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THE CHRIST INITIATIVE:                             

Saint Agnes Parish, Middleton    Saint Rose of Lima Parish, Topsfield        

  Saint Agnes Parish  

 

 

WELCOME!  New to our parish or 
just visiting for the day? Thank you 
for joining us! Just before the end of 
Mass, we welcome visitors and new 
parishioners. We are eager to meet 
you.  Welcome 
………………………………………..… 

Mass Intentions Week of:              
May 30, – June 7, 2015  
Saturday : 4:00PM -  (Fr. Medas) 

Leslie R. Bacon 27th Anniv.                          
by John Bacon 

Sunday : 7:30AM - (Fr. Hollis)                         

Maria Mancini by The Goodwin Family 
             10:00AM - (Fr. Medas)                          
Louise M. Doherty by Frank Leary 
Tuesday :  9:00AM  
Gulia Ad Maetino by Lucy 
Thursday : 9:00AM 
Saturday :  4:00PM (Fr. Cadin) 

Nellie Muzichuk by Agnes Jones 
Sunday :    7:30AM (Fr. Tocci) 

Rev. Jose S. Ferreira by A parishioner                             
    10:00AM (Fr. Tocci)     
Edith Altieri Ferdinand                             
by Carol D’Agosta & family 
…………………………………………….. 
Contact Us 
Our Priests: 
Reverend Michael B. Medas 
FrMichael@thechristinitiative.org 
Reverend Laurence Tocci 
FrRen@thechristinitiative.org 
Our Secretary: 
djones@thechristinitiative.org 
Coordinator of Mission: 
lpowers@thechristinitiative.org 
…………………………………………….. 
Reconciliation:                                                                       
Saint Agnes:                                      
Wednesday, May27th & June 10th                  
7:00PM - 8:00PM.                                                                                     
St. Rose of Lima:                                   
Wednesday, June 3rd & June 17th 
7:00 - 8:00PM    
…………………………………………….. 

 

Last Week’s Parish Support:               
$3,602.00 

Catholic Communications :  

$500.00 

People of Gratitude:  Over the last several months, I have often thought of Fr. Tom 
MacDonald’s homily during our Lenten Parish Mission.  Remember?  Father Tom said that 
every prayer should start from a feeling, from a heart of gratitude.  In that way, Father told 
us, we will be at peace.  Why?  Our lives will be marked by a Christ-like humility that has 
thankfulness as its gift.  How easy it is to be thankful for the priests we have had minister to 
us in recent years:  Msgr. McDonough, Fr. Hobson, Fr. Riley, Fr. Tom, Fr Charles, and 
presently Fr. Keith and Fr. Ren.  Tuesday evening, I learned that Father Ren was being 
called to a new assignment: parochial vicar at the Collaborative of Saint Mary Parish and 
Saint John the Evangelist Parish in Chelmsford.   It is a new collaborative that will begin in 
June.  Each parish is substantially larger than either of our parishes (combined Sunday 
Mass attendance of 2136, 159 Funerals annually).  As those parishes begin their collabo-
rative journey, Father Ren will bring the positive experience and learnings of our beginning 
as The Christ Initiative, to his new ministry at Saint Mary’s and Saint John’s.  I hope that 
knowledge will make you all proud that the work we have been doing is being recognized 
and seen to be of essential help to another collaborative that will begin its work.  I com-
mend Fr. Ren for the generous way he has responded to this call to a new assignment.  As 
priests, we know that no assignment is forever.  We are ordained to serve wherever, and 
whenever, we receive the call.  Change is not easy.  For us, we need to keep in mind Fr. 
Tom’s encouragement to be a people of gratitude for having Fr. Ren as a priest with us.  
For him, we are asked to pledge our prayers that this new beginning will be one of great 
joy and deepening service to God and God’s people.  On the weekend of June 13 / 14, we 
will have the opportunity to thank Father Ren for all that he has brought to our two parishes 
during this past year.  Please join us after the 4:00PM Mass on Saturday, June 13th, to 
thank him and wish him well as he begins this new moment in his life as a priest. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
New Beginnings:  I couldn’t have asked for a better community than The Christ Initiative 
to celebrate my first anniversary of priesthood this last weekend. This past year has been a 
sheer delight for me; you all have been patient with me as I learned how to be a priest, 
supportive of me in my ministry and in my growth, and an absolute pleasure to simply 
spend time with. I want to thank you all for being such a fantastic community to begin my 
priesthood with. For all of these reasons, and many more, it’s with a heavy heart that I 
have to announce that the archdiocese has decided to re-locate me. The Cardinal often 
has to make difficult decisions in consideration of the larger landscape of the diocese and 
with a far-reaching view, and he has determined that the archdiocese would be better 
served with me in one of our newly formed collaboratives. So, as of June 15th I will begin 
as parochial vicar of the collaborative of St. Mary’s and St. John the Evangelist in Chelms-
ford. This means my last day with The Christ Initiative will be the weekend of June 14th. I 
hope to be able to say good-bye to all of you personally between now and then. Please 
know how special you all are to me, and be assured of my constant prayers for you. Please 
pray for me, too. God bless you all.  ~ Father Ren-                                                                                                                               

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Hello everyone:   My name is Americo Santos. I am from El Salvador, but I am studying for the 
Archdiocese of Boston at St John's Seminary in Brighton. That means my purpose is to become 
a priest to serve in the Archdiocese of Boston. I have been assigned to these parishes - the 
Christ Initiative - to have a pastoral experience first for the summer, and then for a year of in-
ternship serving you, as well as learning a lot from your Christian life. I am personally happy to 
be here because I am already having a very positive experience in many ways, along with the 
Pastor, Father Michael, the vicar Father Ren, the staff, and all of you that I have met. I would 
like to say that in me you have a friend and brother in the faith available to you any time. Keep 
that in mind. Keep me in your prayers that I might configure my life to Jesus' s will and project. 
At the same timem I will have you in my prayers. God bless you.   Americo Santos                                     
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Rest in Peace:  A couple of months ago I mentioned in my column that two pastors in the 
Archdiocese recently died:  Fr. Jack Gentleman who was in his mid-fifties and Fr. Dick 
Mehm was 66 years old.  As of three weeks ago a third pastor, Fr. McLellan, passed away 
just as he was beginning the Sunday 11:00AM Mass at his parish.  He too was in his mid-
sixties.  Please remember the repose of the souls of these priests in your prayers.  Also, 
please pray for vocations to the priesthood.  As priests retire (retirement age is 75 years), 
experience health problems with age, and pass on in death, there are less priests to serve 
in the parishes of the Archdiocese.  God is calling young people to priesthood.  Let’s pray 
that more young people will respond to this call.   
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Burial & Cremation Services
Pre-Planning Available

DIRECTORS
Thomas A. O’Donnell
Anthony C. O’Donnell

167 Maple St. - Danvers
Conveniently located on
Route 62 near St. Agnes Parish

Burial & Cremation Services

(978) 774-6600

www.odonnellfuneralservice.com

Stoneham Fuel

Heating Systems & Boiler Installations

781-665-3100
Automatic Delivery • 24-Hr. Burner Service
Budget Payment Plans • Service Contracts

Fuel Assistance
Family Owned & Operated for Over 35 Years!

The North Shore’s 
most popular address 
for maintenance-free 

retirement living.

7638010

North Shore

1-800-630-0956

CENTER EYE CARE
978-276-1111

Dr. Suzanne M. Ward - Optometrist
Located above Ryer’s Store

162 Park Street, Suite 201  •  North Reading

www.centereyecare.com

Rosaries from Flowers 
“Handmade from the Flowers 

of your Loved One”

1215 Main Street, Unit 122 
Tewksbury, MA 01876 

(978) 851-9103

www.rosariesfromflowers.com

To make a gift in honor  
of our priests, visit 

 www.clergyfunds.org
Clergy Health and Retirement Trust 

Caring for the Well-Being of our Boston Priests

Space
Available

“God is Love”
 1 John 4:8 

156 Andover St. Suite 210, Danvers

 978-774-8340
www.jlcProfServices.com

PARISHIONERS MENTION AD
RECEIVE 10% OFF

Small Business Accounting  
& Personal Tax Services

Aulson

ROOFING
978-975-4500

Now opeN at our New MiddletoN locatioN!

Carrying forward with the tradition of compassion, honor and reliability for 
Boston’s North Shore families, at our new location in Middleton, Massachusetts.

Danvers & Middleton, MA . Tel: 978-774-0033 . www.mackneyfuneralhome.com

Personalized Funeral Planning 
and Affordable Cremation Plans.

Join us as we welcome Summer with delicious desserts and music 
from the Jazz Trio “String Swing.” Enjoy our lovely outdoor garden 
area, and tour our beautiful community.

Saturday, June 26 th, 2 – 4  pm

Kindly  RSVP by June 23  | 978.369.4728

68 Commonwealth Avenue West Concord, MA 01742 ConcordPark.net

Booklets
Bookmarks
Business Cards
Calendars
Door Hangers
Flyers/Brochures
Greeting Cards
Magnets
Newsletters

Notepads
Plastic Cards
Postcards
Posters
Presentation 
Folders
Stickers
Table Tent Cards
& much more

Proud Printers of This Bulletin

Save 30% to 50% On Most Printing Costs!
If you bring your printing to a chain store  

or other printer, money is leaving  
with those print jobs.  

We can help save you money.

What’s Inside

617-779-3777 
printing@PilotPrinting.net

www.PilotPrinting.net

MIRIAM GOODMAN

CORY SILKEN

ARTHUR GRIFFIN

Through a unique collaboration with The 
Cambridge Homes, a local assisted living 
residence and The Gri�n Museum, come 
view remarkable and inspiring photography 
in a comfortable home-like setting. 

ARTHUR GTHUR GTHUR RIFFINRIFFINTHUR RIFFINTHUR GRIFFINGTHUR GTHUR RIFFINTHUR GTHUR 

MAC T A

N E E  New England Open May 28th to June 1st 

June 28th to July 1st 

New England Jr. Clay Court Championships 
July 10th to July 13th 

New England Jr. Hard Court Championships
August 14th to August 17th 

Francisco Montoya Academy Director

Celeste Frey Academy Manager

Alex Howard Head Coach

Dave Colby
Junior Program Director

Daniel Quiceno Tennis Professional

Chris ClaytonTennis Professional  

Francisco Montoya | fmontoya@mactennis.com 
978-526-8900 ext. 232

Celeste Frey | cfrey@mactennis.com  
978-526-8900 ext. 351  

SUMMER 
2010

Ramp up Your Game
June 14th to August 27thMondays - Fridays

1:30 - 5:30 pm 
8 years and up

•

•

•

•

•

Chowder
FEST

FREE BACKYARD
EVALUATION

Gibraltar PoolsGibraltar Pools™

RT. 1, TOPSFIELD
978-887-2424

FREE
Computerized
Water Testing!

& Spas

617-779-4104 ext. 1 | www.TheologicalInstitute.org

SA
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 JO

HN’S SEMINARY BO
ST

O
N

June 1, 8, 15, and 22, 2015   
Mondays, 7-9 p.m.

149 Washington St., Brighton, MA
Presented by Prof. Celia Sirois

NO CHARGE

Seventh Annual June Biblical Seminar
The Family in the Bible




