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                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               MASS OF THANK

Pastor Notes: 
1. Explanation of the Mass continued: The Liturgy of the Eucharist contains three main parts: the blessing over the bread and wine, the breaking of the bread, and Holy Communion. For Christians, these three moments has been a way to grasp what our lives are all about. Eucharist is the praise of God; it is being thank-filled, a way of life rather than an occasional “thank you”. The Rite with which Christians have most identified themselves from their very early years was to bless and praise God over the bread and cup. There are 13 Eucharistic prayers now in use in the United States. (Some are for children liturgies.) 

The Eucharistic Prayer itself should always be consider as a whole unit. However, there are different elements that make up the whole prayer. One of these elements is known as the Epiclesis. In this special invocation the Church calls on the power of the Holy Spirit and asks that the gifts offered by humans may be consecrated, that is, become the body and blood of Christ and that Jesus may become a source of salvation for those who are to share in Communion. 
2. The following 12 people have been elected by you, the Parishioners of St. Joseph Church, to the new Pastoral Council. Ralph Chauvin, Curtis Constrantiche, Tracie Defelice, Gary Dupre, Monique Dupre, Phylis Henry, Ron LeBoeuf, Nadine Lirette, Leland Neil, Murphy Pellegrin, Sharon Picou, Corinne Portier. We congratulate the new members and we thank all those who were willing to give their name for this office. We ask that all the new members show up at our monthly meeting on July 1st in the office meeting room at 7:00 p.m. The meeting will be short but we must set a date for our workshop so we can be on the same page when we start our work of pastoral planning for our parish family. If someone cannot fulfill their duties, the person with the next highest vote count will take his or her place. Again, thanks to all who ran for the council. 
3. We would like to thank all those who served for many years on the Parish Council. We appreciate your work and dedication for so many years. 

4. We would like to inform you that Rachael Anderson will be our new Youth Minister. She will take over on July 1st. We would like to thank Michelle Lapeyrouse for her many years here at St. Joseph as Youth Minister. She did a great job.

5. We have obtained a golf cart. We thank everyone who was looking for us.
6. The new air conditioner costs $5,800. So far we have collected $3,483. We still have $2,317 to collect. Please be generous in the special second collection for this purpose. Thank you. 

7. We would like to suggest that families who have weddings and funerals here St. Joseph consider leaving some of the flowers in church for the weekend Masses. We would be glad to dedicate the flowers to a love one and put the dedication in our weekly bulletin. Thank you for considering this. 

8. I will be signing books this week at St. Charles Church in Pointe-aux-Chene on Sunday, July 5th, after their 10:00 a.m. Mass. Please tell your friends. Thank you. 
9. The Community Band will have another Patriotic Concert this Saturday, July 4th at 3:00 p.m. in the front of Civic Center in Houma. I will not be here because I will be celebrating the 4:00 p.m. here at St. Joseph. Invite a friend. 
 (Rev.) Wilmer Todd, Pastor
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PRAYER OF THANKS FOR OUR NATIONS INDEPENDENCE

God our Father, your Son Jesus spoke to us in a message of peace and taught us to live as brothers and sisters. His message took shape in the vision of our Founding Ancestors Fathers, as they fashioned a nation where all people might live as one. This message lives on in our midst as a task for us today and a promise for tomorrow.

We thank you, Father, for your blessings in the past, and for all that, with your help, we must yet achieve. Bless our nation and bless each of us. As we thank you for our independence, may we extend its blessings to all our citizens from youngest brothers and sisters in the womb, to those who suffer persecution, to our senior citizens who are facing death. Hasten the day when our nation will be a nation with liberty and justice, not just for some, but for all. We make this prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

The special collection for this weekend is to help with the cost of the air conditioner for the church.
PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING

There will be a Pastoral Council meeting on Wednesday, July 1st, at the Church Office, at 7 p.m. New members should also attend this meeting.
CHURCH OFFICE

The Church Office will be closed on Friday, July 3rd, in observance of Independence Day. As we recall and celebrate Independence Day, let us earnestly pray for God’s continued blessings upon our country!

LAGNIAPPE SPOONS
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We have 25th Anniversary Lagniappe Souvenir Spoons at the rectory office for $5 each.
CHURCH CLEANING

The Ladies Altar Society will do a Summer Cleaning of the church on Wednesday, July 22nd, beginning at
 9 a.m. Any help is appreciated.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION & CONFIRMATION
Religious Ed. registrations are being accepted at this time. Registration forms can be picked up at the church office or the back of church.
CONFIRMATION PICTURES

Confirmation pictures can be picked up at the Church Office Monday-Thursday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. and Friday, 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 

YOUTH MINISTRY 

1. There will be a Youth Bake Sale on July 4th & 5th after all Masses.

2. We are in need of a few adult musicians and athletes to aid the youth choir and sports ministry. (softball & volleyball).

3. Youth Choir practices will be held on Sundays at 5 p.m. in the Church.
For more information about the choir or youth ministry contact Michelle at 223-6356.

RCIA (RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS)

With the gift of Jesus’ Precious Blood on the Cross and in the Eucharist, let us reﬂect on the freedom given to us through our Baptism into him — to be heirs of the promise and liberated from sin. The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the way by which persons become “citizens of the Kingdom” through baptism, Conﬁrmation, and Eucharist.  RCIA is the process which adult persons who were never baptized, were baptized in another Christian tradition, or were baptized Catholic & need to make up a sacrament in the Catholic Church. Also, those who just want to learn more about the Catholic Faith are invited to attend classes. For more information or to register for classes, please call the rectory office at 594-5859. 

FIRST FRIDAY DEVOTION

1. First Friday Devotion will be held on Friday, July 3rd, beginning with Mass at 8:30 a.m., followed by a devotional service, and quiet time before the Blessed Sacrament.

2. Lumen Christi Retreat Center will be sponsoring a First Friday Day of Prayer on Friday, July 3rd. The day will begin at 9 a.m. which includes a talk, rosary, adoration, reconciliation, and Mass. It will conclude at approximately 1:30 p.m. If you have any questions, please call (985) 868-1523.

ROSARY AND ADORATION

The Knights of Columbus & Ladies Auxiliary will lead a Rosary and Adoration on Monday, July 6th, at 7 p.m. at Our Lady of Prompt Succor Chapel. John Voisin will lead the Rosary. July is the month of the most precious blood. Pray for faith, sacrifice, pure hearts, peace on earth & eternal life. All are invited to attend.

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

The Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux will honor Married Couples celebrating 25, 40, 50, 60 years and beyond. The Diocesan Prayer Service will be held Sunday, October 18th, at St. Francis De Sales Cathedral at 2:00pm. A reception will immediately follow in the courtyard. There will be NO diocesan mass celebration. St. Joseph Parish Celebration will be held on Sunday, Oct. 11th, at the 9 a.m. Mass. Anniversary couples will renew their vows and receive inscribed certificates. If you wish to participate in this program, call the church office before August 21st, to register at 594-5859. All registered anniversary couples will receive an inscribed diocesan & parish certificate.
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FORMING GOOD STEWARDS
 “They said, ‘Where did this man get all this? What kind of wisdom has been given him?’” Mark 6:1-6 When a person demonstrates unusual intelligence or wisdom, we ask, “Where did they get all that?” And we may be wondering, “Why them and not me?” We tend to ignore the possibility that such people are not only gifted with above average intellect, but that they have an open mind and heart to the truth of the realities they observe and recognize new possibilities and the need to change how we think and live. Knowledge is the intellectual ability to understand the world in which we live. Wisdom is the choice to discern the truth and implications of that knowledge. Knowledge is knowing how to build an atomic bomb. Wisdom is understanding why it should not be used. It is the wisdom of Jesus, not his intelligence that amazed the people of the small village of Nazareth. Jesus observed the world in which he lived and realized the need for change in the way we treat one another and our world. That is wisdom. Jesus was not given wisdom. He chose to be wise. Jesus calls us to be wise. What do we choose?

PROMPT SUCCOR ADORATION CHAPEL

On Thursday nights from 6:35-8:35 p.m., prayer services will be held at Our Lady of Prompt Succor Adoration Chapel. All prayer services include Songs of Praise, Worship, Adoration, Teachings, Testimonies, Eucharistic Adoration with Silent Reflection, Meditation of the Mysteries of the Rosary, Divine Mercy Chaplet & Other Catholic Devotions. Private prayer ministry offered after most services and Sacrament of Reconciliation when possible.

· July 2nd: Special night of praise, worship, & adoration

· July 9th: cancelled

· July 16th: When Scripture Comes to Life, Mark 4:35-45; Speaker: Brian Pierce

· July 23rd: Vatican City News, Pope Francis announces Extraordinary Jubilee Holy Year Of Mercy Dec. 8th - Nov. 20th; Speaker: Denise Beyer

· July 30th: Special back to school prayer service; Intercessory Night Of Prayer Including Our Mother Mary’s Rosary, the Five Luminous Mysteries; Special prayer petitions for students, teachers, & parents prepared by facilitator Lisa Lapeyrouse & Speaker Summer Skarke; Testimony: Mark Thibodeaux

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

1. St. Joseph Knights of Columbus Council 5013 will have an officer`s meeting on Thursday, July 9th, at 6:30 PM. This is a very important meeting, hope to see you there. The meeting will take place at the K of C home at 205 Angel St.
2. The 4th Degree Induction of Officers will be held at St. Eloi church in Bayou Dularge, on Saturday, July 25th. Mass will be at 4:30 p.m. The social will be at the council home across bayou. Officers of 3 Assemblies will be installed. There will be no business meeting this month.
FOOD FOR THE JOURNEY

Food for the Journey will be held on Tuesday, July 7th, from 10:45 A.M.—12:45 P.M., at the Quality Hotel, Houma (210 S. Hollywood Road across from Vandebilt). The speaker will be Fr. Michael Bergeron. The cost is $17. Doors open at 10:45 a.m. and the buffet begins at 11:30 a.m. RSVP by Thursday, July 2nd, to attend. Please call (985) 850-3178 or email us at: Food-ForTheJourney@htdiocese.org, visit www.htdiocese.org or call Dr. Faith Ann Spinella at (985)850-3145 or Margaret Vargas at 985-850-3144 for more information.

THEOLOGY OF THE BODY FOR TEENS TRAINING
Join Brian Butler for a Certification Training in the exciting Theology of the Body for Teens Immersion Training. Learn how this new program based on the revolutionary teachings of Blessed John Paul II can provide your preteens and teens with the knowledge and understanding they desire concerning the meaning and purpose of human sexuality. Discover how the language of the Theology of the Body can help your teens embrace the timeless teachings of the Church. Both sessions will be the same on Saturday, July 11th & August 15th, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Pastoral Center. Each person needs to attend only one of the days. Please register at least 2 weeks in advance of training date. Credit offered for all working on Master Catechist Certification. For more information contact Mrs. Margaret Vargas at 850-3144 or mvargas@htdiocese.org.

MOTHER & DAUGHTER PROGRAM

There will be a Mother/Daughter Program for 10-14 year old girls (must be accompanied by a Parent or Guardian) on Saturday, Aug. 1st, from 10 a.m. – 12 noon, at the Pastoral Center Conference Hall, 2779 Hwy 311, Schriever, LA 70395. Presenters: Dr. Tara Berner and Dr. Susan Caldwell; Cost: $20 for Mother and One Daughter, Please add $5 for each additional daughter attending. Limited Seating, please register by July 24th. This educational program provides an atmosphere of love and leaning to discuss the important topic of growing up and to establish a foundation for continued communication between parent and child. Mothers are given the opportunity to help their daughters discover God's gift of human sexuality and fertility and to reflect on how to be an authentic woman. The program is presented by Dr. Tara Berner and Dr. Susan Caldwell who emphasize respect, understanding, and appreciation of God's gifts. For more information contact the Diocesan Office of

Family Ministries at (985)850-3129 or visit our website for a detailed flyer and registration form: www.htdiocese.org/fm

TEKAKWITHA CELEBRATIONS
1. There will be a Memorial Mass of St. Kateri Tekakwitha at Holy Family church in Grand Caillou, on Friday, July 10th, at 6:30 p.m.

2. The 76th annual Tekakwitha Conference, a conference for American Indians, will be held in Alexandria, Louisiana this year. The Kateri Circles of the Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux, in conjunction with The Diocese of Alexandria, are hosting the conference July 22nd – 26th, at the Riverfront Center. The conference is an instrument for evangelization, education, and prayer experiences for all people. Also included in this conference are workshops and activities for the youth. 
PROTECTION FROM HURRICANE’S PRAYER

“O God, Master of this passing world, hear the humble voices of your people. The raging Sea of Galilee obeyed your orders and became calm again. We believe that you are still the Master of land and sea. We live in a dangerous locality subjected to the treats of violent wind and flooding. The Gulf of Mexico, like a provoked and angry giant, can awake from its inactivity, overstep its traditional boundaries, invade our land, and spread chaos and disaster.

“During this hurricane season we turn to you, O loving God, and ask you to keep us from all harm. The memories of past hurricanes are still so vivid. We have deep wounds from their destruction that still needs your healing power.

“O Virgin Mother, Star of the Sea, we ask you to plead with your Son for us so that we will be spared from the disasters common to our area. In a true spirit of gratitude, we will walk in the footsteps of your divine Son to reach the heavenly Jerusalem where a storm-less eternity awaits us. Amen.”

CHARTER FOR THE PROTECTION OF CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE

In response to the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People from the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, the Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux has made the following provision for anyone who has been hurt or sexually abused by anyone who works for the church. The Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux has set up an Outreach Line for all victims/survivors of sexual abuse. In continuing our commitment to support and healing, we invite and encourage people who have been hurt or sexually abused recently or in the past by clergy, religious or other employees of the Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux, to call our outreach line. The Outreach Line operates from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. daily Monday through Friday. A trained mental health professional responds to the line. The Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux Outreach Line telephone numbers are (985) 873-0026.
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COLLECTION COUNTERS
July 6th: Group 2 – Merle Lirette
July 13th: Group 3 – Yvonne Soudelier
SUNDAY COLLECTION       

June 27th & 28th:
Envelopes:
        $3,144.50
Loose:

             807.60
Total Offertory:              $3,952.10
Holy Father Collection   $   804.50
THE FAMILY OF WILLIE “BILL” LYONS would like to thank their family, friends, and neighbors for their prayers, sympathy, and kindness.

MASS INTENTIONS:

Saturday, July 4th, Weekday, Independence Day: 4 p.m. Marie Eschete; Wilsey & Allie Duplantis family; Aaron Blanchard; Ronnie Duplantis; Drusella Levron; Luby “Richard” Neal; Nelson & Thelma “Sue Sue” Lirette; Mrs. Evest Pellegrin; Steven LeCompte; Raymond & Westley Domangue; Welton Guidry, Sr.; Bertha Lyons; John Dusenbery; Rita Foret; Albert Savoie; Alvin & Lucille Sevin; Elward “Doll” LeBlanc (anniv.); Tammy Trahan; Cynthia Lirette; Ora & Nolan Portier; Jamie Louviere; Larry Babin; Lawrence & Hilda Foret; Roland Martin; Carolyn Pellegrin; Josette Lapeyrouse; Evans “Vin” & Margaret Bergeron; Emos & Judy Lirette
Sunday, July 5th, 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Father’s Day): 9 a.m. Al Naquin, Sr.; Eudras Prosperie; Druby & Margaret Boudreaux; Hewitt & Viola White; Ernest & Nora White; Clarence & Gladys Picou; Milton “Pete” Pitre; Venice Dufrene; Andrew J. Chauvin; Dewey Lirette; Druis & Lisa Lirette; Jeanette Lyons; Caprise LeBlanc; Winona Guidry family; Wilbur & Ruth Lyons; Bertha LeCompte; Joyce & Milfred Chauvin; Daniel “Butch” Pellegrin; Judith Duplantis;  Alice & Emile Joseph Boudreaux. Sr.; 7 p.m. Parish Family
Monday, July 6th, Weekday, St. Maria Goretti: No Mass

Tuesday, July 7th, Weekday: 7:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, July 8th, Weekday: 8:30 a.m. All Souls List Letty Hebert (anniv.)
Thursday, July 9th, Weekday, ST. Augustine Zhao Rong: 7:30 a.m. Marty Ledet; Lyle LeCompte (anniv.)
Friday, July 10th, Weekday: 8:30 a.m. Abel J. “Mike” Adams, Jr. (anniv.)
	
	Liturgical Ministers
	Eucharistic Ministers

	Saturday
4 p.m.
	Commentator: Irene Martin
Lector: Kent Portier
Rosary: Emile Fanguy
Altar Servers: Lynn Belanger, Lindsey Ledet, Amanda Constrantiche
	Center: B – Fr. Todd
Center: B – Rosalyn Boudreaux
Sacristy: B – Nell Henry
Cemetery: B – Jude Landry
	W- Allen Eschete
W- Mary Griffin
W- Shanna Ledet
W- Tina Landry

	Sunday

9 a.m.


	Commentator: Marlene Champagne
Lector: Pat Chauvin
Rosary: Evelyn Lirette
Altar Servers: Alexis Authement, Sean Boudreaux, Caleb Anderson
	Center: B – Fr. Todd
Center: B – Eric Carrere
Sacristy: B – Ralph Chauvin
Cemetery: B – Pam Foret
	W- Angel Domangue
W-  Christie Carrere
W – Gloria Duplantis
W- Rhonda Guilfou

	Sunday

7 p.m.
	Commentator: Carla Babin
Lector: Tracie Defelice
Altar Servers: Drew LeBoeuf, Emily Bartholomew, Colten Sevin
	Center: B – Fr. Todd
Center: B – Tammy Pellegrin

	W- Monique Dupre
W- Kristy Callahan
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