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 SPECIAL MASSES OR DEVOTIONS: 
First Friday: 7:30pm, Mass of Sacred Heart & Devotions  
First Saturday: 8:00am, Mass of Immaculate Heart of Mary 
First Saturday: 12:00pm Mass for Souls in Purgatory 
   

Novenas prayed after 8:00 a.m. Mass: 
Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal: Monday 
St. Jude and St. Anthony: Wednesday 
Infant of Prague: 25th of the month 
  

Rosary: Recited M - Sat after 8:00am & 12Noon Mass. 
  

Tuesday-Novena Prayer and Adoration: 2:15-3:30pm 
Thursday-Holy Hour with Adoration & Benediction: 7:00pm  
Friday-Exposition & Adoration: 12:30PM-3:00pm 
Nocturnal Adoration: First Friday evening 8pm to Saturday 8am 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE/CONFESSION: 
Monday - Friday 7:30am –7:50am.  First Friday at 7:00pm 

Saturday at 11:00a.m.-Noon; 3:00pm –3:25pm 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: 
To register for Baptismal preparation and Baptism, call the rectory. 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION: 
Call the Religious Ed Office for requirements/class schedule. 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY: 
Please call the rectory for an appointment. 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK/LAST RITES: 
Sick calls at any time in emergency.  
 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY ORDERS AND VOCATIONS: 
Anyone contemplating a vocation to the Priesthood or Religious 
Life should contact the Vocations Office at 973.497.4365. 

WELCOME 
To the Parish Family of 

OUR LADY OF VICTORIES 
(THE LITTLE CHURCH WITH THE BIG HEART) 

 

COME WORSHIP WITH US 
 

Mass Schedule   
Saturday:     4:00pm & 5:00pm  
Sunday:   7:30am, 9:30am, 10:45am,  
               12:00pm, 6:00pm & 7:00pm 
 

Latin Mass:  Every Sunday at 8:15am 
 

Weekdays: M-Sat 8:00am &12:00noon 
 
 

PARISH MEMBERSHIP: 
All are welcome to become members of OLV Parish because 
we’re the little Church with the BIG HEART.  Please 
register in the Rectory. Every Catholic family or individuals 
living within the parish boundaries are encouraged to register.  

July 19, 2015 A.D. 
Year dedicated to Consecrated Life      
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.JUST A REMINDER 
The Fridays of the year, outside of Lent, are designated as days of    
penance, but each individual may substitute for the traditional abstinence 
from meat some other practice of voluntary self-denial as penance. 

Jesus asked one thing from us!!! 
On His last night of earth (Holy Thursday) Jesus asked His disciples one 
thing – to stay awake with Him for one hour.  Every Thursday evening we 
at OLV try to fulfill this request by having a Holy Hour from 7-8PM.  Join us 
in carrying out Jesus’ request. 

APOLOGETICS 
Defend your Catholic Faith but first learn more about it.  Visit 
www.biblechristiansociety.com to learn more about Roman Catholicism.    
 

Gratitude 
I am thankful for… the mess to clean after a party because it means I 
have been surrounded by friends. 
…the boss who annoys me because it means I have a job and some 
money. 
…The clothes that fit a little too snugly because it means I have more than 
enough to eat. 
…my shadow who watches me work because it means I am out in the 
sunshine. 
…my little sister who always wants to play because it means I have a 
family to care for.  
…a lawn that my parents want me to mow, the garbage that needs to be 
taken out & my room that needs cleaning because it means I have a 
home. 
…all the complaining I hear about our government because it means we 
have freedom of speech. 
…the class on the opposite side of the school because it means I am 
capable of walking. 
…the person behind me in church who sings off key because it means I 
can hear.  
…the teacher who bugs me because it means I have the privilege of going 
to school and learning. 
…weariness and aching muscles at the end of the day because it means I 
have been productive.  
…the alarm that goes off in the early morning hours because it means that 
I am alive.  

NEW HOPE, INC.  
Our outreach to first-time single moms who have chosen life for their    
babies wants to thank all who have supported us through your baby 
shower hosted recently at your parish. We cannot express the joy you 
have spread with your love and giving spirit! We thank you for the items 
you have delivered and which fill our shelves and now pass onto our 
moms and babies. Please visit our web site - www.newhope4lifeweb.org - 
to learn more about our all-volunteer program and our Pregnancy            
Resource Center. Read about some of our many moms who rely on your 
generosity to make ends meet. Feel free to visit our Center at 106 W. 
Palisade Ave. in Englewood. If you have a passion for pro-life, you will be 
amazed at the miracles, small and large, that our mentors and staff are 
working - with God's help. If you have a heart for the brokenness of family 
values in our culture, you can find here a way to be part of the solution. 
Please e-mail us at newhopeinc@verizon.net or call us at (201) 408-4726. 
We will be remembering you in prayer and ask for your prayers in return. 
 
EUCHARISTIC Adoration 

“Eucharistic Adoration in reparation for man’s sins will SAVE 
THE WORLD”     Pope Pius IX 

PRAY FOR OUR SICK 
Please PRAY in the name of JESUS, the Healer, that the SICK of 
OLV PARISH may be restored to health and all those who ASSIST 
and CARE for the sick will be given the STRENGTH to continue 
GOD’S GOOD WILL: Isabella Ruggiero, Maria Aleman, Sam        
Burruano, Elizabeth Clark, Josephine Davidson, Kathleen Dolan,    
Rebecca Fastiggi, Veronica Finan, Thomas Haring, Conner, Arnold 
Kemner, Ken Mosier, Kathleen Musante, Suzanne Rothschild, Wendy 
Ruggiero, Cookie Rush, Mildred Speck, Therese Vaglio, Darien 
Wesler, Al Wiese, Roy Wurtz, Elaine Zito. 

Spiritual Excerpt 
"Only he who accepts his intellectual and moral limits and     
recognizes that he needs salvation can attain to faith and in faith 
meet, in Christ, his Redeemer." 

Pope John Paul II, A Moment's Peace, page25 
 

IT'S IN THE BIBLE 
The phrase "The way of all flesh", is another way of saying that all 
people meet their earthly end, comes to us from 1Kings 2: 1-2.  
 

LITTLE JOHNNY 
The math teacher saw that little Johnny wasn't paying attention 
in class.  She called on him and said, "Johnny! What are 2 and 4 
and 28 and 44?" Little Johnny quickly replied, "CBS, NBC, 
ESPN and the Cartoon Network!"   
 

CONFESSION/RECONCILATION 
This sacrament is offered EVERY Saturday from 11:00AM to Noon 
and 4-4:30PM.  Every Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday morning      
at 7:30AM as well as every First Friday at 7:00PM.  A Priest is also 
available to hear Confessions daily by appointment. 

WE ARE AT WAR 
Dear Parents, not only are we at war in the Middle East; we are 
in a spiritual battle for the souls of our children each and every 
day. On Tuesday afternoons from 3:00PM-4:30PM we have a 
group who are praying the Mary - Mother of All Nations    
Novena to help win this war – come join us in this crucial    
battle.  ALL ARE WELCOME 
 

OLV K of C Council #14483 
All men over the age of 18 are cordially invited to join the OLV Knights 
of Columbus Council. The Knights are the largest Catholic Fraternal 
Organization in the world.  For info call Rich at 201-767-6689. 

Sisters of Charity 50/50 Raffle 
Sisters of Charity 50/50 raffle tickets are available at the OLV Rectory- 
$20 each or 3 for $50.  Proceeds support the Maris Stella Retreat Center.  
 

 

OUR PURPOSE 
“God, infinitely perfect and blessed Himself, in a plan of sheer good-
ness freely created man to make him share in His own blessed life.  
For this reason, at every time and in every place, God draws close to 
man.  He calls man to seek Him, to know Him, to love Him with all His 
strength.  He calls together all men, scattered and divided by sin, into 
the unity of His family, the Church.  To accomplish this, when the full-
ness of time had come, God sent His Son as Redeemer and Savior.  
In His Son and through Him, He invites men to become, in the Holy 
Spirit, His adopted children and thus heirs of His blessed life.” 



 

Learn to Knit/Crochet 
The OLV Catholic Daughters meets every Wednesday evening in the 
rectory and will teach you to knit or crochet. Contact Renee Tringali at 
201-768-0648 for more info. 

 

OLV CLOTHING BINS 
Summertime and the living is easy but not free from our responsibility as 
followers of Christ to help those in need. The hot, leisurely days of    
summer provide an excellent opportunity to get caught up on some of 
those tasks which we postponed during the demanding days of winter.  
Would you be willing to go through your closets to get rid of all those 
unwanted heavy winter clothes and shoes which served you so well 
during this blistering winter season? Please donate any unwanted    
clothing to the Catholic Charities bins located on the Church ground. 
Thank you for helping Catholic Charities continue its mission.  
 

all life is endangered 
     In Deuteronomy 32:39 the Lord tells us:  “It is I who bring both life 
and death.”  And in the Creed, we profess our belief in a God who is:  
“Father, Creator of all … the Lord and Giver of life.”  Once the creature 
usurps the Creator’s authority, we are on very shaky – and dangerous 
ground, and no one’s life is safe and secure!  Some may criticize this 
statement as being overly alarmist or unnecessarily frightening, but we 
need to face the facts:  
     In 1973, the church condemned the legalization of abortion in     
America – but many tried to mask the horror of the Supreme Court’s 
decision by pointing out that ‘legal abortion’ was limited to the first     
trimester of pregnancy, and only for specific reasons.  The Church 
strongly rejected this mistaken view by declaring that every life is sacred 
from the moment of conception – and that once death’s door is         
controlled by human will rather than God’s will, all life is endangered!  
     As we now see, the Church was prophetic:  our courts now allow 
abortion-on-demand for any reason – even as the child emerges from 
the womb, as in so-called partial-birth abortion.  Children can legally 
seek an abortion without their parent’s permission, even through their 
public school – although that same school cannot give the child an    
aspirin without permission!  The Clinton Administration ended the ban on 
using human fetuses for stem cell experimentation.   
     The elderly are denied adequate, affordable health care, and there is 
growing support for the legalization of assisted-suicide.  Our young  
people are grossly misled by what they see in the media regarding    
marriage and sex; violence is rampant in our cities and our schools, and 
many see the death penalty as the only answer!  Bl. John Paul II  asked 
American Catholics [and all people of good will] to use our privilege to 
vote to replace this “culture of death” with the “Gospel of Life!” 

 

In the Image of God 
Of all the visible creatures only man is “able to know and love His      
creator.” He is “the only creature on earth that God has willed for its own 
sake,” and he alone is called to share by knowledge and love, in God’s 
own life.  It was for this end that he was created and this is the           
fundamental reason for his dignity.  Being in the image of God, the    
human individual possesses the dignity of a person, who is not just 
something, but someone.  God created everything for man, but man in 
turn was created to serve and love God and to offer all creation back to 
Him.  The Catechism of the Catholic Church, Part 1 

OLV Prayer Power House 
Become one of our prayer team members. There are no meetings, so 
this apostolate is wonderful for all, including those parishioners who are 
homebound. For information, please phone Maria at the rectory. 

Upcoming OLV Parish Events 
Jul 21 -Tue – Marian Novena Prayer 2:15-3:15PM 
Jul 22 —Wed—OLV Needlers 
Jul 23—Thu—Holy Hour 7:00PM 
Jul 24—Fri– Adoration of Blessed Sacrament—12-3PM 
Jul 25 - Sat - Confessions 11:00AM-Noon, 3:00PM-3:30PM 
Oct 4—PARISH PICNIC 1:30PM-5:30PM 
 

 
 

Make a Visit 
Remember the practice of stopping and making a visit to Jesus 
in the Tabernacle? Well, you can still do it, as OLV’s Church is 
open from 7:00AM-4:30PM (M-F). 
 

LITTLE JOHNNY 
A new teacher was trying to make use of her psychology 
courses. She started her class by saying, "Everyone who thinks 
they're stupid, stand up!" After a few seconds, Little Johnny 
stood up. The teacher said, "Do you think you're stupid, Little 
Johnny?" "No, ma'am, but I hate to see you standing there all 
by yourself!”   

 

PRAY for THOSE in the MILITARY 
Lieutenant Julia H. Cheringal, US Navy; 

Lieutenant Ben Clemente, US Army; 
Midshipman Jon Clemente, US Navy; 
Sergeant Nicholas Colletti, US Army; 

1st Lieutenant Ryan Colomeo, U.S. Marine Corps; 
Captain Michael Franson, US Army; 

Sergeant First Class Charles Greene, US Army; 
Lieutenant Tara Harris, US Air Force;  
Lieutenant Joseph Jaeger, US Navy; 
Lieutenant Andrew Jaeger, US Navy; 

Captain Shawn Linn, US Army; 
Colonel John McLaughlin, US Army;  
Corporal Richard McKenna, USMC. 

 

PRAYER FOR OUR MILITARY 
O Prince of peace, we humbly ask your protection for all our men and 
women in military service.  Give them unflinching courage to defend with 
honor, dignity and devotion, the rights of all who are imperiled by injustice 
and evil. Be their rock, their shield, and their stronghold and let them draw 
their strength from you. For you are God, for ever and ever. 

 

PANCAKES 
A mother was preparing pancakes for her sons, Kevin 5, and 
Ryan 3. The boys began to argue over who would get the first 
pancake. Their mother saw the opportunity for a moral lesson. 
"If Jesus were sitting here, He would say, 'Let my brother have 
the first pancake, I can wait.'”  Kevin turned to his younger 
brother and said, "Ryan, you be Jesus!" 
 

SICK OR “HOMEBOUND” 
If you are sick or “homebound” (or know someone who is), and would 
like to have Communion, please contact the Rectory at 201-768-1706. 

 

IT'S IN THE BIBLE 
The phrase "Divide the spoils", to describe splitting up the loot or booty 
comes to us from Isaiah 9:3. 

GOING ON VACATION 
Visit www.masstimes.org for the locations of Catholic Churches 

and a Mass schedule, throughout the USA. 
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Mass Intentions 
Monday, July 20 – St. Apollinaris - bishop -  martyr  
8:00  Vincent Schittulli                                     R/b Mary Muggeo 
12:00 Elias Pascual                                  R/b Esti Pascual Parlanti 
Tuesday, July 21–St. Lawrence of Brindisi - priest - doctor  
8:00  Agnes Connolly                R/b James and Caroline Connolly  
12:00 Mary Purce                                     R/b Bill and Cathy Ryan 
Wednesday, July 22 – St. Mary Magdalene  
8:00 Harry Barrett Sr.                                  R/b the Barrett Family 
12:00 Mary Miller                                 R/b Tom and Tara Oakley 
Thursday, July 23 – St. Bridget of Sweden, religious  
8:00 Sally Leone                                            R/b the Dunn Family 
12:00 John Ballas                                        R/b the Zwerle Family 
Friday, July 24 – St. Sharbel Makluf, priest  
8:00 Butchie Schultz                            R/b Jim and Michelle Linn  
12:00 Michael Giotta                                                     R/b Family 
Saturday, July 25 – St. James, apostle  
8:00 Thomas F. Lagatol II                          R/b the Lagatol Family 
12:00 Anna Lucia Arias                                        R/b Maria Arias  
4:00 Natalia Pascual                                 R/b Esti Pascual Parlanti                
5:00  Michael Bentivegna                     R/b the Bentivegna Family 
Sunday, July 26–Ss. Joachim and Anne, parents of Mary  
7:30  Bill Georges                                     R/b Jim and Ann Millar 
8:15  Margaret Joan Seidel               R/b Greg and Susan Evanella  
9:30   Rev. Zachary H. Monet, O.Carm.               R/b Pat Consoli  
10:45 Maria Sol Totengco                  R/b the McCormack Family 
12:00  Dorothy Wetzel                             R/b the Glennon Family 
6:00  People of the Parish 
7:00  Robert Reynolds                                 R/b the Bolton Family                                  

Sanctuary Memorials 
The Blessed Virgin Mary Votive burns this week for the repose of the soul  
     of Frank Muggeo, r/b Bob and Sue Muggeo.  
The Church Sanctuary Lamp burns this week for the souls in Purgatory. 
The Infant of Prague Votive Lamp burns this week for the repose of the soul  
    of Ann Moriarty. 
The St. John Paul II Votive Lamp burns this week for the repose of the  
      soul of Fr. Robert Pachana. 

Summer Reading 
Visit our bookrack and check out the vast selection of books, booklets, 
and pamphlets.  The summer is a great time to read and become closer 
to God.  Learn more about your faith, the Saints, Mary, Jesus, or pick up 
one of the inspirational books in stock.  Check out some of our new and 
interesting titles.  Don’t have time to read?  Listen to a CD in the car 
since we also have a wide variety of Catholic CDs.   
 

PARENTS 
Every Friday we have adoration of the Blessed Sacrament from noon 
to 3pm – now that it is summer stop in and bring your child/children 
and let them spend some quiet time with the Lord.  It is never too 
late to start making “visits” to the Blessed Sacrament. 

KIDZ KORNER ANSWERS 
1.Capernaum              2.Abram           3. An Angel 
4. Esau & Jacob        5. Coat of Many Colors 
 
 

“If you  think health care is expensive now, wait 
until you see what it costs when it is free”  

P.J. O'Rourke 

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT 
     There was a blind girl who hated herself because she was blind. 
She hated everyone, except her loving boyfriend. He was always there 
for her. She told her boyfriend, 'If I could only see the world, I will 
marry you.'  
One day, someone donated a pair of eyes to her. When the bandages 
came off, she was able to see everything, including her boyfriend.  
     He asked her, 'Now that you can see the world, will you marry me?' 
The girl looked at her boyfriend and saw that he was blind. The sight 
of his closed eyelids shocked her. She hadn't expected that. The 
thought of looking at them the rest of her life led her to refuse to marry 
him. Her boyfriend left in tears and days later wrote a note to her say-
ing: 'Take good care of your eyes, my dear, for before they were 
yours, they were mine.'  
     This is how the human brain often works when our status changes. 
Only a very few remember what life was like before, and who was 
always by their side in the most painful situations.  

Life Is a Gift. 
Today before you say an unkind word - think of someone who can't 
speak.  Before you complain about the taste of your food - think of 
someone who has nothing to eat.  Before you complain about your 
husband or wife - think of someone who's crying out to GOD for a 
companion.  Today before you complain about life - think of someone 
who went too early to heaven.  Before you complain about your     
children - think of someone who desires children but they're barren.   
Before you argue about your dirty house someone didn't clean or 
sweep - think of the people who are living in the streets. Before     
whining about the distance you drive - think of someone who walks the 
same distance with their feet and when you are tired and complain 
about your job - think of the unemployed, the disabled, and those who 
wish they had your job.  But before you think of pointing the finger or 
condemning another - remember that not one of us is without 
sin.    And when depressing thoughts seem to get you down - put a 
smile on your face and think: you're alive and still around. 
 

Just a Second 
A young boy once asked God how long a million years was to Him.  
God replied “A million years to me is just like a single second in your 
time”  Then the boy asked God what a million dollars was to Him.  God 
replied, “A million dollars to me is just like a single penny to you.”  
Then the boy asked: “God, could you spare one of Your pennies?”  
God smiled and replied, “Certainly, just a second.” 
 

TICK REMEDY 
A School Nurse has written the info’ below -- good enough to share -- I 
had a pediatrician tell me what she believes is the best way to remove 
a tick.   This is great, because it works in those places where it's 
sometimes difficult to get to with tweezers: between toes, in the middle 
of a head full of dark hair, etc.    Apply a glob of liquid soap to a cotton 
ball. Cover the tick with the soap-soaked cotton ball and swab it for a 
few seconds (15-20), the tick will come out on its own and be stuck to 
the cotton ball when you lift it away. This technique has worked every 
time, and it's much less traumatic for the patient. Unless someone is 
allergic to soap. 

PARISH PICNIC 
The OLV parish picnic will be held on Sunday 
October 4, the Feast of St Francis. 
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ST. MATTHEW’S GOSPEL 
Chances are you know St. Matthew’s Gospel better than you know the 
other three Gospels. It contains the Sermon on the Mount with the 
Beatitudes and the Lord’s Prayer.  It highlights the ministry of Peter.  In 
it, Jesus urges the disciples to works of mercy because “what you do 
to the least of my brothers, you do to Me.”  It records the stories of the 
Birth of Jesus, the coming of the Magi, the flight into Egypt and the 
slaughter of the innocents.  Its account of the death of Christ thunders 
with an earthquake.  For centuries, St. Matthew’s popular Gospel 
dominated the Scripture readings Catholics heard at Mass.  Most   
people assume that the author of this Gospel was the tax collector 
who decided to follow Jesus.  However, it is not likely; most Scripture 
scholars believe that it was written by an anonymous Jewish Christian 
who lived at Antioch in Syria.  The author borrowed much from St. 
Mark’s Gospel – a pointless method if the writer were indeed an eye-
witness to the events in Jesus’ life.  The Gospel circulated long before 
the name “Matthew” became attached to it.  St. Matthew’s Gospel 
seems intended for an audience of Christians very familiar with the 
Jewish way of life and the Jewish Scripture, which accounts for the 
many references to Old Testament passages. Its central message is 
embedded in the title associated with Jesus at His birth, “Emmanuel,” 
“God is with us.”  In Jesus, God is indeed with us.  To Jesus we     
respond as disciples.  St. Matthew is usually symbolized as a man or 
an angel recalling the genealogy, which opens the book. 

FIRST TIME USHERS:  
A little boy in church for the first time watched as the ushers passed 
around the offering plates.  When they came near his pew, the boy 
said loudly, “Don’t pay for me, Daddy.  I’m under five.”  

SAVE USED EYEGLASSES 
OLV K of C collects used and old eyeglasses for the less fortunate. 
Any old or “retired” glasses may be left in the basket in the back          
of Church. 

WHY? 
A Sunday School teacher asked her class why Joseph and Mary took 
Jesus with them to Jerusalem.  A small child replied, "They couldn't 
get a baby-sitter." 

Did You Know? 
Early Monday morning, February 21, 1966, The Lieutenant-Governor 
of the Providence of Quebec, His Excellency Paul Comtois, age 70, 
died in his official residence.  No, he did not die of old age or from an 
illness.  He died rescuing his family.  He saved his wife and daughter 
and the ten other occupants and guests of the castle.  There was one 
more person in the residence.  Someone for whom he gave his life.  
After making sure everyone was safe, Paul Comtois went back into the 
residence, and went upstairs to his private chapel to rescue the      
Sacred Species. Yes, His Excellency Paul Comtois, Lieutenant-
Governor of Quebec, a man of the world, a well known socialite, one 
who had reached the heights of worldly glory, gave up his life for the 
sake of Christ present in the Holy Eucharist. 

KIDZ KORNER 
1. In what city did Jesus base His ministry? 
2. What was Abraham’s name before it had been changed? 
3. Who called Abraham and stopped him from sacrificing his son Isaac? 
4. What were Isaac’s two sons’ names? 
5. What present from Jacob made Joseph’s brothers hate him?                                
                            Answers on page four. 

 - 5 -           July is dedicated to THE MOST PRECIOUS BLOOD.                           
NURSERY RHYMES 

It is amazing but understandable that so few people today understand 
the background of these poems, or realize the reason why they were 
composed in the first place.  For many these ridiculous jingles are simply 
for children’s amusement, but nothing could be further from the truth. 
They were the products of the angry people of England who could not 
openly speak against their kings and still remain alive.  It was through 
these clever verses that they were able to vent their frustrations and also 
spread the news about current events.  Without using actual names but 
substituting familiar characteristics, the common English people were 
able to ridicule their kings, queens and clergymen, and still be able to 
keep their heads.  The verses told the news-hungry Englishmen secret 
tales of court scandal, high political intrigue, religious strife and grim 
tragedy.  The Mother Goose rhymes are actually a history book written 
by the peasantry of England.  So every time you speak abut Jack and Jill 
or Little Miss Muffet, you are repeating history from 16th and 17th      
England.  Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall; Humpty Dumpty has a 
great fall. Not all the King’s horses, Not all the King’s men, Could 
put Humpty Dumpty together again.  This little poem we’ve all heard 
before, and it actually lampooned the malformed, hunchbacked tyrant 
England’s King Richard III.  King Richard did sit on top of a precarious 
wall – the throne of England.  He managed to keep his balance for two 
years, but in 1485, he and his rival for the throne Henry IV met in battle 
on Bosworth Field.  This battle ended the Wars of the Roses and the life 
of Richard III.  He lay wounded on the battlefield, falling off his horse and 
carrying out, “A horse! A horse! My kingdom for a horse.”  No one or 
horse could save King Richard from his fate.  The Ryhmers became 
particularly active when King Henry VIII, in order to divorce the Catholic 
Queen Catherine of Aragon and marry the Protestant Anne Boleyn, 
broke with the Roman Catholic Church and proclaimed himself head of 
the Church of England.  Sing a song of sixpence, A pocket full of rye, 
Four and twenty blackbirds baked in a pie; When the pie was 
opened the birds began to sing, Wasn’t that a dainty dish to set 
before the King?  The King was in the counting house counting out 
his money, The Queen was in the pantry eating bread and honey; 
the Maid was in the garden hanging out the clothes, when down 
flew a blackbird and snipped off her nose.  The meaning of this poem 
becomes clear as soon as the symbolic references are understood.  The 
sixpence refers to the revenue from King Henry’s heavy taxation of the 
people.  The pocket full of rye symbolizes the rich grain fields that were 
in the custody of the Church and coveted by Henry.  The pie was the 
deeds to the Church properties that Henry confiscated from the Catholic 
monks.  (Henry demanded 24 Church properties from the Abbot of   
Newstead, and the Abbot handed them over.) The blackbirds refer to the 
clergy and monks who wailed loudly when they were turned out of their 
monasteries and the lands confiscated by the King.  While Henry was 
gloating over the increase in the royal treasury, Catholic Queen        
Catherine was eating bread and the honey of the assurances that Spain 
and the Pope would not allow Henry to divorce her.  The maid – Anne 
Boleyn was out in the garden hanging out the daintiest frocks from 
France – the gifts that Henry bestowed upon her.  After Henry’s divorce 
from Catherine and marriage to Anne, he soon grew tired of her and 
snipped off not just her nose but her whole head.  Some keys for other 
poems – Jack was a nickname by which 17th century Englishmen     
referred to the clergy.  Jack and Jill is really about the downfall of the 
Catholic clergy after Henry broke with Rome.  Little Miss Muffet is Mary, 
the Catholic Queen of Scotland, and she also appears in Mistress Mary 
Quite Contrary and Little Bo Peep.  So refer to English history when 
repeating these verses to your children or grandchildren. 
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