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Death as an Enemy�

Imagine their surprise when he tells them a few days later that Lazarus is 

dead and that it’s time to visit his grave. Jesus knew what he was going 

to do. Yet when he was met by a distraught Mary and her weeping com-

panions, he did not rebuke them for crying. He did not say they should 

wear white and rejoice that their brother had finally gone home to heav-

en. No, he wept with them.�

Some people accept death as a natural part of human life. Others think 

death to be merely a portal to eternity. Jesus saw death as an enemy. His 

Father had never intended for us to experience it. In fact, he forbade 

Adam and Eve only one thing � a fruit that would make them subject to 

it. Death came into the world through the envy of the devil, not through 

the plan of God. Death wrenches soul from body. It rips loved ones from 

the embrace of their families. So in the presence of those wounded by 

death’s sting, Jesus weeps.�

Jesus’ miracles in the gospels always spring from his compassion for the 

suffering. But he always has more in mind than helping just the victim 

lying before him. His miraculous works in John’s gospel are called signs 

because they point beyond themselves to something even greater he will 

do to gain a greater benefit for all.�

This is why Jesus allowed Lazarus to die in the first place. Because 

when he called him forth from the tomb, Jesus was making clear why he 

had come. His teaching was of course sublime. And his cures were life�

changing. But wise and healthy people still face the horror of death. If 

Jesus were really the savior, he had to save us from the grave. And the 

salvation would have to be a permanent one. Lazarus’ resuscitation was 

only a stay of execution. A few years later, the mourners would have to 

assemble around his bedside once again.�

Resurrection & the Life�

So, in the presence of the great crowd assembled for the funeral, Jesus 

called Lazarus out of the tomb. This demonstration of Jesus’ power over 

death was a sign of his own coming resurrection, and of Lazarus’s and 

ours as well.�

This is the last recorded miracle or “sign” in John’s gospel. Jesus knew it 

would be. You and I might expect that the news of this miracle, brought 

back to Jerusalem by numerous eye�witnesses, would lead to the ac-

ceptance of Jesus as Lord and Messiah. But the Lord knew it would have 

the exact opposite effect. It demonstrated to his enemies just how great a 

threat he was. They had to act fast to stop this sort of thing from getting 

out of hand.�

But that was all part of his plan. For he was in total control. He planned 

to lay his life down willingly, to experience the horrible torture of cruci-

fixion, the bitter wrenching of body from soul and friend from friend. He 

was willing to do this because by means of it, he knew he would accom-

plish more for us than he had for Lazarus�a victory over death that 

would last forever.�

This article on the raising or resuscitation of Lazarus as a sign of the resurrec-

tion is a reflection on the readings for the fifth (5th) Sunday of Lent, Cycle A 

(Ezekiel 37, 12�14; Psalm 130; Romans 8, 8�11;�John 11: 1�45). �These readings 

on death and life are also used for the third scrutiny in RCIA, and therefore may 

be used on the 5th Sunday of Lent in years A and B.�

Some find it hard to accept that God would love some people more than 

others. That wouldn’t be fair, they say.�

Jesus, Friend of Lazarus�

But God became man. If he did not love some more than others, Jesus 

wouldn’t be fully human. For human beings have family and friends. 

While we can do good and even risk our lives for a stranger, we have 

special bonds of intimacy and affection with a rather small circle. Out of 

twelve, Jesus had one especially beloved. In the Gospel of this beloved 

disciple, we learn that Jesus had one family who was particularly be-

loved in this way. The family was that of Mary, Martha, and their broth-

er Lazarus.�

So it was a surprise to all that Jesus did not come immediately when he 

heard that Lazarus was ill. Of course he was a busy man. But Jesus had 

dropped everything many times before to heal strangers. This, on the 

other hand, was one of his dearest friends. Not to worry, he explained to 

his disciples. This sickness would not end in death.�
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NOTES FROM THE PASTOR�

THERE WAS A GREAT SADNESS THIS WEEKEND 

IN MY HEART�

�

Funny how a few weeks can change 

everything for what was normal and 

for the many things planned and antic-

ipated! The weekend of March 20 �22 

was a packed�filled weekend for me 

that was greatly anticipated. I was 

scheduled to go on a Carmelite Retreat 

in Pittsburgh starting Friday afternoon 

and lasting until Sunday morning with 

the celebration of Mass and renewal of 

promises to the Secular Order of Discalced Carmelite for which I have been a member 

of for nearly 20 years. From the retreat Saturday evening, I was to be present at the 

Oakmont Country Club to receive the “Spirit of Saint Joseph Award” from my high 

school in a banquet ceremony. Following the retreat, I had tickets Sunday afternoon to 

watch the Penguins take on the Washington Capitals at the “Paint” and then return 

home to begin the two�day Conference and Anointing Mass in honor of Saint Pere-

grine at Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton… The Second Annual gathering of those suffering 

from Cancer. Sure, that is a lot to pack into one weekend, however, that is kind of nor-

mal for me these days as a priest in 20/20. All that planning and preparing was for not 

when all non�essential gatherings and businesses were forced to close due to COVID �

19. So I felt the effect of my whole spiritual, social and devotional plans go for not, all 

in one wave of the hand and in concern of spreading the virus. Not only was this in-

credible weekend taken away but I stayed home to prepare, for the first time in my 

priesthood, to offer Sunday Mass, in my parish church, without the joy and the com-

fort of a pew filled church! �

The words to the song form the musical Le Miséra-

bles came to mind:�

There's a grief that can't be spoken,�

There's a pain goes on and on. �

Empty chairs at empty tables,�

Now my friends are gone …..�

It was an eerie feeling that overwhelmed me with a 

spiritual sadness that I could not shake from my mind, heart or soul.�

I, of course, understand the reasoning and the importance of the suspension of Sacred 

Mass and the need to not gather socially and to keep a safe social distance in this Cri-

sis but my eyes were blurry… I had to close and shut them and clear the vision with 

my tears in order to get back to the sense of following the Lord with 20/20 Vision! �

As I write to you this morning, in my pastor’s notes for the bulletin that will represent 

the second week without congregational Mass, I 

thought that it was time to get back to the 12 steps 

of Humility articles I suspended last week for the 

sake of all the announcements concerning... a life 

without a physical community. When I looked at 

the next step (4) I realized how appropriate it is and 

how it may really be the step we need the most to 

concentrate on at this hour in our Lenten Journey:�

Step 4: Embrace Suffering Patiently and Obedi-

ently � This step is achieved when one, under  

obedience, patiently and quietly endures all things that are inflicted on him.��It should 

make no difference whether the trials are painful, unjust or even completely beyond 

his understanding; he should neither tire nor give up.�

“For he that will save his life shall lose it: and he that shall lose his life for my sake, 

shall find it”�(Matthew 16:24�25)�
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This step of Humility challenges us to accept the temporary quarantine on our human 

and spiritual lives. Our Superiors have spoken, in order to protect the vulnerable from 

COVID�19 and the spread of the virus that will over take our health system, banning 

us from the normalcy and the freedom of our social and spiritual lives! This kind of 

obedience has been frustrating, unbelievable and unjust in many ways to the very free-

dom for which we claim as a country. It is hard to understand, or even know if the sus-

pension of our lives is necessary or over reaction. It is a burden on our mental state and 

surely has interjected fear and anxiety. �

So, in HUMILITY we will endure it QUIETLY and PATIENTLY as a necessary IN-

FLICTION and TRIAL that calls for  self�sacrifice. Humility quiets the soul and 

gives up freedoms and pleasures because one is asked to do so by authorities. It does 

not need to be debated or justified or even praised as a great act of honor, or social jus-

tice, or Christian witness but just because those who are placed above us ask for our 

cooperation in the asking. �

Jesus says: “Ask and what you need will be given to you.” Humility then asks not for safety or a quick end of the suspension 

of our lives but for the virtues to endure it! �

Patience � have you been able to endure this with a peace�filled heart?�

�� Has anxiety filled your heart during the suspension of your normal life?�

�� Have the close quarters of family living (kids home and nowhere to take them) getting on your nerves?�

�� Do you feel like there is no end in sight?�

�� Are you getting irritated by each report that limits your movement and makes you fearful for your health?�

If you have felt this way then praying for patience is to ask God to see things in His time. To pay attention to the present mo-

ment… The people who are there in your midst… the prayers you now have time to offer … And to appreciate what is so 

easily taken for granted.�

A Still heart bestow in me O Lord.” Have you been able to endure all of this Quietly?�

�� Without complaint?�

�� Without blame of others?�

�� Without judgement on decision made�

�� Without criticism of those who do seem to take it seriously?�

�� Without criticism of those who seem to take it too seriously?�

Solution: “Jesus I Trust in You.”�

The responsorial to the psalm at Mass this past Sunday stated our Claim: �

“THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD, NOTHING SHALL I WANT.�

Simply said this step of Humility asked us to give up our lives (as we know them) and take on the role of sheep following the 

one voice of love, truth and guidance, Jesus the Lord! In all trials and tribulations, we must continue to pray:�

“JESUS, I TRUST IN YOU”�

You alone O Lord are the Way the Truth and the Life!! Guide me, lead me, love me through this as your loving servant do-

ing your will for me!!�

Let us use this pandemic to grow in Humility and conquer step Four!!! �

P.S.: WAIT TILL YOU SEE WHAT STEP FIVE IS!!!! �

LOTS OF HELP TO GET US THROUGH � I have set up a You Tube channel 

for the purpose of connecting and directing you through, what could be a spiritually 

challenged time. Along with another You Tube Channel we created through Saint Eliza-

beth Ann Seton, Father Roniel and I will provide you with the Sacred Sunday Mass as 

well as spiritual and devotional messages to help through the crisis which calls us to 

adhere to Safe Practices. “OSM” is our spiritually safe mode to get through the fears and 

challenges of the virus but also to give us a safe way to continue being community, fam-

ily and sharers in the Lord as His Church. New Videos will be aired every Tuesday and 

Thursday along with 8:00 am broadcast of the weekend Mass on Sundays! As long as 

we are operating in safe mode (F8) we will be there to help with the challenges of coping without and longing for our Faith 

Community!!!�
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“...OFFERING OF MASS BY PARISH PRIESTS IN 

PRIVATE…”�

Bishop Malesic is asking that priests continue to offer Mass daily 

in private for all previously scheduled parish Mass intentions,�as 

well as offering additional prayers at these Masses for the 

protection of our flock during this time of crisis. �

Sunday,  March 29�

��James Moran (Michelle)�

��Dolores Koluder (Morrison)�

��Arlene Porter (JoAnne & Terrie)�

Monday, March 30�

��Alice/George Lopit (Talko) �

Tuesday,  March 31�

��Millie Simon (Bartok) �

Wednesday, April 1�

��Nicholas Colinear (Dave & Gerry)�

Thursday, April 2�

��Bart Cornali (Family)�

Friday, April 3�

��William H. & Jennie Mae Hensler (Great Grandchildren)�

Saturday,  April 4�

��Patrick Lavelle (Anne) �

��Rose Povirk & Family (Torok Family)�

Sunday,  April 5�

��Paula Shopes (Palmer)�

��Anna & Andrew Kazimir & Children (Christiana); �

��Our Parish Family�

The days in which there are two scheduled masses and for Sunday 

Masses, these masses will be rescheduled to enable Father John 

and Father Roniel to say these.�

�

Sanctuary Candle: In Memory of  Mary Schilling from Bob 

and Mary Rodgers�

�

Easter Flame Candle: In Memory of Rudolph Roitz, J r .�

�

Divine Mercy Candle: In Memory of Pilipovich and Delaney 

Families by Family�

�

St. Peregrine Candle: Special Intentions Ed Niespodzianski by 

Sister�

�

Altar Candles for the month of March: In memory of Mary 

Jane Lutz by Frank & Elaine Rizzi  �

�

Sunday Readings   �

    Fifth Sunday of Lent�

Ezekiel�  � 37:12�14�

Romans� � 8:8�11�

John� � 11:1�45�

    Palm Sunday �

Matthew�  � 21:1�11�

Isaiah� � 50:4�7�

Philippians� � 2:6�11�

�

Prayers and Sympathy�

Please pray for all the faithful departed. May they rest in peace.�

�

Stewardship Corner:�

Our Time, Talent and Treasure are the gifts we share.�

Sunday Offertory:�

The Week of March 15, 2020���������������������������������������$13,087.71�

Below are the links for the You Tube Broadcasts and 

messages from Father John and Father Roniel.  If you 

are getting this as a paper copy, simply type the web 

address into your web browser.  To open press the 

“Ctrl” key and click with your mouse or copy and paste 

into your web browser.�

To receive the Daily Reflections from Father Roniel; messages 

from Father John and Father Roniel, please sign up for Flock 

Notes  at:�

www.flocknote.com�

�

A wonderful way for all of us to stay in touch and keep our flock 

together.�

I hope you are staying well during these uncertain days.� I 

already miss the kids! We have a plan for Flexible 

Instructional Days/Remote Learning. �It was written in the 

fall and approved by Dr. Marsteller, our superintendent.� The 

faculty and I discussed implementation after we used our 

built�in snow days.� We never dreamed it would be needed 

for a pandemic.� The teachers and I will be available from 

9:00 AM�3:00 PM via email for any assistance and questions 

that you may have.  The building and the gym will be closed 

beginning March 17

th

 

until March 

29

th

.� This date is 

subject to change.�

�All of you are in our 

thoughts and 

prayers.� Please 

remind your children 

to say their daily 

prayers.� God bless 

you and your 

families.� �

MASS SCHEDULE�

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER JOHN AND 

FATHER RONIEL 

A MESSAGE FROM QUEEN OF ANGELS 

CORNER 

You Tube:  Operation Safe Mode with �

Father John Moineau��

Immaculate Conception:  �

https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UC4QCmUJLBYVm�K478GKljIQ �

You Tube:  Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton��

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_iMZiV0lAPc �
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Stations of the Cross � When, Where & Why �

Lent is a time for reflections, renewal of covenant, and revival of spirit (When & Where)�

LBCD EF G DEHB IJK KBILBMDEJCF, KBCBNGL JI MJOBCGCD, GCP KBOEOGL JI FQEKED (WSBC T WSBKB)�

This year we will have the opportunity to publically profess our faith by walking and praying the Stations of the Cross near the 

beginning of Lent.�

“If anyone wishes to come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.” (Luke 9:23)�

You are welcome to come and join us as we take this walk � stopping at each station for prayer and meditation. This can be a 

moving experience for individuals or families. Please plan to prayerfully participate in this very personal walk with Jesus. Come, 

just as you are.�

How did these Stations come to be? (Why)�

From the earliest of days, followers of Jesus told the story of his passion, death and resurrection. Pilgrims to Jerusalem were anx-

ious to see the sites where Jesus was. These sites become important personal connections with Jesus. After many years and people 

moving around, it was no longer easy or even possible to visit the holy sites. By the 1500’s, people all over the world started cre-

ating “replicas” of the places along the route in Jerusalem. Eventually, these shrines became the 14 stations we now know and 

celebrate.�

You may be wondering why the sites are called Stations of the Cross. The word station comes from the Latin word that means to 

stand. We are walking from Christ’s trial to His crucifixion at Calvary and we stop and stand at certain sites (stations) that com-

memorate various events that took place along the way. As you come to each station, you stop, pray, read the scriptures, pray the 

prayers, and contemplate the situation before moving on. As you walk from one station to the next, your walking becomes a devo-

tional act, because you are walking with Jesus as He walks to Calvary.�

On the pages that follow you will find the 14 Stations of the Cross with pictures, the story associated with each station, prayers 

and meditations.�

14 Stations of the Cross�

F2345 S565278 � J:4;4 24 <78=:>8:= 57 =:65?�

Story: Jesus stands in the most human of places. He has already exper ienced profound solidar ity with so 

many on this earth, by being beaten and tortured. Now he is wrongfully condemned to punishment by death. 

His commitment to entering our lives completely begins its final steps. He has said “yes” to God and placed 

his life in God’s hands. We follow him in this final surrender, and contemplate with reverence each place 

along the way, as he is broken and given for us.�

Prayer: We adore you, O Chr ist, and we bless you, because by your holy cross you have redeemed the 

world.�

Meditation: As I view the scene, I become moved by both outrage and gratitude. I look at Jesus. His 

face, the crown of thorns, the blood, His clothes stuck to the wounds on his back. Pilate washes his hands of 

the whole affair. Jesus’ hands are tied behind his back.�

This is for me that I might be free that I might have eternal life.�

�

As the journey begins I ask to be with Jesus, to follow his journey. I express my love and thanks.�

S:<78= S565278 � J:4;4 <6332:4 H24 <3744�

Story: Jesus is made to car ry the cross on which he will die. It represents the weight of all our  crosses. What he must have 

felt as he first took it upon his shoulders! With each step he enters more deeply into our human experience. He walks in the path of 

human misery and suffering, and experiences its crushing weight.�

Prayer: We adore you, O Chr ist, and we bless you, because by your  holy cross you have redeemed the 

world.�

Meditation: I contemplate the wood of that cross. I imagine how heavy it is. I  reflect upon all it means that 

Jesus is carrying it.�

I look into his eyes. It’s all there. This is for me. So I place myself with him in this journey, in its anguish, in his freedom and 

surrender, in the love that must fill his heart.�

�

With sorrow and gratitude, I continue the journey. Moved by the power of his love, I am drawn to him and ex-

press my love in the words that come to me.�



T?23= S565278 � J:4;4 A6BB4 5?: A2345 52>:�

Story: The weight is unbearable. Jesus falls under  it. How could he enter  our  lives completely without 

surrendering to the crushing weight of the life of so many on this earth! He lays on the ground and knows the 

experience of weakness beneath unfair burdens. He feels the powerlessness of wondering if he will ever be able 

to continue. He is pulled up and made to continue.�

Prayer: We adore you, O Chr ist, and we bless you, because by your  holy  cross you have redeemed the 

world.�

Meditation: I stare at the weakness in his eyes. I can look at his whole body and see the exhaustion. As I 

behold him there on the ground, being roughly pulled up, I know forever how profoundly he understands my 

fatigue and my defeats.�

This is for me. In grief and gratitude I want to let him remain there. As I watch him stand again and gain an inner strength, I ac-

cept his love and express my thanks.�

�

F7;35? S565278 � J:4;4 >::54 ?24 >75?:3�

Story: Jesus’ path takes him to a powerful source of his strength to continue. All his life, his mother had taught 

him the meaning of the words, “Behold, the handmaid of the Lord.” Now they look into each other’s eyes. How 

pierced� through her heart must be! How pained he must be to see her tears! Now, her grace�filled smile blesses 

his mission and stirs his heart to its depth. Love and trust in God bind them together.�

Prayer: We adore you, O Chr ist, and we bless you, because by your  holy cross you have redeemed the 

world.�

Meditation: As I watch them in this place along the way, I contemplate the mystery of love’s power to 

give strength. She knows the sorrow in every mother’s heart who has lost a child to tragedy or violence. I look 

at the two of them very carefully and long for such love and such peace.�

This is for me, such incredible freedom, the availability of a servant. I find the words to express what is in my heart.�

�

F2A5? S565278 � SEHJC JI CVKBCB SBLQF JBFWF DJ MGKKV SEF MKJFF�

Story: Jesus even exper iences our  struggle to receive help. He is made to exper ience the pover ty of not 

being able to carry his burden alone. He enters into the experience of all who must depend upon others to sur-

vive. He is deprived of the satisfaction of carrying this burden on his own.�

Prayer: We adore you, O Chr ist, and we bless you, because by your  holy cross you have redeemed the 

world.�

Meditation: I look into his face and contemplate his struggle, His wear iness and fragility, His impotence. I 

see how he looks at Simon, with utmost humility  and gratitude.�

This is for me. So I feel anguish and gratitude. I express my thanks that he can continue this journey. That he 

has help. That he knows my inability to carry my burden alone. �

�

I say what is in my heart, with deep feeling.�

S2C5? S565278 � V:3782<6 E2F:4 5?: A6<: 7A J:4;4�

Story: Jesus’ journey is at times brutal. He has entered into the terrible experiences of rejection and injustice. 

He has been whipped and beaten. His face shows the signs of his solidarity with all who have ever suffered 

injustice and vile, abusive treatment. He encounters a compassionate, loving disciple who wipes the vulgar spit 

and mocking blood from his face. On her veil, she discovers the image of his face � his gift to her, and, for us to 

contemplate forever.�

Prayer: We adore you, O Chr ist, and we bless you, because by your  holy cross you have redeemed the 

world.�

Meditation: What does the face of Jesus hold for  me? What do I see, as I look deeply into his face? Can I 

try to comfort the agony and pain? Can I embrace him, with his face so covered with his passion?�

The veil I behold is a true icon of his gift of himself. This is for me. In wonder  and awe, I behold his face now wiped clean, and see 

the depth of his suffering in solidarity with all flesh.�

�

�
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Story: Even with help, Jesus stumbles and falls to the ground. In deep exhaustion he stares at the earth beneath 

him. “Remember, you are dust and to dust you will return.” He has seen death before. Now he can feel the pro-

found weakness of disability and disease and aging itself, there on his knees, under the weight of his cross.�

Prayer: We adore you, O Chr ist, and we bless you, because by your  holy cross you have redeemed the 

world.�

Meditation: I contemplate Jesus brought very low. As I behold him there on the ground, with all the agony 

taking its toll on him, I let my heart go out to him. I store up this image in my heart, knowing that I will never feel 

alone in my suffering or in any diminishment, with this image of Jesus on the ground before me.�

This is for me, so I express the feelings in my heart.�

�

E2H?5? S565278 � J:4;4 >::54 5?: E7>:8 7A J:3;46B:>�

Story: The women of Jerusalem, and their  children, come out to comfor t and thank him. They had seen 

his compassion and welcomed his words of healing and freedom. He had broken all kinds of social and reli-

gious conventions to connect with them. Now they are here to support him. He feels their grief. He suffers, 

knowing he can’t remain to help them more in this life. He knows the mystery of facing the separation of death.�

Prayer: We adore you, O Chr ist, and we bless you, because by your holy cross you have redeemed the 

world.�

Meditation: I look at their  faces so full of love and gratitude, loss and fear . I contemplate what words 

might have passed between them. I remember all his tender, compassionate, merciful love for me. I place my-

self with these women and children to support him.�

This is for me. So, I let this scene stir up deep gratitude.�

�

N285? S565278 � J:4;4 A6BB4 6 5?23= 52>:�

Story: This last fall is devastating. Jesus can barely proceed to the end. Summoning all this remaining 

strength supported by his inner trust in God, Jesus collapses under the weight of the cross. His executioners 

look at him as a broken man, pathetic yet paying a price he deserves. They help him up so he can make it up the 

hill of crucifixion.�

Prayer: We adore you, O Chr ist, and we bless you, because by your  holy cross you have redeemed the 

world.�

Meditation: I pause to contemplate him there on the ground: The brokenness that makes me whole; the 

surrender that gives me life. I pause to experience and receive how completely he loves me. He is indeed com-

pletely poured out for me.�

As I treasure this gifted experience, I express what is in my heart.�

�

�

T:85? S565278 � J:4;4’ <B75?:4 63: 56K:8 6E6L�

Story: Par t of the indignity is to be crucified naked. Jesus is completely str ipped of any pr ide. The wounds 

on his back are torn open again. He experiences the ultimate vulnerability of the defenseless. No shield or securi-

ty protects him. As they stare at him, his eyes turn to heaven.�

Prayer: We adore you, O Chr ist, and we bless you, because by your  holy cross you have redeemed the 

world.�

Meditation: I pause to watch the str ipping. I contemplate all that is taken from him and how he faces his 

death with such nakedness. I reflect upon how much of himself he has revealed to me holding nothing back.�

As I look at him in his humility, I know that this is for me, and I share my feelings of gratitude.�

�

�

�
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Story: Huge nails are hammered through his hands and feet to fix him on the cross. He is bleeding much more ser iously 

now. As the cross is lifted up, the weight of his life hangs on those nails. Every time he struggles to pull himself up to breathe, 

his ability to cling to life slips away.�

Prayer: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, because by your  holy cross you have redeemed the  world.�

Meditation: I make myself watch the nails being dr iven through his flesh. And I watch his face. I contemplate the com-

pleteness of his entry into our lives. Can there be any pain or agony he would not understand?�

This is for me, nailed to a cross to forever proclaim liberty to captives. What sorrow and gratitude fill my heart!�

�

�
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Story: Between two cr iminals, a mocking title above his head, with only Mary and John and Mary Magdalene to 

support him, Jesus surrenders his last breath: “Into your hands I commend my spirit.”�

Prayer: We adore you, O Chr ist, and we bless you, because by your  holy cross you have redeemed the wor ld.�

Meditation: I stand there, at the foot of the cross, side by side with all of humanity, and behold our  salvation. I car e-

fully watch and listen to all that is said. And then, I experience the one who gives life pass from life to death, for me. I con-

sole Mary and John and Mary. And let them console me.�

This is the hour to express the deepest feelings within me.�

�

�

�
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Story: What tender  mourning! Jesus’ lifeless body lies in his mother’s arms. He has truly died…A profound 

sacrifice, complete.�

Prayer: We adore you, O Chr ist, and we bless you, because by your  holy cross you have redeemed the 

world.�

Meditation: I behold this scene at the foot of the cross. I contemplate touching, caressing his body. I re-

member all his hands have touched, all who have been blessed by his warm embrace. I pause to let it soak in. 

He knows the mystery of death. He has fallen into God’s hands.�

That I might love as I have been loved. I pour out my heart to the God of all mercies.�

�
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Story: They take the body of Jesus to its resting place. The huge stone over  the tomb is the final sign of the 

permanence of death. In this final act of surrender, who would have imagined this tomb would soon be empty or 

that Jesus would show himself alive to his disciples, or that they would recognize him in the breaking of bread? 

Oh, that our hearts might burn within us, as we realize how he had to suffer and die so as to enter into his glory, 

for us.�

Prayer: We adore you, O Chr ist, and we bless you, because by your  holy cross you have redeemed the 

world.�

Meditation: I pause to contemplate this act of closure on his life. In solidar ity with all humanity, his body is 

taken to its grave.�

I stand for a moment outside this tomb. This final journey of his life has shown me the meaning of his gift of himself for me. This 

tomb represents every tomb I stand before with fear, in defeat, struggling to believe it could ever be empty.�

In the fullness of faith in the Risen One I express my gratitude for this way of the cross. I ask Jesus, whose hands, feet and side still 

bear the signs of this journey, to grant me the graces I need to take up my cross to be a servant of his own mission.�
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 HYMN                                                                                                   Take Up Your Cross 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COLLECT 

O God, who delight in innocence and restore it, 

direct the hearts of your servants to yourself, 

that, caught up in the fire of your Spirit, 

we may be found steadfast in faith 

and effective in works. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

FIRST READING                                                                    Ezekiel 37:12-14  

 

Thus says the Lord GOD:  

O my people, I will open your graves and have you rise from them,  

and bring you back to the land of Israel. 

Then you shall know that I am the LORD,  

when I open your graves and have you rise from them, O my people! 

I will put my spirit in you that you may live,  

and I will settle you upon your land;  

thus you shall know that I am the LORD. 

I have promised, and I will do it, says the LORD. 

 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 



FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT� MARCH 29, 2020�

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                                      Psalm 130 

                                           Michel Guimont 

 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD; LORD, hear my voice! 

Let your ears be attentive to my voice in supplication.  

 

If you, O LORD, mark iniquities, LORD, who can stand? 

But with you is forgiveness, that you may be revered.  

 

I trust in the LORD; my soul trusts in his word. 

More than sentinels wait for the dawn, let Israel wait for the LORD. 

 

For with the LORD is kindness and with him is plenteous redemption; 

And he will redeem Israel from all their iniquities.  

 

SECOND READING                                                 Romans 8:8-11  

Brothers and sisters: Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

But you are not in the flesh;  on the contrary, you are in the spirit,  

if only the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Whoever does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 

But if Christ is in you,  although the body is dead because of sin,  

the spirit is alive because of righteousness. 

If the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you,  

the one who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also,  

through his Spirit dwelling in you. 

 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL  READING                                         John 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45  

 

The sisters of Lazarus sent word to Jesus, saying, "Master, the one you love is ill." 

When Jesus heard this he said, "This illness is not to end in death,   

but is for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified through it." 

Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 

So when he heard that he was ill,  he remained for two days in the place where he was. 

Then after this he said to his disciples, "Let us go back to Judea." 

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 

When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went to meet him;  but Mary sat at home. 

Martha said to Jesus,  "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 

But even now I know that whatever you ask of God, God will give you." 

Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise."  

Martha said, "I know he will rise, in the resurrection on the last day." 

Jesus told her, "I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, and 

everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" 

She said to him, "Yes, Lord. I have come to believe that you are the Christ,  

the Son of God, the one who is coming into the world." 

He became perturbed and deeply troubled, and said,  "Where have you laid him?" 

They said to him, "Sir, come and see." And Jesus wept.  



"Could not the one who opened the eyes of the blind man  

have done something so that this man would not have died?" 

So Jesus, perturbed again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay across it. 

Jesus said, "Take away the stone." Martha, the dead man's sister, said to him,  

"Lord, by now there will be a stench; he has been dead for four days." 

Jesus said to her, "Did I not tell you that if you believe  you will see the glory of God?" 

So they took away the stone.  

And Jesus raised his eyes and said,  "Father, I thank you for hearing me.  

I know that you always hear me; but because of the crowd here I have said this,   

that they may believe that you sent me." 

And when he had said this, He cried out in a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!" 

The dead man came out, tied hand and foot with burial bands,   

and his face was wrapped in a cloth. So Jesus said to them, "Untie him and let him go." 

Now many of the Jews who had come to Mary  

and seen what he had done began to believe in him. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

 

PRAYER TO MAKE A SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 

I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Nev-

er permit me to be separated from You. Amen.  

 

HYMN            Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music in this worship aid is reprinted, with permission, from One-License A-720227. 
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SUPPORT OUR LOCAL 
ADVERTISERS
Our advertisers need your help during 
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Please show your support for 
your parish by also supporting our 
advertisers. We wouldn’t be able to 
bring you our bulletin every week 
without them, and right now they 
need your help more than ever. Please 
encourage and remind others to show 
their support and shop local during 
these hard times!

LITURGICAL LIFE
QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 
!"#$%&'()*$+,$-"&*+'%-'.&/&0%')"1'.&+2-"1'%-'30*$2%4*&

First Reading
During the dark days of Israel’s exile in Babylon, the prophet Ezekiel foresaw God’s 
resurrection and restoration of his people. As the season of Lent comes to a close, 
what parts of your life are still in need of God’s restorative power?

Second Reading
Paul assured the believers in Rome that “the Spirit of God dwells in you” and that this 
!"#$%&'()(*%+(,,%)"(!$%-./%0).#%*1$%2$"23%41"*%5(6$!%-./%7.892$87$%(8%:"/,;!%+.)2!<

Gospel Reading
John tells us that after Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, many “began to believe in 
him.” On what grounds do you believe in Jesus as our Lord and Savior?

Jesus told her, “I am the 
resurrection and the life; 
whoever believes in me, 
even if he dies, will live, 

and everyone who lives and 
believes in me will never 
die. Do you believe this?” 

She said to him, “Yes, Lord. 
I have come to believe that 

you are the Christ, the 
Son of God, the one who is 

coming into the world.”

— Jn 11:25-27

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass  
©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD



Daniel A. Szekely Jr., DMD
 Family Dentistry
 Cosmetic & Preventive Care
 “Win with a great grin”

(724) 864-7307  or 861-8000
8800 Barnes Lake Rd., Suite 300

North Huntingdon, PA 15642

Larry Lint FLooring

 724-446-0480 111 Notch Lane Wendel, PA #PA004471

(412) 469-1007
www.jordanbanana.com

THIS SPACE IS

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1204

 ROBERT BEITER 

TREE SERVICE
AND LANDSCAPING

3265 Route 136, PO Box 123 Darragh
(724) 863-3771 • (724) 446-TREE (8733)

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE
Tree Trimming - Removal

Bucket Truck Service - Stump Removal
  WE DO IT ALL!    Since 1951

With a long “To-Do” list, 
isn’t it time to check-off
“Managing Your Retirement?”
The management of your wealth presents unique opportunities
and new challenges that require your attention. Wealth planning is an 
integral part of achieving your financial goals. How you will maintain 
the wealth you’ve accumulated should be a primary consideration in the 
development of an investment strategy. Like any successful endeavor, managing
 your wealth requires a well thought out plan that anticipates your needs and prepares you for the future. 
Please contact me to discuss how we may develop an investment strategy suitable for your specific needs.

 Raymond L. Dinkel
 Executive Director - Investments
 Oppenheimer & Co. Inc.
 2790 Mosside Boulevard, Suite 210
 Monroeville, PA 15146
 (412) 858-7306 Phone
 (877) 301-2506 Toll Free
 raymond.dinkel@opco.com

Oppenheimer & Co. Inc. Transacts Business on All Principal Exchanges and Member SIPC

Irwin Office 
724.861.4427 | stbank.com

Your Landscape 
and Hardscape 

Superstore

724-863-9155
Call For Hours

www.norwinsupply.com
199 Entry Road, North Huntingdon, PA 15642

REACH
 HIGHER GET
3.75% APY 

Insurance & Financial Services
Robert W. Lohr (724) 972-6223

*Credit Rate Guaranteed for 1st Year Only 
*Guaranteed Minimum Rate of 2.75% APY

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today! 
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630 



Family Owned and Operated Since 1869
William R Snyder • J. William Snyder • David E. Mahlstedt

 Dowling insurance agency

 (724) 864-7157
 www.dowlinginsuranceagency.com

(412) 823-1561

Since 1945 Commercial
& Residential

IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION

CEMETERY
GENESIS SECTION – NOW OPEN

SINGLE-DOUBLE-FAMILY
LOTS AVAILABLE

LAWN MAUSOLEUM – A NEW OPTION
CALL: (724) 863-9550

FOR INFORMATION

Joseph J. Wawrzeniak DMD
Family Dental Care

13370 Route 30
N. Huntingdon, PA 15642

(724) 863-2077

 PA License 019959• Sewer/Gas/Water Lines
• Fixtures 
• Water Heaters 
• Video Inspections
• Excavation
• Backflow Certification

$10 OFF w/coupon

(412) 754-1824

“PROTECTION IS OUR PROFESSION”

(724) 863-7501
www.stfah.com

724-863-8900 • www.ottfuneralhome.com

THIS SPACE IS

 Campbell's 
 Service Center
1111 Clay Pike • North Huntingdon

(724) 863-9964
Full serve at self-serve prices
Free state safety inspections

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
MARK (724) 446-1375
MULARSKI Fax: (724) 446-1501
129 CROSS STREET • IRWIN, PA 15642

email: eliteheating@comcast.net

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.

PA 019649

Room Additions • Game Rooms • Garages
Bathrooms • Roofing/Siding • Windows

Soffit & Fascia • Decks
Greensburg: 724-837-6001 | North Huntingdon:  412-754-2517

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1204

Louis Izzo, DPM 
Allegheny Health Network 
Westmoreland Podiatry
255 South 8th Street 4044 Route 130
Jeannette, PA 15644 Irwin, PA 15642
For an appointment with Dr. Izzo, please call 724-523-6700.

labuda
Farm Service

724.446.7231
3208 Clay Pike • Herminie
John Labuda, Parishioner
LanudaFarmService.com

This Space 
is Available

Norwin Hills, North Huntingdon

724-864-7777

3919 William Penn Hwy, Murrysville

724-733-7770

• Thomas M. Bartolac, O.D.
• Justine A. Cakanac, O.D.
• Chris J. Cakanac, O.D.
• Randy J. Cakanac, O.D.
• Ronald J. Campana, O.D.



 DAVIS FINANCIAL GROUP
 Keith C. Davis
	 Certified	Financial	Planner™
 100 Pennsylvania Ave. • Irwin
 (724) 864-8600

 LITTERINI
 PLUMBING

REGISTERED MASTER
PLUMBER

724-864-1653
Insured • Free Estimates

WEST HEMPFIELD
SELF STORAGE

 724-446-3378
 24 Hour Electronic Gate
  and Lighted Surveillance
3286 Route 136 • Darragh, PA

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1204

Petrillo Jones, llc
attorneys at law

Mary Ann Petrillo, Esq.
Tyler J. Jones, Esq. 

Protecting Families, Seniors & Children
PROBATE • ESTATE PLANNING

ADOPTION • ELDER LAW
$450 Estate Planning Services

with this ad

412 Main Street • Irwin, PA 15642

724-861-8333  • www.MaryAnnPetrillo.com

24/7 Emergency Service

Local & Professional since 1971
724.863.5801

www.elkair.com

and lots
of other

fun
stuff

party candy
soft drinks
snacks
candy
fund-raising
wedding buffet
restaurant supplies

LUEHM CANDY COMPANY
Wholesale Distributors

46 But termilk Hollow Rd
N. Hunting ton 

(NEAR NORWIN HIGH SCHOOL)

724.863.3890
LuehmCandy.com

 OPEN M-F 7A-5P

724.515.7299
FREE ESTIMATE
Specialize in Exterior

Aluminum & Vinyl

$200 OFF
any painting 

purchase over $2000

pittsburgh-east.certapro.com

H I S T L E R
CONSTRUCTION CO.W

Bob Fisher
1300 Braddock Ave • Braddock, PA

412.225.6562 Cell

412-373-5670 
Emergency Door Services in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 

specializes in affordable garage door sales and services.

For all of your real estate needs, buyers 
or sellers, contact Mary McTiernan

with RE/MAX Realty Access Irwin, PA.
OFFICE #: 724-864-2200 ext. 18
CELL #: 724-244-4287
marymctiernan@comcast.net

Member SIPC

Matt Wirtz, CFP®, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
200 2nd St. • Irwin, PA
724-864-6214
www.edwardjones.com Kim Gillespie

Coldwell Banker Real Estate Services
C. 724.640.8851 | O. 724.864.2121
kim.gillespie@pittsburghmoves.com

7562 Route 30
North Huntingdon

PA 15642
Operated by a

subsidiary of
NRT LLC.

 Bock Agency
 11799 Route 30
 724-863-4619

 www.BockInsurance.net

 Dr. Carla
 CAPOZZI
 ORTHODONTICS

“We Create Smiles in Countless Ways”
3520 Rte. 130, Ste. 4001, Penn Twp., Irwin, PA 15642

Phone: (724) 744-4074
E-Mail: drc@drcapozzi.com

Website: www.drcapozzi.com
 Diplomate American 
 Board of Orthodontics

Member SIPC

JOSEPH
YEZOVICH
CFP®, CFA®

Financial Advisor

LOCATED IN GREENSBURG
412-633-1695

hefren.com/joseph-yezovich

The Kanaan-Yezovich Group


