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                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               MASS OF THANK

Pastor Notes: 
1. Explanation of the Mass continued: The Liturgy of the Eucharist begins with informal, relaxed moments similar to the opening rites of the Mass. It is a time of transition when the collection is taken up and the gifts are presented and received. The General Instruction of the Roman Missal describes what happens: “First the altar, the Lord's table, is prepared as the center of the Eucharistic liturgy. The corporal, purificators (the white cloths used in connection with the chalice), and missal are placed on it. The offerings are then brought forward: it is desirable for the faithful to present the bread and wine which are accepted by the priest or deacon and placed on the altar.

       The rite of carrying up the gifts continues the spiritual value and meaning of the ancient custom when the people brought bread and wine for the liturgy from their homes. This is also the time to bring forward money or gifts for the poor and the Church. These are to be laid in a suitable place but not on the altar.”

       The term “Offertory Procession” which is commonly used is not correct and is not used in the Sacramentary. The Presentation of Gifts is not a separate act of offering but rather a preparation for the act of offering which is expressed in the Eucharistic Prayer. The music used at this time can be instrumental or sung by the choir because it is more important for the congregation to join fully in singing the acclamations during the Eucharistic Prayer.

2. Our fiscal year is coming to a close at the end of this month. We are looking at the possibility of coming out in the black. If everyone can make up for the times they have missed, we will not have to use our saving accounts to make up the difference. We thank all of you who have supported the church during this past fiscal year. Your generosity to God helps us provide the services we are able to give to our parishioners. 
3. I will be part of discussion panel on HTV Channel 10 beginning this Thursday, June 11th, from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. We will be discussing topics of the day. I will be on every other week. 

4. I want to thank everyone for your prayers and concern during my illness. I had cellulitis, something I haven’t had for the past 10 years. I know I was run down, and I do have bad circulation in my legs, so the combination brought on the inflection. The down time gave me time to do some thinking. (1) I need to learn how to say “no” to some requests. I am not talking about important things. But I have come to realize that I can’t do everything. (2) I need to take time off to recharge my batteries. Monday is my day off and I will not take a funeral on my day off. If families want a funeral on a Monday, they are welcome to use the church. We will give you a list of priests who might be willing to help. The families will be responsible for finding the priest and paying his stipend. (3) I need to get off my feet more and elevate them. I will do this in my office but I would like to have a golf cart for funerals since most of the burials are way in the back. If anyone has a cart they would like to sell, donate or lend to the church, please let us know. 
At one time there were three priests here and now there is only one. I want to serve all our people. But I can’t do everything. We need to help each other. That’s what being Church is all about. Working together we can continue to do the Lord’s work. 

5. Now that we have set our goals for the next 5 years, we need to move from a Parish Council to a Pastoral Council. At the Parish Council meeting in May, the members present agreed on a way to go about setting up a representative body that the congregation will nominate and vote on. The Pastoral Council will consist of 12 members, elected by the people for a three year term with the possibility of serving a second three year term. After six years, a person must get off the Council for at least one year. A person can nominate themselves or someone may nominate another person with their permission. We will have staggered terms so that elections will be held every year for four candidates. (The first year we will pull straws to see who will serve for three years, two years, and one year.) The elections will take place on the weekend of June 20th-21st.
The difference between a Parish Council and a Pastoral Council is this: A Parish Council has a full-blown structure of standing committees who reports to the Council at every meeting. A Pastoral Council’s main tasks are planning, setting, and implementing goals, studying documents, coordinating ministries, and groups of the parish. They set the vision of where we should go as a parish and then helps us get there. 
Nominations to the Pastoral will close on Monday, June 15th, at midnight. We want to fill all twelve positions. (Former Parish Council members may be nominated.) You may call the office, or place your nomination in the collection basket. Be sure to get permission of the person you are nominating. A person can nominate more than one person. A Pastoral Council member must be willing to attend a monthly meeting on the first Wednesday of the month, go to one workshop a year to set priorities for the parish, and be willing to serve on one committee of the Council. Some qualities to look for in a potential candidate for the Pastoral Council: a person of prayer whose faith is alive and active, who understands that the Church is “everyone,” who desires spiritual growth, who is open to learn and study and set vision and direction for our parish, who is excited about the future of St. Joseph, who can work as a team member and live with group decisions, who is willing to share their time and talent with the rest of the parish.
6. We would like to suggest that families who have weddings and funerals here St. Joseph consider leaving some of the flowers in church for the weekend Masses. We would be glad to dedicate the flowers to a love one and put the dedication in our weekly bulletin. Thank you for considering this. 

7. We are about to begin a second “traveling Mary” statue. The way it will work is that each family will have the statue for a week. During that week they can say family prayers in front of the statue, or they can invite neighbors or relatives to pray with them. The present statue has 15 families associated with the statue. After it is passed on through all 15 families, it begins again. We hope to have as many associated with this statue of Mary. Please call Phillis Henry 985-860-4781 to become part of this travelling statue. 
8. I will be signing books at St. Hilary Church in Mathews this Sunday after their 11:00 a.m. Mass. Please tell your friends. 
 (Rev.) Wilmer Todd, Pastor
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

The special collection this weekend is to help with the Air Conditioner for the church.  

YOUTH SAFE ENVIRONMENT TRAININGS

There will be a Youth Safe Environment Training on Wednesday, June 10th, at 5:30 p.m. and Friday, June 12th, at 12:30 p.m., in the Parish Center. Any youth that will be helping with Bible Camp or other events should attend.
CONFIRMATION PICTURES

Confirmation pictures can be picked up at the Church Office Monday-Thursday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. and Friday, 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 

JOIN US FOR VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL!
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June 15th – 19th, 2015 / 8:30am -12:00pm

Circus Themed Week: Parade Around the Our Father

Grades K-5 / Registration fee: $20; Forms can be picked up at the rectory office or in the back of church.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION & CONFIRMATION

Religious Ed. registrations are being accepted at this time. If you did not receive one in the mail, you can pick one up at the church office or in the back of church.
YOUTH MINISTRY 

1. We are in need of a few adult musicians and athletes to aid the youth choir and sports ministry. (softball & volleyball).

2. Youth Choir practices will be held on Sundays at 5 p.m. in the Church.
For more information about the choir or youth ministry contact Michelle at 223-6356.

RCIA (RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS)

The great Solemnity of Pentecost marks the great gift of the Holy Spirit to those God the Father calls to be his own. Perhaps you can think of someone who longs to have a closer relationship with our Heavenly Father. Can you plant the seeds of hope as you speak of our Father’s loving care, and his everlasting promises fulﬁlled in the sending of his Son, and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit? RCIA is the process which adult persons who were never baptized, were baptized in another Christian tradition, or were baptized Catholic & need to make up a sacrament in the Catholic Church. Also, those who just want to learn more about the Catholic Faith are invited to attend classes. For more information or to register for classes, please call the rectory office at 594-5859. 
PROMPT SUCCOR ADORATION CHAPEL

For the month of June, from 6:35-8:35 p.m., on Thursday nights, Discover the Power of Walking with our Mother Mary through the Mysteries of the Rosary. Each Week a Rosary Coordinator will share their learned knowledge and personal experiences of the Mysteries of the Rosary. Also, each night five participants will give a short five or ten minute sharing on how they enter into their chosen Mystery. These nights are intended for all to experience God’s presence and love. We will learn to make meditating on the rosary a practical living experience.
1. June 11th: Luminous Mysteries – Jeanine Avila

2. June 18th : Sorrowful Mysteries – David & Nancy Smith

3. June 25th: Glorious Mysteries – Penny Antill
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FORMING GOOD STEWARDS
 Ever since the first human being considered the possibility of life after death there have been speculations and theories about what such life would be. Various cultures and religions have given it names such as Nirvana [Buddhist], Tian [Chinese], and Heaven [Christian]. In two parables Jesus teaches the people of his day, and us, so we are “able to understand it,” about the “Kingdom of God.” He is talking about the “Kingdom” that we pray will “come on earth as it is in heaven” every time we say the Our Father. He tells us that we must be like small seeds that are scattered and grow into large plants and produce much bounty. In allegorical terms he is proclaiming that God created us with many talents, abilities and gifts that He expects us to spend a lifetime to discover, accept, develop, and use for OUR OWN benefit and enjoyment, AND for the benefit and enjoyment of OTHERS so His Kingdom will “come, one earth as it is in heaven.”
ST. JOSEPH ALTAR SOCIETY

1. The St. Joseph Altar Society will have an important meeting on Tuesday, June 16th, at 6:30 p.m., in the Parish Center. Voting will also take place at this meeting on subjects that was discussed at the meeting in May.

2. The St. Joseph Altar Society will sponsor a bake sale on June 20th & 21st after all Masses.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

1. There will be a KC Business Meeting on Thursday, June 18th, at 7 p.m. at 205 Angel St. There will be no officers meeting in June.
2. There will be a 4th Degree Business Meeting on Thursday, June 25th, at 7 p.m. The rosary will be prayed before the meeting, and the meal begins at 6:30 p.m. Please note date change.
SPIRITUAL GROWTH MATERIAL 

Check out the new CD’s on the Kiosk: The Right Perspective, Understanding Ourselves in Relation to God by Fr. Mitch Pacwa, S.J.; Made for Greatness, by Leah Darrow

STEUBENVILLE ON THE BAYOU 
1. Steubenville on the Bayou is still looking for adult volunteers! We are still in need of Ushers, Greeters, Security, Food Service, Transportation, First Aid, and Prayer Ministry! Any adults interested in volunteering and wishing to be guaranteed a free Volunteer T-shirt, should register by this Wednesday, May 27th. We will continue accepting Volunteer registrations until each area is full, however we CANNOT guarantee a t-shirt if registration is received after May 27th. Contact us by phone at (985) 850-3171 or email SteubenvilleBayou@htdiocese.org if you have any questions. We also ask if you would please forward this to friends and family that you know may be interested in volunteering as well. A Steubenville conference is truly a life-changing event, not just for the participants but for our 300+ volunteers as well. We hope to see you there! 
2. Anyone who would like to donate snacks &/or baked goodies to the hospitality room at the Steubenville Conference please call Nadine Lirette at 876-4481 or Sandra 594-5000. The conference is June 26th, 27th, & 28th.  
CURSILLO
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Cursillo is a 70 year old movement in the Church that means short course in our Christian faith. The Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux is offering a Cursillo for Women June 11th-14th and for Men October 1st-4th. Both weekend retreats will be held at Lumen Christi Retreat Center in Schriever. The cost of the weekend is $120. Registration forms are available online at www.htcursillo.weebly.com or you can email us at htcursillo@yahoo.com.
MASS FOR LADIES

There will be a Mass for Ladies on Saturday, June 13th, at 8 a.m., at Bishop Sam Jacobs, Emeritus, home, at 107 Albany Dr., Houma. Please join us for this awesome opportunity to share in the Eucharist with other women from the area.
THEOLOGY OF THE BODY FOR TEENS TRAINING
Join Brian Butler for a Certification Training in the exciting Theology of the Body for Teens Immersion Training. Learn how this new program based on the revolutionary teachings of Blessed John Paul II can provide your preteens and teens with the knowledge and understanding they desire concerning the meaning and purpose of human sexuality. Discover how the language of the Theology of the Body can help your teens embrace the timeless teachings of the Church. Both sessions will be the same on Saturday, July 11th & August 15th, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Pastoral Center. Each person needs to attend only one of the days. Please register at least 2 weeks in advance of training date. Credit offered for all working on Master Catechist Certification. For more information contact Mrs. Margaret Vargas at 850-3144 or mvargas@htdiocese.org.

TEKAKWITHA CONFERENCE

The 76th annual Tekakwitha Conference, a conference for American Indians, will be held in Alexandria, Louisiana this year. The Kateri Circles of the Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux, in conjunction with The Diocese of Alexandria, are hosting the conference July 22-26, 2015, at the Riverfront Center. The conference is an instrument for evangelization, education, and prayer experiences for all people. Also included in this conference are workshops and activities for the youth. 
HOUMA TO ROMA

When in Rome, do as the Romans…Join the Poor Friars & Nuns in a “Spiritual Pilgrimage”; visiting many holy places of Rome and exploring the deep spiritual wealth of our Catholic Faith and the life of Saints. Every 2nd week in 5 sessions, with the help of Sr. Comet, we will walk through some of Rome’s well & lesser known places of Spiritual Pilgrimage all in the comfort of St. Thomas Aquinas’s Church at 6:30 p.m. 3rd night, June 17th: Sts. Peter & Paul; 4th night, July 1st: Roman Mairan Shrines; 5th night, July 15th: Saints tombs and relics

PRINCIPAL POSITION AVAILABLE

A Principal Position is available at St. Bernadette Elementary School in Houma. Who may apply: A catholic who is in full communion in the church, Applications are due on Friday, June 19th. Minimum qualifications: Master’s degree in administration or master’s degree with administration/educational leadership certification and three years of administrative experience, Catholic School administrative experience preferred. Applications may be obtained from www.htdiocese.org/catholicshcools or by calling 985-850-3114.  
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THE FAMILY OF JOSETTE LAPEYROUSE would like to thank their family, friends, and neighbors for their sympathy, prayers, and kindness.

C.E.N.T.S. SMALL BUSINESS COURSE
C.E.N.T.S. will be offering the Small Business Course beginning in August through Catholic Charities. This course is free and is designed to help people who are interested in starting a small business. It will be held on evening a week for nine weeks. A different business topic will be discussed each week. Anyone who is interested in participating may call Brooks Lirette at 876-0490 to schedule an orientation appointment.

FREE CANCER SCREENING

Mary Bird Perkins Cancer Center at TGMS is sponsoring Free Cancer Screenings if you have not been screened within the last 12 months. Insurance will be billed for mammograms. For those without insurance, there will be no charge. Free screenings mad possible by donor gifts. Call Today for an appointment 888-616-4687 or visit www.mbptgmc.org   

1) Saturday, June 20th: Breast & Colorectal Cancer Screenings; 9-11 a.m. & 12-2 p.m., (Appointment required for Breast), Cannata’s Market 6307 W. Park Ave., Houma

2) Tuesday, June 23: Breast, Colorectal and Skin Cancer Screenings; Breast: 9-11 a.m. & 12-2 p.m.; Skin: 12:30-3 p.m.; (Appointment required for breast); American Legion Hall, 4990 Hwy 56, Chauvin
PROTECTION FROM HURRICANE’S PRAYER
“O God, Master of this passing world, hear the humble voices of your people. The raging Sea of Galilee obeyed your orders and became calm again. We believe that you are still the Master of land and sea. We live in a dangerous locality subjected to the treats of violent wind and flooding. The Gulf of Mexico, like a provoked and angry giant, can awake from its inactivity, overstep its traditional boundaries, invade our land, and spread chaos and disaster.

“During this hurricane season we turn to you, O loving God, and ask you to keep us from all harm. The memories of past hurricanes are still so vivid. We have deep wounds from their destruction that still needs your healing power.

“O Virgin Mother, Star of the Sea, we ask you to plead with your Son for us so that we will be spared from the disasters common to our area. In a true spirit of gratitude, we will walk in the footsteps of your divine Son to reach the heavenly Jerusalem where a storm-less eternity awaits us. Amen.”
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COLLECTION COUNTERS
June 15th: Group 3 – Yvonne Soudelier
June 22nd: Group 4 – Mary Griffin
SUNDAY COLLECTION       

June 6th & 7th:
Envelopes:
             
                  $4,235.00
Loose:

    
     845.00
Total Offertory:

$5,080.00
Air Condition Collection:            $   495.60
MASS INTENTIONS:

Saturday, June 13th, The Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary; St. Anthony of Padua: 4 p.m. Marie Eschete; Ronnie Duplantis; Drusella Levron;  Lydia & Iry Lapeyrouse, Sr. & Jr.; Mildred & T-Bob Authement; Luby “Richard” Neal; Emos & Judy Lirette; Horace Authement; M/M Horace Sevin; Earl “Tootie” & Eugene Chauvin; Raymond & Westley Domangue; Nikki Z. Hebert; Beulah T. Chauvin; Rita Foret; Albert Savoie; Frank Folse; Druis & Lisa Lirette; Ora & Nolan Portier; Jamie Louviere; Lawrence & Hilda Foret; Roland Martin; Julian & Loisy (anniv.) LeBoeuf; Margie, Bethany, & Julie Thibodeaux; Danny Lirette, Jr.; Carolyn Pellegrin; Evans “Vin” & Margaret Bergeron; Josette Lapeyrouse; Lorena M. Lapeyrouse (anniv.) 
Sunday, June 14th, 11th Sunday in Ordinary Time: 9 a.m. Al Naquin, Sr.; Eudras Prosperie; Druby & Margaret Boudreaux; Hewitt & Viola White; Ernest & Nora White; Milton “Pete” Pitre; Venice Dufrene; Andrew J. Chauvin; Bobby Stoufflet; Ramona Malcomb (anniv.); Caprise LeBlanc; Winona Guidry family; Milfred & Joyce Chauvin; Jeanie Chauvin; 7 p.m. Parish Family
Monday, June 15th, Weekday: No Mass

Tuesday, June 16th, Weekday: 7:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, June 17th, Weekday: 8:30 a.m. All Souls List 
Thursday, June 18th, Weekday: 7:30 a.m. 
Friday, June 19th, Weekday: 8:30 a.m. 
	
	Liturgical Ministers
	Eucharistic Ministers

	Saturday
4 p.m.
	Commentator: Irene Martin
Lector: Kent Portier
Rosary: Vie Picou
Altar Servers: Amanda & Alison Constrantiche
	Center: B – Fr. Todd
Center: B – Mabel Authement
Sacristy: B – Allen Eschete
Cemetery: B – Mary Griffin
	W- Deacon Gary
W- Laura Lirette
W- Emile Fanguy
W- Nell Henry

	Sunday

9 a.m.


	Commentator: Pat Chauvin
Lector: Marlene Champagne
Rosary: Yvonne Soudelier
Altar Servers: Nina Bergeron, Sam Robert, Brennan Forest
	Center: B – Fr. Todd
Center: B – Pat Pitre
Sacristy: B – Mona Blanchard
Cemetery: B – Sharon Picou
	W- Deacon Gary
W- Emily Neil
W – Arlene Picou
W- Yvonne Soudelier

	Sunday

7 p.m.
	Commentator: Tracie Defelice
Lector: James Lopez
Altar Servers: Sean Boudreaux, Drew LeBoeuf, Emily Bartholomew
	Center: B – Fr. Todd
Center: B – Summer Skarke

	W- Deacon Gary
W- Carla Babin
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