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The Day of Resurrection	 April 10,  2016

WELCOME
To all our visitors this weekend 

  Please remember the sick and homebound of our 
Parish. 
     We are all called to prayer. As a faith community,       
let us keep in mind all those who have asked us to pray for them, that 
they may experience the healing power of our gracious God 

 
Peter An, Phil Barrett, Elaine Bellock, Eric Braham, Pat Brennan, Ronald 
& Maureen Brodeur, Dominic Cantarella, Jim Cavanaugh, Kay Cavanaugh, 
Michael Cavaliere, Cheryl, John Dolan, Dan Doyle, Frank Falcone, Joe & 
Peg Farrell, Mike Faul, Mary Finlay, John Flaherty, Hayley Kuhn, Maria 
Ludwig, Joseph Montgomery, Adalcina Antao Moreira, Fr. Charles Parr, Mi-
chael Papalos, John Pra, Christopher Raiola, Josephine Rapp, Tom Warren, 
Diane Zadrozny.

If you know someone whose name should be removed, please keep us informed. To 
add a name, please fill out the form on the website or in the rectory.

This Week’s Question
For Adults:

Whom  do you try to protect 
as Christ protects  you?

For Children:
Who  helps you feel safe and 
protected? Whom  can you 
take care of and help feel 
safe?

What’s Happening?
Sunday
	 Religious Ed
	 Easter Egg Hunt
	 Pound A Week 
Next Sunday
	 Campaign For Human Development Coll.
Every Sunday
	 Pound A Week

Pics for Website
Did you take any pictures at the St. 

Patrick Day part? At Easter? A baptism or 
other event? Why not share them so we 
can use them on our website. Bring them 
to the rectory or email them to info@
stmnj.org. 

Heifer Project
Make a donation to purchase animals 

for needy families. You can donate a 
share of an animal. Forms are in the vesti-
bule. Make checks payable to St. Thomas 
More.  This will continue our Heifer 
project until Pentecost.

Women’s Guild
The Womens Guild  will hold its meet-

ing on April 26  at 7 pm  Our speaker will 
be Jill Duff on “HOME SAFETY”  All 
are welcome.

Open House
The Academy of Saint Elizabeth Open 

house will be May 1, 1 pm for grades 6-8, 
girls and their families. Info: 973-290-
5225 or 973-290-5200 or aosenj.org.

Campaign for Human Development
Bishop Serratelli reminds us CHD is 

a voice of hope for those on the margins 
of society who experience the realities 
of living in poverty. This branch of the 
US bishops CCHD supports programs to 
heal the wounds of crime and violence, 
advocate for more just policies, protect 
God’s creation, and develop strong com-
munities. Your donation twill help build 
a society where all have a voice and all 
know their inherent dignity..



PREPARING FOR 
NEXT WEEK’S LITURGY

Fifth Sunday of Easter

First Reading: Acts 14.21-27
The Acts of the Apostles shows how the Easter 

message spread to all parts of the Mediterranean 
world. Today we hear a travelogue of part of one 
of Paul’s missionary journeys that took him to 
modern day Turkey. The mountainous terrain 
there made travel difficult and dangerous. The 
situation was made even worse because of the 
constant threat of robbers, flash floods and wild 
animals.

Second Reading: Revelation  21.1-5
	 Many people think that the book of Revela-
tion gives secret information about future events, 
including the end of the world. But it was really 
intended to be a source of hope for Christians 
suffering persecution toward the end of the first 
century. The author vividly describes visions of 
how God will ultimately overcome all evil and 
bring all creation to its destiny.

¯¯¯

God’s Grace is Young Enough
For the Young and Young At Heart

Readings for this Sunday
Acts 13:14, 43-52; Revelation 7:9-17; John 10:27-30

My Sheep Hear My Voice
Suggested Reflection Questions

•	God tends us as a shepherd tends a flock. Most of us 
live lives relatively removed from the realities of raising 
livestock. What does it mean to be the “flock of God?” 
What do sheep mean to their shepherd? Can you think of 
another analogy that might express this relationship? 

•	John has a vision that shows people of every race and 
culture adorned in white at the throne of the Lamb (Je-
sus).  Jesus is the shepherd who guards them, attends 
to their every need, and comforts them. The sheep of 
Jesus are all different, yet they belong to one flock … 
just like the Church. What gifts do people of different 
cultures and backgrounds bring to the flock of your 
parish community? 

•	In the Gospel, Jesus assures us that if we follow him 
and listen to his voice he will give us eternal life. No one 
can take us from him. What does it mean to belong to 
God? Why do sheep follow their shepherd? Why do we 
follow Jesus? 
s 

Parish on a Journey
Journey to the Past • Move to the Future 

   Tˆhe Book of Deuteronomy reminds us, “Remem-
ber the days of old; consider the years long past; ask 
your father, and he will inform you; your elders, and 
they will tell you. “ Celebrating our history reminds 
us of our journey and our connections with what has 
come before us. We stand on that foundation as we 
gaze toward our future. That journey includes our par-
ish’s official coming to life, changes in styles of worship, 
friendship created and renewed, births and deaths, 
marriages and baptism, growth in a common faith, and 
a probing of life’s questions. There were prayer groups 
and parties, women and men organizations, a discovery 
of scripture, faith development of our children. 
    Celebrating an anniversary is about the past, but past 
tells us who we are, where we have come from so we 
can move into the future. Anniversaries should remind 
us that the journey of faith is never static; it is a forward 
journey which God calls us to. Where is God calling us? 
What is the church that we are called to be? What new 
and bold things await our future? What role will each of 
us play as this new era in the life of our church unfolds?
    As we begin to celebrate the 50th anniversary of our 
parish and then of our church building, we need your 
help to remember and to plan. Please say yes and help 
us plan, especially when asked. 





Welcome to St. Thomas More Parish
We are glad you decided to celebrate with our Parish Family. If 

you have recently moved into the parish and would like to register 
as a parishioner, please take a parish membership form at the en-
trances of the church or email and we will send you a form. Hope-
fully we can set up an appointment to meet one another. Or you may 
call the parish office at 973-267-5330.

SOME MINISTRIES and ORGANIZATIONS
Altar Servers	 Bereavement Ministry	
Bulletin	 Collection Counters	
Finance Council	 Home/Sick Visits	
Lectors/Ministers of Communion	  Youth Ministry	
Prayer Shawl Ministry	 Ushers/Greeters	
Women's Guild	 Pastoral Council

Whether you are new or a veteran, consider joining or 
helping in the various areas of parish life. Call the office. 
Interested in something you don’t see, don’t be shy, talk 
to Fr. Joe. 

Visit of Eucharist at Home. Communion may be 
brought to the home of any person permanently or 
temporarily homebound. For the confined, elderly 
and/or shut-in at home or in the hospital, our parish 
ministers make calls to homes and hospitals. Fill out 
the form below..  
 
Moving In or Out? If you are relocating either in 
or out of the parish area please takes a moment to 
help keep our records current. Contact the parish 
office or drop a note into the collection basket.

Pound A Week. Show how much we care! Bring a pound 
of goods when you come to church. Pasta, tuna, pow-
dered milk or soup. Peanut butter or jelly or crackers. Even 
a pound of diapers. While shopping add a pound!

    The following person(s) is presently receiving a visit and/or communion 
The following person(s) would like a regular visit and/or communion.

Name: _________________________________________

You may call me with specifics (address, etc.):  _____________________________

      _______________________________ Tel. or email: _____________________

 Convent Station, New Jersey 	  Saint Thomas More 

Notes & 
 Remembrances

Remembering our Own
Special requests for prayers at liturgy 

and donations are made in honor of loved 
ones. Please join with them in prayer and 
remembrance at Eucharist. These intentions 
are noted on the Gifts Table in the Remem-
brance Book and on the Weekly Sheet.  . 

Stewardship of Treasure
Easter Collection: $ 5,989
        Monthly collection: $ 1,984

Please sign up for 
electronic giving. 

stthommore.weshareonline.org
End the R Word

A group at FDU is running their annual 
Tricky Tray “End the R Word event at 
Tiff’s in Morris Plains on April 24. They 
are looking for donations and baskets for 
the event. Anyone interested in offering a 
basket, a gift to put in a basket or any do-
nation, please contact Fr. Joe. Anyone who 
has ever had a child or a siblling who was 
called the “R” word because of a disability 
knows how important this movement is.

“Future Covenant” Peace Program
A Justice and Spirituality Convocation, 

April 23, 10–4 at the Shrine of St. Joseph, 
Stirling, to examine our relationships and 
responsibilities towards today’s youth and 
future generations. $25. Keynote speakers: 
Chris Haw, from Notre Dame and Mark 
Dorley from Villanova.Info: 908-647-0208 
or christine@stshrine.org.

Earth Day — April 22
The original inhabitants of the Ameri-

can continents based their life and built 
thei civilizations on a sensitive recogni-
tion of the life-support system governing 
the cosmos. This sensitivity is captured in 
the recorded address of Seattle, chief of 
the Dwamish, upon surrendering his lan 
to Gov. Isaac Stevens in 1854. Part of his 
address runs:

This we know, 
the earth does not belong to man,
man belongs to the earth.

This we know, all things are connected
like the blood that unites one family.
All things are connected.
Whatever befalls the earth,
befalls the sons of the earth.
Man did not weave the web of life,

 he is merely a strand in it.
Whatever he does to the web,
he does to himself.

Who, Where Why, How ...
If abortion excommunicates a person, how are some priests allowed to 

absolve such sinners in this Jubilee year? Are they still excommunicated?
Canon law places many conditions to be present before a person incurs excom-

munication. Most would not be aware of them. “Formal cooperation” in an abortion 
constitutes a grave sin and can incur excommunication. This space is too short to 
explain what that means, but it introduces even more conditions. In order to incur this 
sanction a person must be of majority age and, more important, must be aware when 
the act is committed that an excommunication is involved. Many Catholics know abor-
tion is wrong, yet do not know that an excommunication follows, if they even know 
what an excommunication is. Furthermore, if the woman is experiencing terrible fear 
or confusion, or if she is under severe pressure from family or close friends , there may 
not be an excommunication. Attaching the penalty of excommunication, makes clear 
the gravity of destroying unborn life but this never limits God’s compassion and mercy.
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