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Sunday, the Day of the Lord	 January 24,  2016

WELCOME
To all our visitors this weekend 

  Please remember the sick and homebound of our 
Parish. 
     We are all called to prayer. As a faith community,       
let us keep in mind all those who have asked us to pray for them, that 
they may experience the healing power of our gracious God 

 
Peter An, Phil Barrett, Elaine Bellock, Eric Braham, Pat Brennan, Ronald 
& Maureen Brodeur, Dominic Cantarella, Jim Cavanaugh, Kay Cava-
naugh, Michael Cavaliere, Cheryl, John Dolan, Dan Doyle, Frank Fal-
cone, Joe & Peg Farrell, Mike Faul, Mary Finlay, John Flaherty, William 
Kilminster,Hayley Kuhn, Maria Ludwig, Joseph Montgomery, Adalcina 
Antao Moreira, Fr. Charles Parr, Michael Papalos, John Pra, Christopher 
Raiola, Tom Warren, Diane Zadrozny.

If you know someone whose name should be removed, please keep us informed. To 
add a name, please fill out the form on the website or in the rectory.

This Week’s Question

For Adults:
What  do you do when  a 
message you are trying to 
deliver “falls on deaf ears”?

For Children:
Are there  times when  you 
have not listened as well as 
you could to what
someone was telling you? Why 
didn’t you?

What’s Happening?
Sunday
	 No Religious Ed
	 Pound A Week 
Anointing of the Sick, 11 am Mass
This Week
	 Thurs., Pastoral Council, 7:30

Next Sunday
	 Religious Ed.

Every Sunday
	 Pound A Week

Catholic Schools Week is an annual 
celebration of the value of catholic  
education. While we do not have a parish 
school, we stand in solidarity with our 
neighbor schools. Once again, we  remind 
parishioners who choose catholic schools 
for their children that they need not 
change parishes and that our parish shares 
responsibility toward their education. 

Ministry to the Homebound
If you know a homebound person who 

would like communion and/or on a regular 
basis, if you are ministering in that way 
OR if you can visit and/or bring com-
munion to a homebound person, please 
fill out the form on the info rack in the 
vestibule.



PREPARING FOR 
NEXT WEEK’S LITURGY

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

First Reading: Isaiah  6:1-8
The prophet Isaiah lived about 750 years 

before Christ. His enthusiastic response to God’s 
call led to a prophetic career that lasted over 40 
years. In this brief passage, we find not only the 
source for the “Holy, Holy” in the Mass, but also 
the prayer before reading the Gospel (asking God 
to cleanse one’s lips), and finally the refrain from 
a frequently used contemporary hymn.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians  15:1-11
We continue our reading from Paul’s first let-

ter to the Corinthians. Some members of the com-
munity had questioned the bodily resurrection of 
Jesus, and our own resurrection as well. This pas-
sage is Paul’s response. It pre dates the Gospels 
and is the oldest written record of the Church’s 
core tradition about Christ’s resurrection.

¯¯¯

God’s Grace is Young Enough
For the Young and Young At Heart

Readings for this Sunday
Jeremiah 1:4-19; 1Corinthians 12:31-13:13; Luke 4:21-30

Trusting God in Times of Crisis
Suggested Reflection Questions

•	The first reading includes words of encouragement 
to the beleaguered and besieged prophet. God 
promises to deliver Jeremiah from those who fight 
against him. From what do you need God’s deliver-
ance and protection this week? 

•	God is our strength when we are vulnerable and our 
guide in the way of justice. What wondrous deeds 
can you do this week to proclaim God’s steadfast 
love to someone in crisis? 

•	Jesus returns to his hometown to teach in the syna-
gogue. Hearing his words, the crowd drives him to 
the edge of a cliff. Instead of being hurled over the 
edge, Jesus passes through their midst and continues 
on his way. Sometimes speaking up for what’s right 
isn’t exactly popular. Is there a difficult conversation 
you’ve been putting off? Pray for the courage to have 
it and ask God to help you pass through the midst of 
your fear and hesitation with love. 
 

Parish on a Journey
St. Patrick Day 

Party

Saturday, March 19
6 - 10 pm

VFW Hall
Morris Plains

GET 
READY

$30 
per 

person

Run & Tell Everyone

If you give us their emails, 
we'll send them Evites!





Welcome to St. Thomas More Parish
We are glad you decided to celebrate with our Parish Family. If 

you have recently moved into the parish and would like to register 
as a parishioner, please take a parish membership form at the en-
trances of the church or email and we will send you a form. Hope-
fully we can set up an appointment to meet one another. Or you may 
call the parish office at 973-267-5330.

SOME MINISTRIES and ORGANIZATIONS
Altar Servers	 Bereavement Ministry	
Bulletin	 Collection Counters	
Finance Council	 Home/Sick Visits	
Lectors/Ministers of Communion	  Youth Ministry	
Prayer Shawl Ministry	 Ushers/Greeters	
Women's Guild	 Pastoral Council

Whether you are new or a veteran, consider joining or 
helping in the various areas of parish life. Call the office. 
Interested in something you don’t see, don’t be shy, talk 
to Fr. Joe. 

Visit of Eucharist at Home. Communion may be 
brought to the home of any person permanently or 
temporarily homebound. For the confined, elderly 
and/or shut-in at home or in the hospital, our parish 
ministers make calls to homes and hospitals. Fill out 
the form below..  
 
Moving In or Out? If you are relocating either in 
or out of the parish area please takes a moment to 
help keep our records current. Contact the parish 
office or drop a note into the collection basket.

Pound A Week. Show how much we care! Bring a pound 
of goods when you come to church. Pasta, tuna, pow-
dered milk or soup. Peanut butter or jelly or crackers. Even 
a pound of diapers. While shopping add a pound!

    The following person(s) is presently receiving a visit and/or communion 
The following person(s) would like a regular visit and/or communion.

Name: _________________________________________

You may call me with specifics (address, etc.):  _____________________________

      _______________________________ Tel. or email: _____________________

 Convent Station, New Jersey 	  Saint Thomas More 

Notes & 
 Remembrances

Remembering our Own
Requests and donations were made in 

honor of the following, asking to remember 
them at liturgy this week. Please join with 
them in prayer and remembrance.

4th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Mary & Joseph Montgomery 5 pm

Baby Sweeney – Mon.
Gloria Sweeney – Wed.
Gloria Sweeney – Thurs.
Gloria Sweeney – Fri.

5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Emma Randall & Fam. 5 pm
Emily Zaila, 11 am

Parking in our Lot
We are pleased to accommodate parish-

ioners who park in our lot when using the 
train. We have black identifying hangers to 
be placed in the car while parked. We also 
ask parkers to park in the last aisle, nearest 
the second lot. This will help when we 
have funerals or other events. 

Recently there have been many more 
“unmarked” cars in the lot. 

The second lot (our lot) is for our use on 
weekend, so you can park in that lot for 
masses. Once the snow is gone, we will try 
to open the chain on weekends which will 
offer another way out of our lots. 

Did you know which masses 
were canceled last weekend? Did 
you know there were updated 
announcements on our website 
(www.stmnj.org), our new phone 
system and facebook? Did you 
miss last week’s bulletin? Yep, on 
our website. Oh, if you haven’t 
done so, yet, don’t forget to check 
out our website! 

Who, Where Why, How ...
Why is Ash Wednesday so early?
Obviously it all depends on Easter. Its earliest possible date is Feb. 4 (when Easter is 

Mar. 22 – less than once a century). The beginning of Lent varies with churches.  
Western catholics begin 46 days before Easter (40+Sundays); eastern catholics and 
orthodox begin two days earlier and ends before Great (Holy) Week. 

Forty is important in scripture. Whether in the desert or on an ark, days or years, 
forty is a probation time, resulting in change. Lent is a time of change or, to use a better 
current word, Conversion. We are called on Ash Wednesday to emerge on Easter as  
changed and better persons. So, get ready. Ash Wednesday is around the corner. 

Ashes are placed on the heads or foreheads of christians, tracing back to early 
church penitents. Placing on the forehead probably began when women wore hats in 
church. In parts of Europe and South America, they are still placed on the crown of the 
head. There is also no prescription for a cross although that is the regular sign used. 

ONLINE GIVING
     Stewardship is easier than ever 
with our online giving system, 
WeShare. Visit <stthommore.
weshareonline.org> for one-time 
or ongoing giving.



ST. THOMAS MORE PARISH
PO Box 286, Convent Station, NJ 07961

(4  Convent Rd.  Morr istown)
973-267-5330     email:  info@stmnj.org

Fr. Joe Farias, jfarias@stmnj.org, ext. 102
Bill McGuire, parish mgr, wmcguire@stmnj.org, ext. 104
Pat Schell, secretary, secretary@stmnj.org, ext. 103
Fr. Das Choondassery (in residence), ext. 108

Pray 
for

Peace


