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IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH 



HAPPENINGS ON THE CORNER & AROUND THE DIOCESE! 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!! 
 

 IMG/IWG—Immaculata Men’s and Women’s 
Group will finish the sessions on “The Chosen” 
 the following 4 weeks: 1/20, 1/27 2/3 & 
 2/10/2024 6:30 a.m. 

 Journey to Scripture—Special Needs Faith  
      Formation Meeting—January 17, 2024- 
 7 pm to 8:30 pm—Our Lady’s Plaza—  
 Please contact Bernie Cymbor  
 724-864-0936 or waybern2@comcast.net 
 Christian Mothers Women’s Guild—CMWG 
      The general membership meeting will be held on     
 February 13th at 7 p.m. in Our Lady’s Plaza 
 (there is not a mass at 6:30 p.m.). All are  
 welcome!  For more information please call  
 parish office at 724-863-9550. 

PRAY FOR LIFE 
If you are unable to join the March for Life in Wash-
ington, DC, please consider joining The Greensburg 
Diocesan Council of the National Women (DCCW) for 
a day of prayer (you may come and go as needed). 
When:       Friday, January 19, 2024 
Where:      Christ Our Shepherd Center 
                           Greensburg, PA 
Schedule:   11:30 am—Rosary for priests 
                     Noon—Mass 
                     Rosary for Life 
                     Stations of the Cross for Life 
                     3:00 pm—Divine Mercy Chaplet 
                     3:30 pm –Litany for Life 
                     4:00 pm –Closing Prayer 

Knights of Columbus Donations for Vocations -
  St Jude 9019 Knights of Columbus will be collecting 
for Vocations this month. All monies collected for  
vocations are in support of the Bishops Project for 
Vocations, as well as Seminarians in the Greensburg 
Diocese. Last year we collected $4,796 from the  
Parishes of Immaculate Conception, St Agnes, and St 
Elizabeth Ann Seton. From that total last year we 
gave $2,500 to the Bishops Endowment for  
Vocations, and we donated $1,000 directly to a  
Designated Seminarians studying for the 
Priesthood in our Diocese. This year we 
are supporting four seminarians, David 
Lusrick ,Tyler Randolph, Ryan Scavnicky, 
and Matteo Arcara. Thank you for  
supporting this worthy cause! 

Thanks to everyone who took some time 

from their busy holiday schedules to help us 

decorate our church for Christmas...it looks 

beautiful!  Of course, all things must come 

to an end.  On Sunday, January 7,  

after 11:30 Mass, we could use your help to 

disassemble and pack away the  

decorations, trees and nativity to prepare 

for Ordinary Sunday.  Hope to see you 

there! 

CHILDREN’S ENVELOPES  
ARE LOCATED IN THE BACK OF THE CHURCH IF 

YOU HAVE NOT TAKEN YOURS.  EACH FAMILY IS 
ASSIGNED A NUMBER SO KINDLY SIGN THE 

SHEET SO WE KNOW THAT YOU HAVE RECEIVED 
YOURS FOR YOUR FAMILY. THANK YOU FOR 

YOUR HELP! 

Home blessing kits-will be available while 

supply lasts in the back of the church. The tradition is 

to bless your home on the Feast of the Epiphany which 

falls on Jan 7, 2024.  The kits have been blessed and 

includes the instruction sheet, chalk, and holy water. 

The family will use the chalk to write 20 + C + M + B + 

24.  The letters represent the first initials of the three 

kings who visited the Christ child on Epiphany: Caspar, 

Melchior, & Balthazar.  Those letters also signify the 

Latin phrase Christus Mansionem benedicat, which 

means, “May Christ bless the house”. 



PASTOR’S NOTES CONTINUED 
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Pastor’s Notes Continued 

CATHOLIC TRADITION: 
DEVOTIONAL AND LITURGICAL CANDLES 

 The practice of lighting candles is an important tradition in Catholic churches, communities and families. Its origins may be traced back 

in the Old Testament times where an oil lamp is lit to “keep a flame burning perpetually” (Exodus 27:19-20) and as a “lamp stand in the 
Tent of Meeting...from generation to generation” (Exodus 30:7-8) “set up before the Lord as He has commanded Moses” (Exodus 40:24
-25). 
 The New Testament further highlights the sanctity of this light in Paul’s Letter to the Hebrews. “A first tent was prepared with the lamp 
stand, the table and the bread of the presence; this is called the Holy Place” (Hebrews 9:2). In today’s Catholic tradition, this light has a 
very special place because it symbolizes Christ who said, “I am the Light of the world; the one who follows me will not walk in darkness, 
but will have light and life” (John 8:12). 
 In most every part of Catholic celebrations and rituals, lighting of candles plays a very significant role. Candles are lit during the cele-

bration of the Mass, on liturgical and funeral processions and evening prayer ceremo-
nies. Candles are lit before the Tabernacle to signify the Lord’s presence in the Blessed 
Sacrament and to call for reverence on the part of the faithful.  
  In the Sacrament of Baptism, as a person is initiated into the Church, a candle is lit 
from the Paschal Candle, The symbol, His passion, His death and His resurrection. The 
person receives the Light of Christ that he—of Christ’s Paschal Mystery may live and 
walk the path of God’s children and keep the flame of faith burning alive in his heart. As 
he receives this indelible baptismal mark, he shall meet the Lord and be one with all the 
saints in Heaven when the right time comes. 
  Candles are lit before an image of our Lord and before the saints. Catholics practice 
this not to honor the image itself but the one it truly represents. The lit candle symbolizes 

a prayer offering where we present our petitions to the Lord and ask the saints to pray with us and to pray for us during our most dire 
need. This light, as it is kept burning, also shows our desire to remain in God’s presence as we go through our daily duties at home and 
in the workplace. 
 Candles lit before Christ’s image also shows our reverence to Him who deserves our adoration and thanksgiving and who alone can 
forgive our sins and bring us back into deeper relationship with Him.  
  Let us then bear in mind that as we celebrate our sacred liturgies, our sacraments and our special prayers, Christ, the Source of all 
Light, shall come to us to be ever present to strengthen us, instruct us, inspire us hope that His Light will never burn out as long as we 
live in faith without a shadow of doubt that darkness will ever defeat us. 
  
PASS ON THE TRADITION TO YOUR CHILDREN 
Catholic Traditions of Sacramental’s are so important to pass on to our children and participate in them as a family. Lighting candles at 
church...saying a prayer together and leaving knowing that it continues to be offered on your behalf was a great comfort to me as a 
child. That is why I make so many opportunities available in our church. Devotions to: the Divine Mercy of Jesus; Mary our Mother; 
Saint Joseph our family protector.  

If you would like a candle lit in memory of a loved one, the following are available and will remain 
lit in that person’s memory for a two-week period. 
 
St. Joseph Candle, Sanctuary Candle, St. Peregrine Candle, Easter Flame Candle, and the Divine 
Mercy Candle.  Please call the office at 724-863-9550 and we will be happy to help you with your 
request.  There is a donation of $25. 

 
 
HOPE - Being stewards of Hope means that even in the face of difficulties, our eyes stay affixed on God. 
 

 Consider watching the fabulous series “CHOSEN” which is beginning its 4
th
 season! This show of Jesus’ life with his 

apostles gives great “hope” to all of us that He called disciples who were ordinary, quirky and not highly educated in the 
ways of God to be his closest followers. The series can be down loaded on the chosen app or seen on Prime video! A 
must BINGE watch series! 

 One of the great difficulties in the battle to end abortion. Prayer and presence are the vehicle to realize this victory.   

 Many will go to Washington on January 19th to the “March for Life”, others are called to support them through prayer. So 
make a special intention to pray the rosary and attend Mass or stop in the church for private prayer. 



SACRAMENTS 
 

 
The sacrament is available during Confession hour 

and after each Mass per request. 

 

Matrimony 
Couples wishing to celebrate the Sacrament of 

Matrimony must contact the parish office one year 

in advance of the wedding.  
 

Baptism 
Families of our parish who wish to have their child 

baptized please email Susan Cheplic at  

skcheplic@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
to register for Baptism Preparation. 

Tuesday 5:15 - 6:15 p.m. & Saturday 9-10 a.m. 

Immaculate Conception  
Parish offers  
Online Giving 
For additional information    
visit our website at: 
www.icirwin.org/
giving/funds or 
scan the QR Code 
If  you decide to switch to online giving and would like 
to discontinue your envelopes please contact the parish 

office. Thank you! 

CANDLES 
 

Sanctuary Candle: In Memory of Joann Barbour  by  
   Family             
                                                                          
Divine Mercy Candle: In Memory of Joseph Balzer  by Wife
        
   
St. Peregrine Candle: Special Intentions for  Matthew Washil 
   by Nancy Dupier   
    
Easter Flame Candle: In Memory of  Joann Barbour  by 
   Family  
                                    
St. Joseph’s Candle:  In Memory of  Month’s Mind 
    
                                           
Altar Candles for the Month of December: 
                                    In Memory of  Beverly J. Sporio by 
                                         Matthew & Leah Pozzuto 

 January 7, 2024 - The Epiphany of the Lord 
               Isaiah                                60:1-6 
               Ephesians                         3:2-3a, 5-6 
  Matthew                           2:1-12  
 January 14, 2024 - Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
               1 Samuel                            3:3b-10, 19 
               1 Corinthians                     6:13c-15a, 17-20 

  John                                   1:35-42   

         Prayers and Sympathy 
Please pray for the families of Charles 

McCright, Esther Wurzell, Jerry Urbani 

and all of our dearly departed.  May 
they rest in peace and may perpetual 
light shine upon them. 

 We have many opportunities to become 
involved: 
If you are interested in volunteering or planning to 
resume volunteering for our parish ministries and 
parish activities please contact Sharyn Gesmond at 
sgesmond@dioceseofgreensburg.org  OR 

724-863-9550 to update and/or obtain your clearances. 

Homebound Ministry  
If you know of any family, neighbors, or fellow pa-
rishioners who are homebound and would like to have 
a Homebound Minister bring them Holy Communion, 
please call Sharyn Gesmond at the Parish Office 
724.863.9550 or  
Email her at: sgesmond@dioceseofgreensburg.org  

Matters of Sexual Misconduct Information 
If you have any suspicion about the sexual abuse (or any other 

type of abuse) of a minor child by anyone — please contact PA 

ChildLine immediately at 800-932-0313. If the alleged abuser is 

functioning in a parish, school or diocesan position as clergy, 

religious, paid staff or volunteer you are also requested to con-

tact the Bishop’s Delegate for Matters of Sexual Misconduct 

after you have called the ChildLine number and made the re-

port. The Bishop’s Delegate may be reached at 724-837-0901, 

ext. 1221.  

WEEKLY OFFERTORY: 
Sunday Offertory -  
   12/23 & 24—$20,575.65  
 Online Giving— 
 12/18-24-$4,045.70 
 12/25-31-$6,034.00                          
 Christmas Offertory- 

                               (as of 12/28) -  
         $28,797.26 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!  

MAY GOD BLESS YOU ALWAYS!                      

Psalm 27:4-5 
Heavenly Father, I look to You! One thing I ask of You is 
that I will dwell in Your house all the days of my life so 
that I may gaze upon Your beauty and seek You in Your 
temple. Lord, in the day of trouble You will keep me safe 
in Your dwelling; You will hide me in the shelter of Your  
tabernacle. Oh Lord, help me find my way to Your dwell-
ing because the grief is overwhelming, Amen.  



Crosses on the Wall in the Chapel 
in memory of a loved one 

 
The crosses on the wall are in memory of our  
recently deceased loved ones.  The engraved  
crosses are placed on the wall until the next All 
Souls Mass.  When we remove them, we let the 
loved ones know that they are welcome to take 
them to keep.  If you think you may have  
forgotten to take yours, please call the office to 
let us know. 
Parish Office:  724-863-9550 

HAPPENING TODAY! 
Knights of Columbus Free Throw  

Championship -   
All boys and girls ages 9 to 14 are invited to par-
ticipate in the local competition for the Knights of 
Columbus Free Throw Championships. The local 
competition will be held Sunday, January 7, 2024 
at Queen of Angels Gymnasium, and start time is 
1:00 PM. Boys and girls will compete in their re-
spective age divisions with winners progressing 
through Local, District, Regional and State Com-
petitions. For questions or registration information 
please call or email Al Borgony at 724-864-3487 
or email   a.borgony@comcast.net  ,or Matt 
Cheplic at 412-736-9196 or email 
mcheplic@gmail.com . 

Cancer support group meets monthly at St. 
Barbara Parish, Harrison City 

The St. Peregrine cancer support group meets 
monthly (usually the third Wednesday at 7 p.m.) 
at St. Barbara Parish, Harrison City. All cancer 
survivors and caregivers are welcome. The next 
meeting is Wednesday, Jan. 17.  

PATHWAYS AT SAINT BARTHOLOMEW  
Beginning on Saturday February 17 at 6:30 PM,  at 
Saint Bartholomew Parish (2538 State Route 119, 
Crabtree, PA 15624)  will be hosting a diocesan wide 
program called "Pathways".  The purpose of the pro-
gram is to offer an intense opportunity for attendees to 
deepen their walk with the Lord and enhance their 
lives as his disciples.  After the initial program, a se-
ries of twenty evening encounters will follow.  It is a 
time demanding program, but it is intended to help 
those interested to put Christ first and even support 
future evangelization efforts.  You can find more  
information by calling St. Bartholomew's Parish  
Office at 724-834-0709. 

ANGELS CORNER 

At Queen of Angels Catholic School we practice 

the gift of our FAITH daily and especially dur-

ing our weekly masses. It fills our hearts with 

JOY to grow in faith and watch our children 

practice their FAITH freely.   

Registration for the school year 2024-2025 will 

begin early February.  Please contact the school 

office at 724 978-0144 to schedule a tour!   

Please join our family! 
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	 Campbell's 
	 Service Center

1111 Clay Pike • North Huntingdon
(724) 863-9964

Full serve at self-serve prices
Free state safety inspections

PA 019649

Room Additions • Game Rooms • Garages
Bathrooms • Roofing/Siding • Windows

Soffit & Fascia • Decks
Greensburg: 724-837-6001 | North Huntingdon:  412-754-2517

labuda
Farm Service

724.446.7231
3208 Clay Pike • Herminie
John Labuda, Parishioner
LanudaFarmService.com J. William Snyder • David E. Mahlstedt

Family Owned 
and Operated 
Since 1869

 PA License 019959• Sewer/Gas/Water Lines
• Fixtures 
• Water Heaters 
• Video Inspections
• Excavation
• Backflow Certification

$10 OFF w/coupon

(412) 754-1824
(412) 469-1007(412) 469-1007

www.jordanbanana.comwww.jordanbanana.com

(412) 823-1561

Since 1945 Commercial
& Residential

Daniel A. Szekely Jr., DMD
	 Family Dentistry
	Cosmetic & Preventive Care
	“Win with a great grin”

(724) 864-7307  or 861-8000
8800 Barnes Lake Rd., Suite 300

North Huntingdon, PA 15642

IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION

CEMETERY
GENESIS SECTION – NOW OPEN

SINGLE-DOUBLE-FAMILY
LOTS AVAILABLE

LAWN MAUSOLEUM – A NEW OPTION
CALL: (724) 863-9550

FOR INFORMATION

	Dowling Insurance Agency

	 (724) 864-7157
	 www.dowlinginsuranceagency.com

Larry Lint Flooring

	724-446-0480	 111 Notch Lane Wendel, PA	 #PA004471

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME  Sue Novosel

snovosel@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6318

724-863-8900 • www.ottfuneralhome.com
Jeffery T. Hite, Supervisor

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

MARK MULARSKI
Ph: (724) 446-1375
Fax: (724) 446-1501
129 CROSS STREET 

IRWIN, PA 15642

elitehvac.irwin@gmail.com

PHILLIPS
MONUMENT
COMPANY

720 State Route 130 Trafford, PA

412-372-7000
A monument company for over 60 years.

 ROBERT BEITER 

TREE SERVICE
AND LANDSCAPING

3265 Route 136, PO Box 123 Darragh
(724) 863-3771 • (724) 446-TREE (8733)

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE
Tree Trimming - Removal

Bucket Truck Service - Stump Removal
  WE DO IT ALL! 	   Since 1951

coffee • tea • pastries • breakfast

512 Main St. 
Irwin, PA

724-863-3111

cafe & coffeehouse
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WEST HEMPFIELD
SELF STORAGE

	 724-446-3378
	 24 Hour Electronic Gate
	  and Lighted Surveillance
3286 Route 136 • Darragh, PA

H I S T L E RH I S T L E R
CONSTRUCTION CO.CONSTRUCTION CO.WW

Bob Fisher
1300 Braddock Ave • Braddock, PA

412.225.6562 Cell

Member SIPC

Matt Wirtz, CFP®, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
200 2nd St. • Irwin, PA
724-864-6214
www.edwardjones.com

	 Bock Agency
	 11799 Route 30
	 724-863-4619

	 www.BockInsurance.net

	 Dr. Carla
	 CAPOZZI
	 ORTHODONTICS

“We Create Smiles in Countless Ways”
3520 Rte. 130, Ste. 4001, Penn Twp., Irwin, PA 15642

Phone: (724) 744-4074
E-Mail: drc@drcapozzi.com

Website: www.drcapozzi.com
	 Diplomate American 
	 Board of Orthodontics

Petrillo Jones, llc
Attorneys at Law

Mary Ann Petrillo, Esq.
Tyler J. Jones, Esq. 

Protecting Families, Seniors & Children
PROBATE • ESTATE PLANNING

ADOPTION • ELDER LAW
$450 Estate Planning Services

with this ad

412 Main Street • Irwin, PA 15642

724-861-8333  • www.MaryAnnPetrillo.com

ROOFING • SIDING
GUTTERS

724-515-5551
CallthePickle.com

	 LITTERINI
	 PLUMBING

REGISTERED MASTER
PLUMBER

724-864-1653
Insured

101 Buttermilk Hollow Rd., Irwin • 724-864-2742

Carwen’s Boarding and Grooming
COMPASSIONATE, EXPERIENCED ANIMAL LOVERS SPECIALIZING IN GROOMING AND BOARD

carwensboardingandgrooming.com

Joseph J. Wawrzeniak DMD
Family Dental Care

13370 Route 30
N. Huntingdon, PA 15642

(724) 863-2077

O:724-863-3300
C:724-331-8488

Heat Retentive

724-515-7560
www.wcpoolpros.com

Margaret M. Hock, Esquire
WILLS & ESTATE PLANNING

412-316-8647 • mhock@trc-law.com

Call 724-572-3230 
or scan QR code to 

schedule online.

We care, because you care. Trust Shaffer Memorial.
920 Industrial Blvd., Loyalhanna, PA 15661

(724) 539-2926 • shaffermemorial@aol.com
www.ShafferMemorial.com

FREE MEDICARE AND  
INSURANCE HELP

Confused about Medicare?
Medicare’s Annual Election Period is 
Oct. 15-Dec. 7 when you can make a 

change to your Medicare for January 1st.

Need Health Insurance or Help with 
your current Pennie plan?

The Health Insurance Open Enrollment  
Period is Nov. 1 – Jan. 15 when you can  

enroll/make changes to Pennie.
I’m your local Medicare/Insurance Advisor – Chris Visco 
Call me to set up your appointment today!  
724.972.7591  •  Chrisvisco12@gmail.com

I will make sure you 
are on the RIGHT 

plan for you!

25% OFF TOTAL ORDER
Present coupon for discount

Hours: Tues - Fri 10:00 - 3:00 • (724) 527-5776 
Plus, first Saturday of each month 

372 N 1st St at Rt 130, Jeannette, PA 15644 

St Vincent de Paul 
Thrift Store - Jeannette


