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PASTOR’S NOTES  

Saying Yes to God… 
Sometimes we look at our faith and wonder how we ever got the notions that we have.  For  

example, it has always been said that Catholics are notorious for their feelings of “guilt.”  I can 
understand where guilt comes from but I can also see that notion found in many other faiths and 
religions.  I don’t think that we have the market on guilt.  This week our liturgy deals with  
another one of those “myths” that has always been a part of faith and belief in God namely,  
believing that we are not worthy of God’s love or care.  Often we use this feeling of being  
unworthy as an excuse for not following the call God may be giving us.  In all three of our  
readings for this week we are given an example of how this “unworthiness” ultimately worked 
out to God’s advantage.  Isaiah in the first reading cries out: “Woe is me, I am doomed! For I am 
a man of unclean lips…” St. Paul in the second reading professes to be “…the least of the  
apostles…because I persecuted the church of God” and then St. Peter tells Jesus: “Depart from 
me, Lord, for I am a sinful man.”  As we can see, weakness and fear do not have the last word, 
for each of these men reconcile themselves to God and do what is asked of them. 

 What is it that makes us feel so insignificant that we focus on our weaknesses?  It becomes 
our task to look beyond our fears and embrace the power that God has entrusted to us.  In both 
the first reading and the gospel it is clear that while God is present to us and calls us, our  
freedom is respected.  We are always given a choice about answering God’s call.  Just like  
Isaiah, we often feel afraid and unworthy to answer God’s call.  But as we see today it is always 
the unworthy ones that are accepted by Jesus.  We are all called, each one of us by name to  
answer the mission Jesus wants us to do.  We all need to decide for ourselves what it is about us 
that keep us from saying yes. 

Fear is a factor that cannot be denied; we are all afraid of many things. Fear is part of being 
human and comes in all sizes and shapes.  We are afraid of things coming back from our past to 
haunt us.  Fear of letting our failings known to anyone but God.  Fear of the future.  Fear of 
putting our fear up front so others can see it.  To often in life we live out of our fears and we  
never venture forward.  

We are just like Peter, Isaiah and Paul!  We can allow ourselves to become paralyzed by our 
own shortcomings and fears that we choose not to say yes to God’s call.  Too often we might feel 
the burdens of life are solely on our own shoulders leaving us feel totally alone.  The gift which 
the gospel brings to us today is that we are never alone when we hear and follow God’s call.   
Divine always abides within us and enables us both to answer the call and remain faithful to 
it.  God meets us where we are in life.  Our sinfulness should never be a stumbling block to  
follow God’s call.  God is forever giving us the choice to say yes.  God will always initiate the call; 
it is up to us to say yes! 
~Father Mike 

 
 
 
 
 



CANDLES 
Sanctuary Candle:  
 

     In Memory Marie Pularski (Ed & Sharon O’Brien) 
                         
Divine Mercy:    
 

    In Memory of Calvin & Kathleen Garbowsky  
                            
 St. Peregrine Candle:       
     In Memory of Ron Beatty (Carol)         
                                            
Easter Flame Candle:    
 

    In Memory of Bernard Marx (Nancy Dupier)  
 
St. Joseph’s Candle:   
 

    In Memory of Pat & Dan Ritter (Family)  
 
Altar Candles for the Month of February: 
        In Memory of Pat & Dan Ritter (Family)     
 

If you would like to have a candle lit in memory of 
your loved one, please call the parish office. We will 

be glad to help you. 724-863-9550                                                               
                                                                                                                                                            

 
The sacrament is available during Confession hour 

and after each Mass. 
 

Matrimony 
Couples wishing to celebrate the Sacrament of 

Matrimony must contact the parish office one 
year in advance of the Wedding.  

 

Baptism 
Families of our parish who wish to have their child 

baptized please email Susan Cheplic at  
skcheplic@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

to register for Baptism Preparation. 
 

Tuesday 5:15 - 6:15 p.m. & Saturday 9-10 a.m. 

(except for the first Saturday of the month) 
 

Divine Mercy 

Join us for the Divine Mercy Chaplet Monday 
through Friday at 3:00 pm in the church. 

Please pray for the family of John Galica 
and all of our faithful departed.  

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, and let 
perpetual light shine upon them.                           

Eucharistic Adoration is held every 
Tuesday after 7:45 am Mass &  

 continuing until 6:15 pm. 
 

“When we face the sun we get a tan, but 
when we stand before Jesus in the Eucharist 
we become saints.” - Blessed Carlo Acutis 

Sunday Offertory 
 

January 26 - $12,120.29 
 

Online Giving 
 

January 27 - February 2 - $4,041.85 
 

Thank you for supporting our parish! 
 

Immaculate Conception Parish offers Online Giving.   
 Scan QR Code on the new Pew Cards or QR Code 

below. 
 Click Create a new account. 
 Create an ID and password. 
 Allow 2 minutes to complete the  
 process. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

If you decide to switch to online giving and would 
like to discontinue your envelopes please contact the 

parish office. Thank you! 

O ever-Immaculate Virgin, Mother of Mercy, health of the 

sick, refuge of sinners, comforter of the afflicted, you 

know my wants, my troubles, my sufferings; look with 

mercy on me. By appearing in the Grotto of Lourdes, you 

were pleased to make it a privileged sanctuary, whence 

you dispense your favours; and already many sufferers 

have obtained the cure of their infirmities, both spiritual 

and corporal. I come, therefore, with complete confidence 

to implore your maternal intercession. Obtain, O loving 

Mother, the grant of my requests. (mention your petition) 

Through gratitude for your favours, I will endeavour to 

imitate your virtues, that I may one day share your glory, 

and bless you in eternity.  Amen. 

Prayer When Facing the Unknown 
 

Dear Jesus, When you call me to places where I am 
unfamiliar, be with me. When you invite me to a  
mission I feel ill-equipped to handle, give me your 
strength. Help me to leave everything and follow you. 
Amen. 



HAPPENINGS ON THE CORNER & AROUND THE DIOCESE 

 

 

 
The Immaculate Conception Creation Care Team meets the first 

Wednesday of each month at 6 p.m. in the Children's Liturgy 

Room. The team’s focus is to study the encyclical "Laudato Si, 

Care for Our Common Home" and to turn the Pope's vision into 

effective actions. For more information,  

Chris Peta at chris@syncrous.com  

IMMACULATA MEN’S GROUP (IMG) &  
IMMACULATA WOMEN’S GROUP (IWG) 

  

Our next sessions will be this Saturday, 
February 8th for the men's group (IMG)  

and Sunday, February 9th for the  
women's group (IWG) at 6:30 am in Our  

Lady's Plaza. We will continue with Season 
4 of "The Chosen". All are welcome!  

 

Immaculate Conception Cemetery 
Christmas Decoration Removal  

 

If you wish to retain your Christmas decorations 
from your loved ones graves, please remove the 
Christmas decorations by March 3, 2025. Anything 
left in the cemetery past March 3, as a courtesy to 
you, will be discarded by cemetery staff. Thank you 
for your cooperation.  

Christian Mother’s/Women’s Guild 
Meeting in Our Lady’s Plaza 

 Tuesday February 11th  
following 6:30 pm Mass.  

Ronald Zona will be the guest  
speaker. He will be speaking on  

personal safety and security.  

The Luck O’ The Irish Tickets 
 

Tickets are available to purchase in IC parish  
office during office hours. Tickets will be sold  
after Masses February 15 and 16. Tickets are 
$10.00 each, two numbers on each ticket, 3 days 
to win. Benefits Immaculate Conception Parish. 
Thank you for supporting our parish! 

Christian Mother’s/Women’s Guild  
Annual Card Party is  

Thursday April 24, 2025. 
 

Christian Mother’s/Women’s Guild  
Annual Mother/Daughter Lunch  

Sunday May 4, 2025. 
More details to follow in  

upcoming bulletins!  

Burger Bash Meeting  
 

We will have a 2025 burger bash 
planning meeting  

Tuesday February 25th at  
6:00 p.m. in Our Lady’s Plaza.  

If you are interested planning our 2025 
burger bash season please attend.  
Any questions call the parish office  

724-863-9550. 

 

Remember that on Tuesdays 
we have the opportunity to 
spend time with our Lord in 

the Blessed Sacrament.  
Please consider spending 
some time in Adoration. 

Nut Roll Volunteers Needed 

If you are interested in volunteering with  
Immaculate Conception nut roll sale please 
call the parish office 724-863-9550 or email  
cruby@dioceseofgreensburg.org. We need  
volunteers to prep in the evenings and bake 
during the days. You must have up to date 

clearances on file at the parish office.   

mailto:chris@syncrous.com








ST. ELIZABETH ANN SETON CHURCH 
NIGHT AT THE RACES  

SATURDAY MARCH 22, 2025 at 5:00 pm 



ANGELS CORNER—QUEEN OF ANGEL CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Saint Vincent DePaul Charity Dinner 
Saint Agnes Chapter 

 

“For the Least of  my Brothers” 
 

Benefits the poor of  the Norwin & Jeannette Communities  
 

March 9, 2025 4:00 PM - Core Event Center, Irwin PA  
 

Come enjoy an award winning dinner from two world renown Chefs: 
 

The Late Chef  Braun’s award winning Black Forest Filet with béarnaise sauce  
And  Renown Chef  Foles’ Black Turtle Cheesecake 

 

Donation: $150.00 per person 
 

The evening will include a video about Saint Vincent DePaul, Raffle Baskets,  
and other chances to support the cause. 

Mike Zappone will be our Master of  Ceremony 
Call Kathy Takacs 412-491-7044 for reservations  



 
 
 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

February 9, 2025 - Order of the Mass 
 
VOCATIONS PRAYER 
  

 Lord Jesus, raise up from our homes those called by the Father:  
 courageous and humble men to the Priesthood, generous servants to the Permanent Diaconate,  
 faithful people to Consecrated Life, and holy men and women to the Sacrament of Marriage.   
 Holy Spirit, help us to live our universal vocation to holiness by listening to the Father’s voice and 
  responding with a sacrificial love.  Holy Mary, Model of vocations, pray for us.  

     

PROCESSIONAL HYMN                                                                        You Walk Along Our Shoreline  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GLORIA      
                                                                                                                   Mass of the Immaculate Conception 
                                                                                                                                             Jacob Gruss 
 
 
 
 
 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH 

Irwin, Pennsylvania 



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

FIRST READING                     Isaiah 6:1-2a, 3-8 
 

In the year King Uzziah died, I saw the 
Lord seated on a high and lofty throne, 
with the train of his garment filling the 
temple. Seraphim were stationed above. 
They cried one to the other, “Holy, holy, 
holy is the LORD of hosts! All the earth is 
filled with his glory!” At the sound of that 
cry, the frame of the door shook and the 
house was filled with smoke. Then I said, 
“Woe is me, I am doomed! For I am a man 
of unclean lips, living among a people of 
unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the 
King, the LORD of hosts!” Then one of the 
seraphim flew to me, holding an ember 
that he had taken with tongs from the altar. 
He touched my mouth with it, and said, 
“See, now that this has touched your lips, 
your wickedness is removed, your sin 
purged.” Then I heard the voice of the 
Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? Who will 
go for us?” “Here I am,” I said; “send me!” 
  

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                  Psalm 138 
                                               Michel Guimont 

 
In the sight of the angels  

I will sing your praises, Lord.  
 

SECOND READING  1 Corinthians 15:3-8, 11 
 

Brothers and sisters, I handed on to you as 
of first importance what I also received: 
that Christ died for our sins in accordance 
with the Scriptures; that he was buried; that 
he was raised on the third day in  
accordance with the Scriptures; that he  
appeared to Cephas, then to the Twelve. 
After that, he appeared to more than five 
hundred brothers at once, most of whom 
are still living, though some have fallen  

asleep. After that he appeared to James, 
then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one 
abnormally born, he appeared to me.  
Therefore, whether it be I or they, so we 
preach and so you believed. 

 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL  READING                     Luke 5:1-11 
 

While the crowd was pressing in on Jesus 
and listening to the word of God, he was 
standing by the Lake of Gennesaret. He saw 
two boats there alongside the lake; the  
fishermen had disembarked and were  
washing their nets. Getting into one of the 
boats, the one belonging to Simon, he 
asked him to put out a short distance from 
the shore. Then he sat down and taught the 
crowds from the boat. After he had  
finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put 
out into deep water and lower your nets for 
a catch.” Simon said in reply, “Master, we 
have worked hard all night and have caught 
nothing, but at your command I will lower 
the nets.” When they had done this, they 
caught a great number of fish and their 
nets were tearing. They signaled to their 
partners in the other boat to come to help 
them. They came and filled both boats so 
that the boats were in danger of sinking.  
When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at the 
knees of Jesus and said, “Depart from me, 
Lord, for I am a sinful man.” For  
astonishment at the catch of fish they had 
made seized him and all those with him, 
and likewise James and John, the sons of 
Zebedee, who were partners of Simon.  
Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; 
from now on you will be catching men.”  
When they brought their boats to the 
shore, they left everything and followed 
him. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/6:1
http://www.usccb.org/bible/1corinthians/15:3
http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/5:1


CREED 
  
 I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.  
 I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages.  
 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the 
 Father; through him all things were made. For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  
 and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. For our sake he was crucified 
 under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance 
 with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
 again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end. I believe in the Holy 
 Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
 the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic 
 and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look  forward to the  
 resurrection of the dead and life of the world to come.  Amen.  

  
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

 THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 
PREPARATION OF GIFTS                                                                                              The Summons  

  
  



EUCHARISTIC ACCLAMATIONS                                                                  Land of Rest Acclamations 
                                                                                                                                   arr. Richard Proulx 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LAMB OF GOD                                                                                                           Missa Simplex 

                                     Richard Proulx 
 
 



COMMUNION HYMN                                                                                     We Do Believe, O Lord  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN                                                                                   You Call to Us Lord Jesus  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Music in this worship aid is reprinted, with permission, from One-License A-720227. 
Readings Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States, second typical edition, Copyright © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997, International Committee on 

English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. Neither this work nor any part of it may be reproduced, distributed, performed or displayed in any medium, including electronic or digital, without permission in writing from the copyright owner. 

 

 



 For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1204

 Campbell's 
 Service Center

1111 Clay Pike • North Huntingdon
(724) 863-9964

Full serve at self-serve prices
Free state safety inspections

labuda
Farm Service

724.446.7231
3208 Clay Pike • Herminie
John Labuda, Parishioner
LanudaFarmService.com

 PA License 019959• Sewer/Gas/Water Lines
• Fixtures 
• Water Heaters 
• Video Inspections
• Excavation
• Backflow Certification

$10 OFF w/coupon

(412) 754-1824
(412) 469-1007(412) 469-1007

www.jordanbanana.comwww.jordanbanana.com

(412) 823-1561

Since 1945 Commercial
& Residential

Daniel A. Szekely Jr., DMD
 Family Dentistry
 Cosmetic & Preventive Care
 “Win with a great grin”

(724) 864-7307  or 861-8000
8800 Barnes Lake Rd., Suite 300

North Huntingdon, PA 15642

IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION

CEMETERY
GENESIS SECTION – NOW OPEN

SINGLE-DOUBLE-FAMILY
LOTS AVAILABLE

LAWN MAUSOLEUM – A NEW OPTION
CALL: (724) 863-9550

FOR INFORMATION

 Dowling insurance agency

 (724) 864-7157
 www.dowlinginsuranceagency.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME  Sue Novosel

snovosel@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6318

724-863-8900 • www.ottfuneralhome.com
Jeffery T. Hite, Supervisor

PHILLIPS
MONUMENT
COMPANY

720 State Route 130 Trafford, PA

412-372-7000
A monument company for over 60 years.

 ROBERT BEITER 

TREE SERVICE
AND LANDSCAPING

3265 Route 136, PO Box 123 Darragh
(724) 863-3771 • (724) 446-TREE (8733)

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE
Tree Trimming - Removal

Bucket Truck Service - Stump Removal
  WE DO IT ALL!    Since 1951

coffee • tea • pastries • breakfast

512 Main St. 
Irwin, PA

724-863-3111

cafe & coffeehouse

PA 019649

Room Additions • Game Rooms • Garages
Bathrooms • Roofing/Siding • Windows

Soffit & Fascia • Decks
Greensburg: 724-837-6001 | North Huntingdon:  412-754-2517

H I S T L E RH I S T L E R
CONSTRUCTION CO.CONSTRUCTION CO.WW

Bob Fisher
1300 Braddock Ave • Braddock, PA

412.225.6562 Cell

traditional & cremation services
Family Owned and Operated Since 1869

www.snyderfuneralservices.com
521 Main Street, Irwin, PA • 724-863-1200
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WEST HEMPFIELD
SELF STORAGE

 724-446-3378
 24 Hour Electronic Gate
  and Lighted Surveillance
3286 Route 136 • Darragh, PA

Member SIPC

Matt Wirtz, CFP®, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
200 2nd St. • Irwin, PA
724-864-6214
www.edwardjones.com

 Bock Agency
 11799 Route 30
 724-863-4619

 www.BockInsurance.net

 Dr. Carla
 CAPOZZI
 ORTHODONTICS

“We Create Smiles in Countless Ways”
3520 Rte. 130, Ste. 4001, Penn Twp., Irwin, PA 15642

Phone: (724) 744-4074
E-Mail: drc@drcapozzi.com

Website: www.drcapozzi.com
 Diplomate American 
 Board of Orthodontics

Petrillo Jones, llc
attorneys at law

Mary Ann Petrillo, Esq.
Tyler J. Jones, Esq. 

Protecting Families, Seniors & Children
PROBATE • ESTATE PLANNING

ADOPTION • ELDER LAW
$450 Estate Planning Services

with this ad

412 Main Street • Irwin, PA 15642

724-861-8333  • www.MaryAnnPetrillo.com

ROOFING • SIDING
GUTTERS

724-515-5551
CallthePickle.com

101 Buttermilk Hollow Rd., Irwin • 724-864-2742

Carwen’s Boarding and Grooming
COMPASSIONATE, EXPERIENCED ANIMAL LOVERS SPECIALIZING IN GROOMING AND BOARD

carwensboardingandgrooming.com

Joseph J. Wawrzeniak DMD
Family Dental Care

13370 Route 30
N. Huntingdon, PA 15642

(724) 863-2077
Heat Retentive

724-515-7560
www.wcpoolpros.com

Margaret M. Hock, Esquire
WILLS & ESTATE PLANNING

412-316-8647 • mhock@trc-law.com

We care, because you care. Trust Shaffer Memorial.
920 Industrial Blvd., Loyalhanna, PA 15661

(724) 539-2926 • shaffermemorial@aol.com
www.ShafferMemorial.com

25% OFF TOTAL ORDER
Present coupon for discount

Hours: Tues - Fri 10:00 - 3:00 • (724) 527-5776 
Plus, first Saturday of each month 

372 N 1st St at Rt 130, Jeannette, PA 15644 

St Vincent de Paul 
Thrift Store - Jeannette

FREE MEDICARE HELP
Tired of getting tons of mail for Medicare?  Are 

you confused about how the process works?
Let Me Help! My services are free.

I represent most all carriers in Western PA, 
i.e. Highmark, UPMC, Aetna, Humana, Wellcare...

and many more.  I will provide a personalized 
“Medicare 101” class and assist you in 

enrolling in Part A,B,C & D.
I will be there for you all year round to help with 
any questions or concerns, and each year during

 Open Enrollment to make sure you 
are ready for next year.

I’m your local Medicare/Insurance Advisor – Chris Visco 
Call me or scan the QR code to set up an appointment
724.972.7591  •  Chrisvisco12@gmail.com

I will make sure you 
are on the RIGHT 

plan for you!

Partners in Health-UPMC welcomes Kim Avolio, DO,
to our new office in Ligonier. Expert medical care for
patients of all ages. New patients are welcome.

Partners in Health-UPMC 
200 West Main St. • Ligonier, PA 15658
724-441-3100


