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What’s Happening?
Today
 Pound A Week
Clothing Collection
Next Sunday
Mission Appeal & Collection
Every Sunday
 Pound A Week

\

Religious Ed. Registration
Register online at www.stmnj.org. Click 

the link for Rel. Ed. Registration at the top 
of the page. Afterwards, look at the rest of 
the site.

Advertising Ad
Due to some contracts, we will be hold-

ing up our advertising venture for a bit. 
But we will be looking forward to this pos-
sibility in a few months. 

Sew Sewers
Help make dresses for disadvantaged 

children. Sewer or not, we have a job for 
you. Call Arlene at 732-503-3851.

Looking for Ride to Mass
Madison parishioner needs ride to 9 

am Sunday mass for about 3 months. Call 
973-452-0719 if you can help. Beginning 
immediately.

Sisters of Charity Summer Raffle
Drawing on Wed. Aug. 26. Maximum 

of 1200 tickets. Three winners: 25%, 15% 
& 10% of the total amount. Tickets: $100. 
Info: 973-290-5454 or 5409, Srcharity@
scnj.org, www.scnj.org.

Second Parking Lot
There were some questions about our 

parking lot lease with the Township and 
the public notice that the lease was ended. 
After negotiations, we have a new lease. 
As you can see, the lot is being repaired 
and paved. Parking in that lot is available 
to parishioners on weekends. 

Thank You, Goodbye & God Bless
Rita Mueller, our parish organist and 

liturgical musician has accepted a position 
at a parish closer to her home. As a larger 
parish it also promises more financial 
stability. 

During the last thirteen years, Rita lifted 
our hearts and enhanced out liturgical 
experience. She served as artist, minister, 
leader and member of the assembly. She 
served us well with a spiritual passion for 
liturgy and music. 

Rita is not here this weekend due to a 
previous schedule conflict. She will be 
with us next weekend lead to lead our li-
turgical music for the last time and enable 
us to offer our kthanks for all her service 
over the years. 

Sunday, Day of the Lord August 9, 2015

WELCOME
To all our visitors this weekend 

  Please remember the sick and homebound 
of our Parish. 
     We are all called to prayer. As a faith community,       
let us keep in mind all those who have asked us to pray for them, that 
they may experience the healing power of our   gracious God 

 
Peter An, Elaine Bellock, Eric Braham, Pat Brennan, Maureen Brodeur, Jim 
Cavanaugh, Cheryl, Dan Doyle, Frank Falcone, Joe & Peg Farrell, Mary 
Finlay, John Flaherty, Hayley Kuhn, Maria Ludwig, Joseph Montgomery, 
Adalcina Antao Moreira, Fr. Charles Parr, Michael Papalos, John Pra, Chris-
topher Raiola, Tom Warren, Diane Zadrozny.

If you know someone whose name should be removed, please keep 
us informed. To add a name, please fill out a form on the desk in the 
church vestibule or in the rectory.



PREPARING FOR 
NEXT WEEK'S LITURGY

 
Twentieth Sunday of the Year

First Reading: Proverbs 9:1-6
The book of Proverbs is a collection of wise 

sayings, compiled over a number of centuries. Here, 
the author personifies Wisdom as a woman. She of-
fers guidance on how to live a life pleasing to GFod. 
This is symbolized as a banquet at which she serves 
fine food.

Second Reading: Ephesians 5:15-20
Today’s passage from the letter to the Ephesians 

continues reflections on how to live as a Christian 
in everyday life. In the world in which the author 
lived, two things particularly kept people from 
living a dignified life: ignorance and addiction to 
alcohol. The first century author sets forth high 
expectations for Christians.

¯¯¯

God’s Grace is Young Enough
For the Young and Young At Heart

Readings for this Sunday
1 Kings 19:4-8; Ephesians 4:30-5:2; John 6:41-51

Bread from Heaven
Suggested Reflection Questions

• Has God’s call for your life ever seemed too much to 
handle? What has given you strength when you felt 
most depleted? 

• How do you imitate God in your daily life? 
 

• Jesus doesn’t just send us bread to nourish us; he IS 
the bread that gives us life. How does God feed you 
day by day? 
 

• We have heard about different types of ways that 
Jesus is bread for us over the last weeks. What are 
your reflections on this image over the course of the 
weeks, as a whole? 
 

Have you seen a great movie in the theatre or on 
DVD with a reflection point? Would you consider 
writing a short reflection and/or questions that the 
movie evoked? Tell Fr. Joe.

Parish on a Journey
Prayer for Those Suffering Religious Persecution

Good and gracious Father, 
whose own Beloved Son suffered violence and death 
for the salvation of the world, 
listen graciously to our cry 
for all who are being persecuted for their faith. 
In your great mercy, 
comfort them with the Holy Spirit.
 
Give them strength in the face of hostility
and courage in the face of trial.

Open the eyes of those who raise their hands in 
violence to see others as their brothers and sisters, 
children of the one Father of all.

By your grace, turn their hearts from hatred to love.   

Through the powerful intercession of the  
Immaculate Queen of Peace, may justice and peace 
prevail so that all may have the freedom to worship 
you, the one true God and him whom you have 
sent, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and 
ever.  Amen







Soundings
Month of Prayer for Those Suffering  
Religious Persecution 
From Bishop Serratelli:

On June 30, 2015, the feast of the Christians martyred 
under Nero in 64 A.D., our Holy Father, Pope Francis, 
remarked that there are more persecuted Christians in the 
world today than there were in the first centuries. Each 
month 180 Christians are being martyred. These sad  
statistics bear witness to the fact that Christians are 
among the most persecuted religious groups worldwide.

In more than 60 countries, over 200 million Christians 
are being denied their fundamental rights. In 41 of those 
countries, Islamic extremists are barbarically beheading, 
crucifying and killing men, women, young people and chil-
dren. Tragically, in those areas of the world where Christi-
anity once began, the Christian community is being wiped 
off the map. Islamic jihadists do not limit their violence to 
Christians alone.  They spare no religious group, even kill-
ing those of their own Muslim faith.

As Pope Francis recently remarked, “The dramatic 
news ... about violence, kidnapping ...and harassment 
against Christians and other groups does not stop.  We 
want to assure those involved in these situations that we do 
not forget them, but we are close to them and pray insis-
tently that, very quickly, the intolerable brutality of which 
they are victims is put to an end” (Angelus, May 1, 2015). 

The Pope has urged us to pray for an increased aware-
ness of the “drama of persecuted Christians in our day,” 
for religious freedom as an “inalienable human right” 
and for the “end to this unacceptable crime.” In response 
to our Holy Father’s urgent request and united with him 
in concern for all those suffering religious persecution, I 
am designating this August as a diocesan-wide Month of 
Prayer for Those Suffering Religious Persecution. (The 
prayer is located in the ‘Parish on a Journey’ column.)

All are invited to pray this, even daily. All are encour-
aged to undertake some personal acts of prayer, sacrifice 
and charity for our suffering brothers and sisters.

These are only a few ways to raise our awareness and 
support of our brothers and sisters around the world. It is 
my hope that our united efforts, in both prayer and action, 
will strengthen those who suffer persecution and move 
the hearts of those who oppress them to embrace a life of 
peace. As St. Peter Eymard once said, “Have confidence in 
prayer. It is the unfailing power which God has given us.”

from opendoors.org and worldwatchlist.org & worldwatchlist.
org.au.

Faith Trumps Politics
by Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

Presidential election politics 
are heating up and the election 
is over a year away! It could be 
easy to become overloaded as 
this period of time passes by. 
At least twenty-four people are running for President. If 
you are a political junkie, you may be in heaven, glued to 
news channels and talk radio. It is close to impossible for 
anyone to tune it all out completely. The reality is that you 
shouldn’t want to do that either.

In the document on a Catholic’s political responsibility, 
Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, the US 
Bishops state that we have a moral obligation to participate 
in political life, since responsible citizenship is a virtue. 
The Catechism informs us that we are all called to par-
ticipate in promoting the common good. We have these 
obligations placed on us, not just because we are American 
citizens, but because we are baptized disciples of Jesus, 
called to bear witness to the Good News in all we do. In 
this reality, we find what must be our true motivation for 
political involvement.

However, many of us trade our Christian convictions for 
political ones. People begin with a calling to be disciples, 
but in the end define themselves as more Republicans or 
Democrats at heart. Politics is not a faith. No political can-
didate has all the answers or a map detailing the route to a 
promised land. However, as disciples we are obligated to 
participate in a political process because the One who does 
provide all the answers has saved us: Jesus Christ.

Our faith must provide the lens through which we see all 
things, including politics. Politics should never be the lens 
through which we see our faith.

The readings on recent Sundays present us God who 
provides all we need. Whether it is manna in the desert for 
the Israelites, a hearth cake and water jug for Elijah, or the 
living Bread of Life for you and me, God provides for us 
what we need. God is in control and we are invited to place 
our trust in him. Some distort this truth to end up with 
justification for not becoming politically active. Some may 
even proclaim what happens in the political world has no 
bearing on them because they are citizens of the kingdom 
of God. However, nothing could be further from the truth.

We have a message to share that has the power to trans-
form our communities and the way those communities are 
governed. That message is rooted in the Good News and it 
has the power to free the oppressed, provide hospitality for 
the disenfranchised, and console the afflicted. Those who 
have ears to hear it, and who allow it to transform their 
lives, will give voice to the voiceless, provide nourishment 
for those who hunger and thirst, and will construct systems 
that ensure the God-given rights of all. God will provide 
if we keep clear the pathways that lead to grace. And no 
political construct can be allowed to compromise the integ-
rity and primacy of this message.

So, dive into the political year! Go into it not primarily 
as Democrat, Republication, or Independent but as an in-
tentional disciple that bears good news, placing your trust 
in the God who delivers us from all evil, and saves us from 
all that works against his word, sometimes even ourselves.



Welcome to St. Thomas More Parish
We are glad you decided to celebrate with our Parish Family. If 

you have recently moved into the parish and would like to register 
as a parishioner, please take a parish membership form at the en-
trances of the church or email and we will send you a form. Hope-
fully we can set up an appointment to meet one another. Or you may 
call the parish office at 973-267-5330.

Whether you are new or a veteran, consider joining or helping in 
the various areas of parish life. Call the office. Interested in something 
you don't see, don't be shy, talk to Fr. Joe.

SOME MINISTRIES and ORGANIZATIONS
Altar Servers Bereavement Ministry 
Bulletin Collection Counters 
Finance Council Home/Sick Visits 
Lectors/Ministers of Communion   Youth Ministry 
Prayer Shawl Ministry Ushers/Greeters 
Women's Guild Pastoral Council

Visit of Eucharist at Home. Communion may be brought to the 
home of any person permanently or temporarily homebound. For 
the confined, elderly and/or shut-in at home or in the hospital, our 
parish ministers make calls to homes and hospitals. Fill out the form 
below..  
 
Moving In or Out? If you are relocating either in or out of the par-
ish area please takes a moment to help keep our records current. 
Contact the parish office or drop a note into the collection basket.

ST. THOMAS MORE PARISH
MAIL: P.O. Box 286, Convent Station, NJ 07961

GPS: 4 Convent Rd., Morristown, NJ 07960
973-267-5330

           Parish Office: Mon. - Wed, 9:30–2 pm
Other times & days, call to see if office is open.

Sunday Eucharist:
Saturday 5 pm; Sunday, 9 am, 11 am, 7 pm

Weekday Eucharist: Monday – Saturday: 8:15 am 
Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30 pm or by appt.

Holy Days - 8:15 am, 12:10, 7:00 pm

Information: info@stmnj.org
Fr. Joe Farias, jfarias@fdu.edu, jfarias@stmnj.org, ext. 102

Bill McGuire, parish mgr, wmcguire@stmnj.org, ext. 104
Pat Schell, secretary, secretary@stmnj.org, ext. 103

Fr. Das , ext. 108

    The following person(s) is presently receiving a visit and/or communion 
The following person(s) would like a regular visit and/or communion.

Name: _________________________________________

You may call me with specifics (address, etc.):  _____________________________

      _______________________________ Tel. or email: _____________________

 Convent Station, New Jersey   Saint Thomas More 

Notes & 
 Remembrances

Weekly Readings - Moved
Daily scriptures and short reflections 

are now a regular addition to our bulletin, 
listed on a separate page.

Remembering our Own
Requests and donations were made in 

honor of the following, asking to remember 
them at liturgy this week. Please join with 
them in prayer and remembrance.
19th Week of the Year

Anita Farias- 5 pm
Anita Farias, Sebastian Choondassery, June 

DeSena - 9 am
Anita Farias- 11 am

Anita Farias - Mon. 
Philip Fanning - Sat.

20th Week of the Year
Anita Farias- 5 pm
Sebastian Choondassery, June DeSena - 9 am
Anita Farias- 11 am

Stewardship of Treasure
Last Week’s Collection: $ 5862
Electronic Giving for July: $ 1275

Please sign up for electronic giving. 
Regularly scheduled donations through 
electronic giving help us budget better, and 
it provides donors with accurate records of 
their payments. Visit stthommore.weshare-
online.org today to sign up for automatic 
donations and schedule your regular par-
ish donations. 

Advertising Ad
Due to some contracts, we will be hold-

ing up our advertising venture for a bit. But 
we will be looking forward to this venture 
in a few months. 

Sew Sewers
Calling all sewers to make dresses for 

disadvantaged children. Even if you cannot 
sew, we have a job for you. Call Arlene at 
732-503-3851.

Looking for Ride to Mass
Madison parishioner needs ride to 9 

am Sunday mass for about 3 months. Call 
973-452-0719 if you can help. Beginning 
immediately.

Registered?
Forms are in the vestibule and parish of-

fice. If you would like a form sent to you or 
you’re not sure if you’re registered, call the 
office or email info@stmnj.org. 




