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PASTOR’S NOTES  

To Be a Holy Family… 
            Our celebration today focuses on the family of Jesus and in turn we reflect of our own 
family.  Our readings present us with two children who somehow end up in the temple.  The 
first reading is taken from the book of Sirach which was held in high regard by the early 
church.  It is clear that from the book of Sirach we can see that the well being of the family is 
the foundation of the well being of all other social institutions.  
            Throughout the Old Testament we are given the notion that God’s laws call for obedi-
ence and when we keep the law, God rewards us.  This idea has permeated its way into early 
Christian moral teaching.  However, the ideas put forth by Sirach need to be adapted to our cul-
ture and our society.  The question of reverence and respect for one’s parents takes on a differ-
ent dimension.  When this passage was written, there were no nursing homes or assisted care 
living.  What Sirach told his original listeners as well as what he is saying to us is that what we 
need to do is see that compassionate care and dignity is given to our elderly parents. 
            St. Paul is speaking to a community that was struggling to remain faithful in the midst of 
much controversy.  He is reminding the Christians that they needed to strengthen their commu-
nity and make a favorable impression on their pagan neighbors.  One way of doing this was to 
adhere to certain household codes that were standard rules of behavior.  This was a patriarchal 
society and wives were to be protected by their husbands.  There was a clear structure for fami-
ly living.  If these structures were followed then a strong community would be the end product.  
            We recognize the Holy Family; namely Jesus, Mary and Joseph.  But we need to be care-
ful how we define holy.  To be holy in the scriptures means to have a special relationship with 
God, a closeness that takes priority over all other aspects of life.  It is in this light that we see 
the family of Jesus as being Holy.  We need to be careful not to look at this “Holy Family” and 
start to make comparisons to our own families.  It is clear that the family of Jesus was not per-
fect and they had their problems as well. 
            When we talk about “family values” it is easy for us to fall back on what we refer to as 
the “good old days.”  We long for the days when families were something different.  We look 
back with fondness and think that what was, should be today.  However this can be and in fact 
is a false representation.  If we are able to be perfectly honest, the good old days weren’t so 
good.  They had their problems and issues as well as we do.  The bottom line is that we all have 
dysfunctional families.  There is no perfect family; we all are perfect in our own unique ways.  
            Family units have changed dramatically since Sirach and Paul.  We need to look at the 
families that we have and be grateful for them.  We must not try to shape our families into a 
“textbook” notion of what family should be.  What matters most and certainly makes us holy is 
the way we treat one another.  In Marriage and Family magazine they offer what every family 
needs to be holy: “humility, genuine sorrow for past hurts, ability to admit mistakes, hunger for 
forgiveness, lips that can say I’m sorry.”  These are the things that make a family holy! 
  

- Father Mike 



The “After-glow” of Christmas… 
As I look over the past year, we have all been through a lot of changes as well as some pretty rough  

waters!  However, in spite of all the changes that have occurred, this past year has also been filled with 
many blessings that should not be overlooked.  Christmas Season does remind us of the blessings that life 
puts before us.  It is hard to believe that we have celebrated Christmas yet another time, the birth of Christ 
comes upon us so quickly and then it is gone!  However, we are still in the great season of Christmas, at 
least until the Epiphany on the 5th of January.  It is easy for us to carry our “baggage” from last year and 
make it a part of the new year, but it is good sometimes to let go of some of that baggage, and simply em-
brace the new year God puts before us, because new blessings are always there for us as well as new prob-
lems that will become new baggage! 
 

In looking back over the past few weeks, I am overwhelmed by the goodness and generosity of the peo-
ple from our parish.  I cannot thank you all enough for the many cards and gifts that you have given to me. 
I also, I am edified by the way people so generously give of their time during this busy season when they 
certainly have enough of their own work to do.  I would like to thank all of our Liturgical Ministers for the 
extra time they put into serving with the Liturgies.   
 

I think that our church looks beautiful, and this certainly did not happen on its own.  We are blessed 
with many gifted and talented people who came and helped decorate.  I want you all to know how grateful 
I am for sharing your time and energy. Although the whole reason for all this work is to celebrate the gift of 
Christ among us, I would just like to thank you our parishioners for your support and generosity. 
 

- Father Mike 



CANDLES 
 
Sanctuary Candle:  
 

     In Memory of Ron Beatty (Carol)  
                         
Divine Mercy:    
 

    In Memory of Bernard & Marion Arendas 
    (Family) 
                            
 St. Peregrine Candle:       
    Special Intentions for Fr. John Moineau (Friends)                    
                                            
Easter Flame Candle:    
 

    In Memory of Corey Korinko (Carol & Judy) 
 
St. Joseph’s Candle:   
 

    In Memory of Month’s Mind  
 
Altar Candles for the Month of  December: 
 

    In Memory of Jud & Bill Shiffler Jr.  
     (Meg & Natalie) 
 
 
If you would like to have a candle lit in memory 

of your loved one, please call the parish office. 

We will be glad to help you. 724-863-9550                       

 
The sacrament is available during Confession hour 

and after each Mass. 
 

Matrimony 
Couples wishing to celebrate the Sacrament of 

Matrimony must contact the parish office one 
year in advance of the Wedding.  

 

Baptism 
Families of our parish who wish to have their child 

baptized please email Susan Cheplic at  
skcheplic@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

to register for Baptism Preparation. 
 

Tuesday 5:15 - 6:15 p.m. & Saturday 9-10 a.m. 

(except for the first Saturday of the month) 
 

Divine Mercy 

Join us for the Divine Mercy Chaplet Monday 
through Friday at 3:00 pm in the church. 

Please pray for the family of Charles Laber 
all of our faithful departed.  

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, and let 
perpetual light shine upon them.                           

No Eucharistic Adoration on  
Tuesday December 31.  

There will be Eucharistic  
Adoration Tuesday January 7 after 
7:45 am Mass & continuing until  

6:15 pm. Thank you! 

Sunday Offertory 
December 15- $12,485.85  

 
Online Giving 

December 9 - December 15- $3,960.90 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 
 

Immaculate Conception Parish offers  
Online Giving.   

 Scan QR Code on the new Pew Cards or QR 
Code below. 

 Click Create a new account. 
 Create an ID and password. 
 Allow 2 minutes to complete the  
 process. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Reminder to please make your end of the year  
contributions to the parish prior to the close of 2024. 
All monies need to be received by December 30, 2024 

in order to be posted to the 2024 contributions.  
If you would like a 2024 contribution statement for 

tax purposes, please call the parish office.  

Holy Family Prayer 
 

Jesus, Son of God and Son of Mary, bless our   
family. Graciously inspire in us the unity, peace, and 
mutual love that you found in your own family in the 
little town of Nazareth. 
 

Mary, Mother  of Jesus and our  Mother , nour ish 
our family with your faith and your love. Keep us 
close to your Son, Jesus, in all our sorrows and joys. 
 

Joseph, foster -father to Jesus, guardian and spouse of 
Mary, keep our family safe from harm. Help us in all 
times of discouragement or anxiety. 
 

Holy Family of Nazareth, make our  family one 
with you. Help us to be instruments of peace. Grant 
that love, strengthened by grace, may prove mightier 
than all the weaknesses and trails through which our 
families sometimes pass. May we always have God at 
the center of our hearts and homes until we are all one 
family, happy and at peace in our true home with you.  
Amen. 



HAPPENINGS ON THE CORNER & AROUND THE DIOCESE 

Immaculate Conception Parish Office Hours  
 

Mon. Dec. 30th : 8 am - 3 pm  
Tues. Dec. 31st - Jan. 1st : Closed 

 

Thurs. Jan. 2nd - Fri. Jan. 3rd : 8 am - 3 pm 
 

Immaculate Conception Staff wishes  
everyone a blessed New Year.  

Knights of Columbus Free Throw Championship 
All boys and girls ages 9 to 14 are invited to  
participate in the local competition for the Knights of 
Columbus Free Throw Championships. The local 
competition will be held Saturday, January 4, 2025 at 
Queen of Angels Gymnasium, and start time is 12:00 
PM. Boys and girls will compete in their respective 
age divisions with winners progressing through Local, 
District, Regional and State Competitions. For  
questions or registration information please call or 
email Al Borgony at 724-864-3487 or 
email   a.borgony@comcast.net ,or Matt Cheplic at 
412-736-9196 or email mcheplic@gmail.com . 
 

Home Blessing Kits 

Kits will be available while supply lasts in the back of the 

church. The tradition is to bless your home on the Feast of 

the Epiphany which falls on Jan 7, 2025.  The kits have 

been blessed and includes the instruction sheet, chalk, and 

holy water. The family will use the chalk to write 20 + C + M 

+ B + 25.  The letters represent the first initials of the three 

kings who visited the Christ child on Epiphany: Caspar, 

Melchior, & Balthazar.  Those letters also signify the Latin 

phrase Christus Mansionem benedicat, which means, “May 

Christ bless the house”. 

Remember us, O God; 
From age to age be our comforter. 

You have given us the wonder of time, 
Blessings in days and nights, seasons and years. 

Bless your children at the turning of the year 
And fill the months ahead with bright hope 

That is ours in the coming of Christ. 
You are our God, living and reigning,  

for ever and ever.  Amen 

Thanks to everyone who took some 
time from their busy Christmas 

schedules to help us decorate our 
church for Christmas. It looks  

beautiful!! Of course, all things must 
come to an end. On Sunday, Jan. 12, 

after 11:30 Mass we could use your help  
disassembling and packing away the decorations, 
trees and nativity to prepare for Ordinary Sunday. 

Please call the parish office (724-863-9550) by  

January 8th to sign up to volunteer. You must have 

up to date clearances on file at IC parish office to  

volunteer. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CKVYXFT 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
 

A Holy Day of Obligation 
 
 

Immaculate Conception:   
Tuesday Dec. 31st - 4:30 p.m. 

Wednesday Jan. 1st - 9:30 a.m. 
 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton:  
Tuesday Dec. 31st - 4:00 p.m. 

Wednesday Jan. 1st - 9:00 a.m. 

We would like to thank Wreaths Across America-
North Huntingdon, all those who donated throughout 
the year, the Knights of Columbus, and all the  
community volunteers who placed wreaths  
throughout Immaculate Conception Cemetery,  
honoring all those who faithfully served our country.  

mailto:a.borgony@comcast.net
mailto:mcheplic@gmail.com




ANGELS CORNER—QUEEN OF ANGEL CATHOLIC SCHOOL 



4:12 High School Ministry  
welcomes high school youth (grades 9-
12) to continue their faith formation 
with games, group discussions and 
presentations on topics of interest to 
teens. We also have seasonal social 
events, opportunities for service, con-
ferences, camps, and a summer mis-
sionary trip! 





 
 
 

THE FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH 
December 29, 2024 - Order of the Mass 

  
VOCATIONS PRAYER 
  

 Lord Jesus, raise up from our homes those called by the Father:  
 courageous and humble men to the Priesthood, generous servants to the Permanent Diaconate,  
 faithful people to Consecrated Life, and holy men and women to the Sacrament of Marriage.   
 Holy Spirit, help us to live our universal vocation to holiness by listening to the Father’s voice and 
  responding with a sacrificial love.  Holy Mary, Model of vocations, pray for us. Amen. 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN                                                                                Once in Royal David’s City  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GLORIA                                                                                         Mass of the Immaculate Conception 
                                                                                                                                              Jacob Gruss 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH 

Irwin, Pennsylvania 

Office of Liturgical Music Ministry 



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

FIRST READING                  Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 
 
God sets a father in honor over his  
children; a mother’s authority he confirms 
over her sons. Whoever honors his father 
atones for sins, and preserves himself from 
them. When he prays, he is heard; he stores 
up riches who reveres his mother. Whoever 
honors his father is gladdened by children, 
and, when he prays, is heard. Whoever  
reveres his father will live a long life; he 
who obeys his father brings comfort to his 
mother. My son, take care of your father 
when he is old; grieve him not as long as he 
lives. Even if his mind fail, be considerate 
of him; revile him not all the days of his 
life; kindness to a father will not be  
forgotten, firmly planted against the debt of 
your sins —a house raised in justice to you.  
 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 

 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                  Psalm 128 
                                               Michel Guimont 

 

Blessed are those who fear the Lord  
and walk in his ways. 

 
SECOND READING             Colossians 3:12-17 

 
Brothers and sisters: Put on, as God’s  
chosen ones, holy and beloved, heartfelt 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, 
and patience, bearing with one another and 
forgiving one another, if one has a  
grievance against another; as the Lord has 
forgiven you, so must you also do. And 
over all these put on love, that is, the bond 
of perfection. And let the peace of Christ 
control your hearts, the peace into which 
you were also called in one body. And be 
thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in 
you richly, as in all wisdom you teach and 
admonish one another, singing psalms, 
hymns, and spiritual songs with gratitude 
in your hearts to God. And whatever you 
do, in word or in deed, do everything in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 
to God the Father through him.  
 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL  READING                   Luke 2:22-40 
 

When the days were completed for their 
purification according to the law of Moses,  
They took him up to Jerusalem to present 
him to the Lord, just as it is written in the 
law of the Lord, Every male that opens the 
womb shall be consecrated to the Lord,  
and to offer the sacrifice of a pair of  
turtledoves or two young pigeons, in  
accordance with the dictate in the law of 
the Lord. Now there was a man in  
Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. This 
man was righteous and devout, awaiting the 
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 
was upon him. It had been revealed to him 
by the Holy Spirit that he should not see 
death before he had seen the Christ of the 
Lord. He came in the Spirit into the  
temple; and when the parents brought in 
the child Jesus to perform the custom of 
the law in regard to him, He took him into 
his arms and blessed God, saying: “Now, 
Master, you may let your servant go in 
peace, according to your word, for my eyes 
have seen your salvation, which you  
prepared in sight of all the peoples, a light 
for revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for 
your people Israel.” The child’s father and 
mother were amazed at what was said about 
him; and Simeon blessed them and said to 
Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is  
destined for the fall and rise of many in 
Israel, and to be a sign that will be contra-
dicted —and you yourself a sword will 
pierce— so that the thoughts of many hearts 
may be revealed.” There was also a  
prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, 
of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in 
years, having lived seven years with her  
husband after her marriage, and then as a 
widow until she was eighty-four. She never 
left the temple, but worshiped night and 
day with fasting and prayer. And coming 
forward at that very time, she gave thanks 
to God and spoke about the child to all 
who were awaiting the redemption of  
Jerusalem. When they had fulfilled all the 
prescriptions of the law of the Lord, they 
returned to Galilee, to their own town of 
Nazareth. The child grew and became 
strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of 
God was upon him. 
  

The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/60:1
http://www.usccb.org/bible/ephesians/3:2


CREED 
  
 I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.  
 I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages.  
 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the 
 Father; through him all things were made. For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  
 and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. For our sake he was crucified 
 under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance 
 with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
 again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end. I believe in the Holy 
 Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
 the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic 
 and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look  forward to the  
 resurrection of the dead and life of the world to come.  Amen.  

  
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

 THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 
PREPARATION OF GIFTS                                                      The Hands that First Held Mary’s Child  

  
  



  

EUCHARISTIC ACCLMATIONS                                                     Mass of the Immaculate Conception 
                                                                                                                                              Jacob Gruss 
  

  
  
  



COMMUNION HYMN                                                                                          What Child is This? 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN                                                                      Angels from the Realms of Glory  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

—————————————————————————————————— 
Music in this worship aid is reprinted, with permission, from One-License A-720227. 

Readings from the Lectionary for Mass are reprinted, under license, © Confraternity of Christian Doctrine. 
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 Service Center

1111 Clay Pike • North Huntingdon
(724) 863-9964

Full serve at self-serve prices
Free state safety inspections

labuda
Farm Service

724.446.7231
3208 Clay Pike • Herminie
John Labuda, Parishioner
LanudaFarmService.com

 PA License 019959• Sewer/Gas/Water Lines
• Fixtures 
• Water Heaters 
• Video Inspections
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• Backflow Certification

$10 OFF w/coupon

(412) 754-1824
(412) 469-1007(412) 469-1007

www.jordanbanana.comwww.jordanbanana.com

(412) 823-1561
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& Residential

Daniel A. Szekely Jr., DMD
 Family Dentistry
 Cosmetic & Preventive Care
 “Win with a great grin”

(724) 864-7307  or 861-8000
8800 Barnes Lake Rd., Suite 300

North Huntingdon, PA 15642
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SINGLE-DOUBLE-FAMILY
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CALL: (724) 863-9550

FOR INFORMATION

 Dowling insurance agency
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Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
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Jeffery T. Hite, Supervisor

PHILLIPS
MONUMENT
COMPANY

720 State Route 130 Trafford, PA

412-372-7000
A monument company for over 60 years.

 ROBERT BEITER 

TREE SERVICE
AND LANDSCAPING

3265 Route 136, PO Box 123 Darragh
(724) 863-3771 • (724) 446-TREE (8733)

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE
Tree Trimming - Removal

Bucket Truck Service - Stump Removal
  WE DO IT ALL!    Since 1951

coffee • tea • pastries • breakfast

512 Main St. 
Irwin, PA

724-863-3111

cafe & coffeehouse

PA 019649

Room Additions • Game Rooms • Garages
Bathrooms • Roofing/Siding • Windows

Soffit & Fascia • Decks
Greensburg: 724-837-6001 | North Huntingdon:  412-754-2517

H I S T L E RH I S T L E R
CONSTRUCTION CO.CONSTRUCTION CO.WW

Bob Fisher
1300 Braddock Ave • Braddock, PA

412.225.6562 Cell

traditional & cremation services
Family Owned and Operated Since 1869

www.snyderfuneralservices.com
521 Main Street, Irwin, PA • 724-863-1200



 For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1204

WEST HEMPFIELD
SELF STORAGE
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 24 Hour Electronic Gate
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Member SIPC

Matt Wirtz, CFP®, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
200 2nd St. • Irwin, PA
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 Bock Agency
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carwensboardingandgrooming.com
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Family Dental Care
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Heat Retentive
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www.wcpoolpros.com

Margaret M. Hock, Esquire
WILLS & ESTATE PLANNING

412-316-8647 • mhock@trc-law.com

We care, because you care. Trust Shaffer Memorial.
920 Industrial Blvd., Loyalhanna, PA 15661

(724) 539-2926 • shaffermemorial@aol.com
www.ShafferMemorial.com

25% OFF TOTAL ORDER
Present coupon for discount

Hours: Tues - Fri 10:00 - 3:00 • (724) 527-5776 
Plus, first Saturday of each month 

372 N 1st St at Rt 130, Jeannette, PA 15644 

St Vincent de Paul 
Thrift Store - Jeannette

FREE MEDICARE HELP
Tired of getting tons of mail for Medicare?  Are 

you confused about how the process works?
Let Me Help! My services are free.

I represent most all carriers in Western PA, 
i.e. Highmark, UPMC, Aetna, Humana, Wellcare...

and many more.  I will provide a personalized 
“Medicare 101” class and assist you in 

enrolling in Part A,B,C & D.
I will be there for you all year round to help with 
any questions or concerns, and each year during

 Open Enrollment to make sure you 
are ready for next year.

I’m your local Medicare/Insurance Advisor – Chris Visco 
Call me or scan the QR code to set up an appointment
724.972.7591  •  Chrisvisco12@gmail.com

I will make sure you 
are on the RIGHT 

plan for you!

Partners in Health-UPMC welcomes Kim Avolio, DO,
to our new office in Ligonier. Expert medical care for
patients of all ages. New patients are welcome.

Partners in Health-UPMC 
200 West Main St. • Ligonier, PA 15658
724-441-3100


