
Parish Office Hours  -  8am to 4pm  
Monday through Friday 

308 Second Street  -  Irwin, Pa 15642 
Parish Office: 724-863-9550 or 

Kris Fischerkeller, Administrative Assistant  
kfischerkeller@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH 
AUGUST 4, 2024 EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Parish Staff Contacts 
 Rev. Michael Crookston, 

Pastor mcrookston@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
 

Rev. Louiegene Arnold Valdez,  
Parochial Vicar lvaldez@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

 
Courtney Ruby, Business Manager 

cruby@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
 

Sharyn Gesmond, H.R./Event Coordinator  
sgesmond@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

 
Bridget Deveney, Director of Music Ministry 

bdeveney@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
 

Susan Cheplic, Director of Faith Formation 
skcheplic@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

 
Katelyn Waterhouse, Regional  Director of  

Youth Ministry 
kwaterhouse@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

 

 
Queen of Angels Catholic School 

Jennifer Filak, Principal 
724-978-0144 

jfilak@queenofangelssch.org 
www.queenofangelssch.org 

 
Diocese of Greensburg 

www.dioceseofgreensburg.org 
 

Help Lines 
St. Vincent DePaul 

www.svdpgreensburg.org  -  724-691-3711 
 

Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Greensburg 
724-837-1840 

 



HAPPENINGS ON THE CORNER & AROUND THE DIOCESE 

IMMACULATA MEN’S GROUP/IMMACULATA 
WOMEN’S GROUP— IMG/IWG 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 10, 2024 

OUR LADY’S PLAZA 
Please join us for our last summer meeting.  We will 
be watching a film from the Augustine Institute:  
Seeking the Face of God. Please bring a friend and 
join us. All are welcome! 

CHRISTIAN MOTHER/WOMEN’S GUILD— 
CMWG-GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

Election of new officers will be August 
13, 2024 in Our Lady’s Plaza immedi-
ately following Tuesday evening Mass 
or 7 p.m.  There will be a ballot box in 
the Narthex before and after Masses the 
weekend of July 27/28 and August 3/4 
for Christian Mothers to nominate new officers. 

Immaculate Conception Cemetery in Irwin is hiring a 

full time cemetery assistant manager.  The position is 

Monday – Friday, approximately 40 hours per week. 

Occasionally Saturday work is required.  Applicants 

are requested to submit a current resume to Courtney 

Ruby at cruby@dioceseofgreensburg.org or call the 

parish office at 724-863-9550.  Candidates must have 

the ability to obtain all necessary clearances.   

Position requires physical labor and includes but is not 
limited to:  

Burial Maintenance 

Ground Maintenance 

Grass Cutting & Weed Trimming 

Foundation/Memorial Maintenance 

Equipment Maintenance 

Snow removal  

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CEMETERY FULL TIME 
POSITION:  The position is Monday-Friday, approxi-
mately 40 hours per week and requires physical labor, 
preferred excavator experience. Candidates must have 
the ability to obtain all necessary clearances.  For more 
information please contact Courtney Ruby,  
Business Manager, at (724) 863-9550  

Creation Care Corner   

     What is the Vatican doing to care for God’s creation?    

Pope Francis announced in June that the Vatican will begin 

working to build an agrivoltaic system that will supply the 

entire Vatican City’s energy needs.   

    “There is a need to make a transition to a model of sus-

tainable development that reduces greenhouse gas emis-

sions into the atmosphere, and establish the goal of climate 

neutrality”, the Pope said in his apostolic letter, titled 

“Brother Sun”, released on June 21st, the summer solstice 

and longest day of the year. 

    “Humanity has the technological means needed to tackle 

this environmental transformation and its ethical, social, 

economic, and political consequences, and among these, 

solar energy plays a key role” said the Holy Father. 

    Agrivoltaic systems are a series of solar panels that co-

exist with crops, livestock, or both, such as having panel 

arrays on top of greenhouses, or among the fields, elevated 

to still allow for agricultural purposes. Interested in learn-

ing more?  Please contact chris@syncrous.com 



AUGUST 4, 2024 EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

  August 4, 2024-   Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary     
                                                                                       Time 
                                          Exodus                              16:2-4, 12-15                         
                                             Ephesians                          4:17, 20-24 
                 John                                                                                  6:24-35 
 
August 11, 2024-  Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary     
                                                                                       Time 
                                          1 Kings                              19:4-8                         
                                             Ephesians                          4:30-5:2 
                 John                                                                                  6:41-51 

CANDLES 
Sanctuary Candle: Special Intentions for Fr. 
            John Moineau by Divine Mercy Prayer Group      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                 
Divine Mercy:   In Memory of Margaret DeLaney  
                                       By Family                           
 
                                                                                                                                  
 St. Peregrine Candle:  In Memory of Timothy  
                                        Soisson by Family                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 Easter Flame Candle: In Memory of M ihalko  
                                          Family by Family                                            
                                                                                                                                              
  St. Joseph’s Candle:  Month ’s Mind  
                                    
                                                                                                           
                                             
Altar Candles for the Month of July: 
                               In Memory of  George, Marie, 
                             & Timothy Salopek by Family                               
                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                      

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HAVE A CANDLE LIT IN 
MEMORY OF YOUR LOVED ONE, PLEASE CALL THE 

PARISH OFFICE AND WE WILL BE GLAD TO HELP YOU! 

 
The sacrament is available during Confession hour 

and after each Mass per request. 

Matrimony 
Couples wishing to celebrate the Sacrament of 

Matrimony must contact  
the parish office one year in advance of the 

Wedding.  

Baptism 
Families of our parish who wish to have their child 

baptized please email Susan Cheplic at  

skcheplic@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
to register for Baptism Preparation. 

Tuesday 5:15 - 6:15 p.m. & Saturday 9-10 a.m. 

(except for the first Saturday of the month) 

Divine Mercy 

Join us for the Divine Mercy Chaplet Monday 
through Friday at 3:00 pm in the church. 

Please pray for tall of our  
faithful departed. Eternal rest grant unto 
them O Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon them.                           

ADORATION EVERY TUESDAY AFTER 7:45 AM 

Please note:  St. Elizabeth Ann Seton has 
changed their Saturday Confession Times from 
11:00 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Homebound Ministry  
If you know of any family, neighbors, 
or fellow parishioners who are  
homebound and would like to have a 
Homebound Minister bring them Holy 

Communion, please call  the Parish Office 
724.863.9550  

THIS SUNDAY AND NEXT SUNDAY’S 
READINGS 

Immaculate Conception  
Parish offers  
Online Giving 
For additional information    
visit our website at: 
www.icirwin.org/giving/funds 
or scan the QR Code 
If  you decide to switch to online giving and would like 
to discontinue your envelopes please contact the par-

ish office. Thank you! 



PASTOR’S NOTES  

100th Year Anniversary of Immaculate  
Conception’s Church Building 

 
We will celebrate with a Mass on August 18, 2024 at 
1:00 p.m. (there will NOT be 11:30 a.m. Mass that 
day) followed by a light reception in Our Lady’s  
Plaza.  All are welcome!  

We Become the Bread of Life for Others 
 
After being fed the bread and fish abundantly provided by Jesus in our gospel from last week, it is natural 
that the crowd would look for Jesus.  What they were not prepared for was that the bread Jesus offers is 
so much more than food that satisfies their immediate hunger; the food that Jesus offers satisfies the hun-
ger for eternal life.  Jesus is trying to help the crowd who has followed him to Capernaum make a shift in 
their understanding of him.  He is trying to help them move from human expectations and satisfaction to 
believing in and embracing what “endures for eternal life.”  This was no easy shift for the crowd to make, 
nor is it an easy shift for us. 
 
Seeing the manna on the ground, the Israelite community asks, “What is this?”  Moses answers that this 
is the bread God has given them to eat.  At the heart of their questioning of Jesus in the gospel, the crowd 
is really asking, “Who is this?”  Jesus answers, “I am the bread of life” sent by God.  The nourishment 
God sends us now is not a perishable substance but the very person of Jesus.  Moreover, this Bread 
“endures for eternal life,” and so long as we encounter Jesus among us, we will “never hunger,” “never 
thirst.”  This bread promises more than all the perishable bread in the world.  The bread Jesus offers is 
“bread from heaven,” a share in the fullness of life that only our encounters with Jesus can bring. 
 
What we need to receive Eucharist fruitfully is a personal relationship with Jesus.  This “bread from 
heaven” is ultimately a person, Jesus Christ.  If Jesus is the bread from heaven given for us and we are 
the Body of Christ, then we must conclude that we ourselves are to be bread from heaven that fosters 
eternal life for others.  As God has “set his seal” on Jesus, so through baptism and confirmation has God 
“set his seal” on us.  Jesus gives himself as bread from heaven; we give ourselves to others as bread from 
heaven when we live our baptismal commitment by doing the ordinary things of every day as Jesus 
would – with care, compassion, love, generosity, patience. 
 
The very person of Jesus is everything for which we long.  Jesus is the deep well of what’s beyond our 
immediate satisfaction, the deep well that brings us face to face with our longing and dissatisfaction.  Just 
as the crowd followed Jesus across the lake, looking for him to satisfy them, so must we follow Jesus as 
faithful disciples.  We both look for him in our everyday lives – in the people and circumstances around 
us – as well as faithfully bring that divine presence to others.  The bread God offers us is the abiding 
presence of Jesus among us; always reaching out to satisfy us with what is imperishable, what endures 
forever: eternal life! 

We have a new Regional Director of Youth Ministry 
that has joined our Faith Formation Program and will 
be working with Susan Cheplic. She will be focused 
on programs 7th through 12th grade. Please welcome 
Katelyn Waterhouse to our Parish! 



ANGELS CORNER—QUEEN OF ANGEL CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

Queen of Angels Catholic School – We are currently looking to fill our substitute teacher list for 
the school year 2024-2025.  If you would like to be added, please send your resume to: 
Queen of Angels Catholic School 
c/o Ms. Jennifer Filak, Principal 
One Main Street 
North Huntingdon, PA  15642 
Or email Jennifer Filak at jfilak@queenofangelssch.org. She can also be reached in the school 
office at 724-978-0144.   
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 Campbell's 
 Service Center

1111 Clay Pike • North Huntingdon
(724) 863-9964

Full serve at self-serve prices
Free state safety inspections

labuda
Farm Service

724.446.7231
3208 Clay Pike • Herminie
John Labuda, Parishioner
LanudaFarmService.com J. William Snyder • David E. Mahlstedt

Family Owned 
and Operated 
Since 1869

 PA License 019959• Sewer/Gas/Water Lines
• Fixtures 
• Water Heaters 
• Video Inspections
• Excavation
• Backflow Certification

$10 OFF w/coupon

(412) 754-1824
(412) 469-1007(412) 469-1007

www.jordanbanana.comwww.jordanbanana.com

(412) 823-1561

Since 1945 Commercial
& Residential

Daniel A. Szekely Jr., DMD
 Family Dentistry
 Cosmetic & Preventive Care
 “Win with a great grin”

(724) 864-7307  or 861-8000
8800 Barnes Lake Rd., Suite 300

North Huntingdon, PA 15642

IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION

CEMETERY
GENESIS SECTION – NOW OPEN

SINGLE-DOUBLE-FAMILY
LOTS AVAILABLE

LAWN MAUSOLEUM – A NEW OPTION
CALL: (724) 863-9550

FOR INFORMATION

 Dowling insurance agency

 (724) 864-7157
 www.dowlinginsuranceagency.com

Larry Lint FLooring

 724-446-0480 111 Notch Lane Wendel, PA #PA004471

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME  Sue Novosel

snovosel@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6318

724-863-8900 • www.ottfuneralhome.com
Jeffery T. Hite, Supervisor

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

MARK MULARSKI
Ph: (724) 446-1375
Fax: (724) 446-1501
129 CROSS STREET 

IRWIN, PA 15642

elitehvac.irwin@gmail.com

PHILLIPS
MONUMENT
COMPANY

720 State Route 130 Trafford, PA

412-372-7000
A monument company for over 60 years.

 ROBERT BEITER 

TREE SERVICE
AND LANDSCAPING

3265 Route 136, PO Box 123 Darragh
(724) 863-3771 • (724) 446-TREE (8733)

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE
Tree Trimming - Removal

Bucket Truck Service - Stump Removal
  WE DO IT ALL!    Since 1951

coffee • tea • pastries • breakfast

512 Main St. 
Irwin, PA

724-863-3111

cafe & coffeehouse

PA 019649

Room Additions • Game Rooms • Garages
Bathrooms • Roofing/Siding • Windows

Soffit & Fascia • Decks
Greensburg: 724-837-6001 | North Huntingdon:  412-754-2517
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WEST HEMPFIELD
SELF STORAGE

 724-446-3378
 24 Hour Electronic Gate
  and Lighted Surveillance
3286 Route 136 • Darragh, PA

H I S T L E RH I S T L E R
CONSTRUCTION CO.CONSTRUCTION CO.WW

Bob Fisher
1300 Braddock Ave • Braddock, PA

412.225.6562 Cell

Member SIPC

Matt Wirtz, CFP®, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
200 2nd St. • Irwin, PA
724-864-6214
www.edwardjones.com

 Bock Agency
 11799 Route 30
 724-863-4619

 www.BockInsurance.net

 Dr. Carla
 CAPOZZI
 ORTHODONTICS

“We Create Smiles in Countless Ways”
3520 Rte. 130, Ste. 4001, Penn Twp., Irwin, PA 15642

Phone: (724) 744-4074
E-Mail: drc@drcapozzi.com

Website: www.drcapozzi.com
 Diplomate American 
 Board of Orthodontics

Petrillo Jones, llc
attorneys at law

Mary Ann Petrillo, Esq.
Tyler J. Jones, Esq. 

Protecting Families, Seniors & Children
PROBATE • ESTATE PLANNING

ADOPTION • ELDER LAW
$450 Estate Planning Services

with this ad

412 Main Street • Irwin, PA 15642

724-861-8333  • www.MaryAnnPetrillo.com

ROOFING • SIDING
GUTTERS

724-515-5551
CallthePickle.com

101 Buttermilk Hollow Rd., Irwin • 724-864-2742

Carwen’s Boarding and Grooming
COMPASSIONATE, EXPERIENCED ANIMAL LOVERS SPECIALIZING IN GROOMING AND BOARD

carwensboardingandgrooming.com

Joseph J. Wawrzeniak DMD
Family Dental Care

13370 Route 30
N. Huntingdon, PA 15642

(724) 863-2077

Heat Retentive

724-515-7560
www.wcpoolpros.com

Margaret M. Hock, Esquire
WILLS & ESTATE PLANNING

412-316-8647 • mhock@trc-law.com

We care, because you care. Trust Shaffer Memorial.
920 Industrial Blvd., Loyalhanna, PA 15661

(724) 539-2926 • shaffermemorial@aol.com
www.ShafferMemorial.com

25% OFF TOTAL ORDER
Present coupon for discount

Hours: Tues - Fri 10:00 - 3:00 • (724) 527-5776 
Plus, first Saturday of each month 

372 N 1st St at Rt 130, Jeannette, PA 15644 

St Vincent de Paul 
Thrift Store - Jeannette

FREE MEDICARE HELP
Tired of getting tons of mail for Medicare?  Are 

you confused about how the process works?
Let Me Help! My services are free.

I represent most all carriers in Western PA, 
i.e. Highmark, UPMC, Aetna, Humana, Wellcare...

and many more.  I will provide a personalized 
“Medicare 101” class and assist you in 

enrolling in Part A,B,C & D.
I will be there for you all year round to help with 
any questions or concerns, and each year during

 Open Enrollment to make sure you 
are ready for next year.

I’m your local Medicare/Insurance Advisor – Chris Visco 
Call me or scan the QR code to set up an appointment
724.972.7591  •  Chrisvisco12@gmail.com

I will make sure you 
are on the RIGHT 

plan for you!

Partners in Health-UPMC welcomes Kim Avolio, DO,
to our new office in Ligonier. Expert medical care for
patients of all ages. New patients are welcome.

Partners in Health-UPMC 
200 West Main St. • Ligonier, PA 15658
724-441-3100


