessons
with her clients Monday through Thursday. Welcome back!
A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO DR. KAREN WHITE, MS. D'SHARA SHELLS, AND THE TEECH
FOUNDATION for enforcing the safety protocols through this pandemic. Bethany Union Church,
members & staff, and all the guests using our facility are staying well and safe as we move through these
uncertain and precarious times.
FROM THE 19TH WARD
Electronics Recycling Program Near Us – 8559 S Vincennes Ave 2nd Friday or the month; 9a-1p.
NEWS FROM COMPASSION INTERNATIONAL, UPDATED ON AUGUST 21, 2020 Our hearts break with the
knowledge that some persons in the global Compassion family have succumbed to COVID-19. This pandemic has
brought death to the doors of our frontline and supporting church partners, ministry partners, volunteers, and even
our children and their loved ones. Please continue to pray for those who are impacted directly by this pandemic.
Medical professionals predict the worst may be yet to come for the developing world, which is far more
underprepared for testing and caring for COVID-19 patients than we have been in more developed nations. This
means tracking the full impact on our ministry, the children and their families will be increasingly difficult in the
weeks and months to come. We are doing our best to keep you informed of the effect this crisis is having on our
ministry but always while respecting the privacy of those who serve alongside us. Thank you for your continued
support and prayers.

All of the countries where we work are striving to slow the spread of the coronavirus through restrictions
on public gatherings or quarantines. Below, you can find the most up-to-date reports from those
countries, and how the new guidelines are affecting Compassion programming. Please continue to check
back to this page for further updates.
Mary Contreras (our sponsored child) is in Bolivia — COVID-19 cases are rapidly rising in Bolivia,
more COVID-19 cases are rapidly rising in Bolivia, more than tripling since the country began reopening
economic activities in early June. Bolivia has made the choice to cancel school for the rest of the year
due to coronavirus. Some 2 million students won't attend either online or in-person classes until at least
2021. Additionally, the country is plagued by political unrest, and protests after presidential elections
were postponed for the second time.
Group activities at all Compassion child development centers remain on hold. Partner churches are
working to provide food, disease prevention materials, and hygiene supplies to beneficiaries and their
families. Since the crisis began, they have delivered 339,802 food packs and 149,092 hygiene kits to
vulnerable children and families. They are also checking in with families via phone to provide spiritual
and emotional support. Compassion Bolivia has deployed teams of physicians and psychologists to
support frontline church partners and recently conducted a child protection video class that more than
81,000 children and their families participated in.

ROOF UPDATE
Hello everyone, I believe that by
the time you read this update, the
work on the roof will be finished.
Work started in earnest the week
of August 9th. However, there
have been a few hiccups as we
moved forward. It was necessary
to remove an old large rusting air
vent that was no longer used, and
we had to remove and replace the
two social hall exhaust fans and associated structures on the roof. In addition, four roof drains
need to be replaced at the cost of $475 each. Also, the roofing material and insulation must be
placed on the inside of the surrounding wall at the roof level due to the design of the existing roof.
All of this was not apparent until the work began and was not included in the original estimate. The
new exhaust fans will cost $5600, and the work on the walls will be done on a time and material
basis, so no exact price is known as of this update.
I am asking that as you can, please consider contributing a little more toward the Roof Fund. If you
choose to do so, be sure to make a note on your donation that it is for the roof fund. When
completed, the roof will no longer be an issue that any of us will ever be concerned with. Thank
you for your consideration and support!
Chuck Diddia
House Chairman

SOUTHTOWN HEALTH
FOODS, INC.

Serving the best pizza
on the South Side!

Phone (773) 445-4010

Fax (773) 445-2511
10945 S. Western Ave. • Chicago, IL 60643

Serving greater
Chicago
for over 62 years

Selling or Buying a Home?
HEATING AND COOLING

773-233-7999
708-671-0813

Do you have room in your heart and home to
support an adult with Intellectual/Developmental
Disability? To learn more about adult foster care
options, please contact LaTunya Anderson at
Envision Unlimited at 312-874-1199

Trust Your Local Experts!

Open Mon-Sat 9:30-5:30, Thurs. til 8 pm

773-779-9898

www.southtownhealthfoods.com
For Current Sales & Info

www.molloyrealestate.com

We accept all major credit cards

2100 W. 95th St. • 773-233-1856

10258 SouthWestern Ave.
Chicago, Illinois 60643
1908 West 103rd Street
Chicago, Illinois 60643

Tel: 773-239-2265

TRU-GUARD, INC.
Specializing In

Jam - Jellies and
Pickled Veggies

773-957-3313
Dureas@aol.com

Community News
for more than 100 years
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(773) 238-1492

* Wrought Iron Fences

Contact Shirley Gebert to place an ad today!
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sgebert@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5827

Call John Brooks
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e-mail beverlyreview@earthlink.net
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