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Dear ones of Bethany Union Church of Chicago,

Eight years ago this month, we all began this new adventure 
of being Church together as Andrea and I were called to 
come and serve this congregation. I remember it like 
yesterday. It has been eight years of the 150 in the life of 
this grand Ole girl Bethany Union. A time that has been filled 
with many wonderful events and memories: Oktoberfests, 
Steak Frys, Watoto Choirs, Bazaars, Pot lucks, Sunday 
School, Worship, and so much more. I have been honored 
to Baptize your children, marry your young’uns, and bury your dead. It has been many a meeting, many 
a visit, and many a prayer. It has been an honor to work with David, the finest minister of music I have 
had the privilege to work with in nearly forty years of ministry. The music he produced for our worship 
was always the highest of caliber, and the choir was grand enough to put up against any choir twice its 
size. Worship was always a joy for me, and I thank the Lord.

I began my call into ministry in the 2nd grade when I announced to my parents that I would be a minister 
(or a turtle farmer) when I grew up. After nearly forty years of being in the pulpit, in many ways, I feel I 
am still just beginning. God has been good to me in all things, merciful and gracious, and I hope that 
along the way, God used me according to His will, and some good made its way into the world through 
my obedience to the Lord.

Now a new chapter in my life and ministry will begin. A robust, dangerous, profound, and challenging 
opportunity to follow in the lineage of St Brendan and board a boat, and set sail for wherever the Wild 
Goose takes me. On or about October 24, 2021, I will set upon a quest with my two dogs in a boat I 
have been preparing (at least in my head) to journey down the Illinois River to the Mississippi River into 
the Gulf of Mexico and head East towards the Keys. (It is a portion of the Great Loop). I will stop along 
the way and broadcast my whereabouts and whatever lessons I have learned along the way. You are 
invited to tune in and travel with me at least in prayer and online Live. Please know that I take you with 

me in my heart, and my daily prayers will also include you,
and I hope yours will continue to include me.

We have an awesome God who is the Lord and King of all 
Creation. And as I have learned here through many a trial 
and experience, we belong to the Lord in life and in 
death. Nothing at all can separate us from God. So I go 
with God and charge you to do the same, and if we don't 
meet up again until the Kingdom is fulfilled, I will plan on 
feasting at the great banquet Table with you all at that 
time.

Blessings and love always,
Pastor Larry Cameron



In honor of Pastor Appreciation Month in October, 
consider: We don't change the message; the message 
changes us. You probably won’t like all your pastor’s sermons or 
newsletter columns. But instead of complaining, ponder that 
something may rub you the wrong way because God is trying to 
change you. Keep an open mind and heart.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3
In 1936, a group of pastors launched World-Wide Communion Day. Amid 
the Great Depression, they were looking for a way to meet people’s 
spiritual needs and unite Christians in their dedication to Christ.

The observance, now known as World Communion Sunday, is held on 
the first Sunday of October. For eight decades, it has served as a 
reminder that Christians around the globe share the same meal in 
remembrance of Jesus. Published in: October 2016*

During this pandemic, we continue to use self-contained, all in one, 
prepacked wafers and juice sets. We also wear masks, social distance, 
take temperatures, and have sanitizing stations at every door for your safety.

Pastor Larry’s 8th Anniversary
10-1-21



UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, OUR 
BIRTHDAY BASH

IS ON HOLD. BUT DO KEEP 
OUR BIRTHDAY PEOPLE IN

YOUR THOUGHTS & PRAYERS.

1 Pastor Larry &
      Bethany Union Church (8 years)

4 Jan & Tom Winski
25 Ellen & Curt Villanova

Our dear friend, Faye Bonner, went home to the Father, Monday, September 
13, 2021. Lady Faye (as she was known) celebrated her 89th birthday in July
and would have celebrated her 13th anniversary with Bethany Union Church 
in December. Please keep her family and friends in your prayers.

Also, please keep the following people and intentions 
in your thoughts and prayers: Pastor Larry, Michael 
Rudd, and Caden John; in thanksgiving for all of our 
blessings; for families who are suffering from loss 
and hardships; from death, jobs, COVID, violence, 
and circumstances beyond their control. Please pray 
for your Bethany Union Church as we move forward through Fall into 2022.

2 LeeAnn Thornton2 LeeAnn Thornton2 LeeAnn Thornton
4 Tom Winski
2 LeeAnn Thorn
4 Tom Winski4 Tom Winski
5 Jean Magee-Moore
44  TToomm  WWiinnsskkii
5 Jean Mageee55 JJeeaann MMaaggeeee-MooreMM

10 Nick Charles
5 Jean Mageee MMoooo

10 Nick Charles1100 NNiickk CChharlles

11 Jack Voigt 1111 Jack VoigtJack Voigt
15 Tyler Charles 
11 gJack Voigt 
151155 TylerTTyylleerr CharlesCChhaarrlleess
21 Jessica Greene
15 Tyler Charles 
21 Jessica Greene21 Jessica Greene
23 Ophelia Carlton
2211 JJeessssiiccaa GGrreeeennee
23 Ophelia Carlton2233 OOphhelliia CCarllton

“It is in your hands to create a better world for all who live in it.”
-Nelson Mandela*



A Special Thank You to Dr. Karen White, Ms. D'Shara Shells, and the TEECH 
Foundation Staff for enforcing the safety 
protocols through this pandemic. Bethany Union 
Church, members & staff, and all the guests using 
our facility stay well and safe as we move through 
these uncertain and precarious times. When not in 
pandemic mode, TEECH sponsors monthly activities 
to strengthen the community and those they serve.

The TEECH Foundation provides a comprehensive 
recovery program throughout the far Southside. We 
are proud to have them here at Bethany Union 
Church. Additionally, the Foundation is an advocate 
for the children in the Southside communities it 
serves. They’ve recently made our own Shoop 
Academy a focus, with Back to School supplies and 
clothing, and now with their Coat Drive. While the 
Fundraiser Raffle is over, TEECH welcomes 
contributions.

While the children at Shoop are not the only children 
they have taken under their wing, we are grateful to 
TEECH for considering them as important as we do 
with our benevolence programs for Shoop 
Academy.

Learn from Leaves As you’re enjoying the fall colors and 
sipping apple cider, ponder this saying: “Autumn shows us 
how beautiful it is to let things go.”

When leaves stop producing chlorophyll, they turn vibrant 
shades of yellow, orange, and red. This yearly spectacle 
makes way for the leaves to let go and fall. It also serves as a 
good reminder of things we may need to drop: clutter around 
the home, a desire for control, commitments that no longer 
bring joy, personal expectations that cause added stress, a need to always be right, and so on.

Just as the Israelites had to let go of their past as slaves in Egypt and Saul-turned-Paul had to abandon 
his persecuting ways, we, too, can let go of what weighs us down and gets in the way of God’s best for 
our lives. Embrace Fall as a season of change and see just how beautiful it is to let things go!

—Janna Firestone*

T.E.E.C.H.
FOUNDATION
COAT DRIVE

Dr. Karen White (224) 406-3798 
svdbygraceandmercy@sbcglobal.comCONTACT:

A FUNDRAISER DRAWING WAS 
HELD SEPTEMBER 28, 2021.

CONTRIBUTIONS ARE
STILL WELCOME.



Bethany Union Church DONE & TO-DO Lists!
If you haven’t driven down 103rd Street at night, you’re missing out. Last 
month, the parking lot sign received a facelift when the fluorescent bulbs 
were replaced by LED’s. Bethany Union shines from heaven (Steeple) to 
earth (Parking Lot sign.) Be sure to take a look.

The old youth room on the 2nd floor Eastside (you can see it from the 
Sanctuary) has a glass wall, and in the winter, the room is a freezer. Now 
that we are using the space for JETY Children’s Care, we have received 
Trustee approval to replace the windows with more energy-efficient and 
practical windows. PK Construction will begin the work on November 8th.

We are preparing for winter and have scheduled cleaning and turn up of the 
Sanctuary boiler in late October. Additionally, our piano and organ are 

expected to be tuned and serviced in the November time frame.

Chuck Diddia
House Chairman

Stewardship 2022 It does not seem possible that October is here already, but it is! October is 
traditionally the kick-off of our Stewardship Campaign for the following year. In this case, 2022. Next year 
has the potential of being a very important year in the life of Bethany Union Church. We will be 
celebrating our 150th anniversary and potentially returning to Fellowship after worship. Due to Covid 
restrictions, our boards and committees have not been able to meet. Therefore, our Trustees have not 
yet begun the tasks associated with Finance and Stewardship. 

As your Treasurer, I have been thinking about all things financial. The church is currently on a solid 
financial footing, which is a good thing. So, until the Trustees can get organized and begin meeting 
(Covid permitting), I am going to suggest for your planning purposes that everyone continues to give at 
your 2021 rate. If there is any way to increase your giving, that could go a long way toward making 2022 
an even more memorable year. At some point, I am sure that you will be receiving “Giving” cards in the 
mail.  Please return them promptly.

Thank You
Chuck Diddia
Treasurer, Bethany Union Church



*Articles from Newsletter Newsletter, September & October 2021

What God Is Like*

Before her death in 2019, Rachel Held Evans started writing a book with her young children in mind. 
The goal was to help them explore images for God, who is love. What Is God Like? (co-authored by 
Matthew 
Turner) acknowledges, “That’s a very big question, one that people from places all around the world 
have wondered about since the beginning of time.” The book highlights such biblical images for God 
as 
an eagle, a shepherd, a fort, wind, an artist, a “strong and safe” mother, and a “gentle and safe” 
father.

Just as Evans remained open to questions as a means to grow in faith, her book concludes: “Keep 
searching. Keep wondering. … But whenever you aren’t sure what God is like, think about 
what 
makes you feel safe … brave … loved. That’s what God is like.” What images for God come to 
your mind? Indeed, what is God like — for you?
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Serving the best pizza 
on the South Side!

Phone (773) 445-4010
Fax (773) 445-2511

10945 S. Western Ave. • Chicago, IL 60643

SOUTHTOWN HEALTH 
FOODS, INC.

Serving greater 
Chicago 
for over 62 years

Open Mon-Sat 9:30-5:30, Thurs. til 8 pm

We accept all major credit cards

www.southtownhealthfoods.com 
For Current Sales & Info

2100 W. 95th St. • 773-233-1856

10258 SouthWeStern Ave. 

ChiCAgo, illinoiS 60643

1908 WeSt 103rd Street 

ChiCAgo, illinoiS 60643

Tel: 773-239-2265

TRU-GUARD, INC.
Specializing In

* Wrought Iron Fences

* Railing * Gates

Call John Brooks
Home 779-8820

Business 568-5264

Do you have room in your heart and home to 
support an adult with Intellectual/Developmental 
Disability? To learn more about adult foster care 
options, please contact LaTunya Anderson at 

Envision Unlimited at 312-874-1199

(773) 238-5576

10800 S. Western Ave.

HEATING AND COOLING

773-233-7999
708-671-0813

 

 
Bethany Union Church • 1750 W 103rd St.

 
Dr. K White CADC, NCRS, RCT • (224) 406-3798 

De’Shara Shells CPC, RC • (312) 539-5263

 Addiction IOP/BOP • DUI 
Anger Management • Mental Health  

Parenting • Recovery Oriented Systems 
(ROSC) • Recovery Support Services

Contact John Delahunty  
to place an ad today!  
jdelahunty@4LPi.com 

or (800) 477-4574 x6657


