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PASTOR’S NOTES  
Life is busy in 2025.   

What should I focus on each day to embrace the Will of God in addition to my prayer time?  

The parables of Jesus Christ! 
 

In this Sunday's first reading we hear in Deuteronomy 30: 11-14 (NAB) "For this command that I enjoin on you 

today is not too mysterious and remote for you.  It is not up in the sky that you should say, "Who will go up in the 

sky to get it down for us and tell us of it, that we may carry it out?" Nor is it across the sea, that you should say, 

"Who will cross the sea to get it for us and tell us of it, that we may carry it out?" No, it is something very near to 

you, already in your mouths and in your hearts; you have only to carry it out.  
 

-Beautiful, clear words from the book of Deuteronomy that remind me of the parables of our Lord.  We all 

think life will be clear and focused when we begin on a spiritual path of our Catholic Faith.  But soon 

enough, we realize that the deserts in life are part of the journey. I love when a clarity strikes me in  

unexpected times; such as a little prompting of the Holy Spirit to refocus and anchor into something of the 

Lord.  One of these clarities came to me after receiving the sacrament of Reconciliation. I was contemplating 

how I could best remain focused on the Lord and anchored into His Will.  The idea of the parables of our 

Lord entered my mind.  More specifically, the idea of trying to live out one parable per day of our Lord as an 

anchoring practice of the Lord's Will.  The 3rd Luminous mystery of the Holy Rosary is the Proclamation, or 

as I like to pray it: "Jesus teaches us the kingdom of God." He does this in many ways but perhaps most  

especially in his parables of the Gospels.  They are like the Gold Plans for the Spiritual life given to us by 

God himself.  The parables of Jesus Christ are timeless; never outdated.  I realized this particular day that I 

don't think about them very much, other than when they come up in the Mass readings for the day.  So, here 

is the clarity of the plan I came up with.  1.  Focus on one parable of our Lord every day (Just 1 per day) 

make a cycle or a sweet rhythm to this.  2. This rhythm should be about enough for a 1month cycle.  Why is 

this? In the synoptic Gospels; (Matthew, Mark and Luke) we can count a little over 30 unique parables of 

Jesus Christ, give or take.  That’s perfect for contemplating about 1 per day for the month and repeating this 

sweet routine! Why is this good? I can't think of a better way to actually welcome the seeds of our Lord's 

parables into my heart and let them be planted and grow by the Holy Spirit watering them in my mind in the 

context of my daily life experiences.  Any good growth always begins with a new good habit.   
 

 Why do I believe this was a good clarity of a practice for my life? The Lord God knows that we have 

many things competing for the attention of our mind everyday.  Even with the gift of prayer throughout the 

day, it is very helpful to be contemplating something in Holy Scripture.  (and) for this type of practice, I 

can't imagine a better focus than the parables of Jesus Christ.  I could try to think about all of them everyday, 

but I know that would quickly turn into thinking about none of them for it would be too much to actually  

focus on.  But I can sure contemplate one parable per day as a sweet monthly routine! May the parables of 

Jesus Christ enrich and strengthen your focus on the Will of God today and all month long!  
 

How do you find them? Read through the synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke) and mark them in 

your Bible, (or) look them up online to utilize a road map or guide to find them in the gospels.  Sounds fun 

right? I think so! (and) Most bibles already have them labeled as parables!  
 

What is the difference between our Lord using a parable or simply speaking directly in the Gospels?  

Parables occur when Jesus tells a story rather than speaking directly about a teaching and are usually labeled 

as such in our Gospels, such as "The Parable of the Sower" in Matthew 13.  Just prior to that parable in  

Matthew 12,  Jesus gives a teaching; "For whoever does the will of my Father in Heaven is my brother, and 

sister, and mother." (but in that case does not use a story-so it would not be a parable.) Hope that helps!  

~Father Jim 



 
The sacrament is available during Confession hour 

and after each Mass. 
 

Matrimony 
Couples wishing to celebrate the Sacrament of 

Matrimony must contact the parish office one 
year in advance of the Wedding.  

 

Baptism 
Families of our parish who wish to have their child 

baptized please email Susan Cheplic at  
skcheplic@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

to register for Baptism Preparation. 
 

Tuesday 5:15 - 6:15 p.m. & Saturday 9-10 a.m. 

(except for the first Saturday of the month) 
 

Divine Mercy 

Join us for the Divine Mercy Chaplet Monday 
through Friday at 3:00 pm in the church. 

Please pray for all of our  
faithful departed.  

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, and 
let perpetual light shine upon them.                           

Eucharistic Adoration is on Tuesdays 
after 7:45 am Mass &  

 continuing until 6:15 pm. 
 

“Our desire for God can only grow 
when we place ourselves in  

His presence.” ~Pope Francis  

Prayer for Charity 

Give me the grace, Lord, to truly see those 
around me: the overlooked, the uncomfortable, 
the odd and disliked. Your kingdom is one of 
belonging, help us to be the types of neighbors 
who see and respond with Godly generosity. 
Amen. 

Sunday Offertory 
 

July 6 - $15,837.12 
 

Online Giving 
 

June 28 -  July 6- $6,774.25 
 

Thank you for supporting our parish! 
 

Immaculate Conception Parish offers Online Giving.   
• Scan QR Code on the new Pew Cards or QR Code 

below. 
• Click Create a new account. 
• Create an ID and password. 
• Allow 2 minutes to complete the  
• process. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

If you decide to switch to online giving and would 
like to discontinue your envelopes please contact 

the parish office. Thank you! 

CANDLES 
 

Sanctuary Candle:  
 

In Memory of John, Mary & Patricia Surmacz  
(Ron Surmacz)  
          
Divine Mercy:    
 

Special Intentions for Father Jim Morley  
 
 St. Peregrine Candle:       
Special Intentions for Cancer Patients & 
Caregivers 
                                            
Easter Flame Candle:    

Special Intentions for Immaculate Conception 

Parishioners 
 
St. Joseph’s Candle:   

 

In Memory of John Miller & Bill Rothwell  
(Mary Lou) 
 
Altar Candles for the Month of July: 
 In Memory of Dave Stitely (Family) 
 
If you would like to have a candle lit in memory 

of your loved one, please call the parish office at 

724-863-9550. We will be glad to help you.               

Homebound Ministry  
If you know of any family, neighbors, or fellow  
parishioners who are homebound and would like to 
have a Homebound Minister bring the Holy  
Communion, please call the Parish Office 
724.863.9550. 
 

Please join us for the  
Divine Mercy Chaplet  

Monday through Friday at  

3:00 pm at Immaculate  
Conception Church.  

All are welcome!  



 

 

 

 

The Immaculate Conception Creation Care Team follows 
the Church's teachings to Care for Our Common Home 

with various programs such as recycling, ecological  
education, and service. The team meets the third Tuesday 

of each month (the location varies). Please contact  
Dave Wasil at dwasil@dioceseofgreensburg.org for 

more information. 

GRIEF SHARE SUPPORT GROUPS 
 

Two Grief Share groups are available: 
 

Monday evenings Grief Share support group will be 
held at Immaculate Conception in the  

Children’s Liturgy Room on Mondays from  
6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. Contact Gerri Dornin at 

gdornin@comcast.net  to register or for additional  
information.  You are welcome to start attending at 

any point, as each session is “self-contained.”   
 

Thursday afternoons Grief Share support group will 
be held at St. Agnes in the Bertolina Room in the 
Faith Formation Center (Old Convent), Thursdays 
from 1:00 pm - 2:30 p.m. Contact Audrey Quinlan 
at audreyquinlan@comcast.net  to register or for 
additional information. You are welcome to start 

attending at any point, as each session  
is “self-contained.” 

Sue Novosel from LPi, our bulletin printer, will be securing new ads for 
our church in the coming weeks. It is the support of the business com-
munity that helps to make our church thrive. Please consider purchas-
ing a print and/or digital ad as your participation makes our bulletin 
successful, and you attract customers! 

Sue Novosel, Advertising Rep 
(724) 831-0975 

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul  
harnesses the power of community and 
partnerships to feed, clothe, house and heal 
individuals and families in our community 
who have nowhere else to turn for help. 
Our volunteer members – known as  

Vincentians – are women and men who are compelled by 
our Catholic Christian faith to serve those who are in 
need and suffering. 
From rental assistance and homelessness prevention, to 
thrift stores and food pantries, to utility assistance and 
car repairs, we share our time and treasure with those 
who need help and hope. We believe EVERYONE  
deserves a fair chance at a bright future, regardless of 
income or life circumstances. 
You can be a light in this season of darkness. The gifts 
we have, we are given to share — and we invite you to 
join us in a season of generosity. When you give to the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul, you’re giving love, help, 
and hope to our neighbors in need. Thank you for your 
prayers and generosity. If you are interested in learning 
more or becoming a Vincentian, please contact  
Kathy Takacs at (412) 491-7044 or  
Jack Steiner at (412) 979-2077. 

 

Remember that on Tuesdays 
after 7:45 am Mass until  

6:15 pm we have the  
opportunity to spend time with 

our Lord in the  
Blessed Sacrament.   

Please consider spending some 
time in Adoration. 

mailto:dwasil@dioceseofgreensburg.org
mailto:gdornin@comcast.net
mailto:audreyquinlan@comcast.net


Diocesan Lenten Appeal  

We are gaining on our Diocesan Lenten Appeal goal this year. Our Diocesan goal is $162,067.00. We would 
like to see as many people as possible donate to support our parish and ministries like International Priests, 
Seminarian’s Education, Faith Formation programs, and Catholic Charities. Any amount will help towards our 

goal. Fr. Jim, Fr. Louiegene, Fr. Vijay, Immaculate Conception Staff and your fellow parishioners  
appreciate your support.  

 

As of July 8th total pledged is $140,831.30. That is 86.9% of our Diocesan goal. We have received gifts from 
436 parishioners, which is only 16.2% of our parish family. 

 

Thank you to all who have already given a gift to the 2025 Diocesan Lenten Appeal  
and to those who will give a gift. Thank you for supporting our parish! 

 

Complete the pledge card below & place in offertory basket. 
Or mail to parish office 308 Second St. Irwin PA 15642 

Or To donate online visit - www.dioceseofgreensburg.org/DLA2025 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



On Thursday June 26th at Theology on the Vine our seminarian Ryan 

Scavnicky shared with us his discernment and vocation story, the  

influence of  St. Therese on his journey, and the love of  the Sacred Heart 

of  Jesus. Thank you Ryan for sharing your story with us!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Be sure to mark your calendars for the next Theology on the Vine on  

Thursday August 28, when Father Dansak will share a  

lighthearted presentation on the way and how of  the theology of   

praying to the saints.  



ANGELS CORNER—QUEEN OF ANGEL CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

Queen of Angels Catholic School - St. Agnes Parish and Father Dan has asked our 
parents to coordinate and volunteer again this year at the St. Agnes Bazaar –  
Children’s Corner on August 1st, 2nd, and 3rd. So, I am asking for your help. We will 
be responsible for all the games under the Children’s Tent. I have worked at the 
St. Agnes Bazaar for over 38 years and have enjoyed every minute of this  

ministry. Please call me at 724-331-6216 or e‑mail me at rnoblick@queenofangelssch.org and let 
me know when you are available to help!! Thank you for your help and support!  
~Mrs. Ruth Ann Noblick   

mailto:rnoblick@queenofangelssch.org


On July 6th at 11:30 a.m. Mass, Bishop Kulick welcomed and installed the 
Very Reverend James Morley as pastor of Immaculate Conception Parish. 

Welcome Father Jim as you become our 17th shepherd leading the  
Immaculate Conception faith community.  

Thank you to everyone who participated in this joyous day!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

O Immaculate Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church and Patroness of our parish, we turn 
to you with confidence and love. Watch over our parish community, guide us in faith, 
hope, and charity, and draw us ever closer to your Son. We entrust to you our pastor, 

Fr. Jim. Bless his ministry with wisdom, courage, and compassion. May he lead us with 
the heart of a shepherd, and may your maternal care always accompany him. Intercede 
for us, dear Mother, that our parish may be a place of holiness, hospitality, and vibrant 

faith. O Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee!  



 
 

THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

July 13, 2025 - Order of the Mass 
 

VOCATIONS PRAYER 
  

 Lord Jesus, raise up from our homes those called by the Father:  
 courageous and humble men to the Priesthood, generous servants to the Permanent Diaconate,  
 faithful people to Consecrated Life, and holy men and women to the Sacrament of Marriage.   
 Holy Spirit, help us to live our universal vocation to holiness by listening to the Father’s voice and 
  responding with a sacrificial love.  Holy Mary, Model of vocations, pray for us.  

 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN                                                                                         At the Name of Jesus  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH 

Irwin, Pennsylvania 

Office of Liturgical Music Ministry 



GLORIA                                                                                                                  Congregational Mass 
John Lee                                                      

  



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

FIRST READING          Deuteronomy 30:10-14    
  

Moses said to the people: "If only you 
would heed the voice of the LORD, your 
God, and keep his commandments and 
statutes that are written in this book of the 
law, when you return to the LORD, your 
God, with all your heart and all your soul. 
"For this command that I enjoin on you 
today is not too mysterious and remote for 
you. It is not up in the sky, that you should 
say, 'Who will go up in the sky to get it for 
us and tell us of it, that we may carry it out?' 
Nor is it across the sea, that you should say, 
'Who will cross the sea to get it for us and 
tell us of it, that we may carry it out?' 
No, it is something very near to you,  
already in your mouths and in your hearts;  
you have only to carry it out."  
  

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                    Psalm 19 
                                               Michel Guimont 

 

Your words, Lord, are spirit and life.  
 

SECOND READING            Colossians 1:15-20 
 

Christ Jesus is the image of the invisible 
God, the firstborn of all creation. For in 
him were created all things in heaven and 
on earth, the visible and the invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or principal-
ities or powers; all things were created 
through him and for him. He is before all 
things, and in him all things hold together. 
He is the head of the body, the church. 
He is the beginning, the firstborn from the  
dead, that in all things he himself might be 
preeminent. For in him all the fullness was 
pleased to dwell, and through him to  
reconcile all things for him, making peace by the 
blood of his cross through him, whether 
those on earth or those in heaven.  

 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL  READING                 Luke 10:25-37 
   

There was a scholar of the law who stood 
up to test him and said, "Teacher, what 
must I do to inherit eternal life?" Jesus said 
to him, "What is written in the law? How 
do you read it?"  He said in reply, “You 
shall love the Lord, your God, with all your 
heart, with all your being, with all your 
strength, and with all your mind, and your 
neighbor as yourself." He replied to him, 
"You have answered correctly; do this and 
you will live." But because he wished to  
justify himself, he said to Jesus, "And who is 
my neighbor?" Jesus replied, "A man fell 
victim to robbers as he went down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho. They stripped and 
beat him and went off leaving him half-
dead. A priest happened to be going down 
that road, but when he saw him, he passed 
by on the opposite side. Likewise a Levite 
came to the place, and when he saw him,  
he passed by on the opposite side. But a 
Samaritan traveler who came upon him was 
moved with compassion at the sight. He 
approached the victim, poured oil and wine 
over his wounds and bandaged them. Then 
he lifted him up on his own animal, took 
him to an inn, and cared for him.  The 
next day he took out two silver coins and 
gave them to the innkeeper with the 
 instruction, 'Take care of him.  If you 
spend more than what I have given you, 
I shall repay you on my way back.' Which of 
these three, in your opinion, was neighbor 
to the robbers' victim?" He answered, "The 
one who treated him with mercy." Jesus 
said to him, "Go and do likewise." 
  

The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



CREED 

  
 I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.  
 I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages.  
 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the 
 Father; through him all things were made. For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  
 and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. For our sake he was crucified 
 under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance 
 with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
 again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end. I believe in the Holy 
 Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
 the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic 
 and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look  forward to the  
 resurrection of the dead and life of the world to come.  Amen.  

  
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

  

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

PREPARATION OF GIFTS                                                                     We Sing Your Praise, O Christ  
  

  



 
 
 

EUCHARISTIC ACCLMATIONS                                                                                      Jubilation Mass 
                                                                                                                                      James Chepponis 
 

 
 
 



COMMUNION HYMN                                                                                                Lead Me, Lord  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN                                                              Christ is Made the Sure Foundation  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
—————————————————————————————————— 

Music in this worship aid is reprinted, with permission, from One-License A-720227. 
Readings from the Lectionary for Mass are reprinted, under license, © Confraternity of Christian Doctrine. 
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