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WELCOME
To all our visitors this weekend 

  Please remember the sick and homebound of our 
Parish. 
     We are all called to prayer. As a faith community,       
let us keep in mind all those who have asked us to pray for them, that 
they may experience the healing power of our gracious God 

Special requests for prayers at liturgy and donations made in 
honor of loved ones. These intentions and names of our sick are 
noted on the Gifts Table in the Remembrance Book and on the 
Weekly Sheet.

This Week’s Question
For Adults:

Why is knowing Jesus im-
portant in your life?

For Children:
How do you experience Jesus 
when you give a gift to some-
one else?

What’s Happening This Week?
Today
 No Rel. Ed.

This Week 
Monday – Office Closed

Next Sunday — New Year - 
 Mary, Mother of God 
Regular weekend Masses: 5 pm, 9 am & 

11 am 
(no 7pm mass)

 No Rel. Ed.

To Come
 Eucharistic Minister Mtg., Jan. 7, 10 am
 Usher Mtg., Jan. 14, 10 am
 Lector Mtg., Jan. 28, 10 am

Every Sunday
 Pound A Week

Stewardship of Treasure
Last week: $ 5157

“Christmas is not an event within 
history but is rather the invasion 
of time by eternity.”  —Hans Urs 
von Balthasar

Welcome to St. Thomas More Parish
We are glad you decided to celebrate with our Parish Family. If 

you have recently moved into the parish and would like to register 
as a parishioner, please take a parish membership form at the en-
trances of the church or email and we will send you a form. Hope-
fully we can set up an appointment to meet one another. Or you may 
call the parish office at 973-267-5330.

SOME MINISTRIES and ORGANIZATIONS
Altar Servers Bereavement Ministry 
Bulletin Collection Counters 
Finance Council Home/Sick Visits 
Lectors/Ministers of Communion  Youth Ministry 
Prayer Shawl Ministry Ushers/Greeters 
Women's Guild Pastoral Council

Whether you are new or a veteran, consider joining or 
helping in the various areas of parish life. Call the office. 
Interested in something you don’t see, don’t be shy, talk 
to Fr. Joe. 

Visit of Eucharist at Home. Communion may be 
brought to the home of any person permanently or 
temporarily homebound. For the confined, elderly 
and/or shut-in at home or in the hospital, our parish 
ministers make calls to homes and hospitals. Fill out 
the form below..  
 
Moving In or Out? If you are relocating either in 
or out of the parish area please takes a moment to 
help keep our records current. Contact the parish 
office or drop a note into the collection basket.

Pound A Week. Show how much we care! Bring a pound 
of goods when you come to church. Pasta, tuna, pow-
dered milk or soup. Peanut butter or jelly or crackers. Even 
a pound of diapers. While shopping add a pound!

Don’t forget to check out our website regularly. Besides parish 
news, there is world church news, spirituality resources, 

weekly bulletins and lots of other information. You can even 
check our our Facebook Page right from the website. 

Why not set your browser homepage to www.stmnj.org!



PREPARING FOR 
NEXT WEEK’S LITURGY

 
Mary, the Mother of God — New Year

First Reading: Numbrers  6:22-27
The fourth book of the Bible is called the 

Book of Numbers simply because in describing 
the wanderings of the people in the Sinai Desert, 
it gives two census reports. In this section, we 
hear how God instructed the priestly leaders to 
bless the people.

Second Reading: Galatians  4:4-7
Galatia was a Roman province in what is now 

central Turkey. Paul had visited there and found-
ed a Christian community. In this section of his 
letter to them, he explains that all people, not just 
a select few, are called to be sons and daughters of 
God.

¯¯¯

God’s Grace is Young Enough
For the Young and Young At Heart

Readings for this Sunday
Isaiah 9:1-6 Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14

Today is Born a Savior
Suggested Reflection Questions

• In Isaiah’s time, the northern Jewish Kingdom of 
Israel was laid waste by the armies of Assyria. To-
day’s passage offers the conquered people hope for 
a glorious future under a wonderful king. Christians 
have seen Jesus as fulfilling this prophecy. Where do 
you look for hope in your life? 

• The letter to Titus was written about 30 years after 
Paul’s death, and was written in Paul’s name, a 
practice common in the ancient world. Titus was a 
traveling companion of Paul, and later was in charge 
of a Christian community on the island of Crete. He 
writes that the Spirit of God is poured out on us 
richly through Jesus Christ our Saviour, so that we 
might become heirs according to the hope of eternal 
life? How have you been blessed? Name the ways 
that God has graced you. 
 
 

Prayer before Christmas Dinner

God of all gifts,
we thank you for the many ways 
 you have blessed us this day.
We are grateful each of those 
who are gathered around this table.
We ask you to bless us and our food
and to bless those we love 
 who are not with us today.
In our gratitude and love,
we remember your humble birth into our lives
and pray for those without enough to eat.
We remember the stable 
 in which you were born
and pray for those who have no place to live.
We remember your challenging message
 of caring and giving
and we pray for peace in families and nations
 throughout the world.
We bless you and give you thanks in your Spirit 
who brings our hearts to life the Christmas Day
and forever.  

 Amen.



Mary and Advent
•	

•	Las Mañanitas Tapatias 
•	

How beautiful is the morning 
in which I come to greet you. 

We all come with joy 
and pleasure to congratulate you. 

The day which you were born  
were born all the flowers as well 

And in the baptismal font 
 the nightingales sang. 
Now it comes dawning 

the light of day that is given to us 
Rise, little Virgin, 

look how it’s already dawned.

I would like to be alone
to enter by your window 

and say to you good morning 
laying down in your bed 

Of the stars in the sky 
I must bring down two for you 

One to greet you with 
and another to say goodbye 

The dawn is already breaking 
how beautiful is the morning 

Let’s greet Maria good morning, 
girl of Guadalupe

I would like to be St John I would like to be St Peter 
and come and greet you with the music of heaven. 
The summit of Tepeyac you chose as a place to live 

and for that we greet you 
good morning girl of Guadalupe.

Que linda está la mañana 
en que vengo a saludarte

Venimos todos con gusto y placer 
a felicitarte.

El día en que tu naciste nacieron todas las flores
Y en la pila del bautizmo cantaron los ruiseñores.

Ya viene amaneciendo y la luz del día nos dio
Levantate de mañana mira que ya amaneció.

Quisiera ser un San Juan quisiera ser un San Pedro
Y venirte a saludar con la música del cielo.

Volaron cuatro palomas por toditas las ciudades
Hoy por ser dia de tu santo 

te deseamos felicidades.
Con ángeles y flores este dia voy adornar

Hoy por ser día de tu santo te venimos a cantar.

Along with the prophets, Mary as the Mother of the 
Messiah is a central figure in the season of Advent. The 
two Marian feasts during Advent are significant for the 
universal Church but are also highly important for us in 
the United States. Mary in the image of  the daughter of 
Eve but mother of grace, not defiled by sin is the pa-
tronness of the United States. We celebrate this feast on 
Tuesday. Mary, under the title “The Virgin of Guadalupe 
is the patronness of the Americas  with a celebration this 
Saturday. 

These two feasts reflect the message of the proph-
ets more than we might realize at first glance. Mary as 
woman of grace and election by God is so clearly shown 
in the Annuncation and Mary’s response. The theme of 
her song of response is God’s concern for the poor and 
outcast. Mary sings that God humbles the rich and lifts 
up the poor. Like the prophets Mary proclaims the Good 
News that her son, Jesus, ushers in with a New Age. If 
we choose to be true followers of Mary and her son, our 
focus must likewise be on the poor and outcast.

This same message of care to the poor was echoed 
in her words to Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin in Tepeyac 
in 1531. In the story of her appearance, she asked Juan 
Diego for a church to be built, so she may give her love, 
compassion, help and protection to the poor natives and 
and all who invoke her. She promised to be a mother of 
mercy, listening to their lamentations, and relieving their 
miseries, afflictions and sorrows.

The Virgin of Guadalupe is true mother to the poor 
and oppressed, offering not only consolation but also the 
Good News and hope proclaimed by her son. They trust 

her promise that she will share in their 
trials and sorrows.

The Mary of Advent is not the 
passive frail lady so often portrayed 
in statues and other art forms. She 
is the strong confident woman of 
faith who says yes to her God and an 

unpredictable future. She remains a model of  loving 
parent and spouse, a caring neighbor for countless 
generations. As a courageous Jewish teenager she was 
willing to give up everything, even her life, to do God’s 
will, she continues to remind us in her song of praise of 
what’s important in our Christian life.

Because Mary can reconcile simple wisdom with 
earth-shaking rebellion, she’s truly a star of hope for all 
Christians, a prophet forging a path for her son and a 
guiding light for us this Advent .

CHRISTMAS 2016
 Welcome, Visitors and Family Members

	  

Offering to share time and talent is 
the backbone of the life of parishes. At 
the same time, fuller participation in 
parish life is most beneficial to you 
as well. We urge you to help enliven 
parish life. Some of the avenues 
are obvious, you can serve as a 
reader, usher/hospitality minister, 
eucharistic minister, assisting in the 
young people’s ministries, But there 
are many aspects of parish life that 
are less visible. We could use help 
in the areas of technology, digital 
communication, desktop publishing 
overseeing our website, media, 
social outreach. Looking for a New 
Year resolution?

Loving Father, 
Help us remember 
 the birth of Jesus,
that we may share 
 in the song of the angels,
the gladness of the shepherds,
and worship of the wise men.
Close the door of hate
and open the door of love
all over the world.
Let kindness come 
 with every gift
and good desires 
 with every greeting.
Deliver us from evil
 by blessings 
 which Christ brings,
and teach us to be merry 
 with clear hearts. 
May the Christmas morning 
 make us happy
 to be thy children,
and Christmas evening 
 bring us to our beds
 with grateful thoughts,
forgiving and forgiven, 
for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

by Robert Louis Stevenson

Stay Connected
We are always happy to see so many 
parishioners whose schedules may 
not allow them to be here on a regular 
basis.  If you cannot visit as much as 
you like, you might want to check out 
our website at <www.stmnj.org>. You 
will find current church news, weekly 
bulletins and other resources  You will 
also find an Online Donation link that 
can allow you to continue to support 
the parish even when out of town, 
working weekends, or attending Mass 
at another parish. It is an easy, safe and 
secure way of giving, please contact 
the parish secretary at 973-267-5330.

                   

   May the humble joy   
                  of Christ’s 
                birth warm 
                 your heart 
                          and  
                         home 
                          this 
                    Christmas.

Christmas is about strangers as 
much as it is about family and friends. 
The scriptures speak of Magi and 
messengers, shepherds and angels, 
people on the fringe, at best. The 
travelers Joseph and Mary, a foreign 
guiding star and even a murderous 
king. Among them arrives, Emmanuel, 
the Christ, the uninvited guest. But it 
was the presence of the Christ and the 
divine plan that brought these unlikely 
disparate groups together as part of 
God’s plan of salvation, strangers no 
more.

We welcome the many visitors this 
weekend and former parishioners who 
are returning to celebrate Christmas 
with family and friends. Here, there 
are no strangers, just new friends. So 
please feel at home.  

A Christmas Prayer




