2ND Sunday 

of ADVENT
 

December 8, 2013

 

“The earth shall be filled with knowledge for the Lord, 

as water covers the sea.”

~ Isaiah 11: 9

  

 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

MASS INTENTIONS

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

 


Monday, December 9
6:15 a.m. 
Maria Ngo Nguyen +

8:30 a.m.
Mrs. Joanne Pearring

12 noon

Priest’s Intention



Tuesday, December 10

6:15 a.m. 
Ivan Tette

8:30 a.m.
Patzek Erhardt & Rita

12 noon

Priest’s Intention



Wednesday, December 11

6:15 a.m. 
Joanne Pearring

8:30 a.m.
Harry Ballard +

12 noon

Priest’s Intention



Thursday, December 12
6:15 a.m. 
Souls of Helpless Unborn +

8:30 a.m.
Mr. Pat Uglietta +

12 noon

Priest’s Intention



Friday, December 13

6:15 a.m. 
David Tette

8:30 a.m.
Robert K. Tette

12 noon

Priest’s Intention



Saturday, December 14

8:30 a.m. 
Frank Fisher

5 p.m.

Sonny Cronin +



Sunday, December 15

7 a.m.

John Dolan +

8:30 a.m.
People of the Parish

10:30 a.m.
Maria Ngo Nguyen +

12 noon

Maria Nguyen Thi Ngo +

 

    
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

FROM THE PASTOR

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

The nature of Mary's grace at the Immaculate Conception --  In Lk 1:28 the archangel hails her as, "full of grace". Most versions today do not use that rendering, but greatly weaken it. Yet it is the correct translation as we can see from the Magisterium (Pius XII, Fulgens Corona, AAS 45, 579, and constant use of the Church) and also from philology. For the Greek word in the Gospel is kecharitomene. It is a perfect passive participle of the verb charitoo. A perfect passive participle is very strong. In addition, charitoo belongs to a group of verbs ending in omicron omega. They have in common that they mean to put a person or thing into the state indicated by the root. Thus leukos means white, so leukoo means to make white. Then charitoo should mean to put into charis. That word charis can mean either favor or grace. But if we translate by favor, we must keep firmly in mind that favor must not mean merely that God, as it were, sits there and smiles at someone, without giving anything. That would be Pelagian: salvation possible without grace. So for certain, God does give something, and that something is grace, are share in His own life. So charitoo means to put into grace. But then too, kecharitomene is used in place of the name "Mary". This is like our English usage in which we say, for example, someone is Mr. Tennis. That means he is the ultimate in tennis. So then kecharitomene should mean "Miss Grace", the ultimate in grace. Hence we could reason that fullness of grace implies an Immaculate Conception.

Overflowing grace: -- Pius IX, in the document, Ineffabilis Deus, defining the Immaculate Conception in 1854 wrote: "He [God] attended her with such great love, more than all other creatures, that in her alone He took singular pleasure. Wherefore He so wonderfully filled her, more than all angelic spirits and all the Saints, with an abundance of all heavenly gifts taken from the treasury of the divinity, that she, always free from absolutely every stain of sin, and completely beautiful and perfect, presented such a fullness of innocence and holiness that none greater under God can be thought of, and no one but God can comprehend it." (Excerpted and adapted from Theology 523: Our Lady in Doctrine and Devotion, by Father William G. Most. Copyright (c) 1994 William G. Most.)

A thought in preparation for Christmas – Why not postpone your “Christmas” shopping until after December 25 and open gifts on the Feast of Epiphany?  In this way, you’ll avoid all the crowds and be able to spend Advent in a more contemplative way, as intended by the Church. (And the fruitcakes will be on sale too.) You’ll save lots of money as store deconstruct their Christmas decorations on December 26, right at the time the celebration of Christmas should be in full swing.  Just a thought!  (Hey, who says you can’t save money by reading the bulletin?)
Access to the Adoration Chapel – will be controlled overnight, from 9 p.m. to 5:30 a.m.  There will be an access code to the door left of the main front doors.  More information will be given after the installation.  There will be more security for those who come to pray overnight.  If you’re old enough to be in the chapel into the night, you’re old enough to learn the access code!  Stay tuned.

The newly released Apostolic Exhortation -- by Pope Francis (Evangelii  Gaudium) has stirred up a good deal of conversation in the media and on the Internet on questions of economics and social justice.  This bulletin narrative risks perpetuating illusions that EG is mostly about economics. It just isn't. Not even close. The media have fastened on one aspect of the document-- not the most important. So look forward to another rant on the real topic, evangelization.  

Not surprisingly the Holy Father -- is directing and renewing our attention to the dignity of the human person and the "common good."  These are hardly new ideas. He takes aim at the degradation of the human person and of society that can easily result from unbridled free market capitalism.  The Pope’s exhortation shouldn't offend "economically conservative" Christians.  

It would be a mistake – to conclude our economy is “free market capitalist.”  It isn’t.  Economist Harry Vereyser, in his masterful “It Didn’t Have to Be That Way” (ISI Press, 2012) writes: “Before World War I, government based public policy on so-called classical economic theories about money and trade. Almost all economic theory was committed to free markets and private property.” But that quickly changed, as reality-based economic policy quickly gave way to revered abstractions and government power – their constant companion.  In brief, writes Vereyser, for the last hundred years several generations of self-appointed whiz kids constantly manipulated the political economy, causing the “boom and bust cycle” and made the 1913 dollar worth one penny today. What the Pope seems to be attacking is crony capitalism, which is closer to fascism (with a small “f”) than what is left of the free market.

However, there are clear abuses – in the remnant of the free market in our nation.  A quick example is the cut-throat "free market" of Hollywood and the pornography industries.  Their profits are extraordinary.  (Have you noticed nobody in government is complaining about Hollywood's [literally] "obscene profits"?) 

It is very interesting that most -- of the Hollywood establishment, as it makes billions of dollars in profit, professes to be firmly on the side of increased centralized Federal Government control of the economy as it makes billions of dollars in profit.  During the 1999 "dot com" (.com) stock market bubble burst, I read that the only Internet sites making money were porn sites -- a clear example of abusive and degrading free market capitalism that will never be cited in polite company in Hollywood and Washington, D.C.   Other examples abound, from Worldcom to Enron to Wall Street greed (often enabled by misguided Government policies). Contrary to the libertarian ethic, greed is not good. And there are plenty of examples of its directly corrosive and inimical effect on families. 
Many years ago my mother was laid off -- from her clerical job after a takeover of a major business in my hometown.  The new company eventually moved most of the operations of the once-successful "Mirro Aluminum Company" to Mexico.  My mother was released less than a month before she would have been entitled to retirement benefits from the company.  She was an employee for something like 20 years and was sent packing. Our family wasn't exactly living "from paycheck to paycheck," but I'm sure other families suffered because of the layoffs timed to avoid just payments of benefits.  Most would -- or should -- agree that unbridled free market capitalism can be brutal.

This is not to suggest that the Holy Father -- or the Church -- necessarily encourages greater centralized control of the economy.  (One of the Church's social justice cornerstones is the principle of "subsidiarity," which asserts that the social unit closest to a given social problem should address the problem.  Hence, before a central national government is called upon to solve a chronic social problem, there must be failures on the family, local community, city, county, and state and regional levels. That is a cumulative high bar to reach.) The Church is simply maintaining that injustices can occur and pointing to the proper role of "the state."  Typically, popes do not define "the state." The "state" arguably includes local, state, regional and central government authorities. One can hardly conclude that the Church, in criticizing the abuses of free market capitalism, is encouraging a takeover of the economy by central national governments.  In fact, socialism continues to be condemned by the Church.

The Holy Father as well as the popes before him -- are usually short on specifics, as well they should be.  Perhaps crossing the prudential line here and there, they know they are viewing the economies of the world with Christian eyes and enunciating Christian principles in need of practical application by the laity.  Who would deny that promoting the "dignity of the human person" in economics and "the common good" are principles worth implementing?

During this Advent season -- or, as the secular world would have it, this holiday season, we will likely see reruns of those classic Christmas movies.  One of our favorites, of course, is "It's a Wonderful Life" with Jimmy Stewart and Donna Reed, by Frank Capra.  Frank Capra was Catholic and it is hard to imagine him not having Catholic social teaching in mind as he produced this movie.

Most of you know the story line -- George Bailey (Jimmy Stewart) is the son of an owner of a savings and loan.  Aspiring to leave Bedford Falls to see the world, circumstances -- and his virtuous response to the demands of circumstances -- require him to take over the family business and face down the evil "Mr. Potter.”  George runs into financial trouble of his own.  His guardian angel appears and reveals to him what life would have been without him.  The city in his vision is now known as Pottersville (in obvious reference to Judas and his thirty pieces of silver).  In short, without George Bailey, Bedford Falls would look like the typical American city today. Capra’s points are transparent -- 1) one man in his virtue can make a big difference, and 2) that difference is known only to God.  A virtuous life is truly a wonderful life.

Capra also had an obvious -- world view, informed by his Catholic faith.  Both George Bailey and Mr. Potter are businessmen.  Both are "free market capitalists."  The difference is, George's "capitalism" is informed by his virtue, his love for others, his respect for "the common good."  The world of Capra's "It's a Wonderful Life" is not a world of Big Government and massive redistribution of wealth on the one hand, or cut-throat free market winner-take-all capitalism on the other.  It is a vision of an existing economic structure informed by Christian principles: respect for the dignity of man and the common good.  (Sorry to ruin a good picture with "economic structures" gobbledygook.)

Pope's don't have the luxury -- of film making or film makers.  Film making is a distinctively lay apostolate.  But in a shorthand way (and to some extent, wonderfully caricatured way), Catholic social teaching is correctly depicted in Capra's movie.

When I was growing up -- a family friend ran a little Sylvania television shop.  (Back in the days before the big shopping malls put the little guys out of business.)  He was a kindly fellow who attended our Saint Mary's Church.  I remember him saying that he had a competitor across the street who sold Zenith televisions.  When he knew times were tough for his neighbor, he sent his own customers across the street to provide business to his "friendly competitor."

The Catholic vision of economic life -- is "community based."  Financial competitors live together in the same community, send their kids to the same schools and worship in the same churches.  There is a vested interest in honest financial success for everyone.  

We've come a far way -- from that vision in our fast-paced and often autonomous life today.  But the vision, including fairness, charity, respect for the dignity of people, and in service of the common good remains.  It's not for popes and bishops and priests to tell you how to put this all into practice.  After all, many of you know more about how the economy works than the clergy does.  But the Church is informed by the law of Christ and understands the supernatural end of man. The Church refuses to reduce man -- or the economy -- to mere dollars and cents and cogs in an economic machine. That is the error of much of modern day capitalism just as it is the error of modern big government.  And it's up to the laity, informed by Catholic principles, to make the choices necessary to elevate economic systems accordingly.

If I were pope -- and I'm tanned and ready for the job -- I would issue my own apostolic exhortation on the economy.  It would simply read, "Watch 'It's a Wonderful Life' and take notes."
Light bulb jokes -- 1. Cops Q: How many cops does it take to screw in a light bulb? A: None. It turns itself in.  2. Psychiatrists Q: How many psychiatrists does it take to change a light bulb? A: Only one, but the bulb has to really want to change. 3. Tech Support Q: How many tech support personnel does it take to change a light bulb? A: Ring ring, ring ring, ring ring, ring ring, ring ring, ring ring, ring ring, ring ring, ring ring, ring ring, ring ring... 4. Nuclear Engineers Q: How many nuclear engineers does it take to change a light bulb? A: Six. One to change it, and five to figure out what to do with the old one for the next 10,000 years. 5. Feminists Q: How many feminists does it take to change a light bulb? A: That's not funny! 6. Philosophers Q: How many philosophers does it take to screw in a light bulb? A: There is no light bulb. 7. Graduate Students Q: How many graduate students does it take to change a light bulb? A: One, but it may take him upwards of five years to do it. 8. Real Men Q: How many real men does it take to change a light bulb? A: None. Real men aren't afraid of the dark. 9. Avant Garde Surrealists Q: How many avant garde surrealists does it take to change a light bulb? A: Tomato. 10. Mystery Writers Q: How many mystery writers does it take to screw in a light bulb? A: Two. One to screw it almost all the way than a second to really give it a good twist at the end.

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

IN OUR PARISH

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

  

Please note -- that since the feast of the Immaculate Conception was transferred to a Monday this year (since it fell on a Sunday), it is not a Holy Day of Obligation this year.
 

This  Week’s Second Collection -- will be for Catholic Charities. Through its professional support services, more than 78,000 people were assisted at every stage of life. Your support of this collection assists to ease the suffering of people in parish communities around the Diocese.

 

Is God calling you? -- The Secular Carmelite Vocation may be the answer to your prayers, for it is open to all, men and women, married or single. The Carmelites are those faithful who, by special vocation, undertake to live an evangelical life in the world imbued with the spirit of contemplation, in imitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The Carmelites in the Capital Area, meet the 2nd Sunday of the month from 1 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. in the St. Michael’s Sr. School Cafeteria. Contact Dr. Amadea Tette, 703-750-6478, or Janet Hillier, 703-280-1595.

 

Divine Mercy, what is it? -- St. Faustina, who is she? The Chaplet and the message?  Come and see! Every second and fourth Saturday, 9:15 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. in the Junior School.  For more information, contact Vicki Fox at 703-941-3013.

 

Afternoon of Recollection for Women -- will be held on Wednesday, December 11th, from 1-3 p.m. at St. Michael. This recollection is conducted by a priest of Opus Dei and consists of two meditations, one lay talk, and the opportunity for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. We encourage all women and also moms with younger children to attend this one to one contact with Our Lord. For more information, please contact Lorraine Anderson, 703-425-0921.

 

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA

Come tell Santa your every wish for Christmas, enjoy a family breakfast, make some crafts, and visit with friends…

When: December 14th, 9:00-11:00 a.m. 

            (breakfast served from 9:00-10:00 a.m.)

Cost: Adults: $5, kids 3 & older: $10, kids under 2: free

Where: Senior School Cafeteria

Reservations Required: before December 10th. Call 703-256-1222 or e-mail mich.kennedy@stmikes22003.org

 

GIVING TREE

Please take an ornament from the tree in the vestibule and purchase a gift card in your desired amount. Please return the tag and gift card to the Rectory or School Office before December 16th. We thank you for your generosity to those less fortunate. Each year we are able to help many of our school and parish families.

 

Job Opportunity -- St. Michael School is seeking someone who is 18 years or older to work in our After Care Program. Hours would be from 3:00-5:00pm Monday-Friday and on early dismissal days 11:30-3:00. Please contact Sister Therese at sister.therese@stmikes22003.org or 703-256-1222

 

Please Pray for: Robert and Courtney Villareal*; Rosemary Dooley*; Joseph Vaudry; Ariadne Pasa; Maria Kerrinckx*; Marissa Ann wWuerthele*; Dan Keller; Patricia Suppes; Fred Tansey*; Michael O’Neill*; Gordon Smith*; Andy Trice; Matthew Lynch; John Wilson; Maria Diaz*; Angela Symonds*; Frank Fisher; Peg Frank*; John Zych*; Suzanne Glaser; Helene Katzenbeisser; Rose Guggino; Josephine Oglesby*; Meg Sayles*; Paula Hughes*; Richard Lawrence*; Joanne Pearring*; Hadley Owen; Julia & Sophia Lattanzio; Marguerite Wise; Marie Tidwell*; Dale Sinn; Chau Duong*; Mary Rose Jones; Jane Ward*; Jack Delaney*; Elizabeth Medved*; Andrew F. Zaccardi*; Julie Molony Lee; Mary Roche*; Bob Cafarella; Marie Sibenik*; ith apologies to anyone we dropped; to re-add names call Father Pokorsky or the Office. for next week. 

 

Here are the names of family members -- of parishioners who are serving our country overseas: PFC Mark Haugh, USMC; Lt. Col. David Griesmer, USMC; 2Lt. Alex Cvrk, Army; Craig Shipley; Cdr. David Stabish, USNavy; Alex Puentes USNavy; Maj. Michael Mai, USArmy; Sgt. Ramsey Hamilton; Cpt. Justin F. Vaughan, USMC; SA Kevin Sucher, USAF; 1Lt. Andrew Jarvis, USAF; LCDR James L. Evans, USNavy; and…. [please call Mary at the parish office, 703-256-7822, and we’ll keep our prayers going for our soldiers in harms way.]. 

 

Are you called to be “A herald’s voice in the desert” -- preparing the way of the Lord in the hearts of His people? If you are considering a vocation to the priesthood or consecrated life, call Father J.D. Jaffe at 703-841-2514 or write: j.jaffe@arlingtondiocese.org.

 

Congratulations -- to Matilda Rose McKeever who was Baptized on Sunday, December 1, 2013. May you have a grace-filled life and bring much joy to your parents!

 

 

 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

IN OUR DIOCESE

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

The Blessed Christmas Wafers -- a centuries’ old Christmas vigil tradition enjoyed by the East Europeans, are available from the St. Vincent de Paul Society at the Knights of Columbus Christmas tree trailer located at St. Leo the Great Catholic Church, 3700 Old Lee Highway, Fairfax. Times are week days, 3:30-8 and Saturdays 9-8, Sundays 9-5. Please call for availability after December 17. Donation is $3 per wafer package. For information call 703-764-0243. All wafer proceeds benefit the St. Vincent de Paul Society.
 

 

