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PASTOR’S NOTES  

We have all heard the stories of Advent over and over again, and yet even though they 
were written so very long ago, the history that we hear does not only apply to past events.  The 
pains and frustrations of people so very long ago are the same pains and frustrations we feel 
every day, even though the events of history are different.  It is ironic how we as people never 
seem to change or learn from the past, we just keep doing the same things and making the same 
mistakes over and over again. 

Advent offers to each of us an opportunity just to sit back and become aware of life as we 
are living it.  Our days are all filled with many tasks, and most of the things we do, we do without 
much thought.  We go through our “routines” without really thinking about what we are do-
ing.  Then there are all of those chores we just can’t seem to get started with.  For many of our 
tasks in life it is the beginning that is most difficult, just getting started.  Once we begin, energy 
and stamina seem to kick in and we get finished.  Our gospel for this week opens with the words: 
“The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of God.”  We are told about a messenger 
who would get things ready, but is this really the beginning?  The real beginning is when the peo-
ple go out and encounter John, and as the gospel unfolds the people go out and encounter Je-
sus.  This is the beginning we all need to focus on.  How do we encounter this Jesus the Son of 
God?  Advent then becomes the many ways that we prepare for these encounters. 

We do not know a lot about John but we certainly learn a lot from his message.  One thing 
is very clear and that is His ministry was not about himself but about the “one mightier than I 
(who) is coming after me.”  Everything that John did, pointed to the coming of Jesus. He pro-
claimed repentance, prepared for Jesus and died, this was the pattern of his life.  It should also 
be the pattern for our own lives: proclaiming the gospel of repentance, prepare for Christ’s many 
comings and to die to ourselves daily.  By our Christian living we not only point to Christ, but we 
also make present the Christ who dwells in us.  The challenge of gospel living is the beginning – 
getting started. 

During this second week of Advent we are called upon to reflect over our lives.  What have 
we learned from the past, how have we grown because of it?  How have we dealt with our mis-
takes, faults and weaknesses?  Do we follow the wisdom of scripture and treat people with com-
passion and mercy pointing them to Christ?  This is what the season is all about, getting ready for 
our many encounters with Jesus.  

The baptism of repentance proclaimed by John is just the beginning; repentance leads to 
baptism “with the Holy Spirit” through which we are empowered for mission, and the mission 
calls us to participate with Christ in bringing about “new heavens and a new earth.”  Through our 
own baptism we participate in the life and ministry of Jesus.  The way that we live our lives does 
make a difference.  By the goodness of our lives we announce that Christ has come and brought 
us salvation. 
- Father Mike 



CANDLES 
Sanctuary Candle:  
     In Memory of Darrell Dole (Wife & Children)   
                         
Divine Mercy:    
    In Memory of Jerold Gesmond  
    (Dan & Joan McCarthy)             
                            
 St. Peregrine Candle:      
    In Memory of Michele Ruby & Liddie Blank   
    (Courtney)                   
                                                              
Easter Flame Candle:    
    In Memory of Ronald Krause (Wife & Children) 
 
St. Joseph’s Candle:   
    In Memory of Charles McCright (Lenart Family) 
 
Altar Candles for the Month of  December: 
    In Memory of Jud & Bill Shiffer Jr.  
     (Meg & Natalie) 
 
Advent Candles: 
     In Memory of Joe, Jinny, Beverly, Mary Jo  
     & John Ott (Family)  
 
If you would like to have a candle lit in memory of 
your loved one, please call the parish office. We will 
be glad to help you. 724-863-9550                                                               

 
The sacrament is available during Confession hour 

and after each Mass per request. 

Matrimony 
Couples wishing to celebrate the Sacrament of 

Matrimony must contact  
the parish office one year in advance of the 

Wedding.  

Baptism 
Families of our parish who wish to have their child 

baptized please email Susan Cheplic at  
skcheplic@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

to register for Baptism Preparation. 

Tuesday 5:15 - 6:15 p.m. & Saturday 9-10 a.m. 
(except for the first Saturday of the month) 

Divine Mercy 

Join us for the Divine Mercy Chaplet Monday 
through Friday at 3:00 pm in the church. 

Please pray for the families of  
Pamela Kach and Betty Ann Whitney and 

all of our faithful departed.  
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, and let 

perpetual light shine upon them.                           

There will be NO Eucharistic 
Adoration on Tuesday  

December 10th due to cleaning 
of the church floors.  

Thank you for understanding.  

Sunday Offertory 
November 24 - $13,140.46 

 
Online Giving 

November 21 - November 27 - $3,827.10 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 
 

Immaculate Conception Parish offers  
Online Giving.   

 Scan QR Code on the new Pew Cards or QR 
Code below. 

 Click Create a new account. 
 Create an ID and password. 
 Allow 2 minutes to complete the  
 process. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

If you decide to switch to online giving and would 
like to discontinue your envelopes please contact the 

parish office. Thank you! 

Prayer for the second week of Advent 
Prayer of Preparation 
With abiding hope as we look forward to 
Jesus’ arrival. Make straight the paths, 
Lord! Fill us with holy excitement, in 
Your name. Amen.     



HAPPENINGS ON THE CORNER & AROUND THE DIOCESE 

 

 
 

The Immaculate Conception Creation Care Team 

meets the first Wednesday of each month at 6 p.m. in 

the Children's Liturgy Room. The team’s focus is to 

study the encyclical "Laudato Si, Care for Our Com-

mon Home" and to turn the Pope's vision into  

effective actions. For more information,  
Chris Peta at chris@syncrous.com  

St. Anne Home, Greensburg Lottery Calendars 

St. Anne Home lottery calendars are  

available at Immaculate Conception  

parish office during office hours.  

Cost is $30, with 365 chances to win.  

 
 
 

 
We still have Masses available for 2025! 

 

The 2025 Mass book is open. To schedule a Mass 
for your loved one, you can stop in or call the  

parish office during office hours.  
The suggested Mass stipend is $10.00. 

Solemnity of the  
Immaculate Conception 

 

A Holy Day of Obligation 
 

Monday, December 9 
 
 

Immaculate Conception:  8:00 am & 6:00 pm  
*Please join us after 6:00 pm Mass for an Organ 

Recital with Chaz Bowers* 
 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton: 8:30 am & 6:30 pm  
 

Oplatki are available in back of church. 
Suggested donation is $3.00.  

Thank you! 

Tis the Season! We are looking for a few 
good men, women, teens to help the 
Decorating Committee for Christmas.  
We need help with lifting, climbing lad-
ders, decorating trees, setup mangers 

etc., Sunday, December 22, immediately following 
11:30 Mass. Please call the parish office (724-863-
9550) by December 17th to sign up to volunteer. You 
must have up to date clearances on file at the parish 
office to volunteer. 

Altar Candles are available for 2025. 
They are lit in memory of the  
person or family for a month.  

The cost is $100.  
Please call the office at  

724-863-9550 to schedule. 

mailto:chris@syncrous.com






PARISH GIVING TREE  

HELPING THE LEAST OF OUR NEIGHBORS 

A s, in the past, the parish will be sponsoring a giving tree project to help families of our parish to cope with 

the overwhelming expenses of the Christmas Season. These families have been identified as in need of 

financial support in order to purchase gifts for their children and prepare a Christmas meal for the family.  

In the Spirit of the wise men, who brought gifts to the infant child Jesus to reveal his divinity, we ask you to help 

be the giver of gifts that will allow the spirit of the Christ Child to be alive in the hearts of the needy. You will 

find upon our humble tree tags that you may select to purchase Giant Eagle, Walmart, or Target gift cards with a 

variety of denominations. You may also purchase gift cards through Queen of Angels School (please see order 

form below). Starting on November 18th this tree will be displayed in the Hall of Memories. We want to thank 

you in advance for serving in the spirit of the Jesus Creed.  

All gifts and monies need to be returned to parish office no later than—Wednesday, December 11, 2024. 



ANGELS CORNER—QUEEN OF ANGEL CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

Mark your calendars for the 
Queen of Angels Christmas  
Celebration, Christmas in the 
Country! On Wednesday,  
December 11th, at 1:30 PM and 

6:30 PM in our school auditorium our 2nd 
and 3rd graders will perform and sing.   
All Are Welcome! Please join us... any 
questions, please call the school office at 
724-978-014. 

WE STILL HAVE LOTTARY CALENDARS 
AVAILABLE FOR SALE$ 

2025 brings us another great “Pot of Gold” Lottery Cal-
endar and 365 chances of winning! Proceeds from this 
major fundraising event are a valuable source of income 
for Queen of Angels. 
Calendars are $30 each and run from Jan. 1, 2025, to Dec. 
31, 2025. 365 prizes totaling over $13,000 and ranging from 
$25 to $200 are available. The three digit Daily Number of 
the PA Lottery 7:00 PM drawing (excludes Double Draw 
second drawings) will determine the winner. 
Our lottery calendars make wonderful gifts for the  
holidays for: 
Thank you to ALL of our school families that have already 
purchased!  We appreciate your support! 
If you have any questions, please contact Ruth Ann Noblick, 
Calendar Coordinator, at 
rnoblick@queenofangelssch.org 

mailto:rnoblick@queenofangelssch.org




 
 
 

 

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

December 8, 2024 - Order of the Mass 
 
VOCATIONS PRAYER 
 

 Lord Jesus, raise up from our homes those called by the Father:  
 courageous and humble men to the Priesthood, generous servants to the Permanent Diaconate,  
 faithful people to Consecrated Life, and holy men and women to the Sacrament of Marriage.   
 Holy Spirit, help us to live our universal vocation to holiness by listening to the Father’s voice and 
  responding with a sacrificial love.  Holy Mary, Model of vocations, pray for us. Amen. 

 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN                                                                                             People, Look East  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KYRIE                                                                                                                                                                              Chant 
                                  
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                  (Then repeat the first Kyrie.) 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH 

Irwin, Pennsylvania 

Office of Liturgical Music Ministry 
 



 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

FIRST READING                             Baruch 5:1-9 
 
Jerusalem, take off your robe of mourning 
and misery; put on the splendor of glory 
from God forever: wrapped in the cloak of 
justice from God, bear on your head the 
mitre that displays the glory of the eternal 
name. For God will show all the earth your 
splendor: you will be named by God  
forever the peace of justice, the glory of 
God’s worship. Up, Jerusalem! stand upon 
the heights; look to the east and see your 
children gathered from the east and the 
west at the word of the Holy One, rejoicing 
that they are remembered by God. Led 
away on foot by their enemies they left you:  
but God will bring them back to you borne 
aloft in glory as on royal thrones. For God 
has commanded that every lofty mountain 
be made low, and that the age-old depths 
and gorges be filled to level ground,  
that Israel may advance secure in the glory 
of God. The forests and every fragrant kind 
of tree have overshadowed Israel at God’s 
command; for God is leading Israel in joy 
by the light of his glory, with his mercy and 
justice for company. 
  

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 

 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                  Psalm 126                                                                                                                    
                                               Michel Guimont 
 

The Lord, has done great things for us,  
we are filled with joy! 

 

 

SECOND READING      Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11 
 
Brothers and sisters: I pray always with joy 
in my every prayer for all of you, because of 
your partnership for the gospel from the 
first day until now. I am confident of this, 
that the one who began a good work in you  
will continue to complete it until the day of 
Christ Jesus. God is my witness, how I long 
for all of you with the affection of Christ 
Jesus. And this is my prayer: that your love 
may increase ever more and more in 
knowledge and every kind of perception, to 
discern what is of value, so that you may be 
pure and blameless for the day of Christ,  
filled with the fruit of righteousness that 
comes through Jesus Christ for the glory 
and praise of God. 

    
The Word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL  READING                      Luke 3:1-6 
 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius 
Caesar, when Pontius Pilate was governor 
of Judea, and Herod was tetrarch of  
Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of 
the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis,  
and Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene,  
during the high priesthood of Annas and 
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John 
the son of Zechariah in the desert.  John 
went throughout the whole region of the 
Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of  
repentance for the forgiveness of sins,  
as it is written in the book of the words of 
the prophet Isaiah: A voice of one crying out 
in the desert: “Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make straight his paths. Every valley shall be 
filled and every mountain and hill shall be made 
low. The winding roads shall be made straight,  
and the rough ways made smooth, and all flesh 
shall see the salvation of God.” 
  

The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/baruch/5:1
http://www.usccb.org/bible/philippians/1:4
http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/3:1


CREED 

  
 I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.  
 I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages.  
 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were made.  
 For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  
 and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.  
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried,  
 and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.  
 He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end.  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
 who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  
 I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.  
 I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins  
 and I look  forward to the resurrection of the dead and life of the world to come.  Amen.  

 
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

PREPARATION OF GIFTS                                                                                         On Jordan’s Bank 
 
 



 
EUCHARISTIC ACCLAMATIONS                                                                                     Heritage Mass 

             Owen Asltott 
                                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AGNUS DEI                                                                                                             Chant, Mass XVIII 

 
 
 

(repeat) 



COMMUNION HYMN                                                                                                Like a Shepherd 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN                                                                      Comfort, Comfort, O My People 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

—————————————————————————————————— 
Music in this worship aid is reprinted, with permission, from One-License A-720227. 

Readings from the Lectionary for Mass are reprinted, under license, © Confraternity of Christian Doctrine. 
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 Campbell's 
 Service Center

1111 Clay Pike • North Huntingdon
(724) 863-9964

Full serve at self-serve prices
Free state safety inspections

labuda
Farm Service

724.446.7231
3208 Clay Pike • Herminie
John Labuda, Parishioner
LanudaFarmService.com

 PA License 019959• Sewer/Gas/Water Lines
• Fixtures 
• Water Heaters 
• Video Inspections
• Excavation
• Backflow Certification

$10 OFF w/coupon

(412) 754-1824
(412) 469-1007(412) 469-1007

www.jordanbanana.comwww.jordanbanana.com

(412) 823-1561

Since 1945 Commercial
& Residential

Daniel A. Szekely Jr., DMD
 Family Dentistry
 Cosmetic & Preventive Care
 “Win with a great grin”

(724) 864-7307  or 861-8000
8800 Barnes Lake Rd., Suite 300

North Huntingdon, PA 15642

IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION

CEMETERY
GENESIS SECTION – NOW OPEN

SINGLE-DOUBLE-FAMILY
LOTS AVAILABLE

LAWN MAUSOLEUM – A NEW OPTION
CALL: (724) 863-9550

FOR INFORMATION

 Dowling insurance agency

 (724) 864-7157
 www.dowlinginsuranceagency.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME  Sue Novosel

snovosel@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6318

724-863-8900 • www.ottfuneralhome.com
Jeffery T. Hite, Supervisor

PHILLIPS
MONUMENT
COMPANY

720 State Route 130 Trafford, PA

412-372-7000
A monument company for over 60 years.

 ROBERT BEITER 

TREE SERVICE
AND LANDSCAPING

3265 Route 136, PO Box 123 Darragh
(724) 863-3771 • (724) 446-TREE (8733)

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE
Tree Trimming - Removal

Bucket Truck Service - Stump Removal
  WE DO IT ALL!    Since 1951

coffee • tea • pastries • breakfast

512 Main St. 
Irwin, PA

724-863-3111

cafe & coffeehouse

PA 019649

Room Additions • Game Rooms • Garages
Bathrooms • Roofing/Siding • Windows

Soffit & Fascia • Decks
Greensburg: 724-837-6001 | North Huntingdon:  412-754-2517

H I S T L E RH I S T L E R
CONSTRUCTION CO.CONSTRUCTION CO.WW

Bob Fisher
1300 Braddock Ave • Braddock, PA

412.225.6562 Cell

traditional & cremation services
Family Owned and Operated Since 1869

www.snyderfuneralservices.com
521 Main Street, Irwin, PA • 724-863-1200
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WEST HEMPFIELD
SELF STORAGE

 724-446-3378
 24 Hour Electronic Gate
  and Lighted Surveillance
3286 Route 136 • Darragh, PA

Member SIPC

Matt Wirtz, CFP®, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
200 2nd St. • Irwin, PA
724-864-6214
www.edwardjones.com

 Bock Agency
 11799 Route 30
 724-863-4619

 www.BockInsurance.net

 Dr. Carla
 CAPOZZI
 ORTHODONTICS

“We Create Smiles in Countless Ways”
3520 Rte. 130, Ste. 4001, Penn Twp., Irwin, PA 15642

Phone: (724) 744-4074
E-Mail: drc@drcapozzi.com

Website: www.drcapozzi.com
 Diplomate American 
 Board of Orthodontics

Petrillo Jones, llc
attorneys at law

Mary Ann Petrillo, Esq.
Tyler J. Jones, Esq. 

Protecting Families, Seniors & Children
PROBATE • ESTATE PLANNING

ADOPTION • ELDER LAW
$450 Estate Planning Services

with this ad

412 Main Street • Irwin, PA 15642

724-861-8333  • www.MaryAnnPetrillo.com

ROOFING • SIDING
GUTTERS

724-515-5551
CallthePickle.com

101 Buttermilk Hollow Rd., Irwin • 724-864-2742

Carwen’s Boarding and Grooming
COMPASSIONATE, EXPERIENCED ANIMAL LOVERS SPECIALIZING IN GROOMING AND BOARD

carwensboardingandgrooming.com

Joseph J. Wawrzeniak DMD
Family Dental Care

13370 Route 30
N. Huntingdon, PA 15642

(724) 863-2077
Heat Retentive

724-515-7560
www.wcpoolpros.com

Margaret M. Hock, Esquire
WILLS & ESTATE PLANNING

412-316-8647 • mhock@trc-law.com

We care, because you care. Trust Shaffer Memorial.
920 Industrial Blvd., Loyalhanna, PA 15661

(724) 539-2926 • shaffermemorial@aol.com
www.ShafferMemorial.com

25% OFF TOTAL ORDER
Present coupon for discount

Hours: Tues - Fri 10:00 - 3:00 • (724) 527-5776 
Plus, first Saturday of each month 

372 N 1st St at Rt 130, Jeannette, PA 15644 

St Vincent de Paul 
Thrift Store - Jeannette

FREE MEDICARE HELP
Tired of getting tons of mail for Medicare?  Are 

you confused about how the process works?
Let Me Help! My services are free.

I represent most all carriers in Western PA, 
i.e. Highmark, UPMC, Aetna, Humana, Wellcare...

and many more.  I will provide a personalized 
“Medicare 101” class and assist you in 

enrolling in Part A,B,C & D.
I will be there for you all year round to help with 
any questions or concerns, and each year during

 Open Enrollment to make sure you 
are ready for next year.

I’m your local Medicare/Insurance Advisor – Chris Visco 
Call me or scan the QR code to set up an appointment
724.972.7591  •  Chrisvisco12@gmail.com

I will make sure you 
are on the RIGHT 

plan for you!

Partners in Health-UPMC welcomes Kim Avolio, DO,
to our new office in Ligonier. Expert medical care for
patients of all ages. New patients are welcome.

Partners in Health-UPMC 
200 West Main St. • Ligonier, PA 15658
724-441-3100


