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Christmas, The Birth of the Lord	 December 2017

WELCOME
To all our visitors this weekend 

  Please remember the sick and homebound of our 
Parish. 
     We are all called to prayer. As a faith community,       
let us keep in mind all those who have asked us to pray for them, that they 
may experience the healing power of our gracious God 

Special requests for prayers at liturgy and donations made in 
honor of loved ones. These intentions and names of our sick are 
noted on the Gifts Table in the Remembrance Book and on the 
Weekly Sheet.

This Week’s Question
For Adults:

What will you do this sea-
son to reflect on God’s gift 
of the Savior?

For Children:
What would you say to Jesus 
as you stand before the nativ-
ity in your home or church?

What’s Happening This Week?
Today
	 No Rel. Ed.
No 7pm mass)

Christmas
	 Christmas Eve: 5 & 10:30 pm
	 Christmas Day: 9 & 11am
Next Sunday 

Next Sunday
Regular Schedule; no 7pm mass)

	 No Rel. Ed.

Jan. 1 – New Year
	 New Year’s Eve
		      5 pm
	 New Year’s Day
		      10 am
January 1 is the Feast of the Mother of God 

and a holyday. Since it falls on a Monday 
this year, it is not a day of obligation. 

Every Sunday
	 Pound A Week

Stewardship 
  of Treasure
Last week: $ 6618

Mail: P.O. Box 286
Convent Station, NJ 07961

973-267-5330

Weekly Eucharists
Saturday 5 pm 

Sunday, 9 am, 11 am, 7 pm
  

Monday – Saturday: 8:15 am 
Reconciliation

Saturday 3:30 pm or by appt.
Holy Days

8:15 am, 12:10 0m, 7 pm

Parish Office Hours
Mon. - Wed, 9:30–2 pm

Other times & days, 
call to see if office 

Don’t forget to check out our website regularly. Besides parish 
news, there is world church news, spirituality resources, week-
ly bulletins and lots of other information. You can even check 

our our Facebook Page right from the website. 
Why not set your browser homepage to www.stmnj.org!

GIVE YOUR GIFT ONLINE
FOR ONE TIME DONATION 

OR ONGOING CONTRIBUTIONS
CLICK LINK FOR 

“ONLINE DONATIONS” 
ON OUR WEBSITE

OR USE 
THIS 

QR CODE

IT’S SAFE • IT’S SIMPLE • IT’S CONVENIENT

 Donate using your debit, credit 
card, checking or saving account.

1.	 Visit the parish bulletin and click 
Online Donations

2.	 Click on the collection you wish 
to donate to.

3.	 Click Recurring Donation, 
enter your donation amount  
and frequency. 

Contact the parish office
for help or questions 



PREPARING FOR 
NEXT SUNDAY’S LITURGY

 
Feast of the Holy Family

First Reading: Genesis 15:1-6; 17:5-16; 21:1-7
In ancient Near Eastern culture, it was 

thought essential to have a male descendent to 
carry on the family line and inherit all that his 
parents had worked for.But the elderly Abraham 
and Sarah were still childless, which seemed to 
contradict God’s earlier promise to them. To-
day’s passage will tell us how this problem was 
resolved.

Second Reading: Hebrews  11:8-19
The author of the letter to the Hebrews fre-

quently held up Old Testament heroes as models 
of faith. He did this because he was writing to a 
community whose faith was wavering. Today he 
presents, as examples, Abraham and Sarah whose 
faith had survived severe testing.
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God’s Grace is Young Enough
For the Young and Young At Heart

Readings for this Christmas
Isaiah 9:1-6 Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14

Today is Born a Savior
Suggested Reflection Questions

•	In Isaiah’s time, the northern Jewish Kingdom of 
Israel was laid waste by the armies of Assyria. To-
day’s passage offers the conquered people hope for 
a glorious future under a wonderful king. Christians 
have seen Jesus as fulfilling this prophecy. Where do 
you look for hope in your life? 

•	The letter to Titus was written about 30 years after 
Paul’s death, and was written in Paul’s name, a 
practice common in the ancient world. Titus was a 
traveling companion of Paul, and later was in charge 
of a Christian community on the island of Crete. He 
writes that the Spirit of God is poured out on us 
richly through Jesus Christ our Saviour, so that we 
might become heirs according to the hope of eternal 
life? How have you been blessed? Name the ways 
that God has graced you. 
 
 

Blessing of the Christmas Tree
One family member should be 

ready to light the tree, and an-
other to place a new or special 
ornament on the tree. All gather 
around the unlit Christmas tree. 
Sing a favorite carol,  the Sign of 
the Cross, and then the following 
prayer of blessing

God of all creation,
as we gather around 
this tree,
we ask your blessing upon us.

(Light the tree.)

May your light surround us, 
and show us the way to love and serve
you throughout this Christmas season.

(Place the ornament on the tree.)

May all who gather here with us
enjoy the beauty of this tree, 
the warmth of laughter,
and the gift of friendship.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
AMEN.



Mary and Advent
•	

•	Las Mañanitas Tapatias 
•	

How beautiful is the morning 
in which I come to greet you. 

We all come with joy 
and pleasure to congratulate you. 

The day which you were born  
were born all the flowers as well 

And in the baptismal font 
 the nightingales sang. 
Now it comes dawning 

the light of day that is given to us 
Rise, little Virgin, 

look how it’s already dawned.

I would like to be alone
to enter by your window 

and say to you good morning 
laying down in your bed 

Of the stars in the sky 
I must bring down two for you 

One to greet you with 
and another to say goodbye 

The dawn is already breaking 
how beautiful is the morning 

Let’s greet Maria good morning, 
girl of Guadalupe

I would like to be St John I would like to be St Peter 
and come and greet you with the music of heaven. 
The summit of Tepeyac you chose as a place to live 

and for that we greet you 
good morning girl of Guadalupe.

Que linda está la mañana 
en que vengo a saludarte

Venimos todos con gusto y placer 
a felicitarte.

El día en que tu naciste nacieron todas las flores
Y en la pila del bautizmo cantaron los ruiseñores.

Ya viene amaneciendo y la luz del día nos dio
Levantate de mañana mira que ya amaneció.

Quisiera ser un San Juan quisiera ser un San Pedro
Y venirte a saludar con la música del cielo.

Volaron cuatro palomas por toditas las ciudades
Hoy por ser dia de tu santo 

te deseamos felicidades.
Con ángeles y flores este dia voy adornar

Hoy por ser día de tu santo te venimos a cantar.

Along with the prophets, Mary as the Mother of the 
Messiah is a central figure in the season of Advent. The 
two Marian feasts during Advent are significant for the 
universal Church but are also highly important for us in 
the United States. Mary in the image of  the daughter of 
Eve but mother of grace, not defiled by sin is the pa-
tronness of the United States. We celebrate this feast on 
Tuesday. Mary, under the title “The Virgin of Guadalupe 
is the patronness of the Americas  with a celebration this 
Saturday. 

These two feasts reflect the message of the proph-
ets more than we might realize at first glance. Mary as 
woman of grace and election by God is so clearly shown 
in the Annuncation and Mary’s response. The theme of 
her song of response is God’s concern for the poor and 
outcast. Mary sings that God humbles the rich and lifts 
up the poor. Like the prophets Mary proclaims the Good 
News that her son, Jesus, ushers in with a New Age. If 
we choose to be true followers of Mary and her son, our 
focus must likewise be on the poor and outcast.

This same message of care to the poor was echoed 
in her words to Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin in Tepeyac 
in 1531. In the story of her appearance, she asked Juan 
Diego for a church to be built, so she may give her love, 
compassion, help and protection to the poor natives and 
and all who invoke her. She promised to be a mother of 
mercy, listening to their lamentations, and relieving their 
miseries, afflictions and sorrows.

The Virgin of Guadalupe is true mother to the poor 
and oppressed, offering not only consolation but also the 
Good News and hope proclaimed by her son. They trust 

her promise that she will share in their 
trials and sorrows.

The Mary of Advent is not the 
passive frail lady so often portrayed in 
statues and other art forms. She is the 
strong confident woman of faith who 
says yes to her God and an unpredict-

able future. She remains a model of  loving parent and 
spouse, a caring neighbor for countless generations. As 
a courageous Jewish teenager she was willing to give up 
everything, even her life, to do God’s will, she continues 
to remind us in her song of praise of what’s important in 
our Christian life.

Because Mary can reconcile simple wisdom with 
earth-shaking rebellion, she’s truly a star of hope for all 
Christians, a prophet forging a path for her son and a 
guiding light for us this Advent .

CHRISTMAS 2017
 Welcome, Visitors and Family Members

	
  

Sharing time and talent is the back-
bone of the life of parishes. Fuller 
participation in parish life is most 
beneficial to you as well the parish. 
We urge you to help enliven parish 
life. Some avenues are obvious, you 
can serve as a reader, usher/hospital-
ity minister, eucharistic minister, as-
sisting in the young people’s minis-
tries, But there are many less visible 
aspects of parish life. We could use 
help in areas of technology, digital 
communication, desktop publish-
ing, website, media, social outreach. 
Looking for a New Year resolution?

Loving Father, 
Help us remember 
	 the birth of Jesus,
that we may share 
	 in the song of the angels,
the gladness of the shepherds,
and worship of the wise men.
Close the door of hate
and open the door of love
all over the world.
Let kindness come 
	 with every gift
and good desires 
	 with every greeting.
Deliver us from evil
	 by blessings 
	 which Christ brings,
and teach us to be merry 
	 with clear hearts. 
May the Christmas morning 
	 make us happy
	 to be thy children,
and Christmas evening 
	 bring us to our beds
	 with grateful thoughts,
forgiving and forgiven, 
for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

by Robert Louis Stevenson

Stay Connected
Sometimes schedules may not allow 
you to be here on a regular basis.  If 
you cannot visit as much as you like, 
you might want to check out our web-
site at <www.stmnj.org>. You will find 
current church news, weekly bulletins 
and other resources  You will also find 
an Online Donation link that can allow 
you to continue to support the parish 
even when out of town, working week-
ends, or attending Mass at another par-
ish. It is an easy, safe and secure way 
of giving. Just click on the link on the 
top of our website.

Christmas is about strangers as 
much as it is about family and friends. 
The scriptures speak of Magi and 
messengers, shepherds and angels, 
people on the fringe, at best. The 
travelers Joseph and Mary, a foreign 
guiding star and even a murderous 
king. Among them arrives, Emmanuel, 
the Christ, the uninvited guest. But it 
was the presence of the Christ and the 
divine plan that brought these unlikely 
disparate groups together as part of 
God’s plan of salvation, strangers no 
more.

We welcome the many visitors this 
weekend and former parishioners who 
are returning to celebrate Christmas 
with family and friends. Here, there 
are no strangers, just new friends. So 
please feel at home.  

A Christmas Prayer

Connect with us 
     thru 
FLOCKNOTE

Keep in touch! Get important 
parish updates via email & text

Visit our church at: 
flocknote.com/stmnj

 or Text: stmnj to 84576
from your phone  to subscribe 

We          love having you 
	      as part of our  flock




