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MISSION STATEMENT 
We, the people of St. Michael’s Catholic Parish, are many parts, but one body. As a community of believers in 
Jesus Christ and inspired by the Holy Spirit, we celebrate the sacraments, are challenged by Sacred Scripture and 
Roman Catholic Tradition, share of ourselves in service to others, and strive to promote the dignity of all human 
life and justice for all, as we continue toward the eternal glory of God’s kingdom. 

Twenty-fourth Sunday 
in Ordinary Time 

 

September 13, 2015 
 

Gracious and just is the Lord! 

FROM THE PASTOR . . . 
 
One of the central concerns of Mark’s gospel is the true and secret identity of Jesus.  Is this Jesus 
really the promised Messiah?  This question is asked over and over again throughout the gospel of 
Mark.  Mark shows that Jesus is the promised Messiah, but it becomes necessary to redefine what 
this messiahship is really all about. 
 
Most Jews understood the meaning of the coming of the Messiah in purely political terms.  The 
Messiah was to be a king who would restore the Kingdom of Israel with no foreigners ruling over 
them.  But Jesus did not understand the meaning of the Messiah in these political terms.  Instead 
we hear Jesus today speak in terms of suffering.  For him, the Messiah is not a king but rather a 
suffering servant. So today we hear Peter attempt to admonish Jesus over this understanding.  To 
which Jesus informs him that he is not really one of his disciples if he continues to think in this way. 
The true disciple of Jesus is the person who can deny themselves and take up their cross.  To be a 
real disciple of Jesus means that we have to lose our lives in this world so that we may preserve our 
souls in the next world. 
 
This week we will be hosting Padre Alexis of Nicaragua who is visiting us over a seven-day period.  
Padre Alexis is coming to see what our six parishes in Shelby County are like, and he is attempting 
to strengthen our relationship with his parishes in Nicaragua.  Please make him feel welcome as he 
will be very busy in visiting all six parishes and meeting as many parishioners as he is able.  
Welcome to Padre Alexis! 

Growing In Faith?:   How much do I trust the Lord? 

SACRAMENT OF  
RECONCILIATION 

4:00 p.m. Saturday or by appointment 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK 

Celebrated by request. Notify the office 
when a loved one is sick at home, 

or in the hospital. 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

Contact the office to set a date and 
to register for pre-baptism class. 

 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Wedding dates are set after 
an initial interview with Fr. John.   
Our diocese recommends a six 

month period of preparation. 

Pastor 

Rev. John Frost 

755-5244  

Email: jmfrost@harlannet.com 
 

Parish Ministers 

Rev. Mr. Jim DeBlauw 

Email: stmikedeacon@harlannet.com 

Rev. Mr. Pat Davitt (retired) 

755-5244 
 

Director of Faith Formation 

Veronica Wright 

755-5366 

Email: stmikere@harlannet.com 
 

Parish Secretary 

Kathy Hull 

755-5244 

Parish email: stmike@harlannet.com 
 

Retired Priest 

Rev. Don Bruck 

1110 Elm Street, 712-310-2782 
 

Parish FAX  755-2604 

Parish Hall/Kitchen  755-5744 
 

Shelby County Catholic School 

Principal: Ann Andersen 

755-5634  www.shelcocath.pvt.k12.ia.us 

Laudato Si´ Encyclical —  
The Good News People share from Pope Francis’s encyclical, Laudato 
Si´ (Praise Be to You). The encyclical is subtitled, On Care for Our 
Common Home.  
 
The statement from St. John XXIII, Blessed Pope Paul VI, St. John Paul II 
and Pope Benedict XVI . . . echoes the reflections of numerous scientists, 
philosophers, theologians and civic groups all of which have enriched the 
Church’s thinking on these questions.  Outside the Catholic Church other 
churches and Christian communities — and other religions as well — have 
expressed deep concern and offered valuable reflections on issues which 
all of us find disturbing.  Pope Frances quotes Patriarch Bartholomew, “to 
commit a crime against the natural world is a sin against ourselves and a 
sin against God.” 

 

 



Calendar for the Week of  September 14-20 
 
Monday Sept. 14 ——— No Mass 
            
Tuesday Sept. 15 9:30 am Mass in memory of Anna Marie Arkfeld at Elm Crest 
  7:00 pm Knights of Columbus in Parish Office Meeting Room 
 
Wednesday Sept. 16 8:15 am School Mass for Kathryn Graeve on her birthday 
  6:30 pm Faith Formation Classes for Kindergarten to Grade 12 
 
Thursday Sept. 17 7:00 am Scripture Study in Parish Office Meeting Room 
  12:00 noon Mass for a Special Intention 
  
Friday          Sept. 18 8:15 am School Mass in memory of Anuar Talavera from our Sister Parish 
 
Saturday Sept. 19 4:00 pm Confessions 
                                           4:30 pm Rosary 
  5:00 pm Mass in memory of Vince & Norma Krantz and Betty Kohles 
  5:30 pm Padre Alexis Vargas Celebration in Earling 
 
Sunday Sept. 20 8:30 am Mass in memory of Ed & Cleta Brinker and Rick Burchett 
  11:00 am   Mass for the people of St. Michael’s  
  6:00 pm Spanish Mass with Fr. Paul Koch and Padre Alexis 
 
Sunday Mass is televised on cable TV (HMU Channel 23 at 4:00 pm on Sunday and Wednesday, on Mediacom Channel 18 at 4:00 pm on Monday and 
FMCTC Channel 48 at 4:00 pm on Monday and Friday.)   

Grant Eternal Rest, O Lord, To: — Helen Bissen of our 
parish, Bernard Leinen of our parish, and Dawn Coldwell, 
daughter of Bill Coldwell of our parish. 
 
Harvest Festival Letters And Tickets — will soon be 
mailed to your home.  Raffle tickets may be turned in at the parish 
office, in the collection basket at Mass, or at the festival on 
October 11.  All dinner tickets will be sold at the door the day of 
the festival.  Invite family and friends to join us for a delicious 
Staley's Chicken Dinner to be served from 11:00 am until 2:00 
pm.  Call Julie Thraen at 755-5356 with questions. 
 
Helped Needed — The Ladies Guild is looking for several 
people to help coordinate St. Michael’s funeral dinners. The 
circles will provide the workers, but someone is needed in the 
kitchen to help organize the activity and order some of the food.  If 
you can help, please call Julie Thraen at 755-5366. 
 
Pope Francis's Encyclical Presentation —  Fr. Bud 
Grant will present a discussion of the Laudato Si (Praise to You) 
Encyclical on Wednesday, September 30, at 6:30 pm in the 
Rosman Parish Center.  The Church's’ encyclicals tend to be very 
long and detailed so the Good News People are offering this to 
help us better understand what the church is teaching.  Fr. Bud 
was a pastor in team ministry in Shelby County in the eighties. He 
received his Theology Degree from Georgian University, Rome, 
Italy; his Master’s Degree in Western Spirituality from Creighton 
University; and his PhD in Environmental Ethics from the 
University of Iowa.  Fr. Bud presently is Professor of Theology at 
St. Ambrose University in Davenport plus he is still part of the  
Diocese of Des Moines.  Fr. Bud is an engaging homilist and a 
dynamic presenter.  Your time with Fr. Bud will very rewarding. 
 
New Lector And Eucharistic Minister — sign-up 
sheets are in the back of church.  More volunteers are needed. 

Remember  The  Sick  In  Your  Prayers  And  By  Your Notes  
Or  Visits  —  
 Clifford Kruse Carolyn Kintner Zane Coenen 
 Aaron Claey Mike Wohlhutter  Betty Markham 
 Joann Weihs Ellen Campbell Marge Gubbels 
 Janet Engel George Esquivel  Helen Schmitz
 Bonnie Peterson Eunice Blum Fr. Dave Polich 
 Mary Tepe Charlie McNair David Blum 
 Darlene (Dar) Kenkel 
     

Please call the office with names of those who are sick, or in need of 
our prayers.  And please call when their names can be removed. 
 

Readings For The Week — 
 

Mon. 14th Nm 21:4b-9          Phil 2:6-11 Jn 3:13-17 
Tue. 15th Tm 3:1-13 Jn 19:25-27 
Wed. 16th 1Tm 3:14-16 Lk 7:31-35 
Thur. 17th 1Tm 4:12-16 Lk 7:36-50 
Fri. 18th 1Tm 6:2c-12 Lk 8:1-3 
Sun. 20th Wis 2:12, 17-20      Jas 3:16—4:3 Mk 9:30-37 
 
Tithing — September 6 $  6,221 
 Needed each week 7,709 
 Difference (1,488) 
  ( ) if deficit 
 Year to date $   (9,346) 
 
Food Pantry Collection — resulted in $286 and 160 pounds of 
food or toiletry items.  Thanks for your generosity. 
 
White Ribbons — will be distributed by the Catholic Daughters 
after each Mass on the weekend of September 26-27 to raise 
awareness in the fight against pornography.  Pornography destroys 
thousands of families each year and does not value human dignity.  
Please join us in prayer for all those affected. 



Ministry Schedule 

1st Lector Kathy Hull Julia Sorfonden Marcus Gross, Jr. 
2nd Lector Jane Klein Madi Doonan Gary Weihs 
   
Eucharistic Leo Kloewer (T) Jo Kenkel (T) Diane Weihs (T) 
Ministers Phil Koesters Alan Kenkel Gary Weihs 
 Ray Chipman Ethel Defenbaugh Cindy Pattee 
 Duane Fahn Nancy Jacobs Jenna Hucka 
 Gwen Kaufman Julie Juhl Joni Larsen 
 Shayla Leinen Kyle Juhl Jenny Moser 
 Ron Muenchrath Jim Kohles Jordyn Moser 
  
Servers Wyatt Fahn Deann Irlmeier Brianna Boldan 
 Cole Fahn Erin Irlmeier Elijah Boldan 
 Stephen Leinen Reilly McMurphy Maggie McGrath 
 
Musicians Peg Lantz Church, Wind & Fire Nancy Osborn 
 
Cantors Maryalyce Dotzler Flames Beth Klein 
  
Ushers Joe Zaccone Doug Baker Brook Schwery 
 Rodney Bengford Mary Baker Madi Doonan 
 Lisa Bengford Chuck Buhman Gary Klein 
 Connie Kohles J.C. Salvo Bill Buman 
  
Sept. 20 E.M. Elm Crest E.M. Private Homes Money Counters 
 Dottie Bauer Dennis Mumm Betty Leuck 
 Marian Buman Joyce Mumm Leo Goeser 
   Les Blum 

Sept. 19-20 Saturday Sunday Sunday 
 5:00 p.m. 8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 

Vocations Program For Our Faith Formation 
Families — will begin this week with our  faith formation 
opening ceremonies.  Families will be given the opportunity 
to take the chalice into their homes, pray the suggested 
prayers for vocations, or use their own prayers for a week.  
You can register your family for a week that works for you 
in the back of church.  Anyone is welcome to participate. 

Vocations  
Corner 

St. Michael’s Faith Formation 

Upcoming Dates —  
Sept. 16 6:30 pm Classes for Kindergarten to Grade 12 
Sept. 20 8:30 am Confirmation Retreat Mass at St. Michael’s 
   Retreat at Creighton Center in Griswold 
Sept. 23 8:30 pm Classes for Kindergarten to Grade 12 
Sept. 30 8:30 pm Classes for Kindergarten to Grade 12 

 
Follow Us — St. Michael’s Faith Formation  
                            

 WE ARE FAMILY! 

 

Padre Alexi Vargas — from our sister parish in Nicaragua will be 
visiting Shelby County from September 16-21.  We hope many Shelby 
County parishioners will have the opportunity to welcome him to Iowa.  
We invite you to attend any or all of the following activities. 

 Mass in Panama at 8:30 am on Thursday, September 17 

 SCCS Mass in Harlan 8:15 am on Friday, September 18 

 Mass in Earling at 5:00 pm on Saturday, September 19 

 Social (5:30 pm), Dinner (6:00 pm) in Earling after Mass on 
Saturday, September 19, with Entertainment to follow at 7:00 pm. 

 Mass in Defiance at 8:00 am on Sunday, September 20 

 Breakfast in Defiance at 9:00 am on Sunday, September 20 

 Spanish Mass in Harlan at 6:00 pm on Sunday, September 20 

 Potluck at Pioneer Park following Harlan Mass, September 20 
See the bulletin insert for more information about Padre’s visit and 
updates on the Central America projects. 
 
Travel To Nicaragua — An informational meeting will be this 
Monday evening, September 14, at 7:00 pm in the Westphalia Parish 
Hall for anyone interested in going to Nicaragua this winter or in the 
future.  For more information call Charlotte at 712-210-4781. 
 
Seminarian Special Collection — will be conducted on 
September 19 and 20.  Registered parishioners will be receiving a letter 
and newsletter in the mail from Bishop Pates.  Gifts to this collection 
support the education and formation costs associated with seminarians.  
There are 26 seminarians in the Diocese of Des Moines.  The cost to 
educate one seminarian is $30,000 each year.  Your gift to this 
important appeal makes the difference for our faith leaders of tomorrow.  

 
Annual Life Chain — will be Sunday, September 27, from 1:30 -
2:30 pm at the Harlan Auto Mart on the corner of Chatburn and Hwy 59.  
Life Chain is not political or confrontational.  Life Chain is a silent 
prayer vigil by Christians to communicate their opposition to abortion.  
Mark your calendar now, plan to attend, and watch from more details in 
future bulletins. 

 

Help Us Make Our Directory Complete!  
IT WON’T BE THE SAME WITHOUT YOU! 

We want to make this a complete representation 
of our parish family—please be a part of it! 

 

There is no sitting fee and no purchase required. 
Just for participating, you will receive  

a FREE  8” x 10” portrait and a FREE pictorial parish directory.  
 

Photography Dates:  
Wed-Thurs-Fri, Sept 9-10-11; 2:00-9:00, and Sat, Sept 12, 9:30 to 4:00  
Wed-Thurs-Fri, Sept 16-17-18; 2:00-9:00, and Sat, Sept 19, 9:30 to 4:00 
Tues-Wed-Thurs, Oct 6-7-8, 2:00-9:00  
 

Schedule an appointment for your portrait in one of two ways:  
 1) Online at www.appt.lifetouch.com 

 2) Call Sandy Wingert at 755-7371 
 

 

Portrait Order Coupons 
 

Just for having your picture taken, you automatically qualify 
for a $10 discount on your portrait order 

                    - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - AND- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Bring a canned food item to your portrait session 
to receive a $5 off coupon toward a portrait purchase.  
The non-perishable items go to the local Food Pantry. 

Area Events —  

 Catholic Daughters Court of St. Katherine meeting will be 
Thursday, September 17, at 7:00 pm at Troy’s Café in Earling.  
Plan to come and discuss the centennial highlights. 

 Fifteen-Decade Rosary for Life will be Sunday, September 20, 
from 1:30-2:30 pm at St. Boniface in Westphalia. 

 Welcome Breakfast at St. Michael’s will be on Sunday, 
September 27, from 9:30-11:00 am.  See the insert for more 
information about this chance to meet our new parishioners. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.kensworthschool.co.uk/images/facebook.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.kensworthschool.co.uk/9-services/128-facebook&h=587&w=2429&tbnid=CU2lAERLztwn2M:&zoom=1&docid=OcXUqCSfVf-dDM&hl=en&ei=wiVmVerVH4nroASR5oHgCg&tbm=isch


Call 755-5244 

Advertise 
Here 

Please Support our Advertisers — They help make this bulletin possible! Please Support our Sponsors — They help make this bulletin possible! 

Harlan, Avoca & Underwood 
Locally Owned & Operated 

Bob & Julie Kesterson 

EXPRESS 

LUBE & TIRE 

Gary & Jodi Dozler 

755-5446 

Web Site: http://www.terryknapp.com 

STATE FARM INSURANCE 

EJ Leinen 

712-755-5825 

755-2150 

M-Th 8:00-5:00 
Fri 7:00-2:30 

Sat 8:00-12:00 

MICHAEL V. JOHNSTON, O.D. 

PRIMARY CARE OPTOMETRIST 
 

2110  12th Street 

AUTOMOTIVE 

For all of your travel needs call 
Linda, Dori, Trina or Steve 

1119 7th Street 
Harlan, IA  51537 

(712) 755-3811 
800-356-5579 

FOUR SEASONS TRAVEL 

1214 College Blvd.                      Ph:  (712) 733-8905 
Harlan, IA  51537                         Fax:  (712) 733-8821 

Mike & Sherry Bierl 
Promotional and Screen Printing Specialties 

We Can Print Anything on (Almost) Anything 

Cyclone 

Lanes 

League Bowling 
Lazer Bowling 

Birthday Parties 
Pizza, Dine in or Carry out 

912 Chatburn Avenue, Harlan, IA  51537  712-755-5863 
Joe and Joann Portwood, Owners 

GREENWAY 
Transportation, Inc. 

Tom Green 

3105 12th St.     Harlan, IA     755-2534 

  CHAMBERLAIN  
      BROTHERS 
Lumber & Construction Inc. 

Don • Russ •  Randy  

General Contractors  

2213 College Place     Harlan, IA     755-7612    

Dan & Natalie Crees 

GARDEN CENTER 

REX’S REMODELING 

Rex Buckley 

NATURE’S JOY 

Irene Buckley, LMT, FCCI 
www.raindroptraining.com 

755-3780 

YOUR BANK FOR TODAY AND TOMORROW 

Earling 747-2000 • Woodbine 647-3375 • Harlan 235-2000 
 

FDIC 
Member 

        Ouren 

 
755 - 3300 

FOR SALE 

www.ouren.com 

 St. Michael Parish Endowment 

Consider a gift to our parish endowment — 

a gift that keeps on giving. 

 

Contact Fr. John Frost for information. 

712-755-5195 
1205 8th Street 

Harlan, Iowa 51537 

 

www.theagencyinsurance.com 

"complete insurance service” 

 

 

963 Oak Rd.  
Harlan, IA   

Home/Fax: 712-755-2502 
Jerry Chamberlain 
Owner/Contractor 

Hough & Zaccone 
Investment Management 

803 Durant St.   Harlan   755-5205 

www.houghzaccone.com 
Securities offered through LPL Financial 

Member FINRA/SIPC 

Rick Dotzler, RPh           755-2101 

Tina Dotzler, RPh    after hours  755-0706 

www.PextonPharmacy.com 

H&R BLOCK      Business Services 

                       Payroll, Bookkeeping, Tax and Advice 

BARBARA E. Befort      1110 6th Street 

Master Tax Advisor                Harlan, IA   51537 
Enrolled Agent                712-755-2055 
bbefort@hrblock.com                    www.hrblock.com 

www.harlanautomart.com 

Service • Parts • Tires 

Mike & Laurie Byrnes 
Owners 

LEO’S  

BARBER SHOP 

Leo & Janie Goeser 

 1105 7th Street                   Phone 
Harlan, IA  51537              755-5826 

1802 23rd St., Hwy. 59, Harlan, IA 

712-755-5800 • www.unitedbk.com 

SW Iowa Farm Business Assoc. 
 

“Operated by and for Farmers” for Over 40 Years 
Comparative Farm Analysis 

Records and Consulting 
Tax Management 

 

Bob McHugh, EA Consultant 
773-2295 755-2154 

ULTRA NO TOUCH 
CAR WASH 

 

Brent and Morgan Schumacher, Owners 

Two Locations 

1316 Chatburn                            21st & Lincoln 
755-2654                                  755-2238 

Harlan, Iowa        Walnut, Iowa       Avoca, Iowa 
712-755-3135       712-784-3313      712-343-2453 
800-831-6805                                    800-447-2588                    
800-447-2588 

Pauley Jones 
Funeral Homes  

 

 

Donna & Barry Deuel 

755-9603 
flo-barn@fmctc.com 
624 Market Street 

 

Full Service Florist 
Cyclone & Men’s Apparel 

DAN J. SCHUMACHER 
Doctor of Chiropractic 

1206 7th Street 
712-235-6040 

drdan@chiro4life.org 

 

Monument Design & Installation 

Andy Sondag 
402-306-3273 
Tony Sondag 
712-579-9716 

804 9th St., Harlan 
a_sondag@yahoo.com 

SONDAG 

MONUMENT 

 

Mitch Osborn 
712-755-7167 

www.osbornauction.com

Mitch Osborn 
712-755-7167 

 

TOM POWERS CONSTRUCTION 

 

 
 
 

 

Barn Straightening 
Roofing (steel or shingles) 
Cement Floors - Driveways 
Siding (cedar, steel, vinyl) 
Windows - Doors - Decks 
Pole Buildings - Garages 

 

  
712-766-3332 

Wind & Storm Damage 

712-755-2680 

Andrea Miller, Owner 

 
Floral Elegance 

 
Harlan’s Full Service 

Floral Shop 

 1814 Chatburn Plaza 

Harlan, IA 51537 

 

 

Schaben Real Estate, LLC 
JAY P. SCHABEN, Broker-Owner 

JIM SCHABEN JR., Owner 
701 Hwy. 30 W., Dunlap, IA   51529 

Bob Schmitz 
BROKER—ASSOCIATE 
1121 7th St., Harlan, IA  

Cell 712-579-2997 

 
 
 

1414 Chatburn Avenue 
Harlan, IA 51537 

www.towncountrycu.com 

755-3881 

Engine Rebuilding 
Car, Truck, Tractor Parts 

Automotive Machine Shop 
Hydraulic Hose Shop 

1706 Exchange St.          (712) 755-5187 
Harlan, Iowa   51537       Dale Swanson, Jr. 

Call 755-5244 

Advertise 
Here 

Call 755-5244 

Advertise 
Here 

 

Financial Advisor 

Debbie Davis 

616 Market Street, Harlan 
712-755-7271 

 

debbie.davis@edwardjones.com 
www.edwardjones.com 

 

 
Professional Nail Care for Ladies & Gents! 

510 Market Street, Harlan 

712-755-5808 
 
 

Mon-Fri 9:30-7:00 
Sat 9:30-5:00 

Harlan’s  NAIL & SPA Acrylic Nail 

Gel Nail 

Shellac 

Solar Pink & White 

Manicure & Spa 

Pedicure Deluxe 

Gift Certificates 
Available 

 

411 COURT STREET, HARLAN 
235-3456 (studio) 579-2646 (cell) 

www.perceptionsignaturephotography.com 
 

Specializing in newborns and high school seniors 

 signature  photography 

 

 Continual Care Retirement Community 

Call 755-5244 

Advertise 
Here 

MARKHAM FAMILY DENTAL ASSOC. 

 

Phillip L. Markham, D.D.S. 
Logan T. Veath, D.D.S. 

2105 Pine St.                     
Harlan, IA  51537 

Telephone: 
(712) 755-5342 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=spine&view=detail&id=3E43D2D593B0A0428F9689ED8D630A5F50F2959E&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR

