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What’s Happening?
Today
 Pound A Week
Next Sunday
Special Combined Collection
Every Sunday
 Pound A Week

Interested?
Interested in making a couple of bucks 

and helping the parish at the same time? 
We are looking at a new communications 
venture to be funded with advertising. We 
need one or two sales minded people to 
seek ads from local advertisers. Compen-
sation by commission based stipend. It 
will not take much time at all. Contact the 
parish office. 

Sew Sewers
Calling all sewers to make dresses 

for disadvantaged children. Even if you 
cannot sew, we have a job for you. Call 
Arlene at 732-503-3851.

Right Day, Wrong Month—Oops!
You’ve heard of Christmas in July? 

Well Birthdays in April were really 
July Birthdays last week. One of the 
casualties of “Caption Cut and Paste”

Looking for Ride to Mass
Madison parishioner needs ride to 9 

am Sunday mass for about 3 months. Call 
973-452-0719 if you can help . Beginning 
immediately.

Sisters of Charity Summer Raffle
Drawing on Wed. Aug. 26. Maximum 

of 1200 tickets. Three winners: 25%, 
15% & 10% of the total amount. Info: 
973-290-5454 or 5409, Srcharity@
scnj.org, www.scnj.org

Vacation Bible School
St. Virgil Parish (Morris Plains) VBS. 

Veggie Tales: The Pirates Who Don’t Do 
Anything. Aug. 3-7, 9 –11:30 am. Grades 
Pre-K through 6th grade. Learn about 
some of God’s unlikely heroes! Call 973-
538-1418 or svparishoffice@gmail.com.

Marriage Retreat
A weekend for couples married at least 

10 years. A balance of participation/reflec-
tion, liturgy, free time and fun and plenty 
of “couple time.” $260 per couple includes 
meals, room, program, etc. http://capemay-
marianists.org/a-celebration-of-marriage/ or 
609-884-3829.

Sunday, Day of the Lord July 19, 2015

WELCOME
To all our visitors this weekend 

  Please remember the sick and homebound 
of our Parish. 
     We are all called to prayer. As a faith community,       
let us keep in mind all those who have asked us to pray for them, that 
they may experience the healing power of our   gracious God 

 
Peter An, Elaine Bellock, Eric Braham, Pat Brennan, Maureen Brodeur, Jim 
Cavanaugh, Cheryl, Dan Doyle, Frank Falcone, Joe & Peg Farrell, Mary 
Finlay, John Flaherty, Hayley Kuhn, Maria Ludwig, Joseph Montgomery, 
Adalcina Antao Moreira, Fr. Charles Parr, Michael Papalos, John Pra, Chris-
topher Raiola, Tom Warren, Diane Zadrozny.

If you know someone whose name should be removed, please keep 
us informed. To add a name, please fill out a form on the desk in the 
church vestibule or in the rectory.



Welcome to St. Thomas More Parish
We are glad you decided to celebrate with our Parish Family. If 

you have recently moved into the parish and would like to register 
as a parishioner, please take a parish membership form at the en-
trances of the church or email and we will send you a form. Hope-
fully we can set up an appointment to meet one another. Or you may 
call the parish office at 973-267-5330.

Whether you are new or a veteran, consider joining or helping in 
the various areas of parish life. Call the office. Interested in something 
you don't see, don't be shy, talk to Fr. Joe.

SOME MINISTRIES and ORGANIZATIONS
Altar Servers Bereavement Ministry 
Bulletin Collection Counters 
Finance Council Home/Sick Visits 
Lectors/Ministers of Communion   Youth Ministry 
Prayer Shawl Ministry Ushers/Greeters 
Women's Guild Pastoral Council

Visit of Eucharist at Home. Communion may be brought to the 
home of any person permanently or temporarily homebound. For 
the confined, elderly and/or shut-in at home or in the hospital, our 
parish ministers make calls to homes and hospitals. Fill out the form 
below..  
 
Moving In or Out? If you are relocating either in or out of the par-
ish area please takes a moment to help keep our records current. 
Contact the parish office or drop a note into the collection basket.

ST. THOMAS MORE PARISH
MAIL: P.O. Box 286, Convent Station, NJ 07961

GPS: 4 Convent Rd., Morristown, NJ 07960
973-267-5330

           Parish Office: Mon. - Wed, 9:30–2 pm
Other times & days, call to see if office is open.

Sunday Eucharist:
Saturday 5 pm; Sunday, 9 am, 11 am, 7 pm

Weekday Eucharist: Monday – Saturday: 8:15 am 
Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30 pm or by appt.

Holy Days - 8:15 am, 12:10, 7:00 pm

Information: info@stmnj.org
Fr. Joe Farias, jfarias@fdu.edu, jfarias@stmnj.org, ext. 102
Bill McGuire, parish mgr, wmcguire.stmnj@gmail.com, ext. 104
Pat Schell, secretary, secretary.stmnj@gmail.com, ext. 103

Fr. Das , ext. 108

    The following person(s) is presently receiving a visit and/or communion 
The following person(s) would like a regular visit and/or communion.

Name: _________________________________________

You may call me with specifics (address, etc.):  _____________________________

      _______________________________ Tel. or email: _____________________

 Convent Station, New Jersey   Saint Thomas More Parish  

Notes & 
 Remembrances

Weekly Readings - Moved
Daily scriptures and short reflections 

are now a regular addition to our bulletin, 
listed on a separate page.

Remembering our Own
Requests and donations were made in 

honor of the following, asking to remember 
them at liturgy this week. Please join with 
them in prayer and remembrance.
16th Week of the Year

Anita Farias - 5 pm
June DeSena - 9 am
Anita Farias - 11 am

Robert Wary - Mon. 
Anita Farias - Tues. 
Dorothy Lenygon - Wed..
James & Peggy Lavin - Thurs. 
Frank Stayford - Fri.

17th Week of the Year
Sebastian Choondassery- 5 pm
Andrew Marlowe, June DeSena - 9 am
John Mascalenhas - 11 am

The Tabernacle Lamp is donated in memory
of James & Peggy Lavin

Stewardship of Treasure
Last Week’s Collection: $ 6159
     June Electronic donations: $ 1475
Please sign up for electronic giving. 

Regularly scheduled donations through 
electronic giving help us budget better, and 
it provides donors with accurate records of 
their payments. Visit stthommore.weshare-
online.org today to sign up for automatic 
donations and schedule your regular par-
ish donations. 

Registered?
Forms are in the vestibule and parish of-

fice. If you would like a form sent to you or 
you’re not sure if you’re registered, call the 
office or email info@stmnj.org. 





PREPARING FOR 
NEXT WEEK'S LITURGY

 
Seventeenth Sunday of the Year

First Reading: 2 Kings 4:42.44
Elisha was the successor of the great prophet 

Elijah, who lived about 800 years before Christ.. 
Elisha was noted for his miraculous deeds. Today 
we hear of one such deed performed during a time 
of famine.

Second Reading: Ephesians 4:1-6
The first three chapters of the letter to the 

Ephesians teach doctrine; we now begin the next 
part of the letter which contains practical advice for 
Christian living. In today’s passage, you will hear 
the author speak of seven ways in which Christians 
are united. In one sense, this is the foundation of the 
ecumenical movement.

¯¯¯

God’s Grace is Young Enough
For the Young and Young At Heart

Readings for this Sunday

Jeremiah 23:1-6; Ephesians 2:13-18; Mark 6:30-34

Near and Far
Suggested Reflection Questions

• Have you ever needed to get away for a while from 
all of the demands on your time, energy, and atten-
tion? Were you able to do so? How did the break 
affect your daily life when you jumped back in? 

• Has your heart ever been “moved with pity” by 
someone’s need that was right in front of you? Have 
you ever given up your own rest or plans in order to 
serve someone in love? 

• Think of a time when you encountered a “bad 
shepherd.” Think of a time when you encountered 
a “good shepherd.” When have you experienced a 
community coming together like the flock gathered 
by the good shepherd? 
 

The warmer season makes for relaxation and creativity. 
It’s movie time . If you have movie that would make for a 
good group discussion? Tell Fr. Joe.

Parish on 
a Journey

 



Soundings

   DIOCESE OF 
   PATERSON
   Office of
   THE BISHOP

July 2015
 
Dear Friends in Christ,

This month, parishes are taking up a special com-
bined collection that serves a variety of important needs.  
I ask you to prayerfully consider participating with a 
generous gift.

The Catholic Communications Campaign supports 
projects throughout the world that evangelize both Cath-
olics and non-Catholics alike.  With the growth of new 
media, people all over the globe have greater opportuni-
ties  to connect with the mission of the Catholic Church. 
Funds from this collection provide grants to support 
local and international efforts that bring our message of 
hope, love, and Christ’s salvation to all.  As the voices 
of our secular society seem to drown out the truth and 
beauty of our faith, your support of this collection will 
help make our voices be heard.

Catholic University of America is the national uni-
versity of the Catholic Church.  As such, it educates 
clergy, religious and young men and women throughout 
the country.   Your support of this month’s collection 
will help underwrite the financial aid program at Catho-
lic University so that it continues to be a viable option 
for those who would not otherwise be able to attend.

The Black and Indian Mission Collection serves as 
a great tool in evangelization. Your support impacts the 
daily pastoral work of those who bring the Catholic faith 
to Indian reservations, urban centers and Alaskan Native 
parishes and mission schools. Please support these ef-
forts through prayer and your financial support.

On behalf of all those who will benefit from your 
stewardship with a gift to this month’s special combined 
collection, I thank you.

Faithfully yours in Christ,
-

Most Reverend Arthur J. Serratelli, S.T.D., S.S.L., D.D.
Bishop of Paterson

This collection will be taken up next weekend.

An epidemic No Longer Can Be Whispered in Churches

The Daily Record published a frighten-
ing article on its front page a couple of 
Sundays ago. This month, USCatholic 
published a similar article. The growing 
epidemic of drug addiction is not located 
in the dark corners of inner cities but in 
our homes and backyards, our adult chil-
dren’s homes and even those of our parents. The Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention reports that 44 people in the 
US die each day from an overdose of prescription painkillers.

I attempted heroin counseling in Baltimore and assisted 
at a crisis hotline in the early 1970s. I braved the worst city 
streets to meet with poor whites and African Americans. 
However, the “industry” soon expanded to Middle America. 
I witnessed this progression during my years at the colleges. 
The drug of choice varied by person and by year, and includ-
ed cocaine, Special K, LSD, GHB, Mescaline, Mushrooms, 
Codeine. Steroids, Adderall, Vicodin, Oxyconton and then 
back to heroin.

We aren’t surprised that 21+% of young adults 18-25 use 
some form or illicit drugs, but find it astonishing that seven 
million Americans, age 60+ reported using illicit marijuana 
and prescription medications last year. More than 18% of us-
ers said their first drug was a sedative or pain reliever. 

What is the role of the church in this epidemic? Parishes 
often make their facilities available for AA, NA, Alanon and 
similar programs but their involvement ends there. Should 
parishes interact with people living with addiction more 
extensively and openly? Religion and Ethics, a PBS weekly, 
recently challenged churches to be more vocal and accepting 
of people living with addictions. We have not moved from 
the stereotype that those involved in drug use live in the dark 
recesses of society; we also continue to believe drug addic-
tion is a choice even though we understand the chemical and 
psychological complexity of addiction. And we still place ad-
diction in the moral arena though we admit it’s a disease and 
not really a choice. Often this is believed by the addicts, too. 

This all has a major impact on religion, faith and minis-
try. Believing the above stereotype, the addict believes he is 
sinning and God wants nothing to do with her. Their families, 
embarrassed and often riddled by guilt keep this part of their 
lives hidden from friends and neighbors and are stranded on 
emotional deserted islands. Churches need to step up. Reli-
gion has proven to have an impact in both prevention of drug 
abuse as well as rehabilitation through faith and acceptance. 
Not only is it our responsibility to welcome the addict as a 
child of God, it can have positive effects. Johann Hari pre-
sented a recent TED talk where he reports successes in Por-
tugal where the percentage of drug addiction and overdoses 
has decreased tremendously, not by punishing the addict but 
by offering them hope, love and support. It’s what we preach. 
Let’s not keep addiction separated from religion, but part of 
our concern and our love. Addiction is no longer distant but 
in our homes, in our churches. 






