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I am the way, the truth and the life. 

Happy Mother’s Day – May 

Mary, on this day when we honor all moth-

ers, we turn to you. We thank the Lord 

whom you serve for the great gift of moth-

erhood. Never has it been known that any-

one who sought your intercession was left 

unaided by grace. Dear Mother, thank you 

for your "Yes" to the invitation of the angel 

which brought heaven to earth and changed 

human history. You opened yourself to 

God's word and the Word was made flesh 

and dwelt among us.�

�

Dear mother, intercede for all of our moth-

ers. Ask your Divine Son to give them the 

grace of surrendered love so that they could 

join with you in giving their own "Fiat." 

May they find daily strength to say yes to 

the call to the sacrificial love� the very heart 

of the vocation of motherhood. May their 

love and witness be a source of great inspi-

ration for all of us called to follow your 

Son.�

�

On this Mothers day, Mother of the Word 

Incarnate, pray for us who have recourse to 

you...�

�

In the Name of the Father, the Son and the 

Holy Spirit. �
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NOTES FROM THE PASTOR�

�

�

As we celebrated Good Shepherd 

Sunday last week, the Church, 

throughout the daily liturgy focused 

and meditated on this important 

image of Christ and His Church. 

Father Roniel, during the week 

shared many beautiful reflections 

on this image and how to apply it to 

our journey as the “sheep of His 

flock.” In the Sunday homily last 

week I focused on Jesus as the in-

ner voice that helps us to respond to 

the imminent danger through the protection of Christ at the sheep gate who protects at night 

and guides us to greener pastures during the day as we follow safely behind Him. �

This image is so important as to how the Church imitates Christ, through it’s priests, and as the 

body of Christ, His sheep, to continue our journey towards the true green pastures of heaven. 

Many great Popes, theologians and Saints have written of how Jesus, as the shepherd, solidifies 

the mission of the Church and the apostolate of all Christians. �

Today I share with you an article written by Saint Gregory the Great who lived up to the image 

of a true shepherd as the successor of Peter for 14 years.�

St�

 Gregory the Great, also called�Saint 

Gregory I, (born�c.�540, Rome [Italy]�died 

March 12, 604, Rome; Western feast day, 

September 3 [formerly March 12, still ob-

served in the East]),�Pope�from 590 to 604, 

reformer and excellent administrator, 

“founder” of the�medieval�papacy, which 

exercised both�secular�and spiritual power. 

His epithet “the Great” reflects his status as a 

writer as well as a ruler. As the fourth and 

final of the traditional Latin Fathers of the 

Church, Gregory was the first exponent of a 

truly medieval, sacramental spirituality.�

Christ the Good Shepherd�

I am the good shepherd. I know my own � by which I mean, I love 

them � and my own know me. In plain words: those who love me are 

willing to follow me, for anyone who does not love the truth has not 

yet come to know it.�

My dear brethren, you have heard the test we pastors have to under-

go. Turn now to consider how these words of our Lord imply a test 

for yourselves also. Ask yourselves whether you belong to His flock, 

whether you know Him, whether the light of His truth shines in your 

minds. I assure you that it is not by faith that you will come to know 

Him, but by love; not by mere conviction, but by action. John the 

evangelist is my authority for this statement. He tells us that anyone 

who claims to know God without keeping His commandments is a 

liar.��

Consequently, the Lord immediately adds: As the Father knows me and I know the Father; and 

I lay down my life for my sheep. Clearly He means that laying down His life for His sheep 

gives evidence of His knowledge of the Father and the Father’s knowledge of him. In other 

words, by the love with which he dies for His sheep he shows how greatly He loves his Father.�
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Again He says: My sheep hear my voice, and I know them; 

they follow me, and I give them eternal life. Shortly before 

this He had declared: If anyone enters the sheepfold through 

me he shall be saved; he shall go freely in and out and shall 

find good pasture. He will enter into a life of faith; from faith he 

will go out to vision, from belief to contemplation, and will graze in 

the good pastures of everlasting life.�

So our Lord’s sheep will finally reach their grazing ground where 

all who follow Him in simplicity of heart will feed on the green 

pastures of eternity. These pastures are the spiritual joys of heaven. 

There the elect look upon the face of God with unclouded vision 

and feast at the banquet of life for ever more.�

Beloved brothers, let us set out for these pastures where we shall keep joyful festival with so many of our fellow citizens. May the 

thought of their happiness urge us on! Let us stir up our hearts, rekindle our faith, and long eagerly for what heaven has in store for us. 

To love thus is to be already on our way. No matter what obstacles we encounter, we must not allow them to turn us aside from the joy of 

that heavenly feast. Anyone who is determined to reach their destination is not deterred by the roughness of the road that leads to it. Nor 

must we allow the charm of success to seduce us, or we shall be like a foolish traveler who is so distracted by the pleasant meadows 

through which he is passing that he forgets where he is going.�

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!!!�

How different this Mother’s day will be for all of us! This day has always been a day that children gather around their mother’s shower-

ing them with cards, gifts, flowers and candy proportional to the need to “make up” for the pain and suffering that they may have caused 

in the past … Or for the “good and Faithful child” these gifts come, instead of an 

act of restitution, as a sign of thanksgiving and love!! Nevertheless we will view 

mother’s day a bit differently this year, for being sheltered in place means no 

brunch or luncheons at the favorite restaurant nor a chance to join mom at Sacred 

Mass and share in the Holy Eucharist as a sign and appreciation of the Faith that 

was passed onto them.�

This is the perspective mostly of the adult children who make an extra special ef-

fort to return home and reminisce on childhood and the safety of motherly love. It 

has always been, as an adult child, a time of personal reflection of our lives through 

our mother’s eyes. Many adult children, including myself, will need to practice 

social distancing for mom’s who are most vulnerable in the time of the pandemic. 

So strange enough the real “lovefest” will need to put on hold until a proper time… 

maybe her birthday or even more significant the day she gave birth to you. Of 

course... her most favorite child of all.�

So, still send the flowers and chocolate to make up for past sins and pick up the 

phone to call her or teach her how to “zoom” with siblings and treat mom the best 

you can at this sterile time of sharing love.�

There are still a great majority of mother’s who are sheltered down with their baby 

chicks at home safely protected as we try to flatten the curve. Some mothers are for 

the first time and other mothers who have now a new view of being a “stay at 

home” mom. Many mothers have expressed the incredible gift of the close proximi-

ty with their children 24/7 and have found it so rewarding. Other mothers, in the 

same light of these blessings, realize that breakfast, lunch and dinner in bed would 

not be too much to ask from the children who have been locked down away from 

friends, sports and sleep overs!�

So it is a bit different this year but nevertheless our lady Mary our Mother still 

gives us guidance and direction to be like her a safe home and a willing participant 

in the sufferings and trials that follow a child on their journey to the heavenly kingdom.�

So thank you moms for all that you do for us and know that our love is sincere above and beyond any card, gift or flowers could every 

represent,  our prayers through the intercession of the Blessed Mother are a sincere way to say we love you and thank you for life and the 

gift of our Catholic Faith!!!�

 �
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A Message from Father Roniel�

Shout out to Father John who is celebrating his 33 grace�filled years of Priesthood. �Happy Anniversary Father John! �Thank 

you for leading us to the green pasture; for being a good shepherd to all of us. �May the Lord keep you always in His care and 

strengthen you with His unfailing grace.�

My journey to priesthood � to becoming a good shepherd.�

“Your gifts and passions will help you determine which vocation you can serve The Lord best…”�

In my early months here in the parish, I was privileged enough to share my vocation story to a group of young people with their par-

ents. One of the questions I was asked was: �When was the time I felt I was called to consider priesthood?� That was a pretty per-

sonal question, I could hardly answer in one line or two.�

There was no particular time, I guess…it’s rather a series of events that eventually led me to that grace�filled day of my ordina-

tion. �If I may point out one by one; first, I just heard encouragement(s).� My grandma, who was so fond of me, always took me to 

church and pointing to the priest told me: “Someday you will be like him.”� I liked my grandma to say it to me because I could see 

her excitement.� And I told myself, “I love my grandma, and I could not afford to make her feel sad. �I’m gonna be a priest 

someday.”� Meanwhile, my father strongly recommended it to me too. �It felt weird because the more my father recommended it to 

me, the more I started to feel I didn’t like it. �My mother just supported my father, and I hated it. They were the two people who actu-

ally made me always ask myself whether becoming a priest was my choice or rather their choice for me.��

In the classroom from elementary until high school, they started calling me “Faths” short for Father, because early on, our teachers 

would encourage us to also tell our ambition in life whenever we introduce our name on the first day of school. �It’s cool because as 

early as high school I already enjoyed the high esteem and respect of my classmates and friends � I didn’t get bullied; though it lim-

ited my desires to express myself � like my classmates would say, you are not allowed to have a girlfriend because you wanna be a 

priest, right?�

I was well guarded by my classmates and I couldn’t just be messing around because they already had high expectations of me. �It was 

kind of helpful; though I carried the obligation to behave well in and out. �And the biggest thing was when our parish priest, an-

nounced in the public so that it became known to the whole town that I was going to study in the seminary. �And for the first 

time, I said to myself: “O boy this is going to be serious now. �This is no joke anymore. �It’s not a “cool�cool thing” anymore. It is for 

real.”�

To make the story short: �the grandma’s encouragement, my parents’ strong recommendation, the name�calling, and the priest’s pub-

lic announcements were the concrete voices that gave me a hint: �I should consider thinking of becoming a priest. They were the 

initial voices that led me to the seminary.� Now that’s the first way.�

The other way by which I heard the call was by paying attention to my desire. I did not “passionately” desire to be a priest when I was 

your age. �I just desired to be a “big�time” someday like many of you (young people), full of fancy dreams. Yes, I said, in high 

school, priesthood was my ambition, but there was nothing serious about it then. �I would rather imagine myself become big�time as a 

soldier, as a lawyer, or somebody in ranks and fine uniform � something very secular; therefore, not as a pr iest. ��

Obviously, those I thought “big�time desires” did not literally happen. But I knew, I always tried to follow them; though in a different 

way now. I always wanted something “bigger” than myself. And there it went when I entered the seminary. � Beyond my expec-

tation, the seminary was just so big to me. �I was challenged, I felt pounded, I was stretched to the limit, but I loved it because the 

whole thing in the seminary fed my desire. �I love Philosophy, I love literature, and above all I was fascinated by the beauty of study-

ing Theology. �This is where I also discovered my gifts, my passion, and my sense of purpose.�

I remember part of our seminary formation was to undergo a regency � a kind of break from the seminary life.� This was when we 

would be going out of the seminary structures,�totally away from the seminary routine for  one whole year . I did not follow the 

seminary program, I went out of the seminary for two years and I was teaching in a catholic school. �My two years in teaching regen-

cy helped me a lot and if there was one big thing I could recall on those years: it helped me a lot to realize that my gift is meant for 

priesthood � like I could be very much me if I would be a priest.�

One of the highlights of my formation years was when I was assigned as the executive secretary of the Bishop.� He was then elected 

as the President of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines � (here in America you have USCCB.) �I served as his ghost 

writer during his tenure as chairman of the CBCP and I could not believe some of my writings were on the national newspapers.��

Having accomplished things like matters with bigger and national significance, it made me recall some of my humbling experiences 

in the past, particularly when I was in 5th grade. I was so scared to speak in front of many people. I remember one occasion, I could 

not finish my speech because I was already petrified in front of hundreds of people. I was laughed at, but the good thing now, I have 

already overcome the trauma. I remembered in high school I could not advance to the higher level in a writing competition because I 

thought I wrote so bad, but here comes the time when I had to do some writings for the bishop, and I knew some of them will be on 

national publications. �And the good thing was: �My bishop just kept motivating me to make use of my gift. But apart from this, I still 

have many other gifts, like, I pray�with devotion, I enjoy basketball, volleyball and musical instruments. It’s not hard for me to find 

friends. I can communicate my heart out.� Most importantly, I am still obedient�to my bishop. As a young priest, I am able to see 

opportunities to learn and grow � every day for me is God’s work to mold me into the image of the Good Shepherd.�



To summarize: �there were two ways through which I heard the call, one from the outside; the other, from the inside. �How did I be-

come a priest? �God calls us according to the purpose he has set already for us from the moment we were formed in our mother’s 

womb. �And the purpose to which we are destined, most often goes with the gift. Follow your inner desire, just so you will come to 

terms with your gifts and passions. �Then, your gifts and passions will help you�determine which vocation you can serve the Lord 

best. This time, I think there’s no doubt, God wants me to be a priest. �Did I become big time?� Who cares? �But I know deep in my 

heart, I serve the Lord “big time” through the gift of priesthood.�

Thank you, Lord, for your blessings and guidance in my 9 years of priestly ministry.��
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“...OFFERING OF MASS BY PARISH PRIESTS IN 

PRIVATE…”�

�

These masses were said offered daily in private by Father John or 

by Father Roniel.   �

Monday, May 4�

��Gerald Beatty (Marge)�

Tuesday,  May 5�

��Barbara Filtz (Carl & Betty)�

Wednesday, May 6�

��Nicholas Colinear (Mary & Bill)�

Thursday, May 7�

��Angie Serwonski (Patty & Paul)�

Friday, May 8�

��Robert & Mary Jane Knaresbord (Family)�

Saturday,  May 9�

��Jean Chiapparelli (Granddaughter)�

Sunday,  May 10�

��All Mothers�

�

The following masses will be offered by the retired Priests at St. 

Vincent’s Archabby.�

��Joan Corvino (Family)�

��Steven Milosvich (Children)�

��Mary Magdalene & Charles Fiore (Charlotte)�

�

Sanctuary Candle: In Memory of Langer  and Raspotnik 

Families by Sandy�

�

Easter Flame Candle: In Memory Joanne Agnew by Cindy�

�

Divine Mercy Candle: In Celebration of the 100th Bir thday of 

Jeannie Farabaugh by Courtney and Rod�

�

St. Peregrine Candle: In Memory of Cathy Brutout by 

Friends�

�

Altar Candles for the month of May: In memory of Beulah 

Frazier by Harold & Emily Frazier �

�

Sunday Readings   �

    Fifth Sunday of Easter  �

Acts of the Apostles� 6:1�7�

1 Peter  � � 2:4�9�

John� � 14:1�12�

    Sixth Sunday of Easter  �

Acts of the Apostles� 8:5�8; 14�17�

1 Peter  � � 3:15�18�

John� � 14:15�21�

�

Prayers and Sympathy�

Please pray for the Family of Helen Rudinsky Smith who died 

recently.  May she rest in peace.�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

On You Tube!!!�

�

The latest video on Operation Safe Mode channel is up and 

running � don't forget to subscribe!�

�

To receive the Daily Reflections from Father Roniel; messages 

from Father John and Father Roniel, please sign up for Flock 

Notes  at:�

www.flocknote.com�

�

A wonderful way for all of us to stay in touch and keep our flock 

together.�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

MASS SCHEDULE�

MESSAGES FROM FATHER JOHN AND 

FATHER RONIEL 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH� IRWIN, PA�

QUEEN OF ANGELS CORNER 

We are pleased to share that with your efforts, we 

have collected�$1,650.00 during the 

2019/2020�Apples for the Students�program 

year.� Thank you to everyone for your time and 

support you have showed to our school.� If you 

would like to help us with this program please link 

your Giant Eagle Advantage card to us.� Our school 

code is #0867.�

�

Apples For The Students • Three Easy Steps •�

Register your Giant Eagle Advantage Card® at 

GiantEagle.com/AFTS.�

Enter our School ID #� 0867 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � .�

Shop with your Giant Eagle Advantage Card®.�

�

The only registered supporters who need to re�

register are those who wish to support a different 

school.�

�

Each time your Giant Eagle Advantage Card® is 

scanned, your purchases automatically earn funds 

used to obtain our overall educational needs.�

�

Thank you, once again, for your dedication and 

commitment to�Apples for the Students.�
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Daniel A. Szekely Jr., DMD
 Family Dentistry
 Cosmetic & Preventive Care
 “Win with a great grin”

(724) 864-7307  or 861-8000
8800 Barnes Lake Rd., Suite 300

North Huntingdon, PA 15642

Larry Lint FLooring

 724-446-0480 111 Notch Lane Wendel, PA #PA004471

(412) 469-1007
www.jordanbanana.com

THIS SPACE IS

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1204

 ROBERT BEITER 

TREE SERVICE
AND LANDSCAPING

3265 Route 136, PO Box 123 Darragh
(724) 863-3771 • (724) 446-TREE (8733)

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE
Tree Trimming - Removal

Bucket Truck Service - Stump Removal
  WE DO IT ALL!    Since 1951

With a long “To-Do” list, 
isn’t it time to check-off
“Managing Your Retirement?”
The management of your wealth presents unique opportunities
and new challenges that require your attention. Wealth planning is an 
integral part of achieving your financial goals. How you will maintain 
the wealth you’ve accumulated should be a primary consideration in the 
development of an investment strategy. Like any successful endeavor, managing
 your wealth requires a well thought out plan that anticipates your needs and prepares you for the future. 
Please contact me to discuss how we may develop an investment strategy suitable for your specific needs.

 Raymond L. Dinkel
 Executive Director - Investments
 Oppenheimer & Co. Inc.
 2790 Mosside Boulevard, Suite 210
 Monroeville, PA 15146
 (412) 858-7306 Phone
 (877) 301-2506 Toll Free
 raymond.dinkel@opco.com

Oppenheimer & Co. Inc. Transacts Business on All Principal Exchanges and Member SIPC

Irwin Office 
724.861.4427 | stbank.com

Your Landscape 
and Hardscape 

Superstore

724-863-9155
Call For Hours

www.norwinsupply.com
199 Entry Road, North Huntingdon, PA 15642

REACH
 HIGHER GET
3.75% APY 

Insurance & Financial Services
Robert W. Lohr (724) 972-6223

*Credit Rate Guaranteed for 1st Year Only 
*Guaranteed Minimum Rate of 2.75% APY

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today! 
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630 



Family Owned and Operated Since 1869
William R Snyder • J. William Snyder • David E. Mahlstedt

 Dowling insurance agency

 (724) 864-7157
 www.dowlinginsuranceagency.com

(412) 823-1561

Since 1945 Commercial
& Residential

IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION

CEMETERY
GENESIS SECTION – NOW OPEN

SINGLE-DOUBLE-FAMILY
LOTS AVAILABLE

LAWN MAUSOLEUM – A NEW OPTION
CALL: (724) 863-9550

FOR INFORMATION

Joseph J. Wawrzeniak DMD
Family Dental Care

13370 Route 30
N. Huntingdon, PA 15642

(724) 863-2077

 PA License 019959• Sewer/Gas/Water Lines
• Fixtures 
• Water Heaters 
• Video Inspections
• Excavation
• Backflow Certification

$10 OFF w/coupon

(412) 754-1824

“PROTECTION IS OUR PROFESSION”

(724) 863-7501
www.stfah.com

724-863-8900 • www.ottfuneralhome.com

THIS SPACE IS

 Campbell's 
 Service Center
1111 Clay Pike • North Huntingdon

(724) 863-9964
Full serve at self-serve prices
Free state safety inspections

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
MARK (724) 446-1375
MULARSKI Fax: (724) 446-1501
129 CROSS STREET • IRWIN, PA 15642

email: eliteheating@comcast.net

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.

PA 019649

Room Additions • Game Rooms • Garages
Bathrooms • Roofing/Siding • Windows

Soffit & Fascia • Decks
Greensburg: 724-837-6001 | North Huntingdon:  412-754-2517

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1204

Louis Izzo, DPM 
Allegheny Health Network 
Westmoreland Podiatry
255 South 8th Street 4044 Route 130
Jeannette, PA 15644 Irwin, PA 15642
For an appointment with Dr. Izzo, please call 724-523-6700.

labuda
Farm Service

724.446.7231
3208 Clay Pike • Herminie
John Labuda, Parishioner
LanudaFarmService.com

This Space 
is Available

Norwin Hills, North Huntingdon

724-864-7777

3919 William Penn Hwy, Murrysville

724-733-7770

• Thomas M. Bartolac, O.D.
• Justine A. Cakanac, O.D.
• Chris J. Cakanac, O.D.
• Randy J. Cakanac, O.D.
• Ronald J. Campana, O.D.



 DAVIS FINANCIAL GROUP
 Keith C. Davis
	 Certified	Financial	Planner™
 100 Pennsylvania Ave. • Irwin
 (724) 864-8600

 LITTERINI
 PLUMBING

REGISTERED MASTER
PLUMBER

724-864-1653
Insured • Free Estimates

WEST HEMPFIELD
SELF STORAGE

 724-446-3378
 24 Hour Electronic Gate
  and Lighted Surveillance
3286 Route 136 • Darragh, PA

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1204

Petrillo Jones, llc
attorneys at law

Mary Ann Petrillo, Esq.
Tyler J. Jones, Esq. 

Protecting Families, Seniors & Children
PROBATE • ESTATE PLANNING

ADOPTION • ELDER LAW
$450 Estate Planning Services

with this ad

412 Main Street • Irwin, PA 15642

724-861-8333  • www.MaryAnnPetrillo.com

24/7 Emergency Service

Local & Professional since 1971
724.863.5801

www.elkair.com

and lots
of other

fun
stuff

party candy
soft drinks
snacks
candy
fund-raising
wedding buffet
restaurant supplies

LUEHM CANDY COMPANY
Wholesale Distributors

46 But termilk Hollow Rd
N. Hunting ton 

(NEAR NORWIN HIGH SCHOOL)

724.863.3890
LuehmCandy.com

 OPEN M-F 7A-5P

724.515.7299
FREE ESTIMATE
Specialize in Exterior

Aluminum & Vinyl

$200 OFF
any painting 

purchase over $2000

pittsburgh-east.certapro.com

H I S T L E R
CONSTRUCTION CO.W

Bob Fisher
1300 Braddock Ave • Braddock, PA

412.225.6562 Cell

412-373-5670 
Emergency Door Services in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 

specializes in affordable garage door sales and services.

For all of your real estate needs, buyers 
or sellers, contact Mary McTiernan

with RE/MAX Realty Access Irwin, PA.
OFFICE #: 724-864-2200 ext. 18
CELL #: 724-244-4287
marymctiernan@comcast.net

Member SIPC

Matt Wirtz, CFP®, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
200 2nd St. • Irwin, PA
724-864-6214
www.edwardjones.com Kim Gillespie

Coldwell Banker Real Estate Services
C. 724.640.8851 | O. 724.864.2121
kim.gillespie@pittsburghmoves.com

7562 Route 30
North Huntingdon

PA 15642
Operated by a

subsidiary of
NRT LLC.

 Bock Agency
 11799 Route 30
 724-863-4619

 www.BockInsurance.net

 Dr. Carla
 CAPOZZI
 ORTHODONTICS

“We Create Smiles in Countless Ways”
3520 Rte. 130, Ste. 4001, Penn Twp., Irwin, PA 15642

Phone: (724) 744-4074
E-Mail: drc@drcapozzi.com

Website: www.drcapozzi.com
 Diplomate American 
 Board of Orthodontics

Member SIPC

JOSEPH
YEZOVICH
CFP®, CFA®

Financial Advisor

LOCATED IN GREENSBURG
412-633-1695

hefren.com/joseph-yezovich

The Kanaan-Yezovich Group


