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                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               MASS OF THANK

Pastor Notes: 
1. Explanation of the Mass continued: We have been reflecting on the Liturgy of the Word in our series on the Mass. After the first reading we pause for silent reflection then respond to the reading with the responsorial psalm. The second reading is an epistle taken from the letters of Paul and others. During the seasons like Advent, Lent, and Easter, these are specially selected. During ordinary time we have a continuous reading from the letters, week by week. There is no effort to relate these texts to the first reading or to the gospel. We do not need a common theme to “unite” the three readings. Even on an intellectual level we are capable of keeping separate strands going at the same time. 

Instead, we look at the overall spirit or mood of the various liturgical seasons, and listen to each Sunday’s scriptures in that way.

2. First, I want to thank everyone who took the time to vote for the time of the morning Mass on Sundays. To my surprise, the results are very clear. We had 24 votes for an 8:00 a.m. Mass; 88 votes for a 9:00 a.m. Mass; 5 votes for a 9:30 a.m. Mass; 36 votes for a 10 a.m. Mass and 1 vote for an 11:00 a.m. Mass. The 9:00 a.m. Mass is a clear winner. All the other votes together add up to 66. The 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. Masses will begin on Sunday, June 7th. If anyone wants to see the ballots, we will gladly show them to you. Again, we thank everyone for participating in the voting. 
3. We want to thank everyone for welcoming Fr. Joseph Tregre to our parish. The pulpits exchange went very well. 
4. Bishop Shelton Fabre will be here on this weekend, May 2nd-3rd for an official parish visit. He will celebrate and preach at all he Masses and also celebrate the sacrament of Confirmation on Sunday, May 3rd, at 4:00 p.m. There will be a reception after each Mass so the parishioners will have an opportunity to greet the bishop. 

Every five years the Bishop has to visit every parish in his diocese. This is his official visit. He will meet with the staff, the Pastoral Council and Finance Council and we will present him with the goals that the parish has come up with. 
5. We have someone in charge of watering our plants in church. Plants die from a lack of water but they also die when people over water them. We had some drooping plants that looked like they needed water but they actually were over watered. Please do not water the plants in church.  
6. Michelle Lapeyrouse, who has been Youth Director for the last six years, has announced that she will be leaving her position at the end of this school year. She wants to spend more time with her family. We thank Michelle for the great job she has done for our youth here at St Joseph and wish her the best. We will be taking applications for her replacement. If interested, please come to the office and fill out an application form. Thank you. 

7. My book, What a Life! Daily Reflections for a Holistic Spirituality Life, has sold more than 1,100 copies. That is pretty good for less than two months. I want to thank all of you for your support in promoting my Book.
(Rev.) Wilmer Todd, Pastor
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MASS TIME CHANGES

Beginning on June 7th the Mass schedule will be as follows:
Saturday: 4 p.m.

Sunday: 9 a.m. & 7 p.m.

We will be redoing the Minister Schedules for June. If you were a Minister for the 8 or 10 a.m. Mass, please call the Church Office at 594-5859 with the Mass time you would like to serve at. (This also includes Ministers serving for the Saturday Mass, if you want to make changes).
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SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

The second this weekend is to help pay for the air condition recently replaced for the church.
PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING

There will be a Pastoral Council Meeting on Wednesday, May 6th, at 7 p.m. at the Church office.
FIRST FRIDAY DEVOTION

First Friday Devotion will be held on Friday, May 1st, beginning with Mass at 8:30 a.m., followed by a devotional service, and quiet time before the Blessed Sacrament.

MOTHER’S DAY CORSAGES

Mother’s Day corsages will be sold at all Masses on Mother’s Day weekend, May 9th & 10th. The cost is $5 each and proceeds will go towards Right to Life.

GRADUATION & BLESSING OF SENIOR RINGS MASS

 The Graduation & Blessing of Senior Rings Mass will be held on Sunday, May 17th, at the 10 a.m. Mass. All seniors & juniors are encouraged to attend.
SPIRITUAL GROWTH MATERIALS

Please check out the kiosk in the back of church. New items have been added such as Consoling the Heart of Jesus, etc.

ROSARY AND ADORATION

The Knights of Columbus & Ladies Auxiliary will lead a Rosary and Adoration on Monday, May 4th, at 7 p.m. at Our Lady of Prompt Succor Chapel. Pat Thibodeaux will lead the Rosary. May is the month of the Blessed Virgin. Mary is the Spiritual Mother of the human race to whom all things are called to venerate and to be consecrated. As the Mother of God and the refuge of sinners, she can obtain for all the grace of salvation. All are invited to attend.

JOIN US FOR VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL!
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June 15-19, 2015

8:30am -12:00pm

Circus Themed Week:

Parade around the Our Father

Grades K-5

Registration fee: $20

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION & CONFIRMATION

1. Early registration for religion has begun. Register before May 1st and receive a discount. Registration forms have been mailed out and are available at the parish office and at class on Sunday. 

2. Confirmation Practice will be held on Tuesday, Apr. 28th, at 7 p.m. All students, parents, and sponsors should attend. Confirmation will be held on Sunday, May 3rd, at 4 p.m.

3. May Crowning will he held on Saturday, May 9th & Sunday, May 10th at all Masses. All children are asked to participate by bringing fresh flowers to Mary.

YOUTH MINISTRY 

1. There will be a bake sale after all Masses the weekend of May 9th & 10th.

2. We are in need of a few adult musicians and athletes to aid the youth choir and sports ministry. (softball & volleyball).

3. Youth Choir practices will be held on Sundays at 5 p.m. in the Church.
For more information about the choir or youth ministry contact Michelle at 223-6356.

RCIA (RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS)

As our Blessed Mother brings us to her Son Jesus, it is our task also to bring others to the Lord. Is there someone  you can invite to explore the Catholic faith — someone unbaptized, or baptized in a non-Catholic Christian tradition? Perhaps you know a Catholic adult interested in being conﬁrmed. RCIA is the process which adult persons who were never baptized, were baptized in another Christian tradition, or were baptized Catholic & need to make up a sacrament in the Catholic Church. Also, those who just want to learn more about the Catholic Faith are invited to attend classes. For more information or to register for classes, please call the rectory office at 594-5859. 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

1) The Knights of Columbus will have their Officers Meeting on Thursday, May 14th, at 6:30 p.m. The Business Meeting will be held on Thursday, May 21st, at 7 p.m. 

2) The 4th Degree Knights of Columbus will have their Business Meeting on Friday, May 22nd, at 7 p.m. A meal will be served at 6:30 p.m. The rosary will be prayed before the meeting.
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FORMING GOOD STEWARDS
“I am the true vine and my Father is the vine grower. He takes away every branch in me that does not bear fruit.” John 15:1-8

Anyone who tries to produce fruits, nuts, or vegetables understands that if a plant or vine or tree or branch is not producing or dies, it is just wasting space. It should be pruned or replaced. Jesus tells us that “My Father is the Vine Grower,” He is the vine and we are the branches. God has created or “planted” each human being in His world with a vast array of talents, abilities and gifts that He is entitled to expect us to discover, accept, develop, and use to the best of our ability for our own benefit and the benefit of others. He is entitled to expect us to be productive. If we fail we are like the unproductive plant, vine, tree, or dead branch. We are just wasting space. As we continue to celebrate Easter, the Pasch, and the Resurrection, the sacrifices of Jesus and the joy of the Resurrection as our hope for eternal life, we should ask, “Am I as productive as my Creator expects?” If not, why not? How can I become more productive? Here is a hint: Get to know Jesus by reading Scripture. Then imitate Him. You will become very “productive.”

PROMPT SUCCOR ADORATION CHAPEL

Our Lady of Prompt Succor Adoration Chapel will be hosting a Spring Retreat on 8 Consecutive Thursday nights from 6:35-8:35 p.m. Free will offering
· April 30th - Teaching by Al Carter: I Come to Bring You New Life; A Call to Discipleship; Testimony by Joey Lirette

· May 7th – Teaching by Penny Antill: Jesus Gives Us His Mother; Spouse of the Holy Spirit; Testimony by Sadie Bonvillain

· May 14th – Teaching by Denise Beyer: You Will Receive Power When the Holy Spirit Comes on You; Testimony by Sarah Pierce; Explanation: Praying for the Baptism of the Holy Spirit; Renewal of Baptismal Vows & Laying on of Hands by Facilitators and Ministry Team

· May 21st - Teaching by Rev. Simon Peter Engurait: Receive the Spirit; Enter into the Mission of Jesus & His Church; Testimonies by Celeste Loyd and Nick Prosperie Commissioning & Blessing by Rev. Simon Peter Engurait

ALTAR SOCIETY

There will be a meeting on Tuesday, May 19th, at 6:30 p.m. at the Parish Center.

FOOD FOR THE JOURNEY

All are invited to come “eat and be fed”! Food for the Journey is a monthly lunchtime speaker series featuring priests & sisters from the Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux. Topics will center around the “Year of Faith” and the opportunity to reflect more deeply on Vatican II Decrees. On Tuesday, May 12th, Fr Fr. Carlos Talavera
will be the speaker. Lunch begins at 11:30 a.m. at the Quality Hotel, 210 S. Hollywood Rd. in Houma. The program begins just after 12:00 noon. The cost is $17.00 and includes meal, drink, and tip. If you plan to attend please RSVP with your name, phone number and church parish by Thursday prior to the event at 850-3178 or email FoodForTheJourney@htdiocese.org, if you are interested in attending or have any questions.

THE FAMILY OF MARGARET BERGERON would like to thank their family, friends, and neighbors for their sympathy, prayers, and kindness.

JOURNEY TOWARD CHRIST 

Journey Towards Christ Men’s Weekend will be held on May 15th-17th at Lumen Christi. “Journey Towards Christ” is a weekend designed for those who want to grow in their relationship with the Lord. It is open to all: single, married, separated, divorced, invalid marriage, cohabiting. This is an opportunity for those struggling with their religious life to experience God’s love and mercy. It is a program designed to fulfill the desire to bring all people to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. For more information contact Greg Terrebonne at 637-8198.

ST. JOSEPH BENEDICTINE HIGH SCHOOL 50th REUNION 

The St. Joseph Class of 1965 Class Reunion will be held on Saturday, May 30th. It will be held at the old school cafeteria with access to the left of and behind the old gym. We will start by gathering in the old cafeteria for a social at 3 p.m., and then proceed to St. Joseph Church for 4 p.m. mass. We will walk together and sit in front of church. After mass and visiting with friends, we will proceed to the cafeteria for fun, food, and visiting with classmates starting at 6 p.m. The food will be catered, soft drinks will be provided. BYOB. Registration fee will be $20 per person. This price includes food, a booklet, and name tag. If you are unable to attend the reunion, but would like a booklet (info sheets and pics of the 41 classmates) plus your name tag (pic plus info of reunion) send a check for $7. The $7 will cover the cost of the booklet, tag, and postage to mail it to your home address. If you are attending the reunion send a check for $20. Send money to Marlene Portier Pinell, P.O. Box 157, Montegut, LA 70377.

THEOLOGY OF THE BODY FOR TEENS TRAINING
Join Brian Butler for a Certification Training in the exciting Theology of the Body for Teens Immersion Training. Learn how this new program based on the revolutionary teachings of Blessed John Paul II can provide your preteens and teens with the knowledge and understanding they desire concerning the meaning and purpose of human sexuality. Discover how the language of the Theology of the Body can help your teens embrace the timeless teachings of the Church.

1. On April 29th-May 1st, at St. Dominic Parish Sienna Room in New Orleans, sponsored by Archdiocese of New Orleans. For more information please call Peg Kenny 504-286-1119 or respectlife@arch-no.org. This class does not count towards certification in the Houma-Thibodaux Diocese.

2. On Saturday, July 11th & August 15th, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Pastoral Center, from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Both sessions will be the same. Each person needs to attend only one of the days. Please register at least 2 weeks in advance of training date. Credit offered for all working on Master Catechist Certification. For more information contact Mrs. Margaret Vargas at 850-3144 or mvargas@htdiocese.org.

COMMODITIES DISTRIBUTION

Commodities will be given on a first come, first serve basis to all registered applicants on Wednesday, May 20th, from 1-3 p.m. at the Ward 7. Application will be taken after registered client receive their food. For more information please call 873-6817.

WEATHERIZATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Government will be accepting applications for the Weatherization Program on Wednesday, Apr. 29th, beginning with a class at 9 a.m. at the main library next to the Civic Center. You must be present for a class in order for your application to be taken. Applications will be done once class is complete. For more information call 985-873-6817.
GROWH

Tulane University is sponsoring a free luncheon & presentation on Wednesday, Apr. 29th, from 11 a.m. – 2 p.m., at the Dulac Community Center. Gulf Resilience on Women’s Health is seeking women who are between 18-45 years of age and lived in the area in 2010 to tell us about your experiences on the following topics: seafood safety & air quality; pregnancy & the Deepwater Horizon Disaster; F.U.S.S.Y. (Focusing on Understanding, Supporting and Soothing Your Baby) Door Prizes provided. This event is hosted by Bayou Grace & BISCO
TWIRLING UNLIMITED

Registrations are being taken during the months of April and May at the Chauvin Gym on Monday – Thursday, 4-8 p.m. Students will learn the art of twirling baton, flags, rifle, or saber. For more information please call 594-2020 or 856-2108.

Please remember the following parishioner who has gone to his eternal reward and also remember his family in your prayers:
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Margaret Bergeron

· Milfred Chauvin, Jr.

· Diana Ezell

· Carolyn Pellegrin

COLLECTION COUNTERS
May 4th: Group 1 – Nell Henry
May 10: Group 2 – Merle Lirette
SUNDAY COLLECTION       

April 25th & 26th:
Envelopes:
             
      
$3,783.00
Loose:

    
                      682.21
Total Offertory:

                 $4,465.21 

Catholic Home Missions Collection:    $   952.85
MASS INTENTIONS:

Saturday, May 2nd, St. Athanasius: 4 p.m. Marie Eschete; Wilsey & Allie Duplantis family; Aaron Blanchard; Winona T. Lirette; Ronnie Duplantis; Drusella Levron; Emos & Judy Lirette; Nelson & Thelma “Sue Sue” Lirette; Raymond & Westley Domangue; Rita Foret; Al Naquin, Sr.; Eudras Prosperie; Frank Folse; Druby & Margaret Boudreaux; Delvin Duplantis (anniv.); Druis & Lisa Lirette; Bertha Lyons; Cynthia Lirette; Ora & Nolan Portier; Jamie Louviere; Larry Babin; Lawrence & Hilda Foret; Bagley Robichaux; Roland Martin; Danny Lirette, Jr.; Wilton Bergeron (anniv.); M/M Nollie Neil; M/M Gilbert Bergeron; M/M Clifton Authement
Sunday, May 3rd, Fifth Sunday of Easter: 8 a.m. Hewitt & Viola White; Ernest & Nora White; Drusella Levron; Luby “Richard” Neal; Venice Dufrene; Andrew  J. Chauvin; Jackson Sadler (anniv.); Dewey Lirette; Jeanette Lyons;  Caprise LeBlanc; Winona Guidry family; Neal Dupre (anniv.); Landon E. Plaisance; Wilbur & Ruth Lyons;  Bertha LeCompte; Milfred & Joyce Chauvin; 10 a.m. Parish Family
Monday, May 4th, Easter Weekday: No Mass

Tuesday, May 5th, Easter Weekday: 7:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, May 6th, Easter Weekday: 8:30 a.m. All Souls List Keith Henry (anniv.)
Thursday, May 7th, Easter Weekday: 7:30 a.m. 
Friday, May 8th, Easter Weekday: 8:30 a.m. 
	
	Liturgical Ministers
	Eucharistic Ministers

	Saturday
4 p.m.
	Commentator: Shanna Ledet
Lector: Curtis Constrantiche
Rosary: Vie Picou
Altar Servers: Halle Pellegrin, Lindsey Ledet
	Center: B – Bishop Fabre
Center: B – Fr. Todd
Sacristy: B – Jude Landry
Cemetery: B – Norma Lirette
	W- Deacon Gary
W- Mary Griffin
W- Tina Landry
W- Daniel Lirette

	Sunday

8 a.m.


	Commentator: Pat Chauvin
Lector: Marlene Champagne
Rosary: Yvonne Soudelier
Altar Servers: Maci Authement, Adeline Martin
	Center: B – Bishop Fabre
Center: B – Fr. Todd
Sacristy: B – Bob Henry
Cemetery: B – Roy Lapeyrouse
	W- Deacon Gary
W- Pat Pitre
W – Phylis Henry
W- Sharon Picou

	Sunday

10 a.m.
	Commentator: Shawn Robert
Lector: James Lopez
Rosary: Sylvia Bertness
Altar Servers: Alexis Authement, Nina Bergeron,                                                                       Hannah Robert
	Center: B – Bishop Fabre
Center: B – Fr. Todd
Sacristy: B – Gloria Duplantis
Cemetery: B – Patty Chabert
	W- Deacon Gary
W- Summer Skarke
W- Rhonda Guilfou
W – Lola Lirette
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