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PASTOR’S NOTES  

We are all God’s Beloved 
Our celebration of the Baptism of the Lord finishes off the season of Christmas and leads 

us into Ordinary Time.  Today our readings speak about how Jesus was looked at through the 
eyes of the Gospel writers.  It is clear that for the author of Matthews’s gospel Jesus fits the iden-
tity of the “suffering servant” Isaiah speaks of in the first reading.  We learn from the gospel that 
Jesus was the one who was commissioned by God to remind the people of God the very heart of 
scripture.  He is God’s servant with whom God is pleased and upon whom God put the divine 
spirit. 

As we read all the versions of Jesus’ baptism by John, it is clear that there was a lot of dis-
cussion about why Jesus had to be baptized in the first place.  If baptism was meant to be “for 
the remission of sins,” why should Jesus, who was sinless, be baptized at all?  We clearly see that 
from John’s baptism of Jesus there are no doubts about who is the greater between Jesus and 
John.  This was a debate between many of the followers of John for a long time.  They were not 
clear as to who was of greater importance.  We hear from John himself what he perceives to be 
true; namely that Jesus is the Messiah.   

In our highly secularized society and with the increasing number of people who view 
themselves as non-practicing Catholics, we may ask ourselves “What has become of baptism?” 
What is at issue here deals with meaning and relevance of what Baptism really is.  One question 
that we all need to ask is: why would parents who not only have quit “religious practice” but 
have also dropped any form of faith education, want their children to be baptized? Baptism 
seems to be very much at odds with our modern society. 
One thing that the baptism of Jesus did was define who he was.  It is because Jesus knows who 
he is that he does what he did.  We need to realize that because of our baptism we have been 
defined as being God’s beloved as well.  We are reminded today that we all need to revisit both 
our practice and our theology of baptism.  An overemphasis on baptism as a means of purifica-
tion from original sin limits our understanding of the sacrament. 
            There is more to baptism than simply purification.  Baptism is the revelation of our true 
identity as children of God.  We are baptized “in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit.”  This makes a world of difference; it tells us how great our dignity and our voca-
tion are.  Imagine what our parish would be like if every member took the baptismal commission 
seriously?  What might happen in families, in the neighborhood and its schools, in people’s 
workplaces?  What pain might be relieved, what suffering made meaningful? 
            Baptism identifies us as God’s beloved children and our mission is to follow Jesus.  The dy-
ing and rising is the “stuff” our Christian living is all about.  We are living justly when we die to 
selfishness and rise to the needs of others.  Like Jesus, we are “showing no partiality” when we 
die to judgments and categorizing or labeling others and rise to seeing all people as beloved chil-
dren of God.  Like Jesus, we do good when we forgive; we heal others when we offer kind words 
instead of words that tear down, or help another without being asked.  Try to imagine a world 
where all baptized people live this way! 
- Father Mike 



CANDLES 
Sanctuary Candle:  
 

     In Memory of Ken, Flo & Harold Rottmund 
     (Family)  
                         
Divine Mercy:    
 

    Special Intention for Susan Nemeth (Courtney) 
                            
 St. Peregrine Candle:       
     In Memory of Michele Ruby (Courtney)           
                                            
Easter Flame Candle:    
 

    In Memory of Mihalko Family (Family) 
 
St. Joseph’s Candle:   
 

    In Memory of Paul Dirling (Tina Greer) 
 
Altar Candles for the Month of January: 

 In Memory of Deceased Members of the 

Bertolina, Santimyer & DeFelice Families 

(William, Tracy, Michael & Vincent) 
 
If you would like to have a candle lit in memory of 
your loved one, please call the parish office. We will 

be glad to help you. 724-863-9550                                                               

 
The sacrament is available during Confession hour 

and after each Mass. 
 

Matrimony 
Couples wishing to celebrate the Sacrament of 

Matrimony must contact the parish office one 
year in advance of the Wedding.  

 

Baptism 
Families of our parish who wish to have their child 

baptized please email Susan Cheplic at  
skcheplic@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

to register for Baptism Preparation. 
 

Tuesday 5:15 - 6:15 p.m. & Saturday 9-10 a.m. 

(except for the first Saturday of the month) 
 

Divine Mercy 

Join us for the Divine Mercy Chaplet Monday 
through Friday at 3:00 pm in the church. 

Please pray for the families of  
Marlene Stoken, Matthew Washil,  

John Gallik, Gerald Malkos,  
Druecilla Orsino, John Marsiglio and all of 

our faithful departed.  
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, and let 

perpetual light shine upon them.                           

Eucharistic Adoration is held every 
Tuesday after 7:45 am Mass &  

 continuing until 6:15 pm. 
 

“When we face the sun we get a tan, but 
when we stand before Jesus in the Eucharist 
we become saints.” - Blessed Carlo Acutis 

Sunday Offertory 
 

December 22 - $15,127.76  
 

December 29 - $14,278.01 
 

Christmas  - $23,813.65 
 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God - $3,060.24 
 

Online Giving 
 

December 23 - January 3 - $5,210.35 
 

Thank you for supporting our parish! 
 

Immaculate Conception Parish offers Online Giving.   
 Scan QR Code on the new Pew Cards or QR Code 

below. 
 Click Create a new account. 
 Create an ID and password. 
 Allow 2 minutes to complete the  
 process. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

If you decide to switch to online giving and would 
like to discontinue your envelopes please contact the 

parish office. Thank you! 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
 

Our Father, We seek you in so many ways and 
places in our life. We seek you for guidance and 
for comfort. But you have told us that when there 
is hunger, it is up to us to feed the hungry. We ask 
you to help us see you in other Christians and 
humbly ask you for strength in the search for what 
we have in common. Bless our efforts to look at all 
the ways we are united in faith, and grant us  
courage to change our hearts and minds to realize 
your will. We ask all this through Christ our Lord 
and brother, in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 



HAPPENINGS ON THE CORNER & AROUND THE DIOCESE 

 

 
 

The Immaculate Conception Creation Care Team meets the 

first Wednesday of each month at 6 p.m. in the Children's 

Liturgy Room. The team’s focus is to study the encyclical 

"Laudato Si, Care for Our Common Home" and to turn the 

Pope's vision into effective actions. For more information,  
Chris Peta at chris@syncrous.com  

IMMACULATA MEN’S GROUP (IMG) &  
IMMACULATA WOMEN’S GROUP (IWG)  
Our next sessions will be next Saturday, 
January 25th for the men's group (IMG)  

and Sunday, January 26th for the  
women's group (IWG) at 6:30 am in Our  

Lady's Plaza. We will continue with Season 4 of 
"The Chosen". All are welcome!  

Knights of Columbus Donations for  
Vocations Dollars for Collars  

 

St Jude 9019 Knights of Columbus will be collecting 
for Vocations THIS WEEKEND after all Masses. All 
monies collected for vocations are in support of our 
Seminarians in the Greensburg Diocese. Last year 
we collected $5,940 from the Parishes of Immaculate 
Conception, St Agnes, and St Elizabeth Ann Seton. 
From that total last year we gave $3,000 directly to 
Designated Seminarians studying for the Priesthood 
in our Diocese. The remainder was donated to the  
Diocesan Fund that pays for educational costs. This 
year we are supporting three seminarians, Tyler  
Randolph, Ryan Scavnicky, and Matteo Arcara. Tyler 
and Ryan are members of Immaculate Conception 
Parish. Thanks for supporting this worthy cause. 

2024 Offertory Statements 
 

If you would like a 2024 contribution statement for tax 
purposes, please call the parish office or email  

cruby@dioceseofgreensburg.org to request  
your statement. We will be happy to send your 2024  

statement. Thank you!   

Christmas Decoration Removal  
Immaculate Conception Cemetery 

If you wish to retain your Christmas  
decorations from your loved ones graves, 
please remove the Christmas decorations by 
March 3, 2025. Anything left in the cemetery 
past March 3, as a courtesy to you, will be  
discarded by cemetery staff.  
Thank you for your cooperation.  

Thanks to everyone who took some 
time from their busy Christmas  

schedules to help us decorate our 
church for Christmas.  

It looks beautiful! But all things must 
come to an end. On Sunday, January 

12, after 11:30 Mass we could use your help disas-
sembling and packing away the decorations, trees 
and nativity to prepare for Ordinary Sunday.  

You must have up to date clearances on file at IC  

parish office to volunteer. 

Daily Mass Schedule Change  
 

Immaculate Conception Parish will not have 
7:45 am daily Mass on Fridays.  

 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton will have 8:30 am daily 
Mass on Fridays.  

 

Thank you.  

Valentine's Day Tickets will be sold after  
Masses January 18/19. The winner will have the 
option of $2,500 cash or $1,000 cash with  
complete rolls of $5, $10, and $20 lottery 
scratch off tickets.  
Buy a couple of tickets for your sweetie! 

mailto:chris@syncrous.com




Join thousands of Catholics nationwide in the annual  
Respect Life novena 9 Days for Life,  

Thursday, January 16 – Friday, January 24.  
Get daily intentions, brief reflections, and more by email or text message.  

 

Sign up at 9daysforlife.com!  





4:12 High School Ministry  
welcomes high school youth (grades 9-
12) to continue their faith formation 
with games, group discussions and 
presentations on topics of interest to 
teens. We also have seasonal social 
events, opportunities for service, con-
ferences, camps, and a summer mis-
sionary trip! 



ANGELS CORNER—QUEEN OF ANGEL CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

Queen of Angels Catholic School is preparing for a new celebration 
of Catholic Schools. National Catholic Schools Week (CSW) is an  

annual celebration of Catholic education in the United States. CSW 
has traditionally been held the last week in January.  

We want to help showcase what makes Catholic schools the best 
when families are looking to find the right school for them.  
This year we will celebrate January 26-February 1, 2025.   

This year’s theme is Catholic Schools:  
United in Faith and Community. 



 

THE FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

January 12, 2025 - Order of the Mass 
 
 VOCATIONS PRAYER 
  

 Lord Jesus, raise up from our homes those called by the Father:  
 courageous and humble men to the Priesthood, generous servants to the Permanent Diaconate,  
 faithful people to Consecrated Life, and holy men and women to the Sacrament of Marriage.   
 Holy Spirit, help us to live our universal vocation to holiness by listening to the Father’s voice and 
  responding with a sacrificial love.  Holy Mary, Model of vocations, pray for us. Amen. 

 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN                                                                              Come Now, Almighty King  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GLORIA                                                                                         Mass of the Immaculate Conception 
                                                                                                                                              Jacob Gruss 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH 
Irwin, Pennsylvania 



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

FIRST READING                      Isaiah 42:1-4,6-7 
 

Thus says the LORD: 
Here is my servant whom I uphold, 
my chosen one with whom I am pleased, 
upon whom I have put my spirit; 
he shall bring forth justice to the nations, 
not crying out, not shouting, 
not making his voice heard in the street. 
a bruised reed he shall not break, and a 
smoldering wick he shall not quench, 
until he establishes justice on the earth; 
the coastlands will wait for his teaching. 
I, the LORD, have called you  
for the victory of justice, 
I have grasped you by the hand; 
I formed you, and set you 
as a covenant of the people, 
 a light for the nations, 
to open the eyes of the blind, 
to bring out prisoners from confinement, 
and from the dungeon,  
those who live in darkness.  
  

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 

 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                  Psalm 29 
                           Michel Guimont 

 

The Lord will bless his people with peace. 
 
 

SECOND READING                      Acts 10:34-38 
  
Peter proceeded to speak to those gathered 
in the house of Cornelius, saying: “In truth,  
I see that God shows no partiality. 
Rather, in every nation whoever fears him 
and acts uprightly is acceptable to him. 
You know the word that he sent  
to the Israelites as he proclaimed peace through 
Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all,  
what has happened all over Judea,  
beginning in Galilee after the baptism 
that John preached,  
how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth 
 

 
 
with the Holy Spirit and power. 
He went about doing good and healing all 
those oppressed by the devil,  
for God was with him.”     
 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 

 
 

GOSPEL  READING         Luke 3:15-16, 21-22 
 

The people were filled with expectation, 
and all were asking in their hearts whether 
John might be the Christ. 
John answered them all, saying,  
“I am baptizing you with water, 
but one mightier than I is coming. 
I am not worthy to loosen  
the thongs of his sandals. 
He will baptize you with the  
Holy Spirit and fire.” 
After all the people had been baptized  
and Jesus also had been baptized and was 
praying, heaven was opened  
and the Holy Spirit descended upon him 
in bodily form like a dove.  
And a voice came from heaven,  
“You are my beloved Son; 
with you I am well pleased.”  
  

The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/60:1
http://www.usccb.org/bible/ephesians/3:2
http://www.usccb.org/bible/matthew/2:1


CREED 

  
 I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.  
 I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages.  
 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the 
 Father; through him all things were made. For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  
 and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. For our sake he was crucified 
 under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance 
 with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
 again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end. I believe in the Holy 
 Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
 the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic 
 and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look  forward to the  
 resurrection of the dead and life of the world to come.  Amen.  

  
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

 THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 
PREPARATION OF GIFTS                                                                                         On Jordan’s Bank  

  
  



EUCHARISTIC ACCLMATIONS                                                     Mass of the Immaculate Conception 
                                                                                                                                              Jacob Gruss 
  

  
  
  



COMMUNION HYMN                                                                                                Like a Shepherd 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN                                                                     Songs of Thankfulness and Praise  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
—————————————————————————————————— 

Music in this worship aid is reprinted, with permission, from One-License A-720227. 
Readings from the Lectionary for Mass are reprinted, under license, © Confraternity of Christian Doctrine. 



	 For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com� 14-1204

	 Campbell's 
	 Service Center

1111 Clay Pike • North Huntingdon
(724) 863-9964

Full serve at self-serve prices
Free state safety inspections

labuda
Farm Service

724.446.7231
3208 Clay Pike • Herminie
John Labuda, Parishioner
LanudaFarmService.com

 PA License 019959• Sewer/Gas/Water Lines
• Fixtures 
• Water Heaters 
• Video Inspections
• Excavation
• Backflow Certification

$10 OFF w/coupon

(412) 754-1824
(412) 469-1007(412) 469-1007

www.jordanbanana.comwww.jordanbanana.com

(412) 823-1561

Since 1945 Commercial
& Residential

Daniel A. Szekely Jr., DMD
	 Family Dentistry
	Cosmetic & Preventive Care
	“Win with a great grin”

(724) 864-7307  or 861-8000
8800 Barnes Lake Rd., Suite 300

North Huntingdon, PA 15642

IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION

CEMETERY
GENESIS SECTION – NOW OPEN

SINGLE-DOUBLE-FAMILY
LOTS AVAILABLE

LAWN MAUSOLEUM – A NEW OPTION
CALL: (724) 863-9550

FOR INFORMATION

	Dowling Insurance Agency

	 (724) 864-7157
	 www.dowlinginsuranceagency.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME  Sue Novosel

snovosel@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6318

724-863-8900 • www.ottfuneralhome.com
Jeffery T. Hite, Supervisor

PHILLIPS
MONUMENT
COMPANY

720 State Route 130 Trafford, PA

412-372-7000
A monument company for over 60 years.

 ROBERT BEITER 

TREE SERVICE
AND LANDSCAPING

3265 Route 136, PO Box 123 Darragh
(724) 863-3771 • (724) 446-TREE (8733)

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE
Tree Trimming - Removal

Bucket Truck Service - Stump Removal
  WE DO IT ALL! 	   Since 1951

coffee • tea • pastries • breakfast

512 Main St. 
Irwin, PA

724-863-3111

cafe & coffeehouse

PA 019649

Room Additions • Game Rooms • Garages
Bathrooms • Roofing/Siding • Windows

Soffit & Fascia • Decks
Greensburg: 724-837-6001 | North Huntingdon:  412-754-2517

H I S T L E RH I S T L E R
CONSTRUCTION CO.CONSTRUCTION CO.WW

Bob Fisher
1300 Braddock Ave • Braddock, PA

412.225.6562 Cell

traditional & cremation services
Family Owned and Operated Since 1869

www.snyderfuneralservices.com
521 Main Street, Irwin, PA • 724-863-1200



	 For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com� 14-1204

WEST HEMPFIELD
SELF STORAGE

	 724-446-3378
	 24 Hour Electronic Gate
	  and Lighted Surveillance
3286 Route 136 • Darragh, PA

Member SIPC

Matt Wirtz, CFP®, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
200 2nd St. • Irwin, PA
724-864-6214
www.edwardjones.com

	 Bock Agency
	 11799 Route 30
	 724-863-4619

	 www.BockInsurance.net

	 Dr. Carla
	 CAPOZZI
	 ORTHODONTICS

“We Create Smiles in Countless Ways”
3520 Rte. 130, Ste. 4001, Penn Twp., Irwin, PA 15642

Phone: (724) 744-4074
E-Mail: drc@drcapozzi.com

Website: www.drcapozzi.com
	 Diplomate American 
	 Board of Orthodontics

Petrillo Jones, llc
Attorneys at Law

Mary Ann Petrillo, Esq.
Tyler J. Jones, Esq. 

Protecting Families, Seniors & Children
PROBATE • ESTATE PLANNING

ADOPTION • ELDER LAW
$450 Estate Planning Services

with this ad

412 Main Street • Irwin, PA 15642

724-861-8333  • www.MaryAnnPetrillo.com

ROOFING • SIDING
GUTTERS

724-515-5551
CallthePickle.com

101 Buttermilk Hollow Rd., Irwin • 724-864-2742

Carwen’s Boarding and Grooming
COMPASSIONATE, EXPERIENCED ANIMAL LOVERS SPECIALIZING IN GROOMING AND BOARD

carwensboardingandgrooming.com

Joseph J. Wawrzeniak DMD
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Margaret M. Hock, Esquire
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We care, because you care. Trust Shaffer Memorial.
920 Industrial Blvd., Loyalhanna, PA 15661

(724) 539-2926 • shaffermemorial@aol.com
www.ShafferMemorial.com

25% OFF TOTAL ORDER
Present coupon for discount
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Plus, first Saturday of each month 

372 N 1st St at Rt 130, Jeannette, PA 15644 

St Vincent de Paul 
Thrift Store - Jeannette

FREE MEDICARE HELP
Tired of getting tons of mail for Medicare?  Are 

you confused about how the process works?
Let Me Help! My services are free.

I represent most all carriers in Western PA, 
i.e. Highmark, UPMC, Aetna, Humana, Wellcare...

and many more.  I will provide a personalized 
“Medicare 101” class and assist you in 

enrolling in Part A,B,C & D.
I will be there for you all year round to help with 
any questions or concerns, and each year during

 Open Enrollment to make sure you 
are ready for next year.

I’m your local Medicare/Insurance Advisor – Chris Visco 
Call me or scan the QR code to set up an appointment
724.972.7591  •  Chrisvisco12@gmail.com

I will make sure you 
are on the RIGHT 

plan for you!

Partners in Health-UPMC welcomes Kim Avolio, DO,
to our new office in Ligonier. Expert medical care for
patients of all ages. New patients are welcome.

Partners in Health-UPMC 
200 West Main St. • Ligonier, PA 15658
724-441-3100


