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NOTES FROM THE PASTOR�

�

His Mercy Endures Forever!!�

The 20/20 vision reminder at the top of each article 

is for me as much as for you. Each day is a chang-

ing experience in a year of the pandemic. But even 

though we cannot see beyond the next press confer-

ence nor past the next restriction of life we can still 

clear our minds with the sign of the cross and 

through prayer, faith, love and perseverance we 

will see CLEARLY beyond the storm and into the 

calm of following the Lord! It is our call and our 

life! �

Such a life has always been that of my Uncle, 

Father Vernon Busch. A good model of Christian 

life, of priestly life… a man with 20/20 vision that 

led him to follow Christ into the heavenly King-

dom.�

A Priestly Life�

On the eve of Divine Mercy, my Uncle, Father Vernon Busch passed away from this life into 

the eternal promise of God’s Mercy and the perfection of the Resurrection! As a capuchin friar 

and a priest for nearly 60 years he followed the simple role of Saint Francis and served the peo-

ple of God in prayer, at the altar, as a teacher of seminarians and with the love of the gospels 

reflected in his daily life!�

As the years of earthly life and serious health problems mounted, the Lord, good and merciful, 

called Vernon to himself at the age of 85 years. The life of a priest is a public and hidden life. 

The life of a priest is one shared in the works of the sacraments as well as in countless hours of 

prayer and preparation. The life of a friar is also one of brotherly care and support shared as a 

community. My Uncle loved his brother friars and that love, along with a deep dedication to 

Christ, made him lovable to his parishioners and those whom he tended to as a hospital/nursing 

home Chaplin. He was a priest of God and a servant of the vineyard!�

What more can I say about a man who made the life of a priest be a life to strive to imitate and 

to share as a way to follow Christ.�

My Grandmother’s Prayer for Her Son the Priest�

My Grandmother, of course was proud of her son who became a priest but more so in awe of 

what he was as a priest in Jesus Christ. Persona Christi (in the person of Christ) was what made 

him special not that she gave birth to him and raised him in the faith. Yes she could, and I am 

sure she did, take some credit for that but his priestly ministry was a pure gift that she lived in 

awe of her whole life. A prayer that she shared with me that she said for her son, and many 

years later for her grandson, was “The Beautiful hands of a Priest.” She told me she offered it 

every day for Fr. Vernon and then after my ordination she offered it for me as well. The prayer 

is as follows:�

�

�

The Beautiful Hands of a Priest�

�

We need them in life's early morning�

we need them again at its close;�

we feel their warm clasp of true friendship,�

we seek it while tasting life's woes.�

�

When we come to this world we are sinful,�

the greatest as well as the least.�

and the hand's that make us pure as angels�

are the beautiful hands of a priest�
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At the altar each day we behold them,�

and the hands of a king on his throne�

are not equal to them in greatness�

their dignity stands all alone.�

�

For there in the stillness of morning�

e're the sun has emerged from the east,�

there God rests between the pure fingers�

of the beautiful hands of a priest.�

�

When we are tempted and wander�

to pathways of shame and sin�

'tis the hand of a priest that absolve us�

not once but again and again.�

�

And when we are taking life's partner�

other hands may prepare us a feast�

but the hands that will bless us and unite us,�

are the beautiful hands of a priest.�

�

God bless them and keep them all holy,�

for the host which their fingers caress,�

what can a poor sinner do better�

than to ask Him who chose them to bless�

�

When the death dews on our eye lids are falling,�

may our courage and strength be increased�

by seeing raised o'er is in blessing�

the beautiful hands of a priest.�

�

“Operation Safe Mode” Special Edition will highlight my Uncle’s personal vocation and priestly ministry!�

May my Uncle rest now in the Glory of God the Father and the eternal kingdom!!�

�

The Life of a Priest�

Vernon Busch, OFM Cap., passed to eternal life in the Lord on the morning of Saturday, April 18, 2020, at St. Augustine Friary, Pitts-

burgh, PA, the fraternity in which he has lived for the past 16 years.�

Born and given the name “Robert” on October 16, 1934, in Pittsburgh’s Allentown section, he was a proud member of St. George Parish 

there, one so central to German�American immigrant life in the city. He was also full of pride for his Pittsburgh roots, keeping that dis-

tinctive Pittsburgh “accent” throughout his life. After elementary school in the parish school, he was recruited by his pastor to attend St. 

Fidelis High School and College in Herman, PA.�

As was the tradition, following his second year of college, Robert entered the Capuchin novitiate in Annapolis, MD, in 1954 and was 

given the name “Vernon,” a name he maintained even when friars were permitted to return to their baptismal names in 1968.�

Br. Vernon professed his first vows of poverty, chastity and obedience in 1955, completed his college years in Herman and then began 

his theology studies for priesthood in Washington, DC’s Capuchin College in 1957. He was ordained on June 6, 1960, and the year of his 

death was to mark his 60th anniversary as a priest friar.�

Vernon’s first years of ministry were spent in education. He returned to his alma mater St. Fidelis to serve variously as professor of Lat-

in, Prefect of Discipline, Dean of Students and the college’s Vice�President in his nearly 20 years there. He earned his Masters degree in 

Classical Languages from Duquesne University in 1966. While at the seminary, he also served briefly as Chaplain for the Veteran’s Hos-

pital of Butler, PA, and as pastor at St. Joseph Parish, North Oakland, PA, for three years.�
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�

Vernon was described by one former student on Facebook as a “gentle giant.” Another wrote that “he was a great teacher 

and strict study hall monitor!” He was renown for his monitoring of the room where students would spend their evenings 

doing school work. Vernon would leave the study hall when he served as prefect, allowing students to sense a moment of 

freedom to chat or play pranks on underclassmen. Vernon would often return by entering the rear doors of the study hall, 

catching unsuspecting students from behind.�

This “giant” was respected by students and confreres alike. A former student, now ministering as a diocesan priest, wrote 

that Vernon was “a tough and demanding teacher, a gentle and kind�hearted priest, a good soul with a great, often subtle, 

sense of humor. He loved the priesthood and influenced countless young men, me included, in discerning their vocation.” 

Another alumnus had “such great memories of him sitting in his office and leaning back in his chair whenever any one of 

us came in.”�

St. Fidelis College closed its doors in 1979. Vernon went on to serve briefly as pastor of St. Alphonsus Parish in Wheel-

ing, WV, before returning to Pittsburgh on his election as Provincial councilor in 1980. He ministered as Guardian (local 

superior) of the friars’ motherhouse at St. Augustine Friary in Lawrenceville until he was asked to be part of a new noviti-

ate team for the Province in 1983. St. Conrad Friary, the novitiate house, moved from Annapolis, MD, to its new location 

in Allison Park, PA, that year. Vernon spent the next thirteen years of his life in a “day job” as Chaplain to the nearby 

Kane Regional Center in Ross Township among the elderly and the infirmed and return home to live with the friars and 

novices, acting as confidant and confessor � and generally providing a central fulcrum of calm and perspective while the 

others in the house worried about the chaos of discernment and formational pressures.�

At 64, desiring a move from his years in a formation setting, Vernon returned to parish ministry in 1996, working with 

the people of Ss. Peter & Paul Parish in Cumberland, MD, as their pastor. He was described by many parishioners as “a 

wonderful Pastor and Friend.” In the spring of 2004 at 69, Vernon suffered a serious heart attack which would cause his 

kidneys to fail. His health concerns and his need for dialysis would force his move back to the motherhouse in Lawrence-

ville.�

The past sixteen years were years of suffering for him, borne with determination, humility and faith. He did not feign 

toughness; he was resolute and honest about the challenges he faced and surrendered himself to a continuous ministry of 

prayer, entrusting himself and others, especially the sick and suffering, to God’s providence. To the end he was fully pre-

sent to others; he always enjoyed good conversation and good company. While a blessed kidney transplant was able to 

free him from the tether of his tri�weekly dialysis, ultimate rejection of the organ in his final years would bring a return to 

the therapy.�

Vernon was much respected by the friars of our Capuchin Province of St. Augustine. We not only elected him three times 

to serve as a member of our Provincial Council, but he was asked to be on any number of commissions or projects that 

involved clear, level�headed thinking. He was not an emotional man, though his tender side would break through more as 

the years advanced. His intelligence, wisdom and well�grounded good sense were highly valued. His straightforward 

manner could be disarming, but his sense of humor was never far below the surface. These traits made him a trusted 

friend, a counselor to young and old alike and a true brother in fraternity.�

His passing was sudden. At 6:30 AM, on Saturday, April 18, just outside the chapel of St. Augustine Friary, he collapsed 

and breathed his last. He was 85 years old, a Capuchin Franciscan friar for nearly 65 years and a priest for almost 60. The 

friars of the community, already challenged by their age and/or infirmities, have been forced to live in the isolation re-

quired by the pandemic. Now they also bear the loss of a brother and friend.�

Fr. Vernon was preceded in death by his father Andrew (+1982), his mother Josephine Froehlich Busch (+1994) and his 

brother Charles (+2016). He is survived by two sisters: Joan Moineau and Mildred Thurber, both of Lower Burrell, PA, 

and a nephew, Fr. John Moineau, a priest of the Diocese of Greensburg. Our confrere Jim Froehlich, OFM Cap., who 

serves at the National Seminary of CUA, Theological College, in Washington, DC, is his cousin.�



Message from Father Roniel�

St. Thomas, The Apostle was nick�named Didymus, which means “the twin.” �From this name “twin”, St. 

Thomas Aquinas offers us an interesting explanation: “Twin” could be taken from the apostle’s doubting.� In-

deed, one who doubts is mid�way between two opinions: while holding to one, he fears that the other might 

perhaps be true. �Thus, the apostle’s mind was as a twin, struggling between two competing ideas � Had Christ 

risen, or was He dead? At least that’s the common idea we have about Thomas, He is otherwise known as the 

doubting Thomas.�

Some people I met who came to know I live alone at the pent house (the 4th floor of IC Building), asked 

me? �“Do you mean, you live alone in that big old building?” they inquired. �And the next thing they asked: 

Isn’t it creepy there?� Did you hear sounds or the nuns riding up and down the elevator?�

Yes! �I did hear sounds but I also investigate. �With the banging of doors in an empty room, physics did a lot of 

explanation and I thank God for science. �It’s a big help to finding out between what is true and what is a 

myth. �And as soon as the explanation satisfies the why’s and my queries, I can now live in peace.�

There are so many mysteries we have to deal with our faith. �Mysteries do not mean they are not real just be-

cause there are elements in them that do not qualify to human logic or logical categories � such as the miracle 

of catching fish at the single word of the Master, when all the expert fishermen could not make it for the whole 

night; the miracle of turning jars of water into wine at the wedding at Cana; and our recently celebrated rising 

to life again of the man Jesus after three days in the tomb.�

St. Thomas could not readily believe it.� It’s too good to be true. But, what could we expect from a man who 

always calculates and constantly asks questions to be accurate and precise. �I remember the movie series “The 

Chosen.” �The scene was about the wedding at Cana. The apostle Thomas was in charge of the food service. He 

had been calculating things to ensure everybody will be taken care of. �In his reliable computation, given his 

past experience of successes, he was sure, the wine would be enough. �But his was just a human calculation, 

and it failed him for the first. Where he failed, Jesus rescued him. �Jesus rescued his reputation that is so valua-

ble to Thomas.�

Today’s gospel reading recounts the episode when Jesus appeared to His Apostles inside a locked room. �It was 

Thomas’ moment now to clarify the things that He was told about � the Messiah is alive. �In this particular sce-

nario, we realize that Thomas did not change. �He was still that same mathematical personality who inquires a 

lot on matters that need some explanation… In Caravaggio’s painting, Thomas was portrayed like he was 

counting Jesus’ wounds or measuring how deep was the cut; He dips his finger inside the wound to make sure 

it was not a “make up.”�

But what looks like the most unbelieving is now the boldest in his profession of faith: My Lord and My 

God! �The moment his scientific mind got an answer, that restless mind found peace. �It made Thomas perhaps 

the most courageous for his bold investigation; but this boldness made him the most courageous too so as to be 

able to reach the remote corner of the then known world viz. India and China. �A strong distinct community of 

Christians thrives in Malabar coast of India that descended from Thomas.�

If St. Augustine has the restless heart, Thomas has the restless brain, but both found peace when they found the 

answers from the Lord Himself. �Our searching is never futile because we know Jesus always has an an-

swer! �And Jesus Himself is the answer!�
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“...OFFERING OF MASS BY PARISH PRIESTS IN 

PRIVATE…”�

�

These masses were said offered daily in private by Father John or 

by Father Roniel.   �

Monday, April 20�

��Michele Ruby (Heidler)�

Tuesday,  April 21�

��Helen V. DeStefano (Ackerman Family) �

Wednesday, April 22�

��Michael Alexander (Sister)�

Thursday, April 23�

��Bess Alberts (Martha Group)�

Friday, April 24�

��Our Parish Family�

Saturday,  April 25�

��Lynn, Hackett and Wehrle Families (Al)�

Sunday,  April 26�

��Our Parish Family�

�

These masses will be rescheduled.  �

�

��Carmine and Angela DiNardo (Family)�

��Jack Cowell (Wife and Daughters)�

��Laughner Family and Carol (Judy)�

�

Sanctuary Candle: In Memory of Rober t Sistek by Cindy�

�

Easter Flame Candle: In Memory of Heidi Shellgren�

�

Divine Mercy Candle: In Memory of Rick Bor land by Carol�

�

St. Peregrine Candle: In Memory of Mary Duffy�

�

Altar Candles for the month of April: In memory of Virginia 

O. Read by Emily & Harold Frazier �

�

Sunday Readings   �

    Third Sunday of Easter  �

Acts of the Apostles� 2:14, 22�33�

1 Peter  � � 1:17�21�

Luke� � 24:13�35�

    Fourth Sunday of Easter  �

Acts of the Apostles� 2:14a, 36�41�

1 Peter  � � 2:20b�25�

John� � 10:1�10�

�

Prayers and Sympathy�

Please pray for the family of Glen Brutout whose wife Cathy died 

recently.  May she rest in peace.�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

On You Tube!!!�

�

The latest video on Operation Safe Mode channel is up and 

running � don't forget to subscribe!�

�

To receive the Daily Reflections from Father Roniel; messages 

from Father John and Father Roniel, please sign up for Flock 

Notes  at:�

www.flocknote.com�

�

A wonderful way for all of us to stay in touch and keep our flock 

together.�

�

Many of our frequent scrips buyers are really missing earning 

rebates to be applied to their tuition account.  We are sorry, but at 

this time with the Stay at Home order for anyone that is not an 

essential business, there is no way around getting physical gift 

cards to families.  Mailing gift cards is risky as anyone can use the 

cards once they are in their hands.�

�Fortunately, virtual e�gift card scrips are definitely still an option!  

Please visit the shopwithscrip.com website for more information.  

Virtual cards, called Scripnow!, can be purchased in a few simple 

steps.  Many vendors offer virtual cards like Walmart, Amazon, 

Sheetz and Home Depot.  At this time, Giant Eagle does not offer 

a virtual card.�

Step 1:  On the shopwithscrip.com website create an account 

linking your purchases to Queen of Angels using the enrollment 

code:  AAC32BEA3217    Sign up for Presto Pay.  Credit cards are 

also an option. This eliminates the need to send a check into 

school.  �

Step 2:  On either the shopwithscrip.com website or the scripwallet 

app (details below), order your escrips selecting presto pay or 

credit card as your means of payment.  In minutes, your virtual 

card is delivered to you via scripwallet app, email or through the 

website.  Scan the barcode from your phone at point of sale or 

copy the code into the website where you are making your 

purchases.  �

Scripwallet is an app designed to keep all your escrips in one 

convenient place.  It is not necessary to use, but it does make it 

easier to keep track of your ecards.  You won’t find Scripwallet in 

the app store.  Simply go to Safari or your internet browser and 

type in Scripwallet.  There will then be an option to add it to your 

home screen.�

Feel free to email Joanne Mastalerz with any questions.  

jmastalerz@queenofangelssch.org.�

�

�

MASS SCHEDULE�

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER JOHN AND 

FATHER RONIEL 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH� IRWIN, PA�

QUEEN OF ANGELS CORNER 
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Daniel A. Szekely Jr., DMD
 Family Dentistry
 Cosmetic & Preventive Care
 “Win with a great grin”

(724) 864-7307  or 861-8000
8800 Barnes Lake Rd., Suite 300

North Huntingdon, PA 15642

Larry Lint FLooring

 724-446-0480 111 Notch Lane Wendel, PA #PA004471

(412) 469-1007
www.jordanbanana.com

THIS SPACE IS

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1204

 ROBERT BEITER 

TREE SERVICE
AND LANDSCAPING

3265 Route 136, PO Box 123 Darragh
(724) 863-3771 • (724) 446-TREE (8733)

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE
Tree Trimming - Removal

Bucket Truck Service - Stump Removal
  WE DO IT ALL!    Since 1951

With a long “To-Do” list, 
isn’t it time to check-off
“Managing Your Retirement?”
The management of your wealth presents unique opportunities
and new challenges that require your attention. Wealth planning is an 
integral part of achieving your financial goals. How you will maintain 
the wealth you’ve accumulated should be a primary consideration in the 
development of an investment strategy. Like any successful endeavor, managing
 your wealth requires a well thought out plan that anticipates your needs and prepares you for the future. 
Please contact me to discuss how we may develop an investment strategy suitable for your specific needs.

 Raymond L. Dinkel
 Executive Director - Investments
 Oppenheimer & Co. Inc.
 2790 Mosside Boulevard, Suite 210
 Monroeville, PA 15146
 (412) 858-7306 Phone
 (877) 301-2506 Toll Free
 raymond.dinkel@opco.com

Oppenheimer & Co. Inc. Transacts Business on All Principal Exchanges and Member SIPC

Irwin Office 
724.861.4427 | stbank.com

Your Landscape 
and Hardscape 

Superstore

724-863-9155
Call For Hours

www.norwinsupply.com
199 Entry Road, North Huntingdon, PA 15642

REACH
 HIGHER GET
3.75% APY 

Insurance & Financial Services
Robert W. Lohr (724) 972-6223

*Credit Rate Guaranteed for 1st Year Only 
*Guaranteed Minimum Rate of 2.75% APY

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today! 
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630 



Family Owned and Operated Since 1869
William R Snyder • J. William Snyder • David E. Mahlstedt

 Dowling insurance agency

 (724) 864-7157
 www.dowlinginsuranceagency.com

(412) 823-1561

Since 1945 Commercial
& Residential

IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION

CEMETERY
GENESIS SECTION – NOW OPEN

SINGLE-DOUBLE-FAMILY
LOTS AVAILABLE

LAWN MAUSOLEUM – A NEW OPTION
CALL: (724) 863-9550

FOR INFORMATION

Joseph J. Wawrzeniak DMD
Family Dental Care

13370 Route 30
N. Huntingdon, PA 15642

(724) 863-2077

 PA License 019959• Sewer/Gas/Water Lines
• Fixtures 
• Water Heaters 
• Video Inspections
• Excavation
• Backflow Certification

$10 OFF w/coupon

(412) 754-1824

“PROTECTION IS OUR PROFESSION”

(724) 863-7501
www.stfah.com

724-863-8900 • www.ottfuneralhome.com

THIS SPACE IS

 Campbell's 
 Service Center
1111 Clay Pike • North Huntingdon

(724) 863-9964
Full serve at self-serve prices
Free state safety inspections

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
MARK (724) 446-1375
MULARSKI Fax: (724) 446-1501
129 CROSS STREET • IRWIN, PA 15642

email: eliteheating@comcast.net

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.

PA 019649

Room Additions • Game Rooms • Garages
Bathrooms • Roofing/Siding • Windows

Soffit & Fascia • Decks
Greensburg: 724-837-6001 | North Huntingdon:  412-754-2517

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1204

Louis Izzo, DPM 
Allegheny Health Network 
Westmoreland Podiatry
255 South 8th Street 4044 Route 130
Jeannette, PA 15644 Irwin, PA 15642
For an appointment with Dr. Izzo, please call 724-523-6700.

labuda
Farm Service

724.446.7231
3208 Clay Pike • Herminie
John Labuda, Parishioner
LanudaFarmService.com

This Space 
is Available

Norwin Hills, North Huntingdon

724-864-7777

3919 William Penn Hwy, Murrysville

724-733-7770

• Thomas M. Bartolac, O.D.
• Justine A. Cakanac, O.D.
• Chris J. Cakanac, O.D.
• Randy J. Cakanac, O.D.
• Ronald J. Campana, O.D.



 DAVIS FINANCIAL GROUP
 Keith C. Davis
	 Certified	Financial	Planner™
 100 Pennsylvania Ave. • Irwin
 (724) 864-8600

 LITTERINI
 PLUMBING

REGISTERED MASTER
PLUMBER

724-864-1653
Insured • Free Estimates

WEST HEMPFIELD
SELF STORAGE

 724-446-3378
 24 Hour Electronic Gate
  and Lighted Surveillance
3286 Route 136 • Darragh, PA

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1204

Petrillo Jones, llc
attorneys at law

Mary Ann Petrillo, Esq.
Tyler J. Jones, Esq. 

Protecting Families, Seniors & Children
PROBATE • ESTATE PLANNING

ADOPTION • ELDER LAW
$450 Estate Planning Services

with this ad

412 Main Street • Irwin, PA 15642

724-861-8333  • www.MaryAnnPetrillo.com

24/7 Emergency Service

Local & Professional since 1971
724.863.5801

www.elkair.com

and lots
of other

fun
stuff

party candy
soft drinks
snacks
candy
fund-raising
wedding buffet
restaurant supplies

LUEHM CANDY COMPANY
Wholesale Distributors

46 But termilk Hollow Rd
N. Hunting ton 

(NEAR NORWIN HIGH SCHOOL)

724.863.3890
LuehmCandy.com

 OPEN M-F 7A-5P

724.515.7299
FREE ESTIMATE
Specialize in Exterior

Aluminum & Vinyl

$200 OFF
any painting 

purchase over $2000

pittsburgh-east.certapro.com

H I S T L E R
CONSTRUCTION CO.W

Bob Fisher
1300 Braddock Ave • Braddock, PA

412.225.6562 Cell

412-373-5670 
Emergency Door Services in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 

specializes in affordable garage door sales and services.

For all of your real estate needs, buyers 
or sellers, contact Mary McTiernan

with RE/MAX Realty Access Irwin, PA.
OFFICE #: 724-864-2200 ext. 18
CELL #: 724-244-4287
marymctiernan@comcast.net

Member SIPC

Matt Wirtz, CFP®, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
200 2nd St. • Irwin, PA
724-864-6214
www.edwardjones.com Kim Gillespie

Coldwell Banker Real Estate Services
C. 724.640.8851 | O. 724.864.2121
kim.gillespie@pittsburghmoves.com

7562 Route 30
North Huntingdon

PA 15642
Operated by a

subsidiary of
NRT LLC.

 Bock Agency
 11799 Route 30
 724-863-4619

 www.BockInsurance.net

 Dr. Carla
 CAPOZZI
 ORTHODONTICS

“We Create Smiles in Countless Ways”
3520 Rte. 130, Ste. 4001, Penn Twp., Irwin, PA 15642

Phone: (724) 744-4074
E-Mail: drc@drcapozzi.com

Website: www.drcapozzi.com
 Diplomate American 
 Board of Orthodontics

Member SIPC

JOSEPH
YEZOVICH
CFP®, CFA®

Financial Advisor

LOCATED IN GREENSBURG
412-633-1695

hefren.com/joseph-yezovich

The Kanaan-Yezovich Group


