
Immaculate Conception Parish Office  
308 Second Street Irwin, Pa 15642 

Parish Office: 724-863-9550  
 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday Sept. 16 - Friday Sept. 20 

8 am to 1 pm  

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH 
SEPTEMBER 15, 2024  TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
 Rev. Michael Crookston, Pastor  

mcrookston@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
 

Rev. Louiegene Arnold Valdez, Parochial Vicar 
lvaldez@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

 

Courtney Ruby, Business Manager 
cruby@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

 

Sharyn Gesmond, H.R./Event Coordinator  
sgesmond@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

 

Bridget Deveney, Director of Music Ministry 
bdeveney@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

 

Susan Cheplic, Director of Faith Formation 
skcheplic@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

 

Katelyn Waterhouse, Regional  Director of  
Youth Ministry 

kwaterhouse@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

Queen of Angels Catholic School 
Jennifer Filak, Principal 

jfilak@queenofangelssch.org 
www.queenofangelssch.org 

724-978-0144 
 

Diocese of Greensburg 
www.dioceseofgreensburg.org 

 
Help Lines 

St. Vincent DePaul 
www.svdpgreensburg.org  -  724-691-3711 

 
Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Greensburg 

724-837-1840 



HAPPENINGS ON THE CORNER & AROUND THE DIOCESE 

 

 

 
 

The Season of Creation 

The St. Barbara’s Creation Care Team is hosting 
a screening of “The Letter”, a film by the 

Laudato Si Movement, featuring Pope Francis 
and five leaders from around the world  
representing the voices of the poor, the  

Indigenous people, the youth, and the wildlife of 
our planet. The screening will take place on  
Wednesday, September 25th, at 6:00PM in  

St. Barbara’s Faith Formation Center.  
Light refreshments will be served. If attending, 

please email Dave Wasil at  
davew99@yahoo.com, or Chris Peta at 

chris@syncrous.com  

IMMACULATA MEN’S GROUP (IMG) &  
IMMACULATA WOMEN’S GROUP (IWG)  

Our next sessions will be next Saturday, 
September 21st for the men's group (IMG)  
and next Sunday, September 22nd for the  
women's group (IWG) at 6:30 am in Our  

Lady's Plaza. In this third session of the fall  
semester, we will continue with Season 4 of 

"The Chosen". All are welcome!  

Immaculate Conception & St. Elizabeth Ann Seton’s 

CASH BASH 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2024 

Seton’s Mack Hall  
Doors open at 5:00 p.m.  

Food served 5:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. 
Only 250 seats available – first come, first served 

Tickets on sale after Masses Sept. 28/29 

Bible Study 
Deacon Jeff is leading a Bible Study on Monday 
evenings starting on September 16

th
 at Seton in 

Mack hall at 6:30 pm. We will be covering the 
Sunday readings. Our goal is to open God’s 
word that has been given us by the inspired 
writers of the bible. Each meeting will be a stand 
alone meeting and they will run until Advent. All 
you will need is your bible. For more info or to let 
us know you are coming please email Deacon 
Jeff. jcieslewicz@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

Join Greensburg Central Catholic as we celebrate 
Homecoming Weekend!   

Friday September 27th and Saturday September 28th  
Friday Sept. 27th  Football Game - 7:00 pm  
Alumni Tent opens at 5:30 pm with a classic car  
display 
Sat. Sept 28th Homecoming Mass, Auxiliary Gym 
4:00 pm 
Sat. Sept 28th  Distinguished Centurion Award  
Dinner Ferrante’s Lakeview 6:30 pm.  
Tickets available at https://bidpal.net/gccdc24 
Honoring Robin Mull C’97 and Ronald Palcic C’76 
For more details call GCC at 724-834-0310 
x4201.  Come celebrate Homecoming!    

Christian Mothers/Women’ Guild  
Installation of Officers & New Members 
will be Tues. Sept. 17 at 6:30 pm Mass  

followed by refreshments in  
Our Lady’s Plaza.  

New member applications need to be  
returned to parish office by Sept 15. 

Regional Special Needs Class   
Our Journey to Scripture class for special needs 
teens and adults meets every first and third 
Wednesday of the month from 7:00pm-8:30pm.   
We meet in Our Lady’s Plaza which is located on the 
lower level in the Administration Building across the 
parking lot from Immaculate Conception Church in 
Irwin.  We pray, sing, listen to Scripture or view the 
Gospel story on the TV monitor.   
The first class meets on Wednesday, Sept. 18. 
If you would like to join, please contact Bernie 
Cymbor, 724-864-0936. 

St. Stephen Byzantine Catholic Church on Bethel 
Road are selling their delicious pirohi. The first sale 
of the season will be Friday Sept. 27. The prices per 
dozen are as follows: Potato/Cheese $12.00, Sweet 
Cabbage $12.00, Sour Kraut $14.00, Lekvar $15.00, 
and Cottage Cheese $17.00. Please place order by 
calling 412-627-1678. 
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PASTOR’S NOTES  

Wars and Conflicts in Life… 

Sometimes I find it absolutely amazing how often conflict is in our lives.  Often it is there and we are not even 

aware of it.  This week we are given some excellent practical advice from James in the second reading.  We are 

reminded that Jealousy and ambition can certainly bring about disorder, and we are encouraged to look within our-

selves and ask: where do the wars and conflict within ourselves come from.  If we would honestly look at the dis-

cord that is in our lives, most of it does come from jealousy and insecurity, it is way too easy to look at others and 

find faults.   

The book of Wisdom hits the nail  right on the head, whenever we are faced with a genuine honest person it re-

minds us of our own dishonesty and we become critical of them and their attitudes towards life.  This in turn cre-

ates a personal jealousy that begins to nag at us and make us “ugly” people.  We then try to make ourselves right-

eous and start to see ourselves as better than everyone else.  A self-righteous attitude then starts to stir the pot for 

problems. 

Our liturgy reminds us that it does not have to be that way.  We are clearly told that: “the fruit of righteousness is 

sown in peace for those who cultivate peace.”  It is true that our passions are the root of much of the discord we 

find in life.  Jesus tells us again that we must be the servant to all if we want to be numbered among his disciples.  

Why do we find this so difficult to make a part of our lives?  It is gentleness, peacefulness, compliance and mercy 

that bring about right living, and although we don’t want to admit it a lot of our energies are spent on looking for 

ways to put others beneath us.   

The question we need answer is: “what does it mean to be a servant of all?”  It means more than just doing things 

for others.  This is certainly a part of it, but it is not everything.  It is about an attitude toward the people we serve.  

It is about not looking down on others.  Our service as Jesus reminds us must reflect on wisdom. It gets down to 

the holiness of the way we serve other people who are in need.  To be of service means to be open to what God 

might ask of us, even at the expense of our own wishes and pleasure.  How many of us can honestly say we live 

like that?  None of us can serve the Lord if our todays and tomorrows are so scheduled that there is no room to 

hear others reach out to us for service.  It is certainly not about my convenience.  Look at the way we view minis-

try: if it fits into my schedule then it is alright, but if it doesn’t then I cannot be bothered.  To be of service is not 

about our own convenience.   

This is a hard lesson to make a part of our lives.  However, once we do “get it” then we are suddenly not so con-

cerned with material possessions and wealth.  Our own ambitions are not the most important part of life and jeal-

ousy begins to melt away.  It is all about attitude.  Jesus quickly addressed the attitudes of the disciples by remind-

ing them about what it means to be first in life.   

This week look into your life and see what it means to surrender yourself to others – all others, not just those of 

our own picking and choosing.  As we let go of the things that get in the way of reaching out, we find our own 

wants and needs change.  Gradually our priorities shift from things and possessions moving to relationships that 

are most important and satisfying for us. 

- Father Mike 



CANDLES 
Sanctuary Candle:  
    In Memory of Dennis Clipper (Lois) 

                                                                                                                                                                                   

Divine Mercy:    
    Special Intentions for Rose Hilinski (Judy & Marylyn)                      
                                                                                                          

 St. Peregrine Candle:      
    In Memory of Robert Fichtner (Family)                                                                     
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

 Easter Flame Candle:    
    In Memory of Bob & Grace Wise, Edwin & Elizabeth Burda   
         (Kevin) 
                              

St. Joseph’s Candle:   

    In Memory of Patrick Newcomer (Family) 
                                      
Altar Candles for the Month of September: 
    In Memory of  Jack & Helen Smith (Family)   
 
 
If you would like to have a candle lit in memory of your 
loved one, please call the parish office. We will be glad 
to help you. 724-863-9550                                                                                        

 
The sacrament is available during Confession hour 

and after each Mass per request. 

Matrimony 
Couples wishing to celebrate the Sacrament of 

Matrimony must contact  
the parish office one year in advance of the 

Wedding.  

Baptism 
Families of our parish who wish to have their child 

baptized please email Susan Cheplic at  
skcheplic@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

to register for Baptism Preparation. 

Tuesday 5:15 - 6:15 p.m. & Saturday 9-10 a.m. 
(except for the first Saturday of the month) 

Divine Mercy 

Join us for the Divine Mercy Chaplet Monday 
through Friday at 3:00 pm in the church. 

Please pray for the families of Amy 
Lane, Joyce Tamewitz & Alec Patterson 

and all of our faithful departed.  
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, and let 

perpetual light shine upon them.                           

Eucharistic Adoration is held every 
Tuesday after 7:45 am Mass &  

 continuing until 6:15 pm. 
When we are before the Blessed  

Sacrament, let us open our heart; our good 
God will open His.  

Sunday Offertory 
September 1 - $14,201.62 
September 8 - $13,113.62 

 
Online Giving 

Sept. 2 - Sept. 8- $4,701.15 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 
 

Immaculate Conception Parish offers  
Online Giving.   

 Scan QR Code on the new Pew Cards or QR 
Code below. 

 Click Create a new account. 
 Create an ID and password. 
 Allow 2 minutes to complete the  
 process. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

If you decide to switch to online giving and would 
like to discontinue your envelopes please contact the 

parish office. Thank you! 

Prayer for Catechists 
Dear Lord, 
Anoint those who serve as catechists, 
those who tell your story of deter-
mined love for your people. Be with 
our catechists in their classrooms, 
inspire the hearts of those in their 
care, ignite a new generation of  
disciples for you! Amen.  

Readings for the week of September 15, 2024 
Sunday: Is 50:4c-9a/Ps 116:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 (9)/Jas 
2:14-18/Mk 8:27-35    
 

Monday: 1 Cor 11:17-26, 33/Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 17/
Lk 7:1-10  
 

Tuesday: 1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5/
Lk 7:11-17   
 

Wednesday: 1 Cor 12:31—13:13/Ps 33:2-3, 4-5, 12 and 
22/Lk 7:31-35  
 

Thursday: 1 Cor 15:1-11/Ps 118:1b-2, 16ab-17, 28/Lk 
7:36-50  
 

Friday: 1 Cor 15:12-20/Ps 49:6-7, 8-10, 17-18, 19-20/Lk 
8:1-3  
 

Saturday: Eph 4:1-7, 11-13/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5/Mt 9:9-13  
   

Next Sunday: Wis 2:12, 17-20/Ps 54:3-4, 5, 6-8 (6b)/
Jas 3:16—4:3/Mk 9:30-37 



ANGELS CORNER—QUEEN OF ANGEL CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

Queen of Angels Raffle Tickets on sale after 
Masses next weekend September 21 & 22.  



 
 

THE TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

September 15, 2024 - Order of the Mass 
 

VOCATIONS PRAYER 
  

Lord Jesus, raise up from our homes those called by the Father:  
 courageous and humble men to the Priesthood, generous servants to the Permanent Diaconate,  
 faithful people to Consecrated Life, and holy men and women to the Sacrament of Marriage.   
 Holy Spirit, help us to live our universal vocation to holiness by listening to the Father’s voice and 
 responding with a sacrificial love.  Holy Mary, Model of vocations, pray for us.  

 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN                                                                                             Lift High the Cross  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH 

Irwin, Pennsylvania 

Office of Liturgical Music Ministry 



GLORIA                                                                                        Mass of the Immaculate Conception 
                                                                                                                                              Jacob Gruss
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

FIRST READING                           Isaiah 50:5-9a 
 

The Lord GOD opens my ear that I may 
hear; and I have not rebelled, have not 
turned back. I gave my back to those who 
beat me, my cheeks to those who plucked 
my beard; my face I did not shield from 
buffets and spitting. The Lord GOD is my 
help, therefore I am not disgraced; I have 
set my face like flint, knowing that I shall 
not be put to shame. He is near who  
upholds my right; if anyone wishes to  
oppose me, let us appear together. Who 
disputes my right? Let that man confront 
me. See, the Lord GOD is my help; who 
will prove me wrong? 
 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 

 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                  Psalm 114                                                                    

Howard Hughes 
 

I will walk before the Lord,  
in the land of the living 

 
SECOND READING        James 2:14-18 

 

What good is it, my brothers and sisters, 
if someone says he has faith but does not 
have works? Can that faith save him?  
If a brother or sister has nothing to wear 
and has no food for the day, and one of 
you says to them, "Go in peace, keep 
warm, and eat well, " but you do not give 
them the necessities of the body, what 
good is it?  

works, is dead. Indeed someone might say, 
"You have faith and I have works."  
Demonstrate your faith to me without 
works, and I will demonstrate my faith to 
you from my works.  
 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL  READING                  Mark 8:27-35 

 

Jesus and his disciples set out for the  
villages of Caesarea Philippi. Along the way 
he asked his disciples, "Who do people say 
that I am?" They said in reply, "John the 
Baptist, others Elijah, still others one of the 
prophets." And he asked them, "But who 
do you say that I am?" Peter said to him in 
reply, "You are the Christ." Then he 
warned them not to tell anyone about him. 
He began to teach them that the Son of 
Man must suffer greatly and be rejected by 
the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, 
and be killed, and rise after three days. He 
spoke this openly. Then Peter took him 
aside and began to rebuke him. At this he 
turned around and, looking at his disciples, 
rebuked Peter and said, "Get behind me, 
Satan. You are thinking not as God does, 
but as human beings do." He summoned 
the crowd with his disciples and said to 
them, "Whoever wishes to come after me 
must deny himself, take up his cross, and 
follow me. For whoever wishes to save his 
life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for 
my sake and that of the gospel will save it." 

 
The Gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 



CREED 
  

 I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.  
 I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages.  
 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the 
 Father; through him all things were made. For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  
 and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. For our sake he was crucified 
 under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance 
 with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
 again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end. I believe in the Holy 
 Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
 the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic 
 and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look  forward to the  
 resurrection of the dead and life of the world to come.  Amen.  

  
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

  

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

 
PREPARATION OF GIFTS                                                        Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way  

  
  



  

EUCHARISTIC ACCLMATIONS                                                     Mass of the Immaculate Conception 
                                                                                                                                              Jacob Gruss 
  

  
  
  



COMMUNION HYMN                                                                                    One Bread, One Body  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN                                                                                       Take Up Your Cross  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

—————————————————————————————————— 
Music in this worship aid is reprinted, with permission, from One-License A-720227. 

Readings from the Lectionary for Mass are reprinted, under license, © Confraternity of Christian Doctrine. 
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	 Campbell's 
	 Service Center

1111 Clay Pike • North Huntingdon
(724) 863-9964

Full serve at self-serve prices
Free state safety inspections

labuda
Farm Service

724.446.7231
3208 Clay Pike • Herminie
John Labuda, Parishioner
LanudaFarmService.com J. William Snyder • David E. Mahlstedt

Family Owned 
and Operated 
Since 1869

 PA License 019959• Sewer/Gas/Water Lines
• Fixtures 
• Water Heaters 
• Video Inspections
• Excavation
• Backflow Certification

$10 OFF w/coupon

(412) 754-1824
(412) 469-1007(412) 469-1007

www.jordanbanana.comwww.jordanbanana.com

(412) 823-1561

Since 1945 Commercial
& Residential

Daniel A. Szekely Jr., DMD
	 Family Dentistry
	Cosmetic & Preventive Care
	“Win with a great grin”

(724) 864-7307  or 861-8000
8800 Barnes Lake Rd., Suite 300

North Huntingdon, PA 15642

IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION

CEMETERY
GENESIS SECTION – NOW OPEN

SINGLE-DOUBLE-FAMILY
LOTS AVAILABLE

LAWN MAUSOLEUM – A NEW OPTION
CALL: (724) 863-9550

FOR INFORMATION

	Dowling Insurance Agency

	 (724) 864-7157
	 www.dowlinginsuranceagency.com

Larry Lint Flooring

	724-446-0480	 111 Notch Lane Wendel, PA	 #PA004471

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME  Sue Novosel

snovosel@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6318

724-863-8900 • www.ottfuneralhome.com
Jeffery T. Hite, Supervisor

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

MARK MULARSKI
Ph: (724) 446-1375
Fax: (724) 446-1501
129 CROSS STREET 

IRWIN, PA 15642

elitehvac.irwin@gmail.com

PHILLIPS
MONUMENT
COMPANY

720 State Route 130 Trafford, PA

412-372-7000
A monument company for over 60 years.

 ROBERT BEITER 

TREE SERVICE
AND LANDSCAPING

3265 Route 136, PO Box 123 Darragh
(724) 863-3771 • (724) 446-TREE (8733)

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE
Tree Trimming - Removal

Bucket Truck Service - Stump Removal
  WE DO IT ALL! 	   Since 1951

coffee • tea • pastries • breakfast

512 Main St. 
Irwin, PA

724-863-3111

cafe & coffeehouse

PA 019649

Room Additions • Game Rooms • Garages
Bathrooms • Roofing/Siding • Windows

Soffit & Fascia • Decks
Greensburg: 724-837-6001 | North Huntingdon:  412-754-2517

H I S T L E RH I S T L E R
CONSTRUCTION CO.CONSTRUCTION CO.WW

Bob Fisher
1300 Braddock Ave • Braddock, PA

412.225.6562 Cell
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WEST HEMPFIELD
SELF STORAGE

	 724-446-3378
	 24 Hour Electronic Gate
	  and Lighted Surveillance
3286 Route 136 • Darragh, PA

Member SIPC

Matt Wirtz, CFP®, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
200 2nd St. • Irwin, PA
724-864-6214
www.edwardjones.com

	 Bock Agency
	 11799 Route 30
	 724-863-4619

	 www.BockInsurance.net

	 Dr. Carla
	 CAPOZZI
	 ORTHODONTICS

“We Create Smiles in Countless Ways”
3520 Rte. 130, Ste. 4001, Penn Twp., Irwin, PA 15642

Phone: (724) 744-4074
E-Mail: drc@drcapozzi.com

Website: www.drcapozzi.com
	 Diplomate American 
	 Board of Orthodontics

Petrillo Jones, llc
Attorneys at Law

Mary Ann Petrillo, Esq.
Tyler J. Jones, Esq. 

Protecting Families, Seniors & Children
PROBATE • ESTATE PLANNING

ADOPTION • ELDER LAW
$450 Estate Planning Services

with this ad

412 Main Street • Irwin, PA 15642

724-861-8333  • www.MaryAnnPetrillo.com

ROOFING • SIDING
GUTTERS

724-515-5551
CallthePickle.com

101 Buttermilk Hollow Rd., Irwin • 724-864-2742

Carwen’s Boarding and Grooming
COMPASSIONATE, EXPERIENCED ANIMAL LOVERS SPECIALIZING IN GROOMING AND BOARD

carwensboardingandgrooming.com

Joseph J. Wawrzeniak DMD
Family Dental Care

13370 Route 30
N. Huntingdon, PA 15642

(724) 863-2077
Heat Retentive

724-515-7560
www.wcpoolpros.com

Margaret M. Hock, Esquire
WILLS & ESTATE PLANNING

412-316-8647 • mhock@trc-law.com

We care, because you care. Trust Shaffer Memorial.
920 Industrial Blvd., Loyalhanna, PA 15661

(724) 539-2926 • shaffermemorial@aol.com
www.ShafferMemorial.com

25% OFF TOTAL ORDER
Present coupon for discount

Hours: Tues - Fri 10:00 - 3:00 • (724) 527-5776 
Plus, first Saturday of each month 

372 N 1st St at Rt 130, Jeannette, PA 15644 

St Vincent de Paul 
Thrift Store - Jeannette

FREE MEDICARE HELP
Tired of getting tons of mail for Medicare?  Are 

you confused about how the process works?
Let Me Help! My services are free.

I represent most all carriers in Western PA, 
i.e. Highmark, UPMC, Aetna, Humana, Wellcare...

and many more.  I will provide a personalized 
“Medicare 101” class and assist you in 

enrolling in Part A,B,C & D.
I will be there for you all year round to help with 
any questions or concerns, and each year during

 Open Enrollment to make sure you 
are ready for next year.

I’m your local Medicare/Insurance Advisor – Chris Visco 
Call me or scan the QR code to set up an appointment
724.972.7591  •  Chrisvisco12@gmail.com

I will make sure you 
are on the RIGHT 

plan for you!

Partners in Health-UPMC welcomes Kim Avolio, DO,
to our new office in Ligonier. Expert medical care for
patients of all ages. New patients are welcome.

Partners in Health-UPMC 
200 West Main St. • Ligonier, PA 15658
724-441-3100


