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Sunday, the Day of the Lord March 12,  2016

WELCOME
To all our visitors this weekend 

As a faith community, we keep in mind who have asked us to pray for 
them, that they may experience the healing power of our gracious God. 

Special requests for prayers at liturgy and donations made in 
honor of loved ones. These intentions and names of our sick are noted on the Gifts 
Table in the Remembrance Book and on the Weekly Sheet. 

Ministry to the Homebound
If you know a homebound person who would like communion and/or on a regular 

basis, if you are ministering in that way OR if you can visit and/or bring communion 
to a homebound person, please fill out the form on the info rack in the vestibule.

This Week’s Question

For Adults:
How has your faith in Jesus 
transformed you? What 
difference does your faith 
in Jesus Christ make in your 
life  

For Children:
How has the example of 
Jesus helped you become a 
better person and Christian?

What’s Happening?
Sunday
 Religious Ed
 Clothing Collection
Wednesday
 ALPHA, 7 pm
Friday
 Stations of the Cross, 7 pm
Next Sunday
 Religious Ed.

Every Sunday
 Pound A Week
Stewardship of Treasure

Last Week’s Collection: $ 6547
Online Contributions: $ 1082
Please sign up for electronic
 giving at  stthommore.
weshareonline.org

Increased 
Offering 
Program

Thank you to all parishioners who 
have completed and submitted your  
Commitment Card to the church. As a 
reminder, all commitments need to be 
submitted to the church no later than 
March 26 in order to be accounted for in 
the final Summary Report. Please com-
plete and submit your card to the church 
either in the box behind the last pew or 
by mail,  even if you are unable to make a 
change to your current level of giving. For 
those registered parishioners not currently 
supporting the church with regular offer-
tory gifts, please consider a monthly gift 
to support the needs of our parish..

  

Living the Eucharist
This is a weekly insert in the bulletin during Lent. You can receive daily 

Lenten devotionals by downloading Living the Eucharist Mobile App and 
begin praying From Exodus to Easter: My Daily Journey Through Lent. 
Get it on Google Play or Apples AppStore.
Rice Bowl

Evelina encounters nutrition as she and other mothers in her 
community learn new ways to provide nutritious meals for their 
growing children and families in Zambia. How
do we ensure that those who are hungry have not only food but 
true nourishment? Visit crsricebowl.org for more.. 

Can We EatMeat on St. Patrick’s Day?
This was has been published this year as well as previous years, explaining 

the Church’s understanding of meatless Lenten Fridays: There still seems to 
be misunderstandings of Fridays of Lent as being meatless, or days of absti-
nence. Perhaps this comes from older belief that eating meat on Friday was a 
mortal sin and sent shivers down one’s spine, even if done by forgetfulness.

No one should be scrupulous in this regard; failure to observe an individual 
day is not considered serious. Neglecting the whole season is different than 
eating meat on a particular Friday, especially is there is a good reason, such 
as a birthday or St. Patrick Day  celebration.

Still, many people have asked if there was a dispensation  from not eating 
meat on St. Patrick’s Day. Considering the above explanation, a dispensation 
would not be in order since the church has stated that it’s a personal responsi-
bility and decision. It would make sense to eat meat if attending a St. Patrick’s 
Day event or partaking in traditional Irish food on that day. That’s very dif-
ferent than using the day to eat sausage and meatballs or sauerbrauten for it’s 
neither observing the occasion or the Lenten day. 

Nevertheless, some whom might be accustomed to a pre-Vatican II, more 
formidable Church might be unneasy making conscience decisions and want 
concrete statements. Perhaps for this reason, Bishop Serratelli has given a 
dispensation from the dietary expection on St. Patrick’s Day.   

 e

PLAN NOW!!!!!  Parish Retreat, Week of March 27:
 Spirituality of Imperfection

This parish retreat will be led by Fr. Lou Bihr. Fr. Lou is a retired priest 
of our diocese who began his ministry in Paterson. As a young priest and 
CYO Director he founded Fr. English Community Center for he realized that 
hungry kids can’t eat basketballs. He also established Youth Haven, the first 
runaway house for teens in New Jersey. His last ministry in the diocese before 
retirement was still in Paterson as chaplain at Straight & Narrow, ministering 
to adults living with addictions. Fr. Lou is a powerful preacher and witness 
who has been at St. Thomas More with Straight & Narrow Gospel Choir a 
number of times. 

The Parish Retreat will begin with the Parish Lenten Penance Service 
on Monday, March 27 at 7 pm



PREPARING FOR 
NEXT WEEK’S LITURGY

Third Sunday of Lent

First Reading: Exodus 17.3-7
The book of Exodus tells of the Israelites’ 

escape from Egypt and their wanderings in the 
wilderness. Their trials during that time, the way 
they faced them and the way God responded, 
provided future generations with food for thought 
whenever they faced difficulties..

Second Reading: Romans  5:1-8
 In writing to the Romans, Paul is dealing 
with a community he had not yet visited. Many 
Roman Christians were converts from Judaism 
who believed they would be saved by how they 
lived out the Jewish Law. Paul stresses here, as 
he does frequently in his writings, that Christians 
are saved not by the Law, but by faith   faith in 
what Jesus accomplished by his dying and rising.

¯¯¯

God’s Grace is Young Enough
For the Young and Young At Heart

Readings for this Sunday
Genesis 12:1-4; 2 Timothy 1:8-10; Matthew 17:1-9

Transfigured in Christ
Suggested Reflection Questions

• Last week, we listened to the story of the Fall. Today, 
we hear the call of Abram, an epic journey of a man 
who, despite great odds, age, and uncertainty, trusted 
that God would make him a great nation in which 
communities of the earth would find blessing. The 
reading consists of a call, a promise, a mission, a bless-
ing, and Abram’s faith response. Abram’s obedience to 
God’s call is a model for all believers. 

• After exhorting Timothy to be willing to suffer for the 
Gospel, Paul reminds him of the holiness of life he has 
been called to and how Christ grants us grace to live a 
holy life. We are able to live in holiness because of the 
“grace bestowed on us,” not because of “our works.” 

• This story is proclaimed each year on this Sunday. As 
the Elect make final preparation for Baptism, the Trans-
figuration presents us with a classic image of baptismal 
transformation. As Christ was totally transfigured, we 
are totally transformed into the likeness of Christ when 
we are baptized. 

Parish on a Journey

St. Patrick Day 
Party

Saturday, March 18
6:30 - 10:30 pm

VFW Hall
Morris Plains

IT'S 
THIS 

WEEK!!

$30 
per 

person

Get Your Reservations In 
and  Tell Your Friends

\



 Convent Station, New Jersey   Saint Thomas More 

ONLINE GIVING
     Stewardship is easier than ever 
with our online giving system, 
WeShare. Visit <stthommore.
weshareonline.org> for one-time 
or ongoing giving.

Daily scripture reflections are on our 
website under “Faith Formation” and in the 
vestibule.

The Light of the World
Lord of all the nations,
you gather us into your arms
and bless us with your love and mercy.
Give us your eyes, 
 so we may see you in all peoples,
and respond to the needs of the most desperate.
Give us your hands to reach across barriers
and repair the wounds 
 wrought by closed hearts and minds.
Give us your loving heart,
so in our lives we may, as Abram, do your will
and work to become one community of the earth.

May the blessings you instill in us
become blessings for all;
and may Christ, the Light of the World
shine on all peoples.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Second Sunday of Lent
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ALPHA
Alpha program believes everyone 

should have the chance to explore the 
Christian faith, ask questions and share 
their point of view; wherever they are 
in the world.

Alpha is... 
Real. Alpha presents the reality of 

who Jesus is. Those that run Alpha are 
open and authentic, and this allows 
guests to be real themselves.

Relational. Alpha is based on real 
friendships that are built over a few 
weeks, and often last for years after-
wards.

Reliant. We are rely on the Holy 
Spirit for it is only God who changes 
people’s lives – we just introduce him.

Wednesdays, beginning at 
6:45 week with supper. 

If you will be attending for 
the first time or know some-
one who is, please let us 
know so that we can prepare 
food.   

Wednesdays at 6:45 pm

Not the old life 
When Jesus rose from 

the dead, he didn’t just 
resume his old life; he 
was given a new and glo-
rious life. As we move to 
the Day of Resurrection, 
let us use Lent to ReNEW our life!








